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After many months of preparation our work is completed and 
presented to the puWic. How we have done our part in fulfilling our 
pledges, each reader can judsre for himself. We may be permitted 
to say that it has been our honest endeavor to redeem every pledge 
we have made in our prospectus. No pains or expense have been 
spared in producing a work creditable ahke to ourselves and the 
wealthy and prosperous counties of Muskegon and Ottawa. The 
binding, paper, presswork, and illustrations are, we venture to assert, 
equal to those of any work of this character ever issued. 

That there are no errors or inaccuracies we by no means claim. 
Perfection is not given to any human effort. All that can be ex- 
pected is an honest endeavor at truth and impariality, and this we 
claim to have done. Where we have had to depend upon verbal 
statements, which are often conflicting, and inaccurate from treach- 
ery of the memory, we have had to choose what seemed to be the 
most probable statement; and such is the constant fluctuation of 
society, that many changes have taken place even since our sketches 
have been prepared, although we have endeavored to bring every 
thing down to the latest date. With whatever imperfections it may 
be found to contain we trust this work may prove useful and inter- 
esting to those for whom it was intended, and that posterity may 
read with pleasure and profit the story of the early days of the 
pioneers. 

We beg publicly to return our sincere thanks to the many warm 
friends of our enterprise, to whom we are under such obhgations for 
their valued assistance. There appeared to be a universal consensus 
of pubhc opinion that a history of the counties would be a good 
thing, if got out by the proper parties; and from the reception we 
and our representatives have met, there seemed to be full confidence 
in our abihty to do justice to the subject. This confidence it has 
been our endeavor to justify to the fullest extent. 



Where so many have lent their aid it is difficult to select out 
any for special mention, but at the risk of invidiousness we feel it 
incumbent upon us specially to allude to the services of I. M. 
Weston, of Whitehall, who kindly gave us a mass of valuable ma- 
terial he had collected, and besides gave the enterprise hberal sup- 
port. The Hon. C. C. Thompson, of Whitehall, has also been ever 
ready to give his aid to the enterprise, which was of great value, as 
he has no superior in the matter of the early history of the White 
Lake. In Whitehall we have also to thank for valuable informa- 
tion Messrs. Jesse D. PuUman, A. Mears, A. C. Elsworth, the 
Messrs. Covell, A. T. Linderman, H. D. Johnston, C. H. Cook and 
others. 

In Muskegon City ex-Governor Holt has lent his valuable as- 
sistance, also Hon. L. G. Mason, E. W. Merrill, John Torrent and 
many others. We have especially to thank Mr. Weller, of The 
JSFeivs and Reporter, for his constant aid, also other members of the 
press, especially Mr. Campbell, late of The Journal, and Mr. Har- 
ford, late of The Chronicle, 

In Grand Haven to the Hon. Dwight Cutler, Zenas G. Winsor, 
J. W. Hutty and Col. W. M. Ferry, and the press generally, we arl 
indebted for favors. 

In Holland Messrs. Capon, Kanters, Arend Visscher, H. D. 
Post, John Boost and Professors Scott, KoUen and Doesburg, of 
Hope College, have merited our thanks. 

To the press of the county we desire to express our thanks for 
the uniformly kind manner in which they have spoken of our en- 
terprise, and the assistance they have rendered. 

The valuable work of Prof. Everett on the "Grand Eiver 
Valley'^ has been of great assistance to us, as has also been the 
sketch of Holland by Mr. G. H. VanSchelven. 
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MICHIGAN derives its name from tlie Indian words ''MitcJd 
Sawgyegan,'' the meaning of wliicli is the "Great Lake," or 
"Lake Country," a name peciiharly appropriate from the position it 
occupies ; having Lake Superior for its northern boundary. Lakes 
Erie, St. Clair, and Huron on the east, and Lake Michigan on the 
west. The extent of its domains is 57,430 square miles. 

Previous to the year 1641, the territory now embraced within 
the limits of the State, was inhabited only by the red man, though 
Detroit, as far back as the year 1620, then an Indian Village, was 
the resort of the French missionaries. In 1639, a plan for the es- 
tablishing of missions in "New France" was formed; but as the 
French, in consequence of the hostility of the Mohawks, were ex- 
cluded from the navigation of the waters of Lakes Ontario and Erie, 
their only avenue to the West was the Ottawa Kiver, through which, 
in the year 1641, the first bark canoe, laden with French Jesuits, 
was paddled to the faUs of St. Mary, which they reached after a 
navigation of seventeen days. Charles Eaymbault, the first mis- 
sionary to the tribes of Michigan, returned in the year 1642 to 
Quebec in consequence of dechning health. Thus, at this early 
period, the French advanced their missionary posts beyond the 
shores of Lake Huron, and to the outlet of Lake Superior. 

The first settlement commenced by Europeans within the boun- 
daries of Michigan, was the mission of St. Mary, which was estab- 
hshed in the year 1668, by AUouez Claude Dablon, and James 
Marquette. In May, 1671, a Congress of French soldiers and 
chiefs from fourteen of the Indian tribes of the Northwest, was con- 
vened at the Falls of St. Mary, called by Nicholas Perrott, an agent 
of the French government, at which time and place, a cross and 
cedar post, bearing upon a shield the French lihes, was raised, — 
the lands formally taken possession of by M. de Lusson, and the 
savages were informed that they were under the protection of the 
French King. 

The death of Marquette, on the 18th day of May, 1675, is thus 
recorded by Bancroft : "In sailing from Chicago to Mackinac, he 
entered a little river in Michigan; erecting an altar, he said mass, 
after the rites of the Catholic church; then begging the men who 
conducted his canoe to leave him alone for half an hour,— 

' In the darkling" Avood, 
Amid the cool and silence, he knelt down 
And offered to the Mightiest, solemn thanks 
And supplications.' 

At the end of half an hour they went to seek him and he was no 

' more. The good missionary, discoverer of a world, had falleii 

asleep on the margin of the stream that bears his name. Near the 

mouth, the voyagers dug his grave in the sand." 

Michihmackinack (now written Mackinac or Mackinaw) was 

one of the oldest forts erected. Its foundation was laid in the year 

1671, by Father Marquette, who induced a party of Hu.rons to make 

a settlement at that place, as a nucleus for a future colony. At that 

period, no permanent settlement had been made at Detroit, as the 

French had a more direct and safer route to the upper lakes, 



from Montreal to Michilimackinac, through the Ottawa or Grand 
Eivers. The post of Detroit was regarded alike by the French and 
English, as a valuable point, and both nations were considering 
measures for its acquisition. A grand council was called, which 
convened at Montreal, and was composed of chiefs of the various 
tribes, from the St. Lawrence to the Mississippi, the Governor-Gen- 
eral of Canada, and the most prominent seigneurs of the country. 
The council is described by French historians as the most numerous 
and imposing assemblage ever collected around one council fire. In 
the month of June, 1701, Mons. Antoine de la Motte Cadillac, under 
a commission from Louis XIY, left Montreal in company with a 
hundred men and a Jesuit missionary, with all the necessary means 
for the establishment of a colony, and reached Detroit in the month 
of July. 

Here, then, commences the history of Detroit, and with it the 
history of the Peninsula of Michigan. How numerous and diversi- 
fied are the incidents compressed within the period of its existence ! 
No place in the United States presents such a series of events, in- 
teresting in themselves, and permanently affecting, as they oc- 
curred, its progress and prosperity. Five times its flag has changed, 
three different sovereignties have claimed its allegiance, and since it 
has been held by the United States, its government has been thrice 
transferred ; twice it has been besieged by the Indians, once cap- 
tured in war, and once burned to the ground. 

On the 13th of September, 1759, a battle occurred between the 
French under Gen. Montcalm, and the British army under Gen. 
Wolfe, on the banks of the St. Lawrence, resulting in the defeat of 
the former, and the capitulation of Quebec on the 18tli, to Gen. 
Murray, who was successor to Gen. Wolfe, who fell in the engage- 
ment; and on the 8th of September, 1760, the French surrendered 
to the crown of England, Detroit, Michilimackinac, and all other 
places within the government of Canada then remaining in the pos- 
session of France. This action was ratified by the "Treaty of 
Paris," February 10, 1763. 

In the year 1772 silver was discovered upon the shore of Lake 
Huron, by a Eussian named Norburg. 

In 1773 a project was commenced for working the co2)per mines 
of Lake Superior, and a company was formed for that purpose, un- 
der a charter granted in England. 

The struggle for independence under the American Eevolution 
was enacted without the bounds of Michigan. The people of Cana- 
da, within which Michigan was then included, were removed from 
the immediate causes of the vfar. The result of the Eevolution was 
the recognition of our independence. 

By the "treaty of peace" made at Versailles in 1783, between 
Great Britain and the United States, it was claimed that Michigan 
was within American bounds, but minor questions sprung up be- 
tween the governments, producing mutual dissatisfaction; and 
when President Washington sent Baron Steuben to Quebec to make 
arrangements for the transfer of the Northwestern forts, he was 
informed by Sir Frederick Haldimand that the surrender of the 
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forts would not take place at that time, and was refused passports 
to Niagara and Detroit. 

By an ordinance of the Congress of the United States, passed 
July 13th, 1787, the whole of the territory of the United States 
lying northwest of the Ohio Eiver though still occupied hy the 
British, was organized as the "Northwest Territory," of which Gen. 
Arthur St. Clair was appointed Governor. 

The ordinance of 1787 provides that there shall be appointed, 
from time to time, by Congress, a Governor, a Secretary, and three 
Judges, who should be residents and freeholders within the territory. 
It further provides that the territoiy should be divided into not less 
than three nor more than five, States, and that "there shall be 
neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, other- 
wise than in the punishment of crimes." 

In pursuance of the treaty of November 19th, 1794, Captain 
Porter, in the beginning of June 1796, with a detachment of Amer- 
ican troops, took possession of Detroit, entered the fort, Avhich the 
British had previously evacuated, and flung to the breeze the first 
American flag that ever floated over the Peninsula State. 

By an act of Congress, approved May 7th, 1800, the territory 
northwest of the Ohio Eiver was divided into two separate territo- 
ries, and "all that part of the territory of the United States north- 
west of the Ohio Eiver, which lies to the westward of a line begin- 
ning at the Ohio, opposite to the mouth of the Kentucky Eiver, and 
running thence to Fort Eecovery, and thence north until it shall 
intersect the territorial line between the United States and Canada," 
was constituted a separate territory, to be called the "Indiana Ter- 
ritory," the seat of government of which was established at St. 
Vincennes, Chillicothe being the seat of government of the North- 
west Territory. Of this Territory (Indiana), General William Henry 
Harrison was appointed Governor. 

By an act of Congress, approved January 11th, 1805, it was 
provided, "that from and after the thirtieth day of June of that 
year, all that part of Indiana Territory, which lies north of a line 
drawn east from the southerly bend, or extreme, of Lake Michigan, 
until it shall intersect Lake Erie, and east of a line drawn from the 
said southerly bend, through the middle of ^aid lake to its northern 
extremity, and thence due north to the northern boundary of the 
United States, shall constitute a separate Territory, and be called 
Michigan." 

The act further provides that the Territory shall have the same 
form of government as provided by the ordinance of 1787, that the 
Governor, Secretary and Judges shall be appointed by the President 
of the United States, and that Detroit shall be the seat of govern- 
ment. 

On July 1, 1805, General William HuU, the newly appointed 
Governor, assumed the duties of his oflice at Detroit. On the 11th 
of June, previous, Detroit had been destroyed by fire. Like most 
of the frontier settlements, it had been compressed within a very 
small compass, — the streets scarcely exceeding the breadth of com- 
mon alleys. Gen. Hull at once turned his attention to the subject, 
and laid out the town in its present shape, the arrangement of which 
is attributed to Judge Woodward, one of the pioneers of the Terri- 
torial Court. 

On the 18th of June, 1812, war was declared by Congress 
against Great Britain. Previous to, and in anticipation of the dec- 
laration of war, Gen. Hull, Governor of Michigan Territory, was 
appointed Commander-in-Chief of all the forces of the Northwest. 

On the 9th of July, Gen. Hull received orders from the Secre- 
tary of War to proceed with his army and take possession of Maiden, 
(which was the key to that portion of the British Province), if con- 
sistent with the safety of his posts. The garrison was weak, and 
seemed an easy con'][uest. Having arranged for the expedition. 



Gen. Hull crossed the Detroit Eiver on the 19th day of July, and 
encamped at Sandwich, where the army remained in a state of in- 
activity for nearly a month, when, intimidated by the hostile mani- 
festations of the Indians, and the report that a large British force 
would 'soon arrive at Maiden, without having made an attack, he 
recrossed the river to Detroit, on the 9th of August, where he re- 
mained until the 15th, the day of his inglorious surrender. A j)ro- 
visional government was established by the British, at Detroit, and 
a small force placed in the Fort. On the 10th of September, 1813, 
the victory of Commodore Perry, in the Battle of Lake Erie, re- 
sulted in restoring Michigan to the Union, and on the 29th of the 
same month, Detroit was occupied by a detatchment of the amiy of 
Gen. Harrison. 

On October 9th, 1818, Col. Lewis Cass, who had rendered es- 
sential service to the Territory, was appointed Governor of Michigan. 
Congress, in 1823, by an act providing for the establishment of a 
Legislative Council, invested the Territory with a more energetic 
and compact government. The Council was to consist of nine 
members, to be appointed by the President of the United States, 
with the consent of the Senate, from eighteen candidates elected by 
the people of the Territory. They, with the Governor, were invested 
with the same powers which had been granted by the ordinance of 
1787 to the government of the Northwest Territory. By that act 
the legislative power of the Governor and Judges was taken away, 
the term of judicial office was limited to four years, and eligibility 
to office ^ required the same qualifications as the right of suffrage. 
The first Legislative Council of Michigan convened on the 7th of 
June, 1824, at Detroit. 

In 1831, Gen. Cass having been appointed Secretary of War, 
he was succeeded by George B. Porter in the government of the Ter- 
ritory. During his administration, Wisconsin, which had before 
been annexed to Michigan, was erected into a separate Territory. 

On the 6th of July, 1831, Gov. Porter died, and was succeeded 
by Stevens T. Mason. 

In the Spring of 1835, a controversy arose in regard to the 
boundary line between Michigan and Ohio, and the right to a valu- 
able strip of land, to which both laid claim ; the former under the 
provisions of the ordinance of 1787, and the latter under a provis- 
ion in their State Constitution. Each party sent a mihtary force to 
the frontier, — the one to sustain, and the other to extend juris- 
diction over the territory in dispute. A high state of excited public 
feeling existed, but the most serious inconvenience suffered by either 
party was the apprehension and temporary imprisonment of a few 
persons. By an act of Congress, passed June 15th, 1836 the Con- 
stitution and State Government of Michigan Vv^ere accepted, and up- 
on condition of accepting the boundary claimed by Ohio, she was 
admitted into the Union. These terms were exceedingly unsatisfac- 
tory to the people of Michigan, who were impatiently awaiting rec- 
ognition as a State government, having elected their State officers 
in the month of October of the previous year. A convention held 
at Ann Arbor, on the 14tli and 15th of December. 1836, resolved to 
accept the condition imposed in the proposition of Congress, at the 
same time protesting^against the right of Congress, under the Con- 
stitution, to require this preliminary assent as a condition of admis- 
sion into the Union. 

By act of Congress approved January 26, 1837, Michigan was 
declared "to be one of the United States, and admitted into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original States, in all respects 
whatever." 

By an act of the Legislature, approved March 16, 1847, the 
seat of government was removed from Detioit to Lansing. 

The Constitution adopted by Michigan in 1835, and under which 
her existence as a State commenced, continued in force until Jan- 
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nary 1st, 1851, at wliicli time the Constitution reported by the Con- 
vention of 1850, and ratified by the people, at the general election 
in that year, went into effect, and continues to the present time as 
the Constitution of the State. 

The Legislature of 1873, by a Joint Resolution approved April 
24th, provided for the appointment by the Governor, of a Commis- 
sion, to consist of two persons from each Congressional District in 
the State, in all eighteen members, for the purpose of revising the 
Constitution, and reporting to the Legislature, at its next session, 
" such amendments, or such revision to the Constitution, as in their 
judgment may be necessary for the best interests of the State and 
the 2.^eople." 

Of the eighteen delegates, Ottawa County had one representa- 
tive in the present Senator Ferry, who took the place of Lyman G. 
Mason, of Muskegon, who resigned. 

The delegates performed their duty to the satisfaction of all 
parties. 

The Governor, from 1877 to 1881, was Chas. M. Croswell, who 
greatly reduced the public debt, and under whose administration 
the Capitol at Lansing was completed. 

A great liot centered at Jackson in 1877, but the promptness 
of the Governor speedily quelled it. 

Li February, 1881, David H. Jerome was called to the guber- 
natorial chair, finding all departments of the government in good 
running order, ai)d prosperity generally prevaihng among all classes 
of the people. 

For a long time Michigan labored under a great drawback in 
the way of an official report on its lands, by the Surveyor General 
of Ohio, dated Nov. 30, 1815, relative to the bounty land of Mich- 
igan. On the 6th of May, 1812, Congress had passed an act grant- 
ing among other lands, two miUion acres of the Territory of Mich- 
igan to the soldiers of the war with Great Britain, but the surveyor 
reported that there were no lands in Michigan fit for cultivation, and 
Congress repealed the act, changing the grant of land to other 
States. 

The report we publish as a curiosity : 

Extract from a letter of the Surveyor General of Ohio to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Chillicothe, Novem- 
ber 30, 1815, relative to the bounty land in Michigan, granted by act 
of May 6, 1812 : 

DEPUTY SUKVEYOr's REPORT. 

Description of the mihtary lands in Michigan. The country 
in the Indian boundary line, from the mouth of the great Auglaize 
Eiver, and running thence for about fifty miles, is (v/ith some few 
exceptions) low, v\'et land, with a very thick growth of imder-brush, 
intermixed with some very bad marshes, but generally very heavily 
timbered beech, cottonwood, oak, etc.: thence continuing north, 
and extending from the Indian boundary eastward, the number and 
extent of the swamps increase, with the addition of numbers of 
lakes, from twenty chains to two and three miles across. Many of 
the lakes have extensive marshes adjoining their margins, sometimes 
thickly covered with a species of pine called " tamarack," and other 
places covered with a coarse, high grass, and uniformly covered 
from six inches to three feet (and more at times) with water. The 
margins of these lakes are not the only places where sv/amps are 
found, for they are interspersed throughout the whole country, and 
filled with water, as above stated, and varying in extent. The in- 
termediate space between these swamps and lakes, which is proba- 
bly near one-half of the country, is with a few exceptions, a poor, 
barren, sandy land, on which scarcely any vegetation grows, except 
very small, scrubby oaks. In many places, that part which may be 
called dry land, is composed of little, short sand-hiUs, forming a 
kind of deep basins, the bottoms of many of which are composed of 



marshes similar to the above described. The streams are generally 
narrow, and very deep compared with their width, the shores and 
bottoms of which are (with a few exceptions) swampy beyond de- 
scription; and it is with the utmost difficulty that a place can be 
found over which horses can be conveyed. 

A circumstance pecuhar to that country is exhibited in many 
of the marshes, by their being thinly covered with a sward of grass, 
by walking on which, evinced the existence of water or a very thin 
mud immediately under their covering, which sinks from six to 
eighteen inches from the pressure of the foot at every step, and at 
the same time rising before and behind the person, passing over. 
The margins of many of the lakes and streams are in a similar situ- 
ation, and in many places are hterally afloat. On approaching the 
eastern part of the mihtary lands, towards the private claims on the 
^Straits and Lake, the country does not contain so many swamps 
and lakes, but the extreme sterility and barrenness of the soil con- 
tinues the same. Taking the country altogether, so far as has been 
explored, and to all appearances, together witli the information re- 
ceived concerning the balance, is so bad that there would not be 
more than one acre out of one hundred, if there would be out of 
one thousand, that would in any case admit of cultivation." 



EDUCATIONAL. 

The ordinance of Congress, passed in 1787, providing "for the 
government of the Territory of the United States, northwest of the 
river Ohio," declared that "rehgion, morality and knowledge, being 
necessary to good government and the ha]3piness of mankind, 
schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged." 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 

By terms of another ordinance of Congress, adopted in 1785, 
in regard to the disposal of lands in the western territory, it was 
provided that Section No. 16, of every township should be reserved 
for the maintenance of public schools within such township. 

The Legislative Council of the Territory, in 1827, provided for 
the establishment of pubhc schools in every township containing 
fifty inhabitants or householders. The first Constitution of the 
State, adopted in 1835, declares in its article "Education: " 

"The Legislature shall encoiu-age by all suitable means, the pro- 
motion of intellectual, scientifical, and agricultural improvement. 
The- proceeds of all land that have been or hereafter may be granted 
by the United States to this State, for the support of schools, which 
shall hereafter be sold or disposed of, shall be and remain a perpet- 
ual fund, the interest of which together with the rents of all such 
unsold lands shall be inviolably appropriated to the support of schools 
throughout the State." 

The same general provisions are retained in the present Con- 
stitution, adopted in 1850. 

The whole amount of primary school lands derived from the 
reserve ot the sixteenth section, and sold by the State, to the close 
of the fiscal year, 1880, as showu by tlie records of the State Land 
Office, is 650,861.5(3-100 acres, leaving 370,751.21-100 acres unsold, 
with about 50,000 acres yet to be selected and placed at the dispo- 
sition of the State Land Office, on account of sales which had been 
made from sections numbered sixteen, previous to the enactment by 
Congress of the ordinance dedicating these lands to the primary 
school fund. 

During the years 1863-73 the amount of primary school interest 
apportioned to the several counties in the month of May in each 
year has ranged from forty-five to fifty cents for each child between 
the ages of five and twenty years. In 1864 the number of children 
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was 272,607, and the amount apportioned at fifty cents for each 
child 1136,362,00. In 1873 the numher of children was 400,062, 
and the amount apportioned was $196,176.80, being forty-nine 
cents for each child between the ages of five and twenty years. In 
1880 there were 0,352 districts, 13,949 teachers, 362,556 pupils, an 
expenditure of $3,109,915, value of school property $8,977,844. 
Since its admission into the Union, Michigan has expended for sup- 
port of primary schools alone over $50,000,000. 



POPULATION. 

The population of Michigan, previous to its final rehnquish- 
ment by Great Britain, and for a long period thereafter, was incon- 
siderable, and mostly restricted to the confines of the three princi- 
pal settlements,— at Sault Ste. Marie, Mackinac, and Detroit. The 
first enumeration after Michigan became a distinct Territory, was in 
1810, five years after the erection of the Territory, at which time 
the number of inhabitants was 4,762. In the following ten years 
the population increased to 8,896, and the results of the subsequent 
enumeration are as foUows : 



Yeae. 

1830 

1834 

1840 

1850 

1854 



Population. 

31.G39 

87,278 

212,2(57 

397.654 

509,374 



Yeae. 

I860.... 

186i.... 

1870 ... 
1874.... 
1830.... 



TOPULATION. 

749,113 

803,745 

1.18 4,059 

1.334,031 

1,636.937 



Excess of males at the last census, about 84,000; colored, 
1*^,100; Indians, 7,249. 



VALUATION OF TAXABLE PEOPEETY. 

The Constitution of the State (Article XIX,, Sec. 13,) requires 
the Legislature to provide for an equalization by a State Board, in 
the year 1851, and every fifth year thereafter, of assessments on all 
taxable x)i'operty, except that paying specific taxes. 

Previous to the year 1851, State taxation was upon the basis 
of equalization by the Boards of Supervisors of the several counties. 

The valuation as equalized for the various years, is as follows, 



VIZ. 



Valuation. 



Yeak. 

1838 $ 42.953 495.61 

1840 37,8]3.024.13 

1845 28,9 22.097.5.) 

1850.. 29,381,270.66 

1851 30.976,270.18 

1853 120,362,474.35 



Yeae. 

1856.... 

1861.... 

1866.... 

1871.... 

1876.... 

18n.... 



Valuation 
..f 137,663,009 00 
. 172,055,808.89 
. 307,965,8 42.92 
. 630,000,000 00 
. 630,000,000.00 
. 810,000.000.00 



THE STATE SEAL. 

The Great Seal of the State of Michigan was presented by Hon. 
Lewis Cass to the Convention which framed the first Constitution 
fo>the State, in session at the city of Detroit, on the 2d day of June, 
1825, and on the 22d day of the same month, the Convention 
adopted the following resolution, offered by the Hon. Eoss Wiildns: 



''JResolvedy That the President of this Convention tender to the 
Hon. Lewis Cass, the thanks of this Convention, representing the 
people of Michigan, for the handsome State seal presented by him 
to the forthcoming State." 

The Latin motto on the seal, ^'/ quwris 2)eninsulam ammnam 
circumspice, — "If you wish to see a beautiful peninsula, look around 
you," was doubtless suggested by the inscription upon a tablet in 
St. Paul's Cathedral, London, to the memory of Sir Christopher 
Wren, its renowned architect, Si qumis moniimentum amoeniim cir- 
cumspice, — "If you wish to see a beautiful monument^ look round 
you," referring to the great master-piece of architecture, by him de- 
signed, as the most fitting tribute to his memory. 



THE GOYEENOES OF MICHIGAN. 



UNDEK FRENCH DOMINION, 1622--1768. 



Samuel Champlain 1 622— 1635 

M. de Mont m agny 1636 -1647 

M. de xlillebout 1648-1 650 

M. de Ijauson 165 1 — 1 65(5 

M. de Lanson ("^oii) 1656--1657 

M. de AilleDout 1657—1658 

M. de Argensoii 1658—1660 

Baron de Avangour 1661—1663 

M. de Mesey 1663—1665 

M. de Courcelles 1665-1672 

Count de Frontenac 167'Z-] 68 1 



i M. de la Barre 1682- 

i M. d-- Nonville 16«5- 

I Count de Frontenac 1689- 

I M. de Callieres 1699- 

' M. de YaudreuU ....1703- 

M. de Beauharnoi.s 1726- 

M. de Ga'isHonier '..1747- 

M. de la Jonquiere ....1749- 

M. de Quesne ■ 1 752- 

M. de Vaudreuil de Cava- 

gnac 1755- 



1685 
-1689 
-1698 
-1703 
1725 
1747 
1749 
-1752 
-1755 

-1763 



UNDER BRITISH DOMINION, 1763- -1796. 



James Murray 1763—1767 

Guy Carleton 1768-1777 

F ederiek Haldimand 1777—1785 



Henry Hamilton 1785-1786 

Lord Dorchester 1786—1796 



TEEEITOEIAL GOYEENOES. 



NORTHWEST TERRITORY. 
Arthur St. Clair 1796—1 800 

INDIANA TERRITORY. 
William Henry Harrison 1800— 1805 

MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 

WilliamHull .....1805—1813 | George B Porter 1831-1834 

Lewis Cass 1813—1831 ' Sttjvens T. Mason, pa: o^cio 1834— 1835 



GOVEENOES OF STATE OF MICHIGAN. 



Btevons T. Mason 1835-1840 

William Woodbridge 18 10-1841 

J. Wright Gordon (acting).. 1841-1842 

John S- Barry 1843-1815 

Alpheus Felch 18 16-1847 

William L. Greenl y (acting) . 1 847-1 847 

Epaphroditus Ransom 1848 1849 

John S. Barry 1850-1851 

Hubert McClelland 185 M853 



Andrew Parsons (acting).. .1853-1854 

Kinsley S. Bingham 1855-1853 

Moses Wisner 1 859-1 860 

Austin Blair 1 86 l-l 864 

Henry H. Crapo 1865-1868 

Henry P.Baldwin 1869-1872 

John J. Bagley 1873-1877 

Chas. M.CroBwell 1877-188 l 

David H. Jerome 1881. 
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It is a pleasant and cheerful task to write the history of rapid 
and continuous progress in the past, of prosperity in the present, 
and to predict with confidence a brilliant future. Such is the nature 
of the task assigned to the historian of Muskegon. Favored by 
nature with a great lake to the west, the second greatest fresh water 
sheet on the globe, with a coast hne indented with the best harbors 
on the lake, with inland lakes communicating with the great lake 
at the termini of great rivers, extending for hundreds of miles 
inland, and bearing on their bosoms the boundless . wealth of the 
best pineries in the world, with excellent railway communication 
reaching out to every part of her domau), with her harbors white 
with the mnged messengers of commerce, with increasing means of 
utilizing the waste and refuse materials of the saw mills, with the 
certamty of discovering in salt a new and important source of rev- 
enue, with her salubrious climate, with her growing and important 
fruit interests, and above all, with the aid of her energetic and en- 
terprising citizens, backed, as they are, by ample capital, Muskegon 
is destined to become one of the wealthiest, if not the wealthiest, 
of the counties of Michigan. 

Muskegon County is situated on the east shore of Lake Michi- 
gan, in the veiy Jxeart of the famous "fruit belt" of Michigan, and is 
bounded on the north by Oceana County, on the northeast by 
Newaygo County, on the east by Kent County, and on the south by 
Ottawa County. It is of irregular shape, as several towns extend 
far to the east into Kent County. On the west the boundary is 
Lake Michigan. 

The townships are, commencing on the northwest and going east, 
in the first tier: White Eiver, Montague and Whitehall (forming 
thirty-six sections). Blue Lake and Holton. In the second tier are 
Fruitland in the west, and then Dalton and Cedar Creek. In the 
third tier areLaketon, on the north and west of Muskegon Lake, with 
a small township. Lakeside, of three sections at the southwest corner 
of the same lake; then Muskegon, then Egelston, Moorland and Casno- 
via extending far to the east. The fourth or last tier is Norton in 
the west, then Fruitport and then Eavenna. That is, five townships 
in the northern tier, three in the next, six in the next and three in 
the southernmost tier — ^in aU seventeen townships. Then there is 
in Muskegon Township a great city— -Muskegon, —the villages 
of Whitehall and Montague are in the townships of the same name, 
and Fruitport in the extreme south, at the head of Spring Lake. 
The county has a breadth from north to south of twenty-four 
miles, and an extreme length from east to west— from Laketon to 
Casnovia, — of thirty miles. 

White Eiver Township is a mere gore of two or three sections 
wide and six miles long, forming about two-fifths of a regular Con- 
gressional township. Montague and Whitehall together form a full 
town, of which the former constitutes about two-thirds. They were 
originally known as Oceana Township. The incorporated village of 
Whitehall is at the head of White Lake, and across the lake, to the 
north, is Montague village. Fruitland is somewhat irregular, on 



the west, as is also Laketon, Norton and Muskegon. Fruitport [is 
the largest town, being nine miles wide from east to west, and con- 
taining fifty-four square miles. The other towns are regular squares 
of 6x6 miles, containing 36 sections. These are Blue Lake, Holton, 
Cedar Creek, Egelston, Moorland, Casnovia and Eavenna. 

Muskegon City was taken from Muskegon Township, and hes 
on the southeast corner of Muskegon Lake. It is a stirring, active, 
progressive city, the greatest lumber manufacturing city in the 
world, and. contains within its hmits half the population of the 
county. It has the county seat, and is in every way the emporium 
of the surrounding townships. We shaU endeavor to do fuU justice 
to this wonderful city. 

Whitehall and Montague are the next places of importance, 
are great lumbering regions, and, of late years, are thriving won- 
derfully. Whitehall had her great fire in July 1881, and is just 
recovering from it, and Montague had hers a few years before. Both 
are now being built chiefly of brick, as far as the business streyts 
are concerned. 

North Muskegon, just across the lake from the City, is fast 
rising in importance as a lumber manufacturing place, and will re- 
ceive due recognition in these pages. Holton Village and Fruitport 
are the only other places of importance, the other villages and ham- 
lets being small post stations. 

RAILWAYS. 

The county is well served with railways, which are all under 
one management as the Chicago & West Michigan Eailway, which 
with its branches, is already 400 miles in length. We are 
enabled to give a full history of the rise of this railway, which 
is under admirable management, and is highly prosperous. It 
runs across the west side of the county, about six miles from the 
west coast, from Grand Haven through Norton, Muskegon, Dalton, 
Northeast Fruitland, Whitehall and Montague, and thence north to 
Pentwater. Its stations are Mona Lake, Muskegon, Big Eapids 
Junction, Dalton, Caihff's, AVhitehail and Montague. Four mHes 
north of Muskegon City there is the Big Eapids branch of the C. & 
W. M., crossing Dalton Township, with Twin Lake station in the 
northeast, thence through Holton village and on to Big Eapids. 

On the extreme east of the county the Newaygo Eailway from 
Grand EajDids enters Casnovia, and its principal station, Trent, 
serves the people of East Muskegon with railway accommodatiors. 

There is scarcely a portion of the county which is more than 
six miles from some railway, and the roads being chiefly sandy are 
soon in condition to travel after a rain. There is, however, pressing 
need of a better wagon road from Eavenna and Casnovia to Muske- 
gon City, which would be a mutual benefit to the residents of these 
towns and of the city. 

There is also a short line of railway to Bluff ton from Muskegon, 
and the railway already nuis to North Muskegon, and it is proposed 
to run it down to the mouth of the lake, so as to have a complete 
circle of railway around the beautiful and busy Muskegon Lake. 
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THE C. & W. M. KAIL WAY. 

The history of the railroads of Muskegon and Ottawa Counties 
is but another evidence of the tendency of the age towards the con- 
sohdation of smaller concerns into a huge and powerful consolidated 
company — the Moses' rod plan of swallowing up the weaker. We 
are indebted for many of the following particulars to Mr. F. A. 
Nims, of Muskegon, who aided in bringing about the present com- 
bination of clashing interests, uniting them into one harmonious 
whole, more jjrofitable to the stockholders and affording the people 
better service. 

The year 1868 saw the first railway in operation, the Muskegon 
& Ferry sburg, a distance of about fifteen miles; vvith L. G. Mason, 
President; F. A. Nims, Secretary and Attorney, and Major Davis, 
S. E. Sanford, A. Eodgers and others, as Directors. 

In 1869 the Muskegon & Ferrysburg road consolidated with 
the road trom Grand Haven to Allegan, under the name of the 
Michigan Lake Shore Railroad, with the late Ransom Gardner, of 
Kalamazoo, as President; A. J. Kellogg, of Allegan, as Secretary 
and Treasurer, and George Goss, of Allegan, as Superintendent. 
The firm of Goss, Warner & Co. had built the Allegan portion, and 
W. F. Thompson, of Detroit, the road from Ferrysburg, wiiich 
were subsequently sold under foreclosure of mortgage, being bid in 
by the bondholders, and reorganized as the Grand Haven Railroad, 
the original stockholders getting nothing. James W. Converse, of 
Boston, became President; C. C. Converse, Secretary, and Fred H. 
May, Manager. In 188 i the control of the stock passed into the 
hands of those interested in the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad, 
and the Grand Haven and other lines were consolidated with the Chi- 
cago & West Michigan. The four consolidated companies are now 
known as the Chicago & West Michigan Railway Company, which 
includes the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad Company and 
others, the only change of name beings the use of "railway" instead 
of "railroad." The four consolidated companies are: 1. The old Chi- 
cago & West Michigan Railroad; 2. Grand Haven Railroad; 3. 
Grand Rapids, Newaygo & Lake Shore; 4. Indiana & Michigan 
Railroad. 

The officers for 1881 were Nathaniel Thayer, Jr., of Boston. 
President; Charles Meiriam, of Boston, Secretary and Treasurer; 
G. C. Kimball, of Grand Rapids, General Manager, and F. A. Nims, 
'of Muskegon, Attorney. It has now four hundred miles built and 
in operation, and one hundred miles building. The organization 
extends from Manistee in the north, to Battle Creek in the southeast, 
and to Lacrosse, Indiana, in the south. 

The Chicago & West Michigan Railroad originated in a com- 
pany formed to build from New Buffalo to St. Joseph. In April, 
1869, an organization on paper was formed, with Hon. A. H. Mor- 
rison, of St. Joseph, as the leading spirit. In June, 1869, the 
Lake Shore Railroad of West Michigan w^as formed to build a road 
from St. Joseph to Muskegon, and in the following month both 
companies consolidated, and took the name of the first company. 
The officers were virtually the same, and both were organized by 
Mr. Morrison, and he built the road from New Buffalo to Nunica. 

Prior to this a company had been formed in Grand Rapids in 
February, 1869, called the Grand Rapids & Lake Shore Railroad, 
to run from Grand Rapids to Pentwater by way of Muskegon. In 
August, 1870, this company was consolidated with the Chicago & 
Michigan Lake Shore Railroad, taking the name of the latter, and 
during 1870 Martin L. Sweet, of Grand Rapids, built the road from 
Nunica to Montague. 

In 1870 another corporation named the Grand Rapids & Hol- 
land Railroad was projected, with F. Godfrey, of Grand Rapids, as 
President, and also Geo. H. White as one of the promoters. The 
road was built in 1870. At this time James F. Joy was President 



of the Chicago & Michigan Lake Shore, and was advancing money 
in his official capacity as president to build these hues as feeders to 
his own line. 

In 1871 still another line was projected as the Montague, Pent- 
water & Manistee Railroad, with Samuel A. Brown, of Pentwater, 
as President; and this road w^as built by Thompson, Smith & Co., of 
Detroit, under a contract from Joy as president of the Chicago & 
Michigan Lake Shore Railroad. In the fall of 1871 the Montague, 
Pentwater & Manistee Railroad was completed, and, along with the 
Grand Rapids & Holland hne, was consolidated with the Chicago & 
Michigan Lake Shore Railroad. 

In December, 1871, there was organized in Muskegon a line to 
run from Muskegon to Big Rapids, known as the Muskegon & Big 
Rapids Railroad Company, which line is now the Big Rapids branch 
of the Chicago & West Michigan, mth L. G. Mason President; A. 
Rodgers, Treasurer, and F. A. Nims, Secretary and Attorney. This 
road was built in the fall and winter of 1872, by Thompson, Smith 
& Co., of Detroit, under a contract with Joy similar to the other 
contracts for building the lines. Prior to the completion of the road 
it was consolidated with Joy's roads. 

For the construction of these roads and branches mortgages had 
been given, and on November 11th, 1876, a bill was filed in the 
United States Court to foreclose these, and Geo. C. Kimball, of 
Grand Rapids, was appointed Receiver for the entire property, he 
having acted for two years previous as General Manager. 

At the sale of these roads they were bid in for the bondholders 
by Charles Francis Adams, Jr., of Boston, who reorganized them 
and named the consolidation the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad 
Company. 

The Grand Rapids, Newaygo & Lake Shore Company was or- 
ganized to build a road from Grand Rapids to Manistee. The road 
was built to White Cloud by Chester Warner & Co. James W. Con- 
verse, of Boston, and his friends, took the bonds, furnished the 
money and obtained control of the stock. Early in 1881 he parted 
with the control of this stock and that of the Grand Haven Railroad 
to the leading stockholders of the Chicago & West Michigan Rail- 
road, passing over at the same time the control of the Muskegon 
Lake Railroad, which had been organized to build a road from 
Muskegon City to Pt. Sherman at the mouth of Muskegon Lake. 

In the summer of 1881 the Chicago & W^est Michigan Railroad, 
in order to get more extended connections to the south, southeast, 
and southwest, organized a corporation known as the Indiana & 
Michigan Railroad, which is in course of rapid construction to 
Lacrosse, Indiana, the junction of the Panhandle system of railways 
with the Louisville, New Albany & Chicago Railroad. The road 
crosses the Michigan Central, Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific, Lake Shore 
& Michigan Southern, Baltimore & Ohio, Grand Trunk, Pittsburg, Ft. 
Wayne & Chicago, New York, Chicago and St. Louis, and other 
hues. To realize the importance of the line it is sufficient to state 
that in thirty-five miles it crosses no less than ten trunk hues. It 
will be opened to Laporte, Indiana, early in 1882, and finished in 
the spring of the same year. 

The Chicago & West Michigan Railway also lease the White 
River Railroad, extending already twelve miles into the pineries from 
White Cloud, and which will probably cross the Flint & Pere Mar- 
quette Railway to the North. 

The Chicago & West Michigan is now in a highly prosperous 
condition under its present wise and vigorous management, its 
stock having pulled up from fifteen cents on the dollar as high as 
ninety-five cents, and at this present writing standing at eighty-five 
cents. 

Late in 1881 the company removed the rails of the old Lake 
Shore line, from HoUand City through Blendon, Ottawa, Robinson 
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and Spoonville Stations, and have, in fact, discontinued the Hne 
from Holland via Nunica to Fruitport, and have built a short branch 
a little above Ferrysburg to a point about a mile north of Fruitport, 
which enables them to run their freight in and out of Muskegon 
City more easily. 

H YDROGE APHIC AL . 

It is impossible to conceive of a county more blessed with water 
in its various forms than Muskegon. 

First, it has on its western side a coast line of about thirty 
miles exposed to the modifying influences of the great lake, the pre- 
vaihng winds being from the west. The presence of so mighty a body 
of water — next to the largest sheet of fresh water on the Globe — and 
that on the windward side, cannot fail to have a marked influence for 
good, in moderating the temperature of the atmosphere, in ameliorat- 
ing the character of the soil, and increasing the land surface by reason 
of its currents, raising up those immense sand dunes towering along 
its coast line, blockading the mouths of rivers, and forming beau- 
tiful httle lakes, such as Black Lake in Norton, Muskegon Lake, 
Duck Lake and White Lake, on all of which the busy hum and 
whirr of the saw mill are heard. 

No one can overestimate the importance to Muskegon County, of 
its position on the great lake ; apart altogether from the advantages 
to chmate, soil, and small lake formations, is that of commerce. 
Her great staple is lumber, and as this is a heavy freight, there is 
no means of carriage as cheap as water, and with such harbors as 
Port Sherman and White Lake, the lumber is right on the high- 
way of commerce, which is open and free to all nearly all the year 
round, and keeps down the railway rates which have to compete 
with water. Muskegon harbor at Port Sherman never freezes over, 
so rapid is the current. 

Then in its rivers Muskegon possesses a priceless heritage, 
which has made it what it is to-day, and will continue to be, the 
greatest factor in its prosperity. Muskegon Eiver is the longest and 
largest river in the State of Michigan, which after draining a broad 
valley far in the interior, expands into a handsome lake close upon 
the shores of Lake Michigan. No natural position could be more 
favorable for the handling of logs and the shipment of the sawed 
product. 

Muskegon Eiver extends its branches to the central high plateau, 
and is fed by Higgins and Houghton lakes. The mouth of the 
Muskegon is a short distance south of the first correction line. 
This river and the Grand Eiver are not navigable to any extent, but 
their mouths are sufficiently wide for a few miles to afford harbors 
for vessels of medium size. The water power of these rivers is 
ample, and the branches flow through timbered lands, which is of 
vital importance to the lumber interest as mediums for the trans- 
portation of felled timber from otherwise almost inaccessible parts 
of the interior to ports or railroad stations. Without these rivers 
the greater portion of our timber would be almost worthless to its 
owners. Their importance can be fully appreciated only by those 
who hav'e seen the lumberman at work. 

In the fall of the year hundreds of axmen and teamsters, with 
their horses and yokes of oxen, penetrate seventy or eighty miles 
into forest desolation, scarcely cutting a rough, narrow road, which 
seems impassable for man or beast; yet, by means of which, during 
their stay in the winter, the necessary supplies are "conveyed. Ar- 
rived at the places with valuable timber, huts are erected, temporary 
stables for the animals arranged, and work begins. Tree after tree sinks 
to the ground under the pitiless strokes of their axes. The valu- 
able parts of the trunks are cut into logs of proper length, and drawn 
on sleds to the nearest creek, where they are piled up until, in spring- 
time by the melting of the snows, the creeks are swollen into im- 



petuous streams, which are kept back or hemmed in by dams. After 
the water has risen sufficiently, the braces holding back the logs are 
removed, when with terrible speed, smashing everything in their 
way, they dash into the muddy pond. The gates are then opened, 
and swiftly ghde the logs along with the rapid current, accompanied 
by a crew of men, who remove all obstacles, walking with surprising 
dexterity to and fro over the floating logs. Finally they reach the 
mouth of the rivers, which expand into lake-like basins. It often 
occurs that a river-bed for many miles up its course is jammed with 
logs, representing several square miles ofjorest, an interesting and 
curious sight. 

There are the mills, erected only a few years since, surrounded 
by acres of sawdust and other refuse, witnessing to the stupendous 
work performed. On entering, what a humming, „ buzzing from all 
sides ! — a gigantic bee-hive. Hundreds of persons at work in ad- 
mirable order, making use of the irresistible steam power, in the 
most diversified way, without a minute's loss of time — engine and 
men working in unison. A log five feet in diameter floats towards 
the mill; a moment more, and fastened to a chain, it moves up the 
shdeway, goes straight under the saws, and in another minute is con- 
verted into boards, which without delay are passed under the edg- 
ing machine and are ready for the market. Meanwhile, before a 
car is ready to receive them at the lumber pile, aU the edging slabs 
are transformed into pickets or lath with the regularity of clockwork. 
These sights make an impression on the thoughtful spectator which 
is more than simple admiration; he feels overpowered by the won- 
ders which man is capable of performing by perseverance and en- 
ergy, coupled with an intelligent use of the forces of nature. 

To the first settlers of the country the heavy forests were gen- 
erally an impediment, as with great labor the trees had to be cut 
down and burned, simply to get them out of the way. This system 
of destruction, a necessity at first, has been continued down to the 
present, so that there is some necessity for measures to preserve the 
forests from wholesale destruction. 

White Eiver is next in size and importance, and is also a good 
stream for water power and for logging and lumbering purposes. It 
is the only other river in the county besides the Muskegon that is 
managed by a booming company, of whose operations we shall 
speak hereafter. 

White Eiver takes its rise in Newaygo County, draining its west- 
ern portion, passing Hesperia, and thence across Oceana County, 
where it receives several new branches, and drains the southeast of 
that county, thence it crosses the northern portion of Muskegon 
County, draining Blue Lake, Whitehall, Montague and White Eiver 
townships, besides portions of other townships. 

Cedar Creek is also an important lumbering stream, and runs 
parallel to Muskegon Eiver within about a mile of it for nearly 
fifteen miles. It empties into Muskegon Lake. 

Then there are Duck Lake and Duck Eiver, in the west of Fruit- 
land, early a great lumbering point for Charles Mears; Black Lake 
and Black Creek, in Norton, where the Ferrys have a sawmiU ; Crock- 
ery Creek drains Eavenna, Casnovia, and part of Moorland. Be- 
sides all these streams, there is an innumerable number of smaller 
brooks which, like that sung of by Tennyson, "go on forever," for- 
ever fertilizing wherever they touch. Then there is no end of 
small lakes in the interior, especially in Blue Lake, Holton, Cedar 
Creek, Egelston and Moorland. 

All this makes Muskegon a land of lakes and rivers, and as it 
was a land heavily timbered, its waters in the past have played no 
insignificant part, and in the future the husbandman ahd stock raiser 
will find them a necessary element of success. In Muskegon there 
is truly " the voice of many waters. " 
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SOIL. 

Prof. Eominger, the State Geologist, in speaking of the form- 
ation of the soil, says : 

The soil covering the Lower and also the greater part of the 
Upper Peninsula is most generally formed of drift or else of alluvial 
material; that is to say, it is composed of more or less finely com- 
minuted and triturated fragmental rock masses, and of larger blocks, 
of the most various formations, transported there from the north 
by moving glaciers and floating icebergs, or washed to the spot by 
currents of water, as according to all evidences the entire country 
under consideration has been deeply submerged at a time subse- 
quent to the glacier period. This loose material covers the surface 
of the Lower Peninsula almost universally, often amounting to a 
thickness of 200 and 300 feet; it has likewise in the Upper Penin- 
sula a large surface extent. 

The drift soil is pre-eminently adapted to the growth of plants; 
its composition of a great variety of mineral substances furnishes 
an inexhaustible supply of the various mineral constituents necessa- 
ry for vegetable life. We find sometimes limited areas covered 
with a hght, rather sterile, sandy drift soil; in other places a heavy 
but quite fertile clay soil occurs, but in most instances the drift soil 
in Michigan is composed of a mixture of clay with sand and gravel, 
which combines aU the properties requisite for the production of a 
rich vegetation. It is easily tilled, sufficiently retentive of moisture 
in dry times, and porous enough in wet seasons to prevent the 
drowning of crops. 

TEANSFOKMATIONS AND POSSIBmiTIES. 

The southern portion of the Lower Peninsula, 40 or 50 years 
ago an unbroken, desolate, forest land, is now transformed into a 
mosaic work of carefully cultivated farms interspersed with hundreds 
of opulent cities and villages; the land has become very valuable 
and immigrants generally seek for cheaper homes than they can 
find there. The northern half of the Lower Peninsula is not in- 
ferior in fertihty to the southern; it is only thinly populated and 
much of the land is in its primitive forest condition. These forests 
are the great stores of pine timber, which is exported from Michi- 
gan to all parts of the United States. The value of this timber has 
hitherto attracted the attention of wealthy, enterprising capitaHsts 
to these lands, which by their peninsular position are somewhat 
aside from the great highways of immigrants to the w^est, and few 
of them have stopped there to look for a home, as the access to 
these districts was formerly rather difficult, and moreover their rep- 
utation as being pine lands was, in the eyes of the agriculturist, a 
poor recommendation, for jjine is generally beheved to grow^ only 
on a sterile sandy soil, which is true with exclusively pine forests, but 
the e occupy only a small part of the district, and the most valua- 
ble pine grows scattered through the hardwood lands, which form 
much the larger proportion of the forests and are a sure indication 
of a good quality of soil. 

OPENINGS FOR THE ENTERPRISING. 

Large tracts of this better class of land from which the pine 
trees have been cut, but on which the hardwood is left untouched, 
or of fertile lands cleared of their timber, he idle and can be bought 
at reasonably low prices from their present owners ; there is also 
some government land to be had yet at the original price of |1.25 
per acre, and thousands of farmers could enter into these lands, and 
lay the foundations of a home at very httle expense in money." 

In another part of this work we have given the method of 
treating the sand soils, which has proved so successful in the case 
of Mr. Linderman, on his Cedar Creek farm. As in Ottawa, this 



question of how to manage sand soil, is also an important one in 
Muskegon. 

The soil of Muskegon varies from a light sand, to a sandy 
loam, and in many cases, especially in the interior, to a heavy clay. 
In Moorland, Egelston and other adjoining towns, there is much 
heavy muck soil, which on being drained yields enormously. 

The following from Mr. S. B. Peck, a leading authority on all 
matters pertaining to the fruit interest, will be read with interest as 
showing that the large and increasing fruit business has grown 
from a very small beginning : — 

"When I came to Muskegon in the fall of 1859 I could find 
but two persons who had sufficient faith in the soil even to plant a 
few potatoes in the garden. These were W. F. Wood and Eev. Mr. 
Gillet. Others said the soil was so hght that a warranty deed would 
not hold it. 

Nevertheless as I had GO acres of wild stump land (now in the 
city limits) which I had bought before coming here, upon which, as 
elsewhere, I saw growing thrifty oak grubs, I concluded the soil 
w^ould grow potatoes. So I cleared up an acre, fenced it with rails, 
and domonstrated the fact that it umdcl grow^ potatoes and other 
garden vegetables but not in great profusion without manure. See- 
ing upon the map as well as from ocular demonstration the imme- 
diate presence of the greater and lesser lakes, Michigan and Muske- 
gon, and knowing the ameliorating influence of such bodies of 
water, especially upon their leeward sides, I concluded this climate 
to be a favorable one for such tender fruits as the peach, apricot, &c. 
So in the spring of 1862 I X3lanted my improved acre with peaches 
and apples alternately. At the same time S. E. Sanford planted 
1000 peach trees on what is now block 386 of the city. I should 
have mentioned that in the spring of 1861 F. Joslyn j)lanted a 
small plat of peaches on elevated ground on the north side of Eyer- 
son's creek, and a Mr. Sanderson a similar plat upon a similar site 
on the south side, both plats now in the first ward of the city. 

All these trees made good growth, and gave an impetus to the 
planting, as they seemed to demonstrate the fact that the peach was 
here at home. Mr. Sanford and myself however met with a set- 
back some three years after the above i)lanting, by some 150 being 
kiUed down to the roots in early spring on a sudden stiff breeze 
after a warm speU of some ten days. This occurred only in slight 
depressions in the surface. Our soil generally thaws from below 
in the spring and leaves no standing water; but that year it com- 
menced on the surface and the water settled in these depressions, 
and froze around the crowns of the trees, while at an elevation of 
ten inches above this water the trees went through safe. This 
taught us to avoid hollows in peach planting. All these trees made 
good growth, which induced me to j)ut out more peaches, apples, 
plums, cherries, currants and grapes. Sanford also put out the 
same kinds, filling up what is now block 385. 

These fruits were all tolerably successful except apples, the 
fruit of which has always been mainly destroyed or mutilated by 
the larvae of tfie codhng moth. In consequence of these worms being 
always brought to our market with the country windfall fruit, it has 
been impossible to war against them successfully. 

In February of 1875 all the peach and most of the other fruit 
trees were killed. Grapes escaped death below the snow hne, but 
the crop for the following season w^as ruined. This general ruin 
occurred in all places of the city and township, but in more elevated 
aspects near the big lake, both north and south, where the winds 
from the lake had full sweep, either a part or all of their fruit trees 
escaped. These facts have taught the people of this lake shore to 
seek for their fruits, not the protection of hills and forests, or in 
fact any wind-breaks, but elevations w^tli contiguous depressions, 
where the cold air in times of frost can drain off to lower land or 
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water. Grapes seem here to be more successful than tree fruits, 
and for that reason I have paid more attention to this fruit for the 
past five years than to any other. With the thirty-five varieties 
that I have tried, I am not fully satisfied, but have just obtained 
five more for next spnng." 

J. P. Thompson, many years Secretary of the State Pomologi- 
cal Society of Michigan, says: "Tlie fruit belt of Michigan is not 
an unknown and undiscovered country. There is a river in the 
ocean, ' and there is a fruit belt by the Lake Shore.' That the waters 
of the lakes have an influence upon the climate of the entire penin- 
sula (Michigan) is not questioned. That the waters of Lake Mich- 
igan have a direct and modifying power upon the western shore of 
the State, is also undoubted and yearly demonstrated." 

Li the report of the Department of Agriculture for 1869 we 
find it recorded, "The 'Michigan fruit region ' popularly so called, is 
now known to extend the whole length of the eastern shore of Lake 
Michigan." 

The Pomological report gives the* extent of this belt as 250 
miles, including the portion of eleven counties bordering upon Lake 
Michigan. Peaches grow in all these counties and hence it is called 
* the peach belt of Michigan.' Each of the ports in these counties 
has steam vessels in communication with Chicago and the greatest 
distributing markets in the known world. A railroad also runs 
through all these counties, so that land and water carrying permeates 
the entire belt. The market facilities are good as well as the trans- 
portation facilities. This is the Michigan Lake Shore fruit belt. 
We are willing to acknowledge this, par excellence, as the fruit belt 
of the State. The seasons give the strawberries, raspberries, black- 
berries, gooseberries, currants, grapes, peaches, pears, plums, quinces 
and apples, 

E. P. Eae, prince of fruit-growers, in a late number of 
Scribner, says: "It is of vital importance that tlie fruit farm should 
be near good shipping, and that there be sufficient population in the 
immediate vicinity to furnish pickers in abundance." 

Much more general evidence might be given to show the extent 
of the known fruit belt of Michigan. On the west, southwest and 
northwest, from whence are nearly all the winds we have, and surely all 
the prevailing winds, lies the "ever open, ever free" Lake Michigan, 
whose surface is never, even in the coldest weather, covered with ice, 
but free to yield its stored warmth "to temper the winds to the shorn 
lamb," and open to the crafts which ever dot its surface and crowd 
its ports. Subject to these modified winds, warmed in the winter 
and cooled in the summer by the lake influence to delicious breezes, 
Muskegon and Ottawa have the fruit belt, and a healthful climate. 
Along the whole shore are elevations, hills among which "sweet 
vales in dream-like beauty hide," and among them to the earnest 
fruit grower ' love the air with music fills, and calm content and 
peace abide.' These elevations give, not only variety to the landscape, 
but atmospheric drainage, an essential tiling to successful fruit cult- 
ure. Take your map and scan the entire coast. It is a vast island- 
less shore of a vast islandless lake, but cutting through the ranges 
of hills and highlands, that form the boundary of its waves on the 
oft-recurring streams where sweet, pure waters supply and form the 
great lake. Each of these streams meet at a north entrance to a 
small lake or bay, and around and upon these are the towns, the 
vineyards and the orchards of the fruit belt. Along the heads of 
these lakes and bays may be found the railroad connecting all these 
regions with the great market of Chicago as well as with the lumber 
districts of the north and the inland cities of the south and east. 
While you have your map before yor, please notice the exact location 
of the city of Muskegon. Midway and in the centre of this noted 
fruit belt is the river and Lake Muskegon, dividing this land of Po- 
mona in twain. Near the head of Muskegon Lake, a body of water two 



miles in width and six miles in length, lies the city of Muskegon. 
Of this lake a writer, in the report of the Board of Agriculture, 
says: "There is probably no finer view of commerce and manufact- 
ure combined than is presented by this lake. At the head of this 
lake the Muskegon Eiver discharges its waters drawn from Houghton 
Lake and hundreds of intervening lakes and streams, tributary to 
the river. Bearing upon its surface the milhons of logs that are 
annually required in the great lumber manufactories of this city and 
go thence to build the cities and homes of the Great Prairie West." 

From what has been shown it will be seen that Muskegon has 
a favored location in the midst of the famous "Fruit Belt" of Mich- 
igan. That she has market communications is also plainly to be 
seen. Connected by fast sailing steamers that daily cross Lake 
Michigan, she is next door to Chicago and Milwaukee, the great em- 
poriums of the fruit trade which su]3ply the very many cities, vil- 
lages and towns of the vast country beyond them. Better still, 
express trains with all the facilities of steam brakes, refrigerator cars, 
etc., leaving at a late hour each evening, take the freshly picked fruit 
during the cool night time, and deliver it in the best condition upon 
the hungry Chicago market at the hour of opening business. East- 
ward, northward and southward, express and other trains carry the 
fruit to lumber camps, the inland cities, and where wanted, and there 
is sufficient competition to give it fair rates of freight. Its home 
market is excellent. A city of 16,000 inhabitants engaged largely 
in manufacturing and commerce, must be large consumers of the 
products of the soil. 

That this locality lias the other requisites of a successful fruit 
growing location named by Mr. Eae, namely, help to pick the fruit, 
no one can for a moment question, who is acquainted with the city 
and its population. No difficulty has yet been experienced in getting 
plenty of helj) to pick all the fruit grown. 

The next question to consider is the character of the soil and 
the cost of land upon which ihe fruit is to be grown. Every variety 
of soil exists in the near vicinity. There are stii! clay, loams and 
sandy soil; hiU and lowland, smaU beds of muck, some marl, some 
marsh for cranberries ; broad, elevated plateaus for peaches; south 
hillsides for grapes, and any amount of natural strawberry and black- 
berry soil. All of which can be found upon the same farm, so that 
the fruit-grower can have a succession of fruits which by care and 
management can be put into the market every month in the year. 

The cost of fruit lands varies from $5 per acre to $15, for un- 
tilled land, depending upon location, nearness to city or to points of 
shipping, while cultivated farms can be purchased at from $15 to 
$50 per acre, according to buildings and improvements. Some of 
the most desirable locations might exceed even this figure. 

FRUIT. 

The first to go into fruit to any extent in the City of Muskegon 
was Samuel B, Peck and his son-in-law, S. E, Sanford, ex-sheriff 
of Ottawa County, about the year 1861. Mr. Peck has ever since 
continued to take a great interest in fruit-growing, and is an 
authority on the subject. Mr. Cockburn, son-in-law of the late Mr. 
Moulton, had in 1881 charge of a large grapery between Muskegon 
and Bear lakes. He had ten acres in grapes, with which he was 
very successful, and fairly successful with peaches. Mr. Peck 
was the man that directed Mr. Moulton 's attention to the spot as 
the best for his purposes. About 1866 or 1867, Mr. Moulton came 
from St. Joseph, where he had a fruit farm. Mr. Moulton's success 
has been uniform with the exception of the summer of 1875, when 
his grapes were mostly killed to the shore line. He died in 1879, 
and his wife the year following. 

Mr. Peck, for the last few years, has devoted his attention to 
the testing of varieties of grapes on his place in the south part of 
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the city of Muskegon, consisting of twenty acres under cultivation, 
with two acres of grapes ; he exhibited ten varieties at the American 
Pomological Society's exhibition at Boston in 1881, which were said 
to be the best specimens of the kind exhibited on that occasion. 
Mr, Peck is experimenting with thirty-five varieties. The Eumelon 
and the Eoger's eight varieties are, in his opinion, the best adapted 
for the market. He thinks that the w^hite varieties, for which there 
is at present quite a rage, will not ultimately succeed, owing to a 
want of flavor. The red varieties are, he thinks, the best 
adapted to the general wants of the people as to flavor. The Isa- 
bella and CataAvba will not ripen here. The To Kalon scarcely 
develops in this section unless special care is taken to prevent over- 
bearing. The black varieties were the first cultivated and do well 
here. In Moulton's grapery are chiefly Concord, with some lona 
and Isabella and Ives' seedling, Hartford, Champion and others. 
The lona grape is uncertain and difficult to raise, but it has the best 
flavor of any raised here. Unless a man is a good nurse he should 
not attempt to raise it. The Israelii, introduced by Dr. Grant at 
the same time as the lona, is perfectly worthless, as it does not bear 
to any extent. 

We shall not, in this place, go into a minute account of the 
rise of the fruit interest. This wiU be given under the history of 
each particular locality, and in the sketches of individuals who have 
helped to develop this interest. We might, however, here refer to 
C. N. Merriman, of Duck Lake, in Fruitland, who has gone, for 
some years, very extensively into peaches and other fruits, in con- 
nection with Charles Mears, of Chicago. Mr. Merriman is very 
skillful and thorough, and consequently is meeting with success. 
Mr. A. T. Linderman is also a good authority on the fruit question, 
being ex- Secretary of the State Pomological Society. In Norton and 
Fruitport, especially on Black Lake, fiuit is extensively cultivated. 
Ira Porter is said to have been the first to introduce fruit there. 
The names of the present growers will be found under the history 
of their respective towns. Charles H. Cook, in Montague, is a very 
successful peach raiser, and there are rising up in every township 
good orchards of peaches and other fruits, and strawberries, and 
small fruits are receiving their full share of attention. 



MUSKEGON SALT. 



THE MASON AND TRUESDELL WELLS. 



Ever since it was first demonstrated that salt could be produced 
in Micliigan, and more especially since it has been so successfully 
produced in the Saginaw district, the people of Muskegon have never 
entirely abandoned the idea that the production of salt could and 
should be added to the industries of their city. Efforts to find brine 
at Muskegon have been made several times. About fifteen years 
ago the TruesdeU weU was put down to a considerable depth, and 
brine was obtained; the drilling tools got caught in the well, how- 
ever, and it had to be abandoned. After that unfortunate and ex- 
pensive experiment the salt question was dropped for several years, 
but not altogether. 

In January, 1872, the Mason Lumber Company concluded to 
make another test by sinking a well near their mill. A number of 
mill owners infcerestsd in the experiment subscribed a sum to 
help defray the expenses. In May, 1872, a contract was en- 
tered into with a well known firm of well borers, and work was soon 
after commenced. It progressed with various interruptions during 
the years 1872, 1873 and 1874, and before June of the latter year 
had reached a depth of two thousand feet; there " salt bearing rock" 
was found ; the stratum was fifty feet thick and yielded a flow^ of 
very strong brine. Hoping to discover another stratum below it. 



the boring was continued to a depth of two thousand four hundred 
feet without success. In January. 1875, a test of the well with a 
salt pumj) and pump tubing was made. The pump was placed 900 
feet from the surface. It was found that there was not a sufiicient 
flow of brine to supply it. ki each stroke a vacuum would form in 
the pump chamber and finally the engine was unable to move it. 
The contractor pronounced the well a failure. Not willing to give 
up all hope, the Mason Lumber Company had the w^ell sunk two 
hundred and twenty-six feet deeper without any more favorable re- 
sult. They then abandoned it. The work had run along, with a 
number of accidents and delays, through three years, and $18,000 
were expended; of this amount the Mason Lumber Company con- 
tributed two-thirds, the balance was raised by subscription. The 
well was bored to a depth of 2,627 feet. A large casing pipe extends 
down 225 feet to the rock, inside of wiiich there is a string of four- 
teen feet of casing x^ipe four and five-eighths inches in diameter. 

Nothing further was done towards boring or looking for salt 
for some years. Seeing in the success of the Manistee well further 
encouragement, as it confirmed the theory that the salt deposit is to 
be found, not only ixi the eastern part of the State, but ^also on the 
shores of Lake Michigan, a number of mill owners resolved to 
test the old Mason well again and more fully. A subscription was 
started and the following firms and individuals promised their aid : 

Eyerson, Hills & Co., L. G. Mason, W. S. Gerrish, C. H. 
Hackley & Co., A. Y. Mann & Co., Stimson, Fay & Co., F. S. Farr, 
Agent, Torrent & Arms Lumber Co., M. Wilson & Co., A. Eodgers 
& Co., Swan, White & Smith, 0. P. Pillsbuiy & Co., C. D. Nelson & 
Co., Walworth & Eeed, S. C. Hall, McGraft & Montgomery, W. H. 
Bigelow & Co., Thayer LumTaer Co., Chicago & West Michigan E. 
E. Co., E. J. Millen & Co. 

A. S. Montgomery and M. A. Eyerson were appointed a com- 
mittee to conduct the test. A contract was made with the firm of 
Marrs & Miller, of Chicago, to do the work, and they commenced 
on May 25th. The well had been standing so long unused that it 
was found to be in a poor condition to make as thorough a test as 
was to be desired. The casing pipe which extends some 1,400 feet^ 
down had originally been allowed to "run away" and had "tele- 
scoped" in several places. This probably explains why the con- 
tractor originally did not place his pump valves lower than 900 feet. 
Experience at that time had shown that pump valves ought to be 
placed as near the salt rock as possible. The pipe had also become 
rusty and the well w^as full of mud. After swaging out and clean- 
the pipe and clearing the well, the pump at the end of a string of 
1400 feet of three-inch pipe was low^ered, and the pipe packed at the 
lower extremity to shut out the fresh water from above. An effort 
to w^ork the pump showed the flow of brine to be insufficient to sup- 
ply it. It w^as considered that that state of things might be due to 
the coating of the weU, so two "Eoberts Torpedoes" were exploded, 
one two thousand and fifteen feet down, the other two thousand 
and thirty-five feet. The natural effect of this was to cave the well 
at those points and loosen the seams of the salt rock. In cleaning 
out the well after this operation it w^as left blocked up below two 
thousand and one-hundred feet, as no salt rock had been found 
lower than that. 

When the pump and pipe were again in place, it was found that 
the pump could be worked without difficulty. Until the well was 
cleaned ^out the brine was quite muddy, but after three hours 
steady pumping it became clear. The pump ran at 25 strokes per 
minute, yielded from 6 to 7 gallons of very strong brine. This re- 
sult was deemed very satisfatory, for it was to be taken in consid- 
eration that the pump was six hundred and fifty feet above the bot- 
tom of the salt rock, and that in^place of new pumping rods, ordin- 
ary drilling poles were used. 
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Commencing July 30, the pmnping was continued for seventy- 
two hours without any ^change in the quantity or strength of the 
brine. The sahnometer marked from 102 to 105 degrees, the ap- 
parent anomaly of brine over 100 degrees being due to the presence 
of foreign matters in the brine, and the difference of temperature. 
It was calculated that the Mason well, running as it did, with the 
pump valves six -hundred and fifty feet from the bottom of the salt 
rock and with drilling poles for pump rods, produced enough brine 
to make over seventy-five barrels of salt per twenty-four hours. 

All those familiar with salt wells who have seen the Mason 
well, express the opinion that its yield could be very largely increased 
by lowering the pump and pump tubing to the salt rock, and using 
proper pump rods. But as that would require a considerable out- 
lay in rimming out the well, and as the handhng of so long a string 
of pump rod, and three -inch pipe without a heavier engine than the 
one furnished for the test, was deemed imprudent, it was resolved 
to suspend the test; for in the opinion of all the existence of brine 
in paying quantities at Muskegon was sufficiently demonstrated. 

The brine obtained was remarkably clear and made a very 
white salt without going through any settling process. 

Prof. Delafontaine, of Chicago, analyzed a sample with the fol- 
lowing result : 

In one gallon of brine he found 1 pound, 15 ounces and 2 
grains of salt; 20 grains of gypsum; 9 ounces, 101 grains of chlo- 
ride of calcium; 1 ounce, 11 grains of chloride of magnesium; spe- 
cific gravity, 1,215 at Q^ degrees F. 

Unfortunately, until a new well is bored, there is no way of as- 
certaining the exact nature of the geological formation of the dis- 
trict around Muskegon, except from the old record of the boring of 
the Mason well, and it is difficult to determine how accurately it 
was kept. It is as follows : 

MASON WELL 

Surfaec, sand. clay. <^te 225 feet. 

Gray limestone and shale 400 

Blue shale with loose streaks 775 

Solid blue shale 150 " 

Solid red shale 150 " 

Lime Rock with streaks of shale 300 

Salt bearing rock with streaks of sand 1 to 4 feet thick 50 " 

Light colored lime rock and shale 50 " 

Dark colored lime rock 250 

Gypsum and lime in streaks 4 to « feet thick 50 " 

Lime , 145 '* 

Rapid an<l various changes ending in dark lime rock, loose and 
porous 82 

Total 2G27 feet. 

The salt idea just now is '' booming," and in a short time salt 
manufacture is destined to play no unimportant part in the develop- 
ment of Muskegon. Tlie derrick of Kyerson, Hills & Co. is already 
finished, and \\\e machinery is being made ready for boring, and so 
satisfied are this wealthy and enterprising firm of the certainty of 
getting salt, that they mU not wait until they have struck the salt 
stratum, but assuming their success in that respect, they are pro- 
ceeding with the erection of a fine salt block to manufacture the 
salt at once on its discovery. 

Mr. T. D. Stimson is likewise going on at once with his works 
on the property adjoining, and the old Mason well mil be pumped 
and suitable works erected. The Mason Lumber Company deserve 
great credit for being the pioneers in testing the matter, by which 
all are being benefitted. Mr. John Torrent is about to bore in 
North Muskegon, and others will shortly follow. 

There is no place better adapted for successfully manufacturing 
salt than Muskegon, as it has in its sawdust and miU refuse aU the 
fuel necessary to evaporate the brine, whereas in other places the 
fuel is the chief expense, and from five to ten acres of land are 
necessary with each weU on which to store the wood. 



Again, the means of transportation by land and water are unriv- 
aled, and the position of the city is such that it commands 
the market of Chicago and the great Northwest. This sum- 
mer will witness a great impetus to the prosperity of the city, if salt 
is produced of the quantity and quahty that the capitaHsts interested 
so confidently anticipate. 



LUMBEK INTEEESTS OF MUSKEGON. 

OKIGIN OF THE BUSINESS AT MUSKEGON. 

Forty years ago the broad vaUey of the Muskegon Eiver em- 
bracing an area of several thousand square miles in extent was an 
almost unbroken forest. Its timber consisted largely of white 
pine, growing sometimes entirely by itself in dense groves and 
sometimes intermingled with other forest trees, such as the oak, 
beech, maple, hemlock, etc., but generally no inconsiderable portion 
of the forest was pine. There are several varieties of pine, all of 
which grow in the Muskegon valley, but the choicest variety known 
as the Cork pine grows in greater abundance in this locahty than in 
any other, it is believed, in the United States. This vast forest, a 
storehouse of wealth, worth uncounted millions of dollars, did not 
begin to attract attention until about the year 1840. Some three 
lumber manufacturing companies had just commenced the 
manufacture of lumber upon Muskegon Lake, but upon a very 
small scale, cutting less than forty thousand feet altogether. 
The demand was small, and it had brought to the manufacturer 
but. poor return thus far. The great tide of emigration that had 
hitherto swept across the country from the east had been absorbed 
by Western New York, Ohio and Indiana, all of them large forest 
covered countries supplying the settler at his door with aU varieties 
of lumber that he needed. And it was not until the tide had rolled 
beyond the boundaries of these states, out upon the treeless prairies 
of Ilhnois and Iowa that the pineries of Michigan began to bring 
back wealth to the manufacturer. There the settler must get his 
lumber from abroad and a demand soon sprung up for Michigan 
lumber that was constant and steadily increasing. No other state 
could furnish it either in quantity or quahty with equal facility. 
Thus stimulated, the lumber interest of the Muskegon valley began 
to be developed. The number of saw mills during the next ten 
years had increased to six with a capacity for manufacturing about 
sixty thousand feet of lumber per day. The business had nearly 
doubled, keeping pace with the population of Illinois and Iowa, 
which had also nearly doubled in that time. During the ten years 
from 1850 to 1860, the number of saw miUs had increased to ten, 
with a capacity of more than four times that of the miUs running in 
1850, the aggregate capacity being about three hundred thousand 
feet per day, and manufacturing during the sawing season probably 
about four miUion feet of lumber. During the next ten years the 
lumber interests had vastly increased. 

EXTENT OF THE LUMBEK INTEKEST. 

In the year 1870 there w^as manufactured over two hundred 
milhon feet of lumber upon Muskegon Lake alone, there being at 
this time twenty- six miUs in operation with capacities largely in- 
creased by improved machinery. In 1881 the production of lumber 
was three times that of 1870. 

EXTENT OF THE LOGGING INTEEEST. 

The whole amount manufactured since has year by year in- 
creased until in the year 1879 it had reached the enormous amount 
of about four hundred and forty-two million feet upon Muskegon 
Lake alone, as shown by the actual delivery of logs by the Muskegon 
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Booming Co. The actual cost of mannfactiiring and putting into 
market this immense amount of lumber fell but little, if any, 
short of three millions of dollars per year. Thus for forty years this 
stream of lumber lias been flowing from the Muskegon valley, borne 
across Lake Michigan, and emptied into the lap of Chicago. At 
first a tiny stream, increasing year by year until it lias been a mighty 
flood whose magnitude it is not so easy to comprehend, and whose 
aggregate value during that time would reach into the hundreds of 
millions of dollars. From Chicago, through the many arteries of 
commerce, it was distributed all over the country; but chiefly to 
the States of Iowa and Illinois, whose increase of population, bore 
almost an exact proportion to the increase in the manufacture of 
lumber at Muskegon ; the supply increasing with the demand. Such 
was the origin and progress of the lumber manufacture upon the 
Muskegon Eiver; though imperfectly sketched, it will convey some 
idea of its magnitude and importance. 

LOGGING. 

Of course such results could not be accomplished except upon 
some thoroughly organized plan, and systematized application of the 
immense labor necessary to produce it. Accordingly you find in 
every department of these lumber operations, the most perfect sys- 
tem and method adhered to throughout. The logging operation 
forms a distinct business by itself. It consists of converting the 
tree into logs and ]3laciiig them upon the roll-way ready for the river 
driver. The logger, after selecting his ground upon which he pro- 
poses to log, builds what he calls the camp, at a place most con- 
venient for hi§ work. This consists of quite a little village of rude, 
though comfortable, one-story buildings, usually of logs. One of 
these buildings will be used for cooking and eating, another for 
sleeping, another for store house, another for a stable, another for 
blacksmith and carpenter shop. The camp being ready,, the logger 
collects his crew, usually from fifty to one hundred men, gathers 
the necessary teams, tools, furniture, etc., and proceeds to the scene I 
of operations. As soon as the crew is organized, and the axmen, I 
the swampers, the skidders, loaders, and haulers are assigned to their I 
respective shares of the labor, the work begins, and the old patri- [ 
archs of the forest, sometimes two centuries old, begin to faU before \ 
the axes of the choppers with a crash that wakes the echoes from ! 
depths of the forest. As soon as the tree is felled and trimmed, the \ 
axman leaves it for another. It then falls into the hands of the saw- \ 
yers, who, with cross-cut saws, cut it into lengths convenient for | 
sawing. The logs thus sawed are then taken by the skidders, snaked j 
to the skidway, and skidded. In the meantime the swampers have I 
been preparing roads, that being their part in the work. The haul- \ 
ers, with the assistance of the loaders, then take the logs from the ' 
skidway and load them upon bob-sleighs and haul them to the bank- ' 
ing ground, a place on the bank of the river convenient for rolling I 
them into the water. At this place the logger takes his leave of the ! 
saw logs. When the logs are all dehvered here his job is done, i 
All these various operations are done strictly in accordance with es- ! 
tabhshed rules, calculated to produce the greatest results possible 
with a given amount of labor. 

THE BOOMING CO.'s OPERATIONS. 

As soon as the weather will permit, in the spring the logs thus 
banked, having been scaled and marked, are put afloat in the river, 
and are then under the control of the Muskegon Booming Company, 
a corporation organized under the laws of the State for the purpose 
of driving, rafting, booming, and delivering logs. Early in the 
spring the Booming Company sends a large force of men under a 
competent foreman to the head- waters of the river and its tribu- 
taries for the purpose of driving the logs down the river. This re- 
quires most of the summer. When the logs begin to come down 



the river in the spring, the company sends a large number of men 
to the sorting grounds, located on the river at a point a little above 
where it empties into Lake Muskegon, whose duty it is to collect 
the logs of each owner, known by a certain mark on the end of the 
log. This is done by catching the logs as they float down through 
a narrow channel prepared for them, and pulling them by means of 
pike-poles into little pockets arranged along the margin of the chan- 
nel, having an opening into the channel. Each pocket receives a 
particular mark, and when there is a certain number of logs thus 
collected bearing the same mark, they are dogged and chained and 
then shoved out into another channel, to be floated by the current 
to the coupling grounds, where they are received by another gang 
of men, who couple together all chains belonging to the same owner 
in a large raft. These rafts are then towT-d by tug boats belonging 
to the company to the mill where they are to manufactured, and 
deposited in the mill boom. At this place the Boom Company takes 
its leave of the logs. The Boom Company expends annually over 
two hundred thousand dollars in carrying on their part of the w^ork. 
The conduct and management of the business of the company is left 
to the president and secretary. 

THE CUTTING PROCESS. 

The next branch of the business consists of sawing the logs into 
lumber. At one side there is a slide made of timbers passing from 
the mill down into the water of the miU boom, running down the 
center of this slide is an endless chain, worked by the machinery of 
the mill, to which grub hooks are attached. When a log is w^anted 
in the mill it is floated up with the end to the foot of the slide. The 
chain is started, the first hook that comes along hitches itself to the 
log, and it passes up into the mill as though its weight had been 
annihilated, and is left convenient for rolling upon the carriage, 
with cant-hook and " nigger '' it is soon in position for the saw to 
do its work. In a very few minutes the log is. among the things 
that have passed away, and the lumber it has produced is being 
wheeled out upon the dock to a place convenient for shipping to 
market. 

THE TIMBER SUPPLY. 

Notwithstanding tha immense quantity of pine taken from the 
Muskegon valley, it will not be exhausted for many years to come, 
and will probably outlast any locality in the United States. There 
are also large amounts of other kinds of lumber, such as hemlock, 
cedar, oak, maple, ash, etc., that will find a market and be manu- 
factured as soon as pine becomes scarce. Indeed, it can be said 
with truth, that the lumber business has but little more than fairly - 
got beyond the commencement in the Muskegon valley, and the 
amount annually manufactured wiU be midiminished for a long time. 

There is probably no man living to-day, that wiU see the end 
of the lumber business in the valley of the Muskegon, and any pre- 
dictions of its speedy failure are made without a full and careful in- 
vestigation of the immense resources still left to keep up the business. 
When tracts of pine are too far distant from the river to be hauled 
with teams, railroads are constructed from the river to them ; thus 
practically largely extending the area and lumber resources of the 
vaUey, and leaving the question of the possibility of exhaustion so 
far in the future as to be without any significance at this time. 

DOES IT PAY ? 

There is, perhaps, no business that has hitherto more uniformly 
paid, than the lumber business. Where there has been energy, in- 
dustry and perseverance, success has almost invariably followed. 

And the history of lumbermen upon this river wiU demonstrate 
this fact, very few have failed, a large majority have made good 
fortunes, and some have become millionaires. The per centage of 
failures will be found to be far less than in any other class of man- 
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ufactures, and not one-tenth as great as in the mercantile business. 
The business, of course, has its ups and downs, its seasons of pros- 
perity and depression, hke all other occupations, but is much less 
affected. In the worst of times there is some gain, and in prosper- 
ous times fortunes of forty or fifty thousand dollars are sometimes 
made in a single year. It is sometimes said that the time for mak- 
ing money in the lumber business has passed, but such is not the 
case. The truth is that the opportunities are just as good now, and 
will be for a long time to come, as they ever have been. The de- 
mand for lumber must continue, the means of supply are not ex- 
hausted, and the effect of- any over-supply will, after a time, correct 
itseK, and then the old profits wiU again return. Any combination 
of circumstances that affects the price of lumber unfavorably must, 
in the nature of things, be but temporary. The consumption of 
lumber is increasing rather than decreasing ; the means of supply 
are not increasing but diminishing; the general tendency is, there- 
fore, to an increase of price and scarcity of lumber. 

There is nothing that can take the place of pine lumber, hence 
this state of things must continue, the price becoming higher in pro- 
portion to the scarcity of the pine timber. The inducement to 
engage in the lumber business is, therefore, just as good now as it 
ever has been, and there will be just as many fortunes made in the 
future as there have been in the past. Admitting that Muskegon's 
prosperity is inseparably connected with the lumber business and 
she is still destined to be a large city. No man who thinks pretends 
that it is so inseparably connected. She has elements of greatness 
and guarantees of growth and prosperity in her facilities of land and 
water communication^ possessing the best harbor on Lake Michi- 
gan; in being the natural outlet and commercial center of a large 
portion of the western and northern part of the State, and also in 
being the best and only market for a country whose soil and climate 
is singularly well adapted to the production of all the finest variety 
of fruits that grow in any land, and no way inferior in the produc- 
tion of other agricultural products. In these she has her promise 
of future greatness. 

LUMBEK STATISTICS. 

We present in tabular form, from the most reliable sources, the 
statistics of the lumber traffic for the past nine years : 



Town. 


1873. 


1874. 


1875. 


1876. 


1877. 


White Lake 

Muskegon ^ 

Grand Haven and 
Spring Lake 


88.590,000 
329.689.000 

117,535.000 


51.300.000 
309,200,000 

80,961,000 


64,000,000 
330,400,000 

83,160.000 


79.600.000 
296,800.000 

58.500,000 


82,120,000 
327,300.000 

80.805.000 



Town. 



White Lake 

Muskf goH 

Grand Haven and Spring 
Lake 



1878. 



1879. 



89.610.000 83.150,000 
388.991,000 504 555.000 

80,000.0001 130,795.000 



1880. 



91,450,000 
551,201,000 

135,919,000 



1881. 



120,000.000 
640.500.000 

191,000,000 



MUSKEGON LUMBER KEVIEW FOE 1881. 

The season of 1881 was one attended with many unfavorable 
circumstances, yet upon the' whole one of the most prosperous ever 
known in the city. The mills started out in the spring with the 
intention of clearing up the full stock of logs on hand and in the 
river, which amounted to about 725,000,000 feet — by far the largest 
stock ever put into the river for one season's operations. At the 
close of last year's busmess the lumber on the docks held over 
reached in 1880, 70,000,000 ft. , and the logs rafted and unrafted 125,- 
000,000 ft. ThemiUscut 624,458,526 ft., which was nearly 90, 000,- 
000 more than the previous year (1880), and about 150,000,000 more 
than in 1879. With the new mills, and with large additions to the 



capacity of the other ones, the mill-men figured on the largest lum- 
ber crop in the history of the trade here, and at the outset of the 
season's operations everything was favorable to such calculations. 
Late in the season, however, the scarcity of labor and the strikes 
upset the calculations, and, consequently, instead of the mills cutting 
over 700,000,000 feet, the figures reached only 640,089,429 feet. 
There is no doubt but that the strike lost to the mills between 
60,000,000 and 70,000,000 feet of lumber, and the short hours suc- 
ceeding the strike a good deal more. Owing to the open winter the 
mills ran much longef than usual, but on the ten-hours system and 
in many instances short-handed. The cut for this year, notwith- 
sranding the drawbacks, was the largest ever known, and yet larger 
stocks were carried over to the next season than ever before. For 
the past three years the amount of stock on hand at the close of 
operations was as follows : 



Yeae. 


Logs, Feet. 


Lumber, M. 


1879 


115,000 000 
125,000,000 
225,000,000 


75 000 000 


1880 


70,000.000 
98.070,339 


1881 





The logs held over in 1881, rafted and unrafted, were given by 
the booming company at 225,000,000 feet. The lumber cut by the 
mills in 1881, together with the cut for 1880, and also the manu- 
facture of lath and lumber on hand at the close of the year is given 
below from figures furnished by the mill-men to the press : 



FlKM. 



Blodgett & Byrne (H. & W. 
mill) 

Blodgett & Byrne (Boom 
Company mill) 

Beidler Manufacturing Com- 
pany 

Bigelow & Co 

C.D.Nelson&Co 

S.C.Hall 

George E. Wood 

Himilton, Gerrish & Co 

McGraft<& Montgomery 

Tillotson & Blodgett 

E.Eldred <& Co 

Btimson, Fay & Co 

Swan, White & Smith 

Walworth &Reed 

Torrent & Ducey 

Torrent& Arms 

Torrent & Brown 

R. J. Millen & Co 

Blodgett & Byrne 

A. V.Mann & Co 

A. Rodgers & Co 

T. D. Stimson (Foss mill) 

C. H.Hackley& Co 

Thayer Lumber Company... 

Davies Bros 

Farr Lumber Company 

C. N. Storrs & Co 

North Muskegon Lumber Co. 

Ryerson, Hills & Co. (2 mills) 

M. Wilson&Co 

C. Beaudry &Co 

McCracken, Hovey & Co. . 



Cut 1881. 



Cut 1880. 



Lath. 



Lumber 
ON Dock. 



27.961.000 

16,000,000 

25,239,712 
13,768,500 
29.191.633 
24,000.000 
14..500.000 
49,500,000 
13.821.800 
11,609.751 
25,589.000 
21.500.000 
16.500.000 
14.700.000 
20,500.000 
36.128.799 
12.000.000 
4.000,000 
4.000.000 
21,000.000 
20,662,242 
10 000 000 
29.000.000 
27,500,000 
20,866.475 
19,948,863 
14.110.237 
9 491,417 
37,000.000 
21.000,000 
19.000.000 
10.000.000 



640,089.429 



26,000,000 

16,000,000 

23,000 000 
15.000,000 
26 000,000 
1 3.000.000 
17,177,000 
43,600,000 
11,720,820 
13,200,000 
2 4.000.000 
18.000.000 
19.000.000 
12,000,000 



47.000,000 



7,000,000 

237372. 21*7 
10.000 000 
12,500.000 
31.000,000 
33.000,000 
1 6,000,000 
25,000,000 
12,000,000 



42,000.000 
17.252.000 
13.000.000 



556,822,037 



8,000.000 



9,026,350 
3.970,650 
5,500,000 
2.500.000 
4 000 000 
10,000,000 



450,000 
5,771,500 
3,088,050 
2,800,000 
3.200.000 
5 000 000 
8.000,000 



1,000,000 

* 5.066*000 
3.500.000 



4.500 000 
4.000,000 



6,000.000 
6,000,000 



101,306.550 



3,000,000 

2,000,000 

515,000 
1.000,000 
4,825.000 
3,500 000 
4,500,000 
10,000.000 
4.000,000 
3.482.916 
3,049,423 
1,500.000 
1,500,000 
7,500.000 

"57660,666 



500,000 
1.700,000 
8.000,000 



8,000.000 
6.000,000 
2.000,000 
3,313.000 
4.248,000 
2,340,000 
6,500,000 
800,000 



98,773,339 



The shingles manufactured on Muskegon Lake in 1881 were as 
follows : 

W. S. Gerrish 30.000,000 

F. B. Peck 16.485.000 

Other mills 12,000.000 

Total 58.485.000 

For the season of 1881 the lumber products of Muskegon 
County were simply enormous. There was manufactured : 

Lumber, feet 800,000,000 

Shingles 125,485,000 

Lath 145.000.000 

Pickets 20 .000.000 
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MICHIGAN LUMBER TRANSPORTATION COMPANY. 

There has been a company formed to carry off the lumber un- 
der the above title and to show the magnitude of its operations we 
may mention that in one month, December, 1881, it shipped 500 
cars of lumber, and in 1881, 3,500 cars from Muskegon and stations 
north. With the additional railway facihties acquired recently, the 
shipments for 1882 will exceed that of the year previous by 25 per 
cent. Muskegon is the headquarters of the company, and W. M. 
Shipman is the agent. 

The amount of lumber received in Chicago from Muskegon for 
several years past is as follows : 



Year. Amount. 

1875 277,699,000 

1876 214.937.000 

1877 255,747,000 

1878 290,43 1,000 

SHI] 
Year. Amount. 

1875 5,140,000 

1876 16 662,000 

1 877 17.787,000 



Year. Amount. 

1879 436, 513.000 

1880 451,854,000 

1881 491,824,000 



Year. Amount. 

1878 23,650.899 

1879 12,685,000 

1880 25,715,000 



WHITE PINE PKODUCT IN MUSKEGON AND SHIPPED TO CHICAGO. 



Year. Amount. 

1873 329,689,000 

1874 30a,200,000 

1875 330,400,000 

1876 296,334,000 

1877 327,325.106 



Year. Amount. 

1878 355.991,000 

1879 504.555,000 

1880 591,201,649 

1881 632,500,000 



MUSKEGON LAKE SAW MILLS. 

The building of the first saw mill on Muskegon Lake was 
commenced in January, 1837, by Benj. H. Wheelock, agent of, the 
Muskegon Steam Mill Company, most of the stockholders of which 
resided at Detroit and Ann Arbor. The mill was built upon the 
site now occupied by White, Swan & Smith's mill, upon which land 
Mr. Wheelock about that time had made a preemption claim. It 
was a steam mill and a large one for the time, having two upright 
saws. Before it was completed the panic of 1837 occurred, and 
money becoming scarce, it was not ready for operation until 1838, 
when the first lumber was sawed; that being also the first lumber 
sawed on Muskegon Lake. The adventure proved to be an unprof- 
itable one for^the company, and next year after the miU was started 
the property passed into the hands of John Lloyd, of Grand Kapids, 
and John P. Place, of Ionia, who owned and operated the mill un- 
til 1841, when it was burned and the machinery taken to Grand 
Eapids. 

In August, 1837, Jonathan H. Ford, agent of the Buffalo and 
Black Eiver Company, began building a water mill at the mouth of 
Bear Lake, on the site where Kuddiman's flouring mill afterwards 
stood. It was completed next year, and the first cargo of lumber 
made at this mill was hauled to the mouth of Muskegon Lake in 
February, 1839, and put on board the Victor, Capt. Jackson, a vessel 
that would carry about 40,000 feet. The vessel started for Chicago, 
but soon after got in a drift of ice, and it was ten days before she 
;reached her destination, those on board having suffered severely 
from cold and hunger in that time. Hiram Judson & Co., bought 
the miU in 1840, and made very extensive repairs and improve- 
ments upon it, among which was the putting in of a new water 
wheel by Geo. Euddiman. The mill, which was valued at |20,000, 
was the best one on the lake for several years, it was burned in 
1853, and never rebuilt. 

Theodore Newell & Co., began to build a mill in the spring of 
1838 and finished it in 1839, on the site now occupied by Eyerson, 



Hills & Co's. mill; this was a small mill with one upright saw, 
costing altogether about f 4,000, and would saw about 6,000 feet 
in twenty-four hours. The engine was eight inch bore and twenty- 
six inch stroke ; the boiler was sixteen feet long and thirty-six in- 
ches in diameter, with one thirteen inch flue, the engine not hav- 
ing sufficient power to saw up a log, and haul up another at the 
same time. The first lumber was shipped from this mill in the au- 
tumn of 1839. In September, 1845, Martin Eyerson and J. H. 
Knickerbocker bought the mill of Mr. Newell, and in the winter 
following removed the old mill and built a new one on the site, and 
had it ready to run within three months from the time of commenc- 
ing operations. In 1847 Mr. Knickerbocker sold his interest to 
Eobert W. Morris, who continued a partner until the sale of his 
interest to the present firm of Eyerson, Hills & Co., 1865. The latter 
firm in the autumn of 1881 removed the old mill, and has now ready 
for occupation, one of the best, if not the best mill on Muskegon 
Lake. 

Joseph Stronach built a small water miU in 1842, near the site 
of the McGraft & Montgomery mill, and ran it until 1844, when he 
sold it to George and John Euddiman. The latter afterwards put 
in a small engine, and used water and steam at the same time. 
This double power not proving sufficient to haul up logs at the same 
time 'as the saw was in operation, another was also provided and 
applied to mechanical purposes, an ancient white bull being used 
to haul up the logs; hence the origin of the name of the bull-wheel 
in a saw miU. 

One evening in the autumn of 1848, after a heavy rain, George 
Euddiman heard the water escaping through the dam, and on re- 
turning to the house after examining it, told the man that in the 
morning they must cut some brush and repair the leak. About two 
hours afterwards he visited the dam again, finding that the break 
had increased, said that it would be necessary to haul some sand in 
order to repair the break. On going out in the morning to begin 
work, there was nothing to be seen of the mill, the long sHde, or 
the dam, even the enguie and machinery had been carried out into 
Muskegon lake. The next winter a portion of the present steam 
saw miU was built by George Euddiman, on the site of the present 
mill; but this has since been considerably enlarged and improved. 
In 1846 a small water mill was built on the north side of the 
lake, near where the Gale mill stood, by Samuel S. Green, and the 
small creek on which it stood, hitherto nameless, took the name of 
Green's creek. The mill had one mulay saw, and when it had w^a- 
ter enough could run out 3,000 feet a day. It stood ^bout ten years, 
and in 1855 was sold to Stilson & Co., who made extensive repairs, 
but next spring the dam burst, completely wrecking the miU which 
was never repaired. 

The mill now known as the Chapin & Foss mill, was com- 
menced in 1848 by Wm. Lasley and G. T. Woodbury, the latter 
having a quarter interest, and completed and started in the spring 
of 1819, Marshall W. Lloyd sawing the first lumber that was made 
in the mill, he being employed at the time. Mr. Lasley sold the 
mill in 1852 to Chapin, Marsh & Foss, ; Mr. Marsh afterwards dis- 
posing of his interest to his partners, who owned the property until 
1881, when it was sold to Thos. D. Stimson. 

In 1819 John Euddiman built a steam saw mill qii the north 
side of Muskegon lake, on the site now occupied by the Torrent & 
Arms miU. He continued to run the mill until 1862, when it went 
into the hands of Anson Eidred, after a closely contested suit in re- 
gard to the title. The mill burned soon after, and was replaced by 
a large mill built by James FaiT, Jr., under the superintendence of 
L. H. Foster. The property was sold in 1871 to Torrent & Arms, 
and the second miU on the site was burned in 1872. The mill now 
belonging to this firm was erected soon after. The miUs built on 
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this site seem to have been rather unfortunate in regard to fire and 
law suits, whose effects upon property are about equally destructive. 
The foregoing includes all the saw miils built on Muskegon 
Lake prior to 1850. There were three mills on the lake in 1840, 
whose sawing capacity per day of twelve hours, was about 13,000 
feet. 

In 1850 there were six mills on the lake, having an aggregate 
sawing capacity of about 60,000 feet. During the next ten years 
ten mills were put in operation on the lake with the following ca- 
pacity: 

C. Davis & Co. 38,000 

Eldred, Way & Co. 20,000 

Eyerson & Morris, (Bay Mill) . . . . 36,000 

Smith, Fowler & Co. - - . . . 20,000 

Brown & Trowbridge 16,000 

Trowbridge & Wing - - . . . 22,000 

J. C. Holmes & Co. ---... 15,000 

Durkee, Truesdell & Co. 38,000 

L. G. Mason & Co. ...... 38,000 

J. & H. Beidler 36,000 

Eyerson & Morris - 24,000 

John Euddiman 36,000 

George Euddiman 15,000 

Not only has the sawing capacity increased, but the number of 
men required to do the labor has proportionately decreased. In 
1860 it required a man for each 1,000 feet sawed per day, while 
now the daily product is on an average over 3,000 feet per day. 
This improvement is mainly attributable to the valuable improve- 
ments in machinerv. 

1867. 

The saw mill firms in Muskegon City in 1867 were in alpha- 
betical order, those of George Arms, Beidler & Co., W. H. Bige- 
low & Co., C. Davis k Co., James Farr, Jr., Glue & Co., Hackley & 
Sons, Hackley, McGordon & Co., Lattimer, Day & Co, Marsh & 
Foss, L. G. Mason & Co., B. Merrill, Martin Perley & Co., 0. P. 
Pillsbury & Co., George E. Eoberts & Co., Eyerson, Hills & Co., 
Eyerson & Johnson, Sherwood, Brown & Co., Torrent & Bletcher, 
Truesdell & Orton, Thomas Turnbull, White & Swan, Wilson,' 
Boyce & Olson, S. N. Wilcox &Bro., in all, twenty-five firms. 

In 1872 they were: Wm. Eutherford & Co., Wilson & Boyce, 
C. Davis & Co., Eyerson, Hills & Co. (2 mills), Chapin & Foss, 
Mason Lumber Co., Wm. H. Bigelow & Co., Geo. E. Eoberts & Co., 
Gideon Truesdell, Beidler Mfg. Co., Hackley & Sons, Hackley & 
McGordon, Wm. Glue & Co., Swan, White & Smith, C. J. Hamilton, 
J. H. Perley, Esau, Torrent & Co., A. Mann & Co., Wm. Addis & 
Co., Kelly, Wood & Co., D. C. Mills & Bro., Morrison & Fleming, 
Browne, Nelson & Co., John Torrent & Co., Storrs & McDougall, 
Torrent & Arms, T. B. Wilcox & Co. 

C. J. Hamilton & Co.'s mill was formerly 0. Pillsbuiy & Co.'s, 
and A. V. Mann & Co.'s mill had been burned in August, 1872, and 
rebuilt the following winter. 

1877. 

In this year we find the names of the following firms in lum- 
bering: Beaudry, Valhcot & Co. Beidler Mfg. Co.,W. H. Bigelow 
& Co., Chapin & Foss, C. Davis & Co., Mrs. A. Eldred, Ehsha El- 
dred, C. H. Hackley & Co., C. J. Hamilton & Co., Kelly, Wood & 
Co., A. V. Mann & Co., Mason Lumber Co., Montgomery & McGraft, 
C. D. Nelson & Co., 0. P. Pillsbury & Co., Eoberts k Hull, Alex. 
Eogers, Eutherford & Anderson, Eyerson, Hills & Co., Swan, White 
& Smith, Esau Torrent, Torrent & Arms, Torrent, Ducey & Gale, 
Walworth, Bushnell & Eeed. The above were all manufacturers, 
and in addition there were S. C. Hall and A. Petrie, dealers in 
lumber. 
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MUSKEGON SAW MmLS, 1881-2. 

There never was a time when lumbering was so prosperous or 
when there were so many saw mills actively engaged. There are 
now thirty-six saw miUs around the lake which we shall proceed to 
enumerate, commencing at the southeast comer of the lake and 
performing a circuit to the west, and thence around the lake on the 
north side. 

Just near the mouth of the river is the Boom Company's 
mill, which has stood many years, and was operated by Blodgett & 
Byrne. It is a two-circular mih, cutting 575,000 feet a day. LemS 
Warner, Manager. Near this is Peck's shingle mill. 

Next is M. Wilson & Co.'s (T. W. Harvey, of Chicago,) gang 
and one-circular mill, M. Wilson, manager. 

Next the Davies Mill, built by Major Davis and Newell, a circu- 
lar miU, ci*ts 80,000 feet a day and uses the electric hght. 

Then comes Eyerson, Hills & Co.'s grand new mill, more fully 
described elsewhere. It is a model mill in every respect. 

Then comes the old Foss mill, now owned by Stimson, of Big 
Eapids. It was refitted in 1881. 

Then come in succession the great mill of the Thayer Lumber 
Company, after which is the two-circular miU of the Bigelow Lum- 
ber Company, the Blodgett & Byrne niHl, C. H. Hacldey & Co.'s, 
Beidler Company's, Swan, White & Smith's, Walworth & Eeed'si 
Hamilton, Gerrish & Co.'s, McCracken & Co.'s, the new mill of the 
Muskegon Lumber Co., McGraft & Montgomery's, Tilottson & 
Blodgett's (a one-circular and gang mill) ; next A. Y. Mann & Co's two- 
circular mill, then the one-circular and gang mill of Stimson, Fay & 
Co., A. Eodgers & Co.'s two-circular mill, the old ^Kelly, Wood & 
Co.'s, now G. E. Wood's mill, E. & C. Eldred's two-circular and 
gang mill, Allen's one-circular and gang mill (now S. C. Hall's) 
and lastly, the Hon. C. D.Nelson's mill at the mouth of the lake in 
Pt. Sherman. 

These twenty-four saw mihs are all on the south side of the 
lake, and extend along the lake shore through the City of Muske- 
gon into the little town of Lakeside, which commences about the 
McGraft & Montgomery mill. The Wood, Eldred and Allen miUs 
are in Bluffton, and Nelson's mill in Pt. Sherman. The following 
are some short notes on the above mills. 

Matthew Wilson & Co.'s Mill was built in 1867, rebuilt in 
1870, and again in 1880-1. It is situated on block 198 of the City 
of Muskegon, and Mr. Wilson has had an interest in it from its com- 
mencement, giving it his earnest personal supervision. Last year 
its cut was about twenty milhon feet, and it has one circular and 
gang saw, with the usual complement of edgers, etc. It is the first 
mill west of that of the Boom Company's. The engineer is 
Phihp Etches. Mr. Wilson has served acceptably as City Treasurer 
for the last three terms. 

Eyerson, Hills & Co. The first steam saw mill erected on 
Muskegon Lake was built in 1839. It was a miniature affair com- 
pared with the extensive mills of to-day, which rip up their 100,000 
and 150,000 feet per ten hours. And yet this mill, built by Theo- 
dore Newell, was a greater enteiprise, and involved more risk at that 
time, than one does to-day, cutting 50,000,000 per season. The 
mill built by Newell was erected on the site recently occupied by 
Eyerson, HiUs & Co.'s mill. In the spring of 1845 Messrs. Martin 
Eyerson and J, H. Knickerbocker purchased it from the builder, and 
remodeled and refurnished it immediately. In 1849 Mr. Knicker- 
bocker sold his interest to Eobert W. Morris, and the firm of Eyer- 
son & Morris remained unchanged for sixteen years. 

In 1865 Messrs. Chas. T. Hills and Henry H. Getty bought 
Mr. Morris' interest in the mill, and the firm was changed to Eyer- 
son, Hills & Co. Mr. Ezra Stephens belonged to the firm at that 
time, and was a partner until his death, in January, 1869. On 
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January 3, 1881, Mr. Martin Eyerson, Jr., was admitted as a mem- 
ber, the firm still being known as Eyerson, Hills & Co. 

Mr. Eyerson lias for the j)ast thirty years or more had his resi- 
dence ostensibty in Chicago, but has for the past twenty years 
passed the time in travel in this and foreign countries. From his 
intimate knowledge of foreign matters, and his general abihty, Mr. 
Eyerson had the honor conferred upon him of being appointed by 
our government as one of the three commissioners to the Paris Ex- 
position. 

• The business of the firm has from its organization been man- 
aged by the other partners, Mr. Hills and Mr. Getty. Mr. Hills has 
had his residence from the first in this city, and until a short time 
since has had the immediate supervision of the interests of the firm 
at this place, while Mr. Getty used to reside in Chicago, where he 
attended to the management of their two extensive lumber yards 
(now discontinued), and made contracts for and sales of shipments 
from the mills here. 

The firm are owners of thousands of acres of choice pine land, 
and accessions are constantly being made thereto as opportunity 
offers. This vast acreage lies here and there for two hundred miles 
on either side of Muskegon Eiver and its tributaries. The regular 
yearly accretion by natural growth of the timber upon this land 
would be no inconsiderable amount. 

The company own two mills, one the mill on the site of the 
one above referred to, which was built in the winter of 1881-82, alid 
is a mammoth affair 150x45 feet, and perfect in all its arrangements 
built under the supervision of Mr. Henry Jacobs, the able foreman 
of the firm. It will cut as much lumber in the day time as the old 
mill just torn down, would, working day and night. It is the model 
mill of Muskegon. It is situated with the company's substantial 
brick offices, extensive yards and docks near the eastern end of Mus- 
kegon Lake. The other mill is the Bay miU, at the western end of 
the same lake, which wiU be described in its place. The united 
capacity of these mills will probably reach 60,000,000 feet a year. 

THE FOSS MILL, 

at the foot of Market Street, in the rear of the American Hotel, is 
now owned by Thomas Stimson of Big Eapids, but who is about set- 
tling in Muskegon. It was originally erected in 1848-9 by Wm. 
Lasley and Giles B. Woodbury, and sold by the former to Chapin, 
Marsh & Foss, in 1862. After the dea.h of Mr. Marsh it was oper- 
ated by Chapin & Foss until in 1881 they sold to Mr. Stimson. The 
mill has lately been thoroughly overhauled. It cut last year 110,000 
feet per day. G. B. Woodbury has been engineer for 28 year^. 

MC GBAFT & MONTGOMERY. 

The members composing the firm of McGraft & Montgomery 
are, Messrs. M. McGraft and A. S. Montgomery, of this city, and 
Hon. T. W. Palmer, of Detroit. The saw mill was built by George 
Euddiman in 1849. The present firm was organized in 1874, and 
in 1875 it purchased the mill. 

At the time the mill came into their hands it had a capacity of 
only about 25,000 feet of lumber per day, bnt under their manage- 
ment it has been almost entirely rebuilt and supplied with improved 
.machinery until its cutting capacity has been increased from 75,- 
000 to 80,000 feet per day. The mill is now supplied with two cir- 
cular saws, mulay, two patent edgers, two trimmers, and has steam 
feed on both sides of the mill. A new lath mill and a picket mill 
have also been added, and a new engine put in, so that the equip- 
ment of the mill is now in good condition. The addition of the 
trimmers is a great improvement, as all lumber manufactured at the 
mill is now trimmed before it goes to dock. The size of the mill is 
75x120 feet, and its motive power is supplied by an engine 20x26 
and with four boilers. The amount of lumber cut by the miU is now 



about from twelve to fifteen million feet per annum, and each yeat 
from added improvements, increases the quantity. The firm also 
have two large lumber yards in Milwaukee, one on Mill Island 
and the other on the Kinnickinnick Creek, where they handle a large 
amount of lumber, and by using their piling space at these two 
yards they are able to pile lumber to an almost unlimited extent, 
and can also take advantage of sudden advances in the market. 

TILLOTSON & BLODGETT. 

The mill operated by this firm was built by Esau Torrent about 
the year 1872. During a period of four years it was operated by 
other parties and was purchased by its present owners, Messrs. Geo. 
J. TiUotson and D. A. Blodgett in 1876. They have succeeded in 
making the mill a profitable piece of property, and are doing an ex- 
tensive and satisfactory business with it. The cost of the mill, in- 
cluding improvements, has been'about $30,000, and it is supplied with 
one circular saw, one gang edger, one bolting and one trimming 
saw, and has three boilers to supply motive power. The mill has a 
cutting capacity of about 10,000,000 feet of lumber, during the saw- 
ing season, by running in the day time only, but during the past 
season, by extra time, the amount of lumber manufactured was in- 
creased to 12,451,379 feet. The firm does its shipping chiefly on 
Torrent's vessels. The number of regular hands employed aver- 
ages about twenty- seven. 

Mr. TiUotson, the senior member of the firm, has been for a 
good many years engaged in the lumbering business in various ca- 
pacities, and thus has a large amount of practical experience, which 
in the lumbering business, as in almost any other, is one of the 
great essentials to success. 

Both members of the firm are reliable business men, and have 
the fullest confidence of the community in which they hve, and the 
firm will doubtless continue to be among the most successful lumber 
operators in the vicinity of Muskegon. 

MCCKACKEN, HOVEY & CO. 

On the 21st of January 1881, a saw mill was commenced, and 
finished on the 1st of June following. It is just west of Hamilton 
& Gerrish's mill, and is known as McCracken, Hovey k Co.'s. It 
was built further out into the lake, and vessels can approach its 
docks. It has a capacity of 125,000 feet daily, from a gang of 43 
saws and circular gang edger. J. J. Lennon, Foreman. The part- 
ners are, J. B. McCracken, H. N. Powell, G. T. Jones, and J. J. 
Lennon. 

HAMILTON, GEKRISH & CO.'s MILL 

is located on the south shore of Muskegon Lake within the cityHm- 
its, and was built in 1855 by the firm of 0. P. Pillsbury & Co., who 
operated it until 1873, when they sold it to C. J. Hamilton & Co. 
This firm thoroughly overhauled and quite rebuilt the mill, greatly 
enlarging its capacity and cut, and ran it until the fall of 1877, 
when they in turn sold their interest to Gerrish & Woods, who sub- 
sequently changed the name to the present one of Hamilton, Ger- 
rish & Co. 

The miU has a capacity for cutting from 175 to 200 thousand 
feet of lumber, according to the quality of logs, in the usual day's 
run of eleven hours. The boom connected therewith has capacity 
for storing 10,000,000 feet of logs, and the docks are ample for pil- 
ing or cross pihng the same. 

In a newspaper communication dated Jan. 10, 1882, the firm 
speaks of its cut for 1881 as foUows; 

Considering the fact that our mill is a two circular and gang 
(the circulars being 60 and 72 inches respectively, and the gang a 
48 inch gate, carrying 39 saws), we think the showing 'good. We 
ran 184 days and 101| nights, on time, about equal with other mills 



S) ^# 



I//'- ■ 


















p^r'.^--; 



















^k^ 



HISTOEY OF MUSKEGON COUNTY. 



27 



here. The cut has been: Lumber, 49,404,038 feet; Lath, 13,566,- 
110 pieces; Pickets, 504,893 pieces. Eeduced to shipping feet the 
above equals 52,622,153 feet kimber. 

"The logs cut have been low grade, averaging seven to the thou- 
sand. We have on dock, cross-piled, and belonging to various 
parties, 9,446,432 feet lumber. 

THAYER LUMBER CO., 

organized in 1878, bought the L. G. Mason & Co. mill, with a ca- 
pacity of 34,000,000 lumber and 8,000,000 lath, and employs eighty 
men. This Company owns over 100,000,000 feet of standing pine. 
The mill was built in 1865 by L. G-. Mason. Officers of the Com- 
pany are, Geo. C. Kimball, President; F. A. Nims, Secretary; H. 
Park, Treasurer. 

THE BIOELOW MILL. 

. Prominent among the large mills of Muskegon is that of the 
above firm. It was built by L. G. Mason & Co., and sold in 1866 
to W. H. Bigelow &Co., but has been so thoroughly repaired and 
renewed that but little of the original mill now stands. At the mill 
is always to be found the genial gentleman who is junior member of 
the old and extensive estabhshment, Mr. Peter Walker, who has 
had a long and extensive acquaintance in the business. 

BLODGETT & BYRNE 

bought their mill of Hull & Watson, January, 1881. Capacity 27,- 
000,000 ft. of lumber, and 7,000,000 lath. They employ one hundred 
men. 

C. H. HACKLEY & CO. 

purchased the old mill of Wisconsin parties in 1869. Having a 
capacity of 14,000,000 a season, employing forty men. The pres- 
ent mill was built in 1872-3. Capacity 30,000,000, ft of lumber and 
8,000,000 ft., of lath. Ninety men are employed. 

BEmLER MANUFACTURING CO. 

This mill was built by Jacob and Henry Beidler in 1871 ; has a 
capacity of 27,000,000 feet of lumber, and 6,000,000 feet of lath. 
It employs eighty-five men. 

SWAN, WHITE & SMITH. 

This mill was built by Alvah Trowbridge in 1863, and bought by 
White & Swan in 1864; Swan, White & Smith succeeded in 1871. 
Their annual cut is 22,000,000 lumber and 5,000,000 lath. They 
own 120,000,000 feet of standing pine. 

A. V. MANN & CO. 

bought their fine mill from Sharp, Harris & Co., in Lakeside, in 
1867, which was burned in 1872 and rebuilt the following winter. 
It has a circular and gang, gang edger, lath miU, and refuse burner. 
Daily cut from 100,000 to 125,000 feet, and in 1881 cut 23,000,000. 
Mr. J. W. Moon has been the "Co-" from the commencement. 

RODGERS & LEBOEUF, 

lumbermen, at Lakeside, began January, 1881. The mill was built 
in 1874 by Alex. Eodgers. The capacity of the mill is 80,000 per 
day, and 25,000 lath. Mr. Leboeuf has charge of the mill. He 
has lived in Muskegon and been engaged in lumbering about four- 
teen years. 

wood's mill. 
This miU, as has been already mentioned, was built by Latti- 
mer. Day & Foster, was next owned by Watson, Addis & Johnston, 
then Kelly, Wood & Co., and in 1877 by Geo. E. Wood. This mill, 
.although not among the largest, is kept in good shape, and is under 
excellent management. 




E. C. ELDRED & CO. 

E. C. Eld red resides at Chicago, and D. M. Eldred at Muskegon 
Their mill is located at Bluff ton, and was bought in 1873. Its an- 
nual cut is about 30,000,000 feet of lumber, and 6,000,000 feet of. 
lath. The firm are extensive owners of pine lands. The mill gives 
employme nt to about eighty-five men. Tlie mill was purchased o 
Morrison, Fleming & Co., and was built by leson & Jones in 1869 

hall's mill (bluffton). 
Stephen C. HaU has been cloSely identified with the lumber 
interest of the county almost from its inception, and was one of 
the pioneers on White Lake. He has been fortunate in acquiring 
wealth by the purchase of pine lands. On the 1st of January, 1880. 
he purchased from D. D. Erwin the property which the latter had 
purchased in 1878 from A. M. Allen, who had purchased in 1872. 
This is a large, fine miU. 

C. D. NELSON & CO. 

This firm have the only mill at Pt. Sherman, at the mouth of 
Muskegon Lake, romantically situated on the harbor within fuU sight 
of both Lakes Muskegon and Michigan, and with a view of bare 
sand bluffs across the harbor. A view of this mill and surroundings 
has been specially sketched for this work. This is a weU equipped 
mill and stands in the first class. Hon. C. D. Nelson is a gentle- 
man whom aU will take pleasure in endorsing as an earnest worker 
for the good of the city, and a thoroughly practical business man. 
This mill was built in 1861 by B. T. Lameraux, and purchased by 
its present proprietor in 1869. It employs about seventy men, and 
has a capacity of 30,000,000 feet of lumber and 6,000,000 feet of 
lath. 

THE MILLS ON THE NORTH OF LAKE MUSKEGON. 

The saw miUs are the leading and distinguishing feature of the 
northern suburb, and we will enumerate them in order. The first 
of the cluster of miUs commencing at the head of the Lake and 
going to the west, is the new mill of A. H. Petrie & Co., which is 
nearly completed, and wiU be ready to open about the first of April. 
It is designed to cut ties as well as lumber, and its cut may reach 
12,000,000 this season. It has steam feed, and is a weU equipped 
miU. 

Next we come to John Torrent's new mill, which will be ready 
in the spring, it is a thoroughly equipped affair, costing over f 30,- 
000, has steam feed, HiU's patent steam nigger. Torrent's" patent log 
carrier, as weU as his patent edger, which is an ingenious contriv- 
ance to steady the boards by an automatic claw which adjusts itself 
by swinging back to its place. This is intended to be a model mill, 
and its probable cut wiU be 16,000,000 feet from one circular, with 
lath miU attached. It is intended to cut stuff of any length. 

Next we see Gow & Majo's, erected by Bassett & Burns, a one 
circular miU, operated last season and cutting hard wood chiefly. 

The fourth mill is that of the Ducey Lumber Company, an in- 
corporation with P. A. Ducey, President; E. C. Misner, Secretary 
and Treasurer; Jas. Lynch, Manager, and L. A. Arms, of Chicago, 
as one of the stockholders. The miU was erected in 1880-81 at a 
cost of $40,000, has one circular, and gang with lath attachment. 
The cut was last year 20,000,000 feet. 

The fifth is the "big mill" of Torrent & Arms Lumber Company, 
a two circular and gang mill with lath attachment. Mills were 
erected here many years ago, but have been three times burned, and 
the present mill was erected in 1877, and this winter thoroughly re- 
fitted. Its average cut is claimed to be the heaviest on the lake, and 
was last season 207,000 feet a day. It is operated by an incorpora- 
tion with John Torrent, President; P. A. Ducey, Treasurer; and 
L. A. Aims, Secretary. It has aU modem improvements, steam feed, 
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Torrents's log carrier, pateit edger, etc. There is nothing in the 
way of improvement which escapes the vigilant eye of Mr. Torrent, 
and which he is not ready to adopt. In Torrent & Anns' mill the 
officers are: E. O'Harrow, 1st foreman; Wm. Pett, 2nd foreman; 
Wm. Harper, engineer; S. M. Craft, circular saw filer; E. P. Cran- 
, -dail, gang filer; Miles Standish, time keeper and yard man; Albert 
Waldron, book-keeper; E. J. McDonald, secretary; store managed 
by Jno. Garvey, Jr. The mill requires about one hundred men to 
operate it, and on the monthly pay roll are one hundred and fifty 
names. 

Now here is the spot where Mr. Torrent intends to bore for salt 
in a few weeks, and if there is a man who will fight it out on the 
line to China all summer, he is the one to undertake the job. Near 
the mill stand two large engine rooms, one with five boilers in it will 
be used for testing for salt. 

Near the mill are the North Muskegon Iron works, John Tor- 
rent proprietor, J. A. Poll manager. The shop was built in August, 
last, and is for mill work and general machinery, and is intended to 
be a great affair. The orders for work are far ahead of its present 
capacity, and it will supply a much felt want in this community. 
The North Muskegon Iron Works are yet in their infancy. 

The sixth mill is that of Torrent, Brown & Co., a one circular, 
•shingle mill, with a daily cutting capacity of 300,000 shingles, cut- 
ting for shingles in day time, and at night cutting lumber; this year 
it cut about 12,000,000 feet. It has two double block and one hand 
machine, one hundred and thirty men on monthly payroll. It was 
first operated in the spring of 1880, and is under a corj^oration con- 
sisting of W. H. Brown, John Torrent, W. A, Doherty and L. A 
Arms. 

Near the mill are the Peninsula Box Manufacturing Company's 
works, which are owned by the Messrs. F. S. Farr and S. H. Servoss, 
the latter being manager. 

The seventh mill, that of the Farr Lumber Company, was re- 
built in 1875, and is a corporate affair with Freeman B. Farr as 
President, Geo. D. Farr, Secretary, and Mrs. iVdehne Eldred as one 
of the stockholders. The mill is a duphcate of the Ducey Mill, being 
a one circular, with lath mill, and cut last season, running night 
and day, 17,000,000 feet. It has the electric Hght. Near this is a 
complete machine and repair shop with Joshua Evered as Manager, 
owned by the Farr Company. 

Close by is the eighth mill, of Douglass M. Storrs, lumberman, 
at North Muskegon, who has been engaged in the lumber business 
since 1871, In 1872 the firm of Storrs & Farr built a "mill on the 
site where the Storrs' mill now stands ; that mill was burned in 
1875. The firm of Storrs & Farr Avas dissolved in 1875, and since 
that time Mr. Storrs has operated alone. He built his present mill 
in 1879. Its cut in 1881 was 16,000,000 feet. His business gives 
employment to about forty-five men. 

Not far from this is the "French Mill," a co-partnership affair 
between Charles Beaudry, L. M. Haines, and J. B. Champagne. It 
is a one circular and gang mill, the gang being put in last July, and 
cuts about 100,000 feet a day. It was an old mill but almost re- 
built last year, and is a valuable mill. 

So far we have described nine great mills, and have only passed 
over three-quarters of a mile of the shore. 

Next, after passing over a mile and a quarter, we come to the 
new mill of the North Muskegon Lumber Company, a corporation 
mth Charles Euddiman, W. B. McLaughhn and F. S. Farr, as 
shareholders. The mill has one circular and gang (which is just 
being put in), and was operated first in 1881 ; it is a fine mill, and 
is intended to cut 100,000 feet a day. There is quite a village grow- 
ing up here at the foot of Bear Lake. 

Another half mile brings us to the old Gale mill, also called 



the Odell mill, which was burned and rebuilt last year, having a cut- 
ting capacity of 60,000 feet. The proprietors are E. J. Millen and 
David Swarthout. This mill was also operated by Tori^ent & Ducey 
about ten years ago. 

Still further westward we find a new miU in course of erection 
by Mr. Samuel W. Odell, a one circular mill, which will add its 
music to the mighty saw mill chorus this season. 

Still further down, and situated on a bayou running out to the 
northwest corner of the lake is the great "Bay MiU" of Eyerson, 
Hills & Co., the pioneers of lumber on the Muskegon. Mr. Marshall 
Lloyd, whose fine residence stands on the top of the sand bluff over- 
looking the great lake, is manager; and Hugh Cleghorn, formerly 
of the water works, is engineer. This is a mill admirably managed, 
and one of the largest calibre. 
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HISTOEY OF LOG BOOMING. 

In 1847-8 the river first began to be looked to as the indispen- 
sable source of logs, although they had been brought down for seven 
or eight years before. Previous to this the logs had been got within 
easy hauling distance of the lake. At first there was no general 
system of driving down the logs, but each owner or mill-man made 
the best arrangement he could. They gathered up the logs with the 
I aid of skiffs or canoes, to the head of the marsh, and then poled 
I them down through the channels to the lake and then along shore to 
I their respective mills. 

i As business extended and mills increased in number and capac- 

i ity, a better system was demanded, and it became the custom to de- 

I hver the logs at the Flats, seven to ten miles up the river. The logs 

j then all came from this side of Big Eapids, and the loggers had an 

I understanding that when the time for driving came, each should 

j furnish his fair quota of men to do the work, and it was managed 

I for a time on this communistic principle. This continued until 1852 

I when a voluntary organization was formed. called "The Log and Mill 

Owners' Association," supported by assessment according to the 

value of the logs of each. The work was entrusted to a committee 

of three, the first of whom were Major Chauncey Davis, Eobert W. 

Morris and John Euddiman, the first being secretary and treasurer. 

The business was now managed with less expense, the cost being 

from fifteen to twenty cents per thousand feet. This arrangement 

continued until 1855, when an act was passed in the Legislature 

authorizing the incorporation of companies for driving, rafting and 

booming of logs, and under this law the 

lumbermen's association 
was organized and incorporated, with Alvah Trowbridge as its first 
president. This existed until 1864, and did valuable assistance in 
developing the lumber interest, but it did not fully answer the pur- 
pose required, and was not a financial success. 

Until 1860, when Ashley B. Furman and George Arms took the 
job of rafting and towing the logs to the various mills, each mill 
owner attended to that branch as well as he could. In 1850 John 
Euddiman used a scow with sails; next year George Euddiman had 
the scow Eattlesnake fitted with a steam wheel driven by a small 
engine, which propelled three or four miles an hour with a raft of 
three or four hundred logs. About 1853 Eyerson & Morris brought 
the Algoma here. It was 100x16 feet and drew eighteen or twenty 
inches of water, and finally went into the hands of the Booming 
Company. The old hull not long ago lay at the mouth of Bear 
Lake. 

In 1859 an act was passed by the Legislature appropriating 
150,000 for the improvement of Muskegon Eiver, the improvement 
chiefly contemplated being the cutting of a channel through the 
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Flats. Chaimcey Davis, E. "W. Merrill and A. B. Watson, of Grand 
Eapids, were appointed commissioners, and as John A. Brooks was 
the contractor, the channel is known as Brooks' Improvement. To 
get money to go on with his contract Brooks assigned it to William 
Beard, who then suh-let to Brooks and furnished the funds. The 
"Beard Claim" of |25,000 was for years urged in the Legislature 
against the State. This work was commenced in 1858 and finished 
in 1859, and has heen of great benefit to the city. 

THE MUSKEGON BOOMING COMPANY 

was incorporated in 1864, under act of the Legislature, passed that 
year; capital at first $40,000, since increased to $200,000. The 
first officers were, for Directors: C. Davis, S. A. Brown, C. D. Nel- 
son, M. Eyerson, J. H. Hacldey, E. P. Easton and Lyman G. Mason, 
of whom C. Davis was President, C. D. Nelson, Secretary and J. H. 
Hacldey, Treasurer. Since this time the office of rafting, driving 
and dehvering the logs has given satisfaction to all the mill owners, 
and profit to the Booming Company. 

At first the company let out the "Drive" to the lowest bidder, 
and let it for one year to Odell & Orton, and for the next three years 
to A. F. & J. H. Orton; L. G. Mason had it for the next three years, 
after which Mason & Pingree had it for three years more. Since 
that time the Company has managed the business through its own 
employes. 

The following is a statement of logs delivered at the different 
mills each year by the company since its organization : 



YEAK. FEET. 

1864... 96,045,814 

1865 108,505,700 

1866 157,468,300 

1867 288,502.200 

1868 213,692,600 

1869 267,789,900 

1870 1 98,862,600 

1871 250,000,000 

1872 315.000,000 



Grand Total 5,184.867,703 

The above figures indicate a steady increase of the business for 

the company, and also the rapid growth of lumbering operations in 

"Western Michigan during the past nine years. 

The following is the list of directors and officers for 1882 : 
Directors— C. H. Hackley, Geo. F. Peaks, N. McGraft, L. G. 

Mason, J. W. Moon, Win. McKiUip and A. F. Beidler. 

The Directors elected the following officers: President, N. 

McGraft; Secretary, Geo. F. Peaks; Treasurer, C. H. Hackley. 



YEAE. 

1873 


FEET. 
37( 5.035, 037 


1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 


224.571,527 

309,638,418 

290,525,919 

312,285,951 
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1879 

1,^80 


432,431,679 

436,675,446 
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565,846,557 







WHITE LAKE SAW MILLS. 

The next point of importance in the county, as far as lumber- 
ing is concerned, is White Lake, a beautiful sheet of pure and 
limpid water, affording a fine harbor for steamboats, vessels and log 
fleets, of which several firms of Avealth have taken advantage, and 
erected a goodly number of fine mills on both shores, making a 
nucleus around which have been built up two enterprising, pretty 
villages,* called Whitehall on the south, and Montague, on the north 
side, at the head of the lake, connected by a permanent bridge, 
having a railroad running through them on its way to Pentwater. 

The following sketch, pubhshed by Mr. I. M. Weston in 1876, 
m . The Montague Luinbermau, will, doubtless, prove interesting 
reading : 

" The first saw mill venture on the Lake was by Hon. Chas. 
Hears, now of Chicago, in April, 1837, when he left Paw Paw in a 
small clinker-builfc skiff, accompanied by his brother Albert, then a 



boy of fifteen, and two other men named Herrick and True, 
bound for White Lake, of which he had heard when at Muskegon 
the year before. They went down the river to St. Joseph and fol- 
lowed the beach to the mouth of White Lake. The trip was a 
rough one, lasting nearly two weeks, on account of bad weather, 
during which they repeatedly capsized, and ran short of provisions 
before reaching Grand Eiver, but in the early part of May made 
White Eiver in safety. On the north of the old channel they found 
two men holding a claim for Hiram Pearson, of Chicago. On the 
flat, near where the Lighthouse now stands, Wabaningo's band of 
half a dozen Indian families of the Ottawa tribe had cleared a 
small piece of ground, on which they cultivated corn. They camped 
the first night at the Mouth, and next day stopped for noon at 
Burying- Ground Point, just above Whitehall, whei« they found a 
band of Indian's eating dinner. The pioneers received a cordial 
invitation to partake, but as the bill of fare consisted of ducks' eggs, 
some sound, some questionable, some in the poultry stage of exist- 
ence, with a large roasted black snake for dessert, the offer was 
politely declined. That night they made for the mouth of Silver 
Creek, four miles above Whitehall, where the old Dalton mill now 
"stands. They continued up the river for three days, to the rapids 
above J. D. Stebbins' farm, w^hen they returned to the mouth of 
Silver Creek and decided to locate there. On the opposite side of 
the river, near the old Chas. Johnson place, was a small log cabin, 
where Frenchmen came once or twice a year to trade with the 
Indians. 

" Albert Mears felled the first tree, and within two weeks a 
cabin 16x20 feet had been built of split logs, and a small piece of 
ground cleared, when Charles started on foot to Paw Paw to get 
castings for the mill. Soon after True proved ' untrue' by skipping 
out one night after stealing the stock of bread on hand, leaving 
Albert and Mr. Herrick alone. At tlieend of two months their pro- 
visions w^ere exhausted, and, having heard nothing of Charles, they 
packed up their traps, got in the skiff, and started for Paw Paw. 
At Grand Haven xilbert, thinking he had had enough of hardships, 
leffc Herrick and got a schooner for St. Joseph. Chas. Mears and 
Herrick returned that Fall to White Lake with the necessary cast- 
ings for a water saw mill, which they decided to build where A. M. 
Thompson's mill stood, and which is now Wilcox's. Early in 1838 
the mill commenced sawing clap-boards, or siding, eight feet long, 
with a circular saw, and a few years after an upright was put in. 
Soon*after the completion of the mill Mr. Mears built the schooner 
Eanger, carrying 15,000 feet, and wiiicli was the first registered 
craft to enter the Lake. Albert Mears returned in 1812, but again 
went away and did not return until 1861, and has remained ever 
since, residing next to the store which he purchased from his 
brother. 

" In 1816 C. Mears built the Duck Lake water mill, and among 
the men in his employ previous to 1850 were Zerah Mizner, of 
Whitehall, and T. J. Stannage, and the Sargents of Montague. 

" In 1814 Capt. James Dalton, Jr., came to White Lake on his 
way to Manistee, and stopped at Mears' mill. One of the men 
ferried him over the lake to a point near Cook's mill, where he took 
the trail for Manistee, but had not gone seven miles v/hen he de- 
cided to go back to where Montague now stands. Some Indians 
ferried him over and told him of Silver Creek, at which, after look- 
ing over, he decided to settle. 

" In the year following, with his brothers, he put a water mill 
in operation, which was run by Dalton & Menges until the death of 
the latter in September, 1881. His enterprise was opposed by C. 
Mears, who did not think there was pine enough for two miUs. 

"In 18 M a Mr. Hulbert and his sons came to White Eiver 
from Grand Eapids, and commenced boring for salt about twelve 
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miles up the river. Failing in this they built a saw mill seven 
miles above Montague, which was afterwards known as the I. E. 
Carleton mill, to whom it was sold, and who o^^erated it until his 
death, in 1871. The mill is all gone to decay. 

" About the same time a small water miU was built on Sand 
Creek, near Carleton's, and operated until about 1868. 

" The first steam saw mill on the Lake was built at the Mouth 
in 1850 by Eev. Wm. M. Ferry, of Grand Haven. Scott & Steb- 
bins ran it by the thousand for several years. Afterwards Major 
Noah H. Ferry operated it until his death, at Gettysburg, in 1863. 
Geo. E. Dowhng, W. H. Woodbury, and others, assisted him in the 
management, and in 1863 it was sold to Heald, Avery & Co., who 
afterwards consolidated it with their present miU. 

" In the fall of 1855 James Jewell, father-in-law of G. W. 
Franklin and I. E. Carleton, built the steam saw mill at Maple 
Grove, and in 1860 it was purchased by Heald, Avery & Co. 

" In the spring of 1855 Eodgers & Hill built the Long Point 
saw mill, and sold it to Luscombe & Pierce in 1859. In 1871 it 
was purchased by I. M. & B. F. "Weston, and afterwards sold to J. 
W. Norton, Major Green & Weston, now owned by Hafer & Weston. 

" G. A. Eogers built the Cone mill in 1857, and it has since 
been owned by Kathburn & Cone, Cone & O'Brien, H. B. Cone & 
Sons, Green & Co., Green, Kelsey & Co., and now by Capt. James 
Dalton. 

" The old Staples & Covell mill was erected by Mr. Whittaker 
and Moses Hall in 1856, sold to Thompson & Covell, then to Wm. 
Weston, Hinchman & Covell, and then to Staples & Covell, who tore 
it down in 1875, and erected their new mill not far from the site of 
the old. 

" No additional mills were erected until 1865, when the lum- 
bering business revived and the following were erected : 

" Ferry, Dowling & Co. built their large red saw mill in Mon- 
tague. 

" Lewis & Carless built, in Whitehall, a mill which passed 
through the hands of Lewis & Hopkins, Franklin & Lewis, Lewis & 
Covell, until it passed into the hands of its present owners, A. J. & 
C. E. Covell. 

" Parks, Leitch & Co., afterwards W. H. Parks & Son, put up 
one which was sold to Fischer & KeUer. This mill was burned down 
a second time in 1875, and has not been rebuilt. 

" In 1866 the shingle mills of Ferry, Dowling & Co. and D. C. 
Bowen & Co., and Johnson & Miller, Whitehall, were erected. 

" The same year Hedges & Terry built a saw mill in Whitehall, 
which was afterwards owned by Hedges Bros., Bowen & Burrows, 
and by A. B. Bowen & Co. It was burned in 1877 and not rebuilt. 
It stood between Nufer's and Covell' s miUs. 

" In 1867 Dalton Bros, built their steam saw miU in Montague, 
on the site of the new mill of Smith & Field, erected in 1880. 

" The same year Cook & Pettis moved from Hesperia the mill 
now run by C. H. Cook. 

" The Hornellsville Lumber Company also built their New York 
mill in Whitehall that year, and in 1870 sold to Weston, Smith & 
Co., who sold it to the present owners, J. Alley & Co. 

" In 1868 Geddes & Co. built a saw mill where E W. Norris' 
mill now stands, but the machinery was taken out a few years later 
and the site sold to N. V. Booth, who erected there the Norris 
shingle mill. 

" F. H. White & Co., in 1872, erected a saw mill near Ferry & 
Co.'s, in Montague, and Covell, Nufer& Co., now Covell, Ocobock 
& Co. erected their shingle mill in 1875. 



" This makes a total of eleven saw mills and five shingle mills, 
capable of cutting 100,000,000 feet of logs in a season." 

THE SAWMILLS IN 1882. 

The sawmills of White Lake are in 1882, commencing at the 
head of the lake on the Whitehall side and making a circuit : Sta- 
ples & Covell, circular gang edger and lath miUs, the Whitehall 
Manufacturing Co., (late Covell, Ocobock & Co's.) shingle and plan- 
ing, and sash and door mill, E. W. Norris's shingle and planing and 
sash and door mill, capacity over 50,000 shingles a day; Johnson 
(Chas.) & MiUer's shingle mill, capacity 55,000 a day; Mr. Miller 
is of Eacine, Wis. Linderman's shingle mill and heading and 
stave miU (late Linderman, Hewes & Ames,) Nufer & Carleton's 
large shingle mill, capacity 125,000 to 150,000 a day; A. J. & 
C. E. Covell's one circular and gang edger mill, lath miU attach- 
ments. This is one of the best managed mills on the lake, cut 
about 12,000,000 feet. After passing the Eagle tannery, an exten- 
sive institution, one comes next to what was known as the "New 
York Mill," now that of Charles Alley & Co., a fine miU with cir- 
cular and gang edger, cutting about 50,000 a day. Mr. Philip Van 
Keuren has lately purchased the interest of James Alley, of Hornells- 
ville, N. Y. The Wilcox Lumber Co., is the next mill and the lat- 
est on the lake, being near the site of the old watermill. It is an 
extensive and complete affair. Capt. Dalton' s mill on the south- 
west corner of the lake has lately been moved to the northern pe- 
ninsula. Coming up on the north side of the lake we find first at 
Long Point, Weston & Hafer's mill, next the neat little mill of 
Smith & Field, then C. H. Cooks's circular and gang edger and lath 
miU; then the largest mill on the lake, that of Heald, Murphy & 
Crepin, which has a circular, an upright, and a gang of about forty 
saws, cutting 125,000 feet daily. Next is F. H. White's one circu- 
lar mill, and lastly the extensive mill of Ferry, Dowling & Co., at 
the head of the lake on the Montague side. 

Staples & Covell's mill was erected in 1874-5, the main build- 
ing being 30x120, and 2 stories in height, with 12 feet ceiling. It 
has one circular and top saw, one gang edger, one slab saw and lath 
mill. The engine room is 30x56, the engine, manufactured by the 
Montague Iron Works, cost f 3,200, has 28-inch stroke, and three 
20-inch boilers 20 feet in length. The smokestack is 4 feet in di- 
ameter and 100 feet high. The mill cost without the site 
f 30,000. This mill is a model of neatness, which is owing to the 
watchful supervision of the proprietors and their foreman, Mr. Jesse 
Pullman. A fine birds-eye view of the miU appears in this work. 

The old Water mill now removed, was the first monument of civil- 
ization on White Lake. It was built by C. Mears in 1837, and operated 
by one Stanton, then by Mr. Brown, and Mr. Mears sold it to A. M. 
Thompson in 1863. After ten years he sold to Howard, and Farnum 
EUwood, of Indiana, took it for his mortgage, sold it to Vary, and he to 
Wilcox Co., who in 1881 tore away the dam and built the new saw- 
mill. 

The Wrlcox Lumbering Co., have built a fine mill and 
have placed it out on spiles in the lake about 300 feet. It is fitted 
up with all modern improvements and opened in the spring of 1881, 
the machinery being shipped from the mill at White Cloud. It is 
160x40 feet, has two circulars, two edgers, four trimmers, gang 
lath mill, and is conspicuous for its smokestack 102 feet high. It 
takes about one hundred men to operate it, and cuts 100,000 feet in 
eleven hours. The company is wealthy and had 20,000,000 feet of logs 
in the river in 1881. The supervisor of the mill is J. M. Pojjple; 
the foreman, C. K. Stone. 

White's saw mill employs forty men. C. Smith, engineer; John 
Ohrenberger, filer; J. Hulbert and G. Henderson, head sawyers. It 
has upright, circular and edgers, with capacity in eleven hours of 70,- 
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000 feet. Mr. White has been on White Lake since 1869, and is a 
brother-in-law of E. P. Ferry. 

Covell & Ocobock's shingle mill, on Thompson St., was ^tab- 
Hshed in 1874 by Covell, Niifer & Co. Mr. Nufer sold out to Staples 
& Covell, who in turn sold out to M. B. Covell and Joseph Hinchman, 
and then Mr. Hinchman sold to A. J. & C. E. Covell. Mr. Ocobock 
has been in the firm from the first. There are three splitting saws 
and three Perkin's hand machines. Employs forty men, and cuts 
150,000 shingles per day. Proprietors— M. B., A. J., & C. E. 
Covell, and C. A. Ocobock, the latter having half ownership. The 
owners of the mill have converted it into a stock affair, called the 
Whitehall Manufacturing Company, and are adding machinery for 
a sash and door and planing mill. 

WmTE KIVER LOG AND BOOMING COMPANY. 

Intimately connected with the development of the northern and 
western portion of the country is the Booming Company, which was 
incorporated on Sept. 10, 1870, by a few of the leading and most en- 
terprising citizens, who had long seen the necessity of united effort' 
on a large scale in order to supply the mills with logs, and to ac- 
complish in the way of river improvement what would be impossi- 
ble when acting as individuals. The first shareholders were : Geo. 
E. Dowhng, Josej)h Heald, John Welch, Edward P. Ferry, Edwin 

E. Burrows, Charles A. Floyd, Warren Heald, Frank Enghsh, G. 

F. Goodrich, H. B. Cone & Sons, Jas. Dalton, Jr., & Bro., John 
C. Lewis, John P. Cook & Son, Staples & Covell, Geo. W. Frank- 
lin, Geo. M. Smith, D. C. Bowen, I. E. Carleton, Hedges & Green. 
The amount of capital stock actually paid on at incorporation was 
only $1,250. The first officers elected were Solomon F. Cone, 
President; Geo. M. Smith, Secretary; Geo. E. Dowling, Treasurer. 
The officers for 1881 are: Joseph Heald, President; C. Dowling, 
Secretarv; Geo. E. Dowling, Treasurer. The shareholders in 1881 
were: Geo. E. Dowhng, E. P. Ferry, Jas. Dalton & Bro., Staples 
and Covell, estate of G. M. Smith, C. D. Dowling, J. Alley & Co., 
Geo. Green, C. H. Cook, Ehoda F. Smith, A. J. & C. E. Covell, 
David Kelley, Emily S. Dalton, Heald, Murphy & Crepin, Asa P. 
Kelley. For the first five years of its existence the company brought 
down an annual average of seventy million feet of logs, for the next 
five years ninety milhon feet, and for the season of 1881 it 
got out about one hundred and forty million feet. In the eleven 
years of its existence it has brought out nearly one biUion feet. The 
enterprise of the stockholders has been rewarded by a fair return 
upon their investments. The company gives employment to a force 
of two hundred river drivers and one hundred men are required to 
assist, raft and dehver the logs. The office of the Secretary is in 
the Franklin Block, Montague. The attempt to induce the em- 
ployes of the Booming Company to unite in the strike of the Mus- 
kegon men has thus far failed of success. 

OTHER LUMBERING POINTS. 

The two great points in the county for lumbering are those we 
have already described, Muskegon Lake and White Lake. In com- 
parison with these the lumbering in the rest of the county is infin- 
itesimal, and is yearly growing less. The great mill of Blodgett & 
Byrne, at Holton viUage, has been removed. There is Abbot's mill 
in Moorland, Feiry's mill at the mouth of Black Lake is doing a 
httle yet, the historic mill at Duck Lake is silent, the Silver Creek 
mill of the Daltons is doing very httle, and the same may be said 
of all other parts of the county. Portable mills are set up here and 
there, but they soon use up the supply and have to move to pastures 
new. To the list of miUs still operating we may add that of Slo- 
cum's of Casnovia. 



EAELY HISTOEY. 

We premise the early history of Muskegon County by gi^dng a 
few salient dates of most important'events prior to the erection of 
Muskegon into a separate and independent county in 1859. 

In 1671 an envoy of the French King met the Indians at Sault 
St. Mary and solemnly took formal possession of everything from 
Montreal west. 

In 1759 Montcalm, the French General, was defeated and killed 
and Quebec was captured by the British. In 1763 Canada, which 
then included Michigan and the Northwest, was ceded to Great 
Britain, and for eleven years Michigan, like the rest of the territory, 
was under military rule. 

In 1774 Michigan was made a constituted part of the Province 
of Quebec, and a lieutenant governor was appointed at Detroit. 

In 1783 it became a portion of the United States, whose inde- 
pendence was recognized. 

In July, 1796, possession of the territory was given by the 
British. It was now organized as a part of the northwest territory, 
Gen. Austin St. Clair, Governor, 1776. Wayne County now was 
organized. The Northwest Territory consisted of all Michigan, 
northern Ohio, part of Illinois and Wisconsin, with the capital at 
Cincinnati. 

April 30, 1802, Michigan became part of the territory of In- 
diana, Gen. W. H, Harrison (Tippecanoe) Governor. 

In 1805 Michigan was organized as a territory, General Wm. 
Hull first Governor. 

Aug. 17, 1812, Hull surrendered Detroit to the British, but 
Oct. 13, 1813 Gen. Cass recaptured it. 

In 1836 Kent County was organized with Clinton, Ionia and Ot- 
tawa Counties attached. x\t this time Ottawa of course included 
Muskegon. 1837 Ottawa County was organized with three towns, 
Ottawa, Talmadge and Muskegon. 1838 the State road from Grand 
Eapids to Muskegon was commenced, and again in 1815 work was 
done on the roads to Muskegon Eiver, and to Muskegon Lake. In 
1846 Dalton was attached to Muskegon, in 1819 Eavenna was organ- 
ized, in 1852 Casnovia, and in 1855 Norton. 

June 15, 1836, Michigan became a State, and January 27, 1837, 
she was fully admitted. 

In 1821 the Indian title south of Grand Eiver was extinguished 
by treaty. 

Up to 1817 Wayne County had all of Michigan under its juris- 
diction. In that year Monroe County was formed; Macomb, 1818; 
Oakland, 1820; St. Clair, 1821; Lenawee and Chippewa, 1826; 
Cass and St. Joseph, 1829; Kalamazoo, 1830; Ottawa, 1836; Mus- 
kegon, 1859. 

In May, 1836, when Martin Eyerson arrived on Muskegon 
Lake as clerk to the Indian trader Joseph Troutier, he found him- 
self in an unbroken wilderness, and almost in solitude as far as his 
feUow white men were concerned, the only other white man being 
a Frenchman named L. Badeau, an Indian trader, sent by Eix Eob- 
inson, and who made Muskegon his home. So attached did Mr. 
Eyerson, who then was a 'mere youth of eighteen, become to the 
Indians, that he learned their language and customs thoroughly, 
and as he says at one time, he almost hated to see the face of a 
white man. He became an expert Indian linguist, and was much 
beloved by the aborigines. When he arrived Owoniacum was the 
Chief of the Ottawas, but he died the same year, 1836, and was 
succeeded by Kenewegisheks, who also died some years after at 
Muskegon. 

The only roads at this time were 

INDIAN TRAILS 

which were not long used by the whites. There was one trail how- 
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ever, iip the river on the south side, which crossed at a dam on Ey- 
erson's farm sixteen miles up the stream, and then ran on the other 
side of the river to Croton, whence there was another well used 
trail to Grand Rapids. There was of course the beach trail along 
Lake Michigan, which ran north along the beach until it reached 
Black Creek, which it crossed about a mile and a half from its 
mouth, and it cuts across Muskegon Lake about half a mile west of 
Ruddiman's old fiour miU at the mouth of Bear Lake. There was 
never very much of a trail to Whitehall, but there was one to 
Burying Ground Point, on White River. The trail up the Muskegon 
River was the only way by land for trappers and lumbermen to 
go up. 

THE FmST EGAD. 

The first road out of Muskegon w^as made by Martin Ryerson 
in 1817, at his own expense, as in those days if one wanted a road 
there was no use in asking any pubhc bodies to make it, as 
these hardly had yet any existence. Put your own shoulder to the 
wheel was the motto of those primitive times. Mr. Ryerson, ac- 
companied by his Indian, ran a line and corrected it, and sent a 
gang of men to cut it out all the way from Muskegon Lake to Ra- 
venna, where it joined a road already cut out from Grand Rapids. 
The road to Ravenna has since been considerably shifted. Previous 
to this the only way to Grand Rapids had been along the beach to 
Grand River. 

The first wagon was introduced by Theodore Newell & Co., in 
about 1888 or 1839, and that was the only wagon on the river until 
1844 or 1845. Martin Ryerson purchased it, and it used to be keep- 
ing "Lent" half the time. He was very thankful when any one 
greased it before returning. 

The first lumber sold above Muskegon was in the year 1842 by 
Rose & Hyde, the price paid being |)5 per thousand feet, and the 
purchaser one WiUiam Lay, of Chicago. 

The first logs cut and put afloat into the Muskegon was done by 
Merrill & Page and Lloyd & Place, at MiU Iron, in the winter of 
1840-41. Mr. Merrill yet resides at Bridgeton, in Newaygo County. 

The first logs cut above ^illlron, was done by John A. Brooks 
during the same winter, ten miles above Croton. He drove them 
down to the Flats — NeweU tlie purchaser, there took them in charge 
and drove them into the Muskegon Lake. 

In 1850 the first siding machine was put into J. Robinson's 
mill, where Torrent & Arms now is, and was manufactured by Israel 
E. Carlton, then of Pt. Huron, but afterwards an honored citizen on 
White River. 

THE OLDEST RESIDENT. 

It is claimed that Mrs. Juha Bohne, residing on Ontario St., is 
the oldest settler hving in Muskegon, and the first white woman that 
set foot on this soil, and that Geo. B, Woodbury is the oldest male 
settler. Mrs. Bohne is widow of the late Charles Bohne, came here 
with her first husband, Thos. W. DiU, in 1837. She is stiU 
hale and hearty after a 45 years' residence on Muskegon River. 
She came with her first husband from Chicago by steamer Columbus, 
to Grand Haven, and started in a canoe to the mouth of Muskegon 
Lake, when the men not understanding how to manage such a crcift, 
came near swamping, and Mrs. DiU decided to go ashore and walk 
thirteen miles to the mouth of Muskegon Lake. She went on alone 
with their son, G. W. Bill, aged 6 years, and her little daughter 
Marilla (now Mrs. N. Campbell, of Wisconsin), aged 4 years. She 
says she felt rather timid ^n the lonely road when she saw Indian 
wigwams here and there, but she found them to be abandoned by 
their former occupants, and she was soon rejoined by her husband 
and the others who had had to take the canoe back to Grand Haven. 
After crossing the outlet of Black Lake in a canoe, the party arrived 
at Pi Sherman, where they stopped all night at Henry PennOyer's 



boarding house, and then canoed up the lake and river opposite to 
what is now Newaygo village. There were then a few white men 
here, Lasley, Badeau, M. Ryerson, and a few others. She lived 
one year at Newaygo, then at the "Dam," and then at "Mill Iron 
Point," eight miles up the river, and for a whole year never saw the 
face of a white woman. She has resided many years on Terrace 
St., Muskegon. 

S. R. SANFORd's STATEMENT. 

Among the early settlers is Samuel R. Sanford, who, although 
over three s^ore, is still hale and active, and keeps up his reputation 
as a walker, which, when he was sherifi: of the county in 1858-60 
gained him the appellation of the Walking Sheriil. He came from 
Grand Rapids on the Muskegon River in December, 1848, at the 
"Dam," which derives its name from a jam of floodwood which ob- 
structed navigation until cleared away, which was done before 1848. 
It is just beyond the limits of Cedar Creek, and near where Bridge- 
ton now is. Muskegon in 1848 was a very small straggling village. 
There was the Lasley mill, now Stimson & Co.'s, also Ryerson & 
Morris', which sawed 10,000 or 11,000 feet in twenty-four hours, 
and the former had about double the capacity, being a double mill. 
Lumber was selling then at what was considered a good rate f 8 or 
f 9 per thousand. The mill where White, Swan & Smith's now 
is, .which then belonged to Lloyd & Place, had just been burned 
down. Lumber was then of the best quality, as nothing was cut but 
what was clear, no log was cut above the branches. The cut of that 
time was about equal to the cuts of the mills now for board and strip 
or selected logs. At this time lands had not been located, and each 
mill put in its own logs. There was considerable trouble for this 
taking of logs, with the Government ofiicials. The mill-owners 
placed their shanties where they could get three requisites, good 
water, firewood and timber. They would select forty acres and cut 
all around it. 

In 1849 the California "fever" broke out, and cholera at the 
same time. The hard times set in simultaneously, and every one 
was Avilling to sell out, but nobody wished to buy. 1848 and 1849 
were very wet seasons, farms were cheap, and lumber was down. If 
a vessel load was sent to Chicago it would not bring over §5 per 
thousand, and that only after the severest culling, a fine, clear 
board would be thrown out for half price if a split of two feet long 
were found in it. 

The Government, about 1850-1-2, made attempts to stop the . 
plundering of their lands, seized lumber, logs and vessels, arrested 
the trespassers, taking many of them to Detroit, but finally the 
matter was compromised, and from that time land was m(5re gener- 
ally located, the plundered lands among the rest, on which, however, 
the amount cut was found to be trifling. 

The Indians were paid bounties at Grand Rapids until about 
1848, they lived by trapping, berrying and basket making. At that 
time at the head of the lake in the Booming Company's marsh, 
there were immense swarms of rats, which were killed by the In- 
dians for their flesh for food and their skins to sell to the whites. 

Mr. Sanford bought his miU site at the "Dam" from Joseph 
Troutier, commonly called "Truckey," a half-breed Frenchman who 
was one of the earliest pioneers, He was in the early days like Rob- 
inson Crusoe, "monarck^f all he surveyed," and had a trading post 
near where White, Swan & Smith's mill now stands. In 1848 he 
appeared to be a middle-aged man, say about 37 years of age, and 
he died a few years ago at Bridgeton, up the river, aged 70 years. 
He weighed when in his prime about 175 pounds, and was an active 
man, about six feet in height. "Alexy" St. Peter, his brother-in- 
law, also had a trading post on the lake. 

The roads at this time being mere Indian trails in a new 
and crude state, supplies were mainly brought in by water. To 
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Ulustrate the hardships of those early days, Mr. Sanford relates 
that ill 1849 he carried on his hack from Grand Haven to his mil], 
about thirty miles,his first saw, weighing about forty-five pounds, 
his employe, who carried the other, gave out near the ford at the 
mouth of Black Lake, and Mr. Sanford had to shoulder both the 
saws, and wade acK)ss up to the shoulders. To show the character 
of the roads he relates that it took him in 1849 a whole day to get 
his team four miles on the road to Grand Eapids, and the only way 
he did so at all was by cutting a new road along side of the old one, 
which was fearfully muddy. 

The depression in timber lasted until about 1853, when it began 
to improve, new mills were erected, and the "hum" of good times 
set in, lasting three years, and being followed in 1857 by three years 
of depression, and of course many failures. Mr. Sanford was 
elected Sheriff of Ottawa and Muskegon iu 1847, taking office Jan- 
uary 1, 1858, and continuing in office until January 1, 1860, and 
had good opportunity to know how hard the times were. As show- 
ing how sjjarsely the county was settled, he says that he collected 
the taxes in the north half of this county in just one week. The 
census of 1800, taken by Mr. Sanford, showed 800 at White Eiver, 
11 at Whitehall, 40 at Carieton's Mills, and ()5 at a point beyond 
the latter mills. When he visited White Lake he made his home at 
the Knudsens on the Montague side. Caiieton's idea in the divis- 
ion of the county was to detatch certain towns from the south of 
Oceana and the north of Muskegon, forming a new county of Oceana 
with the center at his own mills, which would be the county seat. 
The southern part of Muskegon was to remain with Ottawa. Had 
he obtained his desire, he could not have retained the county seat, as 
it would have gone down to Whitehall or Montague, where the pop- 
ulation and wealth have centered. 

Mr. Sanford came down to the city and located land on Section 
29, for Eansoin E. Wood, afterwards purchasing it himself, owning 
at one time 400 acres in the city. Although over GO years of age, 
he is still hale and vigorous, and he still retains that vigorous grip 
of the hand which none of the early settlers wanted to experience a 
a second time. He was noted for his rapid gait in walking, going 
forty miles to Grand Eapids in eight hours, and doing the duties of 
his office as sherili on foot, so that he was known as the "Walking 
Sheriff." His Indian name was "Wabunskindip" or "white head," 
from the color of his hair. 

ELiAS w. Merrill's statement. 

Mr. Merrill, one of the oldest representative men of Muskegon, 
who has lived retired since 18G5, makes the following statement: 

I settled in Muskegon in 1844; over four years previously Mus- 
kegon had been organized as a village ; the people used to meet and 
elect officers, and then allow the municipahty to become dormant, 
no taxes being raised. They would get roused up once in a while 
by a threat to annex them to Spring Lake. 

In 1839 the lands north of Grand Eiver known 'as Indian Ee- 
serve, were thrown open and then advertised. There had been pre- 
emptions for saw mills as early as 1836. 

The first steam mill was where White & Swan's now stands, built 
by Lloyd & Place of Grand Eapids. It was a water mill, and served 
n double purpose, as a saw and grist mill. The bulk of the lumber 
was manufactured at that time up the river at Croton, in Newaygo 
and at Sand Creek, now Bridgeton. My brother had a water mill 
up there. Eyerson & Knickerbocker's mill was built in 1844. In 
1845 Mear's miU was all there was m Whitehall. The next mill in 
Muskegon was built by Wm. Lasley, and sold to Chapin, afterwards 
Chapin & Foss. Mr. Lasley was the heaviest Indian trader north 
of the Grand Eiver, and died the year after building his mill. 

As to the organization of the county the Ferrys were strongly 



opposed to it, and the legality of the organization was a question 
carried to the higher courts. In the north, Carleton and Dalton, 
representatives of White Eiver and Oceana, were opposed to the 
formation of Muskegon, and went to Grand Haven, whefe they were 
refused seats, and when they came back to Muskegon Board of Su- 
pervisors they were told that the organization coidd be proceeded 
with without them, so their taxes were lost that year. In the Legis- 
lature the question was hotly debated, the representative from the 
north, Capt. Dalton, and that of the south, Henry Pennoyer, togeth- 
er with Senator Ferry, opposed organization, but it was carried by 
one vote over the necessary two-thirds. But after a while all worked 
ni amicably. Pennoyer's speech on that occasion was a remarkably 
impressive one. He closed with, "I pray you do not separate, Mus- 
kegon will soon come back as a pauper to Ottawa suing' to be taken 
baclv. Why every step you take, you step on nothing but pine knots 
and sand ! " 

The meaning of the Indian word " Ottawa" is said by Gov. 
Holt to be " traders," while " Muskegon" denotes " marshy river" 
or "wet prairie." On the other hand. Father Van Pamel, of Mus- 
kegon, believes that " Muskegon" denotes " abundance of fish." 

The first two-seated carriage brought into Muskegon County 
was by xilvah Trowbridge. 

The first store in that part of Muskegon City known as " Mid- 
dle Town," was that of Durkee & Truesdell. 

In 1855 there were but two mills between Levi Truesdell's 
store and Pt. Shermm, the B idler and Euddiman mills. 



EAELY HISTOEY OF WHITE LAKE EEGION. 

In April 1887, Charles and Albert Mears, the latter then a boy 
of fifteen, with two men named True and Herrick, made their 
memorable journey from Paw Paw to White Lake. The story of 
that momentous journey is given in the history of White Lake saw 
mills. It was the means of inducing Charles^ Mears to enter into 
his early lumber and land speculations around White Lake and 
Hack Lake, which have prcfv^ed such a fortune to Mr. Mears, and 
which have given an impetus to the White Lake region. Charies 
came again that fall, and in 1839 built the old water mill, now re- 
moved, on White Lake, near where the Wilcox company's mifl 
stands. The sloop Eanger, built by C. Mears at St. Joseph, and 
carrying 15,000 feet of lumber, was the first saihng craft ever on 
White Lake. 

Albert Mears did not return until 1861. T. Stannage, of 
Montague, John Htmson, and John Barr were at White Lake in 
1888. There were Indians at Clay Banks, and Chief Wabiningo 
and half a dozen lodges were near the mouth of White Eiver. 
About 1859 C. Mears built a store (D. Leitch's). In 1858 White- 
hah was platted, and all west of the railway was John Hanson's 
wheat field. S. C. Hall, now the wealthy lumberman of Muskegon 
city carried the first mail afoot. 

1844. C. Mears builds the old water mill, sells to A. M. 
Thompson in 186(). Before this the Duck Lake mill was built by 
C. Mears. 

1845. Dalton Bros, build Silver Creek mill up White Eiver; 
Dalton Sc Menges buy in 1808. 

July 4th, 184G, there was a grand celebration at the Mouth; 
Hulbert, the hotel-keeper, furnished a salt pork dinner, after which 
there was a swimming match. 

In 1847 Andrew Knudsen came to White Lake. 

In 1850 Eev. W. M. Ferry builds a mill at the mouth of White 
Lake. Scott & Stebbins run the mill and store until 1854. 

In 1853 White Eiver Township was organized. 
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hotel were built. 



'One 

Piers at 
Tel- 



In 1854 Noali H. Ferry arrives in the Fall to run the mill at 

White Eiver, the former mouth of White Lake. First post office 

at White Eiver. A. A. Caine, post-master Jewell mill built; 

sold in 1860 to Heald & Co. 

In 1855 the Jewell mill and Storm; 
Hulburt lived at the salt marsh. 

In 1861 E. Knudsen built a store and house, 

Mouth built by Ferry. The first schooner to enter was the 

egraph," which took part of a load. May lltli Jesse D. Pullman 

arrives at White Eiver. Miss Hazleton starts the first school 

(private) in aU White Eiver. Public schools organized in 1856. 

The first settled minister (Methodist) come to White Eiver, 

(Eev. L. M. Bennett), built a pcxrsonage and stayed two years. 

Eev. McCarthy followed, then Eev. Mills and Eev. G. W. Chapin, 
brother of Mrs. E. Burrows. 

In 1856 Whittaker & HaU built Staples & Covell's old mill. 

I. E. Carleton Supervisor, and Eev. Mr. Bennett (colored) treasurer. 
Dr. Wheeler commences to practice at the Mouth. 

In 1857 a town meeting was held at Dalton's water mill, White 
Eiver then including the present White Eiver, Montague, White- 
hall, Fruitland, Dalton, Blue Lake, Cedar Creek and Holton, what 

is now eight towns. Dalton was elected Supervisor, and J. P. 

Brown Treasurer. Geo. A. Eodgers drowned off Long Point, 

where he was operating a mill. S. J. B. Watson comes to White 

Eiver. Printed tickets first used at elections of old White Eiver 

Township N. H. Ferry Supervisor. Carleton & Dalton pur- 
chased the brig Oceana. 

In 1858 Whittaker &]^HaU's miU was sold to Thompson & 
CoveU. They seU to W. Weston in 1864, and he to Lewis & Hall 
the same Fall, who sold to Staples & Covell. The latter firm tore 

the old mill down in 1875. Peter Hobler settles at White Eiver. 

April 19th Geo. E. Dowhng arrives at the Mouth. Peter 

Dalton Supervisor, Moody Farman Clerk, and P. Hobler Treasurer. 

The steamer Comet, with a big excursion from Grand Haven, 

enters the piers at the Mouth. 

In 1858 I. E. Carleton was Supervisor of White Eiver. 

Muskegon County was organized. — ; — The towns of Dalton and 

Oceana organized. Whitehall first platted, as Mears. In the 

FaU C. Mears starts a store Great races at White Eiver. W. 

H. Woodbury came to the Mouth in the Spring of this year. 

In 1860 Whitehall was surveyed by A. M. Hiersch, employed 
by C. Mears and G. B. Slocum. 

In 1861 the post office was first opened, with A. Mears as the 

first post-master. S. C. Hall, on foot, first mail carrier, and 

Horace Jones in 1861. A volunteer company was formed this 

FaU with N. H. Ferry Captain, H. Heffernan 1st Lieut., and E. C. 
Dicey 2d Lieut. Ferry built the schooner Success. 

In 1862 Thompson & Covell start a store in the place known 

afterward as Bratz's store. First hotel, moved by P. Hobler from 

Hard Landing. 

In 1863 the first church in Whitehall (Congregational) was or- 
ganized by P. E. Van Frank. The first meeting were held in the 
old log house. 

In 1864 the bridge was built between Montague and Whitehall 
by W. H. Parks. 

In 1865 Franklin & Wheeler buy out Thompson & Covell's store 

in June, and sell to Louis Bratz in 1866. The first drug store 

was started by Zerah Mizner this Spring; Euggles' drug store was 
started in 1867, Wheeler's in 1868, Sandberg's in 1875, and D. P. 

Glazier's in 1877. A. A. Cone moves his hotel from the Mouth. 

The first saloon opened by W. M. Simons, the first law office by 

Duane Thompson. First practicing physician, Dr. J. A. Wheeler. 

In 1866 Congress voted f 67,000 for harbor improvements. 



In 1867 the village of Whitehall was incorporated, and the first 
telegraph office opened. 

The Harbor Company, with a capital of 1 20, 000, was formed in 
1869, and Congress having added $45,000 more, White Lake be- 
comes one of the best harbors on the Lake. The first newspaper — 
77ie WhiiehaU Forum — was printed in 1869 by B. Frank. 

In September, 1870, the Booming Company Avas formed, and in 
the following October the first train of railway cars enters Whitehall. 
In December the first bank opens. 

The Hon. I. E. Carleton, after a residence of twenty years on 
White Lake, died on March 28, 1871. 

EAKLY STAGE LINES. 

The first to start anything like a stage or public conveyance 
from the south into Muskegon was old Mr. Brittain, still a resident of 
Ferrysburg, who entered on the work of stage driving in the early 
days of "small things." 

Shortly after 1850 Francis Blood, now of Wright, had a stage 
route from Muskegon to Eavenna connecting with Grand Eapids, 
and in 1855 Geo. Bradford, now a carpenter on Pine street, Mus- 
kegon, purchased the stage, and it took in good weather one day to 
go to Muskegon and another to return. In bad weather, in Spring 
and Fall, it took twice that time. Mr. Bradford settled in Muske- 
gon in 1871, with his son Andrew, now of the American Hotel. 

Mr. Thomas Merrill, of Muskegon, then of Ferrysburg, was the 
first to enter upon staging on a large scale, in connection with 
Thomas Culbert & Bro., of Muskegon. He came to Ferrysburg in 
1850, was ten years foreman of Ferry's saw mill, and in 1865 es- 
tablished a regular mail, express and stage route. The road from 
Ferrysburg was cut in 1858, being underbushed, but not traveled 
until 1860. The stage line consisted of fiNQ to ten three seated, 
spring, buck-board wagons, capable of carrying five passengers and 
the driver. Among the early drivers still residents of Muskegon 
will be remembered Jack Sharp, F. Wright; Louis Morse (of the 
Omnibus line) John Curiier, and Wm. Flanders, since 1865 fore- 
man for Mr. MerriU. In 1869, when the railroad was building, the 
stage used to meet the train, and in 1880 staging ceased with the 
completion of the railroad. As high as sixty horses were used at one 
time on the great passenger, express and freight trains. There 
were three routes to Ferrysburg, the oldest road that by Black 
Creek, the next was the Telegraph road, which was built by the 
State ; and the best was the Lower road, built by subscription, and 
partially by the State. 

WmTEHALL STAGES. 

The first mail route to Whitehall was on foot over the Indian 
trail and the first mail carrier was Mr. S. C. Hall, now a wealthy 
lumberman of Muskegon City, who carried the mail on foot for the 
first three weeks in a carpet bag. The first letter was for Joseph 
Hinchman. The first stage to Whitehall was by Gale & Nichols, 
then came Bickford's stage, then Smith & Saunders, Hall & Al- 
sauer, Lee, ScuUy & Co., and Culbert Bros, to the South, and first 
Bickman and then Eodky to the North. 

STEAMBOATING. 

Among the earliest to commence the steamboat passenger bus- 
iness was Mr. J. T. Eyerson, now of Muskegon, who ran two boats, 
the old "Truesdell" and the "Ottawa," as combined lumber and pas- 
senger boats until 1867, when he sold out to Mr. A. E. Goodrich, 
of Chicago, who has run steamers to Muskegon, Ottawa and Grand 
Haven, both propellers and side -wheelers, but chiefly the latter from 
that time until the Fall of 1880, when he withdrew the hne for a 
year but they are again being put on in 1882. As early as 1866 
Mr. Goodrich ran a few trial trips with onS of his steamers. For 
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many years this line kas been ran by the Goodrich Transportation 
Company, which is very extensive in its operations, and has a con- 
tinental reputation for the speed, elegance and comfort of its boats. 
The head office is at the foot of Michigan Avenue, Chicago, where 
they have extensive docks. The President of the company is A. E. 
Goodrich, Thos. G. Butler is Vice-President and Supt. ; G. Hurson, 
Secretary; Wm. H. Wright, Treasurer; and John Singleton, Pas- 
senger Agent at Chicago. They have now seven lines of boats, and 
take in both sides of Lake Michigan. They now own eleven 
steamers, five large and elegant low pressure, side-wheelers, and 
six A 1 upper cabin propellers. 



BANKING. 

There are but three National banks in the county, the Muske- 
gon National and the Lumberman's in Muskegon, with capital of 
$200,000 and 1 100,000 respectively; and the First National, of 
Whitehall, with f 50,000 capital. 

The first bank estabhshed in Muskegon City was in 1859, by 
Capt. T. J. Band; in 1864 it became an Exchange Bank with more 
extended facilities. On the death of the founder the bank became a 
National bank, under the title of 

THE LUMBEKMAN's NATIONAL BANK, 

in February, 1873, with Major C. Davis as its first President, Henry 
Beidler as Vice President, and C. C. Billinghurst Cashier. Its direct- 
ors have always been prudent and conservative men, which accounts 
in a great measure for the large amount of deposits continually 
entrusted to their care. This institution has always had in view the 
prosperity of the city, more especially its great manufacturing inter- 
ests, and, as its name imphes, is a Lumberman's Bank in that the 
greater part of its loans and discounts are made with the lumbering 
interests connected with the city and river. Among those inti- 
mately connected with its management for many years, as officers 
and directors, are: Major Chauncey Davis, the President; A. V. 
Mann, I. 0. Smith, C. H. Hackley, Alex. Eodgers, W. F. Wood, 
and Eolhn S. Thompson, nearly all of whom are wealthy and ex- 
tensive dealers in lumber. The bank is situated on Western Avenue, 
not far from Terrace Street, and has just been thoroughly over- 
hauled and refitted, an elegant new front having been put in. This 
bank is a stable and prosperous institution. 

THE MUSKEGON NATIONAL BANK 

was established in November, 1870, and was the first regular bank 
in Muskegon. .Before this E. G. Comstock had been conducting a 
private bank for Mr. Gustin^ his father-in-law. Mr. Comstock 
died in 1880, in New York. The first President of this bank 
was Mr. Gustin. The early Directors were: A. Eodgers, F. A. 
Nims, C. H. Hackley, L. G. Mason, E. W. Merrill, and Gustin and 
Comstock. The capital at one time was f 225,000. but is now 
1200,000; the surplus and earnings are |83,713.98. The officers 
(in 1881) were: C. T. Hills President; C. H. Hackley Vice Presi- 
dent, and Frank" Wood Cashier. The Directors were: C. T. Hills, 
A. Hathaway, C. H. Hackley, C. S. Montague, L. G. Mason, D. E. 
Shaw, and A. S. Montgomery. 

The following is the statement for Oct. 1, 1881 : 




KESOUECES. 

Loans and Discounts.... $ 431,592 32 

Overdrafts 1/222 91 

U. S. Bonds at Par 50,000 00 

Other Bonds , 19.000 00 

Real Estate, Furniture 

and Fixtures 32,000 00 

Expenses and Taxes Paid 3.210 86 

Due from U. S Treasurer 2,250 00 

Due from Banks 65,219 15 

Cash on Hand 65.796 57 



$673,291 81 



LIABILITIES. 

Capital Stock $ 200,000 00 

Surplus 40,000 00 

Undivided Earnings 28,71 3 98 

Circulation 45,000 00 

I'eposits 359,377 83 

Dividends Unpaid 200 00 



$673,291 81 



The bank building on Western Avenue is a noble structure, and 
is on the corner of First Street. It was erected in 1874-75, the 
bank entering upon business in it March 5, 1875. They have four 
large vaults, one burglar-proof, with fifty-eight safety deposit boxes. 
The works are from the Detroit Safe Company. 

The last hst of ofl&cers and directors is as follows; 

Directors: C. T. HiUs, C. H. Hackley, L. G. Mason, A. S. 
Montgomery, Aaj-on Hathaway, C. S. Montague, and D.E. Shaw. 

Officers: President, C. T. HiUs; Vice President, C. H. Hack- 
ley; Cashier, Frank Wood; TeUer, Eay W. Jones; Book-Keeper, 
T.D. Whitney; Collection Clerk, Alfred H. Wylie; Exchange Clerk, 
P. 0. Lange. 

WmTEHALL BANKING. 

The first bank in Whitehall was the Exchange Bank, opened 
by Frank Blackmarr Nov. 14th, 1870, of which C. A. Hammond 
was Cashier. August 11th, 1873, the Lumberman's State Bank 
organized under the State banking laws with a capital of 1 50,000, 
and officers as follows: President, Hon. John P. Cook; Vice Pres- 
ident, Hon. Elliot T. Slocum; Cashier, Frank Blackmarr; Assistant 
Cashier, C. A. Hammond; Directors, Hon. John P. Cook,- Hon. 
Elliot T. Slocum; John C.Lewis, Hon. George M. Smith, E. M. 
Buggies, Frank Blackmarr and Charles H. Cook. The new bank 
purchased the old Exchange Bank's business. July 5th, 1876, Col. 
William Weston purchased a controlling interest in the stock and 
was elected President, and on June 26th of the year following his 
son, I. M. Weston, succeeded Frank Blackmarr as Cashier. 

July 17th, 1879, 1. M. Weston succeeded his father as President 
and principal owner of the bank, and C. A. Hammond, the former 
Assistant Cashier, was elected Cashier. 

September 1st, 1879, it was re-organized as the First National 
Bank of Whitehall, with the same capital and officers. 

Li 1881 the officers were: President, I. M. Weston; Vice 
President, Albert Mears; Cashier, C. A. Hammond. Directors: 
I. M. Weston, Albert Mears, B. F. Weston, John C. Lewis, L, G. 
Eipley, E. M. Buggies and S. H. Lasley. 

The official statement made to the Comptroller of the Currency 
October 1st, 1881, shows: Capital stock, $50,000; surplus and 
undivided earnings, $10,151.33; cash on hand, $44,593.47; de- 
posits, $152,256.89. 

The bank building, of which we present a cut, is the finest 
edifice devoted to business purposes in the village. It was built in 
1873, of Milwaukee brick, at a cost of $12,000, and is complete 
and elegant in all its furnishing. It contains a large vault, with 
double burglar-proof Hall doors. Inside the vault is one of Hall's 
latest improved burglar-proof safes, with Sargent's time lock at- 
tached, and also a chest of iron safety deposit boxes for customers. 

The bank does business for a large area of territory, being the 
only one between Muskegon and Pentwater, a distance of forty 
miles, and as far east as the Grand Eaj^ids & Indiana E. E. It 
takes first rank among the banks of the State as a strong, prosper- 
ous, and well equipped financial institution. 

For 1882 the Directors are: I. M. Weston, A. Mears, J. C. 
Lewis, B. F. Weston, C. A. Hammond, E. M, Euggles and S. H. 
Lasley. 

At the Directors' meeting the new board elected I. M. Weston 
President and C. A. Hammond Cashier. A semi-annual dividend 
of four per cent, was declared, and eight per cent, was passed to the 
surplus fund from the earnings of the past six months. 

SmP BUILDING. 

The only two points at which ship-building has been carried on^ 
and that on but a smaU scale, have been Muskegon City and White- 
hall. At the former ]3lace the Booming Company was the first to 
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have a sliipyard on a small scale, to repair their boats and build 
their tugs and dredges. Their yard was on the bank of the lake 
not far from the upper railway depot. The water has since been 
encroached upon, so that the position is now quite inland. About 
1868 Capt. J. P. Arnold commenced to work for the company and 
continued to do so for several years. At that time, he says, the 
company had but one tug, the old "Algoma," and in 1871 the 
"Morris" was built. Previous to this river boats had been used. 
The company still keep up their yard for repairing and for building 
a portion of their tugs, dredges and scows. Capt. Seth Lee was one 
of the former overseers of the yard, and now Capt. Mees has charge. 

The ship-building business has never been very extensive on 
Muskegon Lake, either ^on account of the timber, or on account of 
capitalists not taking up the business with energy, owing to other 
lines of business presenting more lucrative openings for investment, 

Capt. J. P. Arnold started his own yard near the "Foss" mill 
in 1879, and built there the schooner Lyman Davis, capacity 230,- 
000 feet of lumber, which is still running; also twelve tugs, a dredge 
and a number of boats. Li 1881 he built the tug "Arnold," and 
took it all the way to New Orleans and there disposed of it to good 
advantage, after enjoying an exciting trip on the "Father of Waters." 
This Spring the captain is building a fine ferry boat on the Boom- 
ing Company's grounds for Capt. Seth Lee, to be used as a ferry to 
North Muskegon. It is 80 feet long, 16 feet beam and 6 feet hold. 
The Booming Com^pany is also now engaged in rebuilding the tug 
Stevens. 

Henry Footlander's yard is at the "Foss" slip and was com- 
menced in 1878, at which tugs nov/ have been built, boats repaired, 
and a vessel is now in course of erection, which is expected to be 
ready for launching soon. 

Ship-building at Whitehall in the Winter of 1881-2 has been 
quite active, there having been on the stocks the schooner Mary 
Collins, of Chicago ; the Kate Howard, of Evanston ; and the steam 
barge Michael Groh, of Chicago. The total amount expended is 
about f 20,000, and 40 or 50 men have been employed. 

FLOUKING MILLS. 

The first flouring miU in the vicinity was built by John Euddi- 
man at the mouth of Bear Lake, across Muskegon Lake, in 1852, 
and many recohect the benefit the old mill was to the early settlers. 
It is now a thing of the past. 

The second and last mill is the City Mills, built in 1869, a 
four story wooden structure with five run of stones. It was •built 
by Wm. Martin and Jas. M. Barnet (Grand Eapids) and purchased 
inAug. 1878, by H. S. Henderson & Co. (Mr. Peterson.) The firm do 
no custom work, and have to import wheat largely to supply the 
demand. They have worked up a large and increasing business, 
and also deal in pressed hay and manufactured feed. 

The only other flouring mill in the county is that of Ferry, 
Dowling & Co., in Montague, which is a fine aft'air. It 
is a fine three-story and basement wooden structure, fitted with all 
modern improvements for milling by new processes, with four run 
of stones, making forty barrels a day. It was erected in 1867 by 
Ferry, Dowling & Co., and at first they had to import grain to 
keep it going, now they can export, such is the progress of agri- 
culture. In 1875 Jas. M. Webster took charge and is managing 
it with energy and ability. 

HOMOCIDES AND FATAL ACCIDENTS. 

Muskegon has been singularly free from criminal trials, for 
murder or homocide. For the last seven years the only murder 
trial was that of Dick Talbot, of Marshall, for the murder of Thos. 
Leitch, on the Newaygo road. The trial took place in the Spring of 
1881, and Talbot is serving out a sentence of fifteen years' impris- 



onment at Jackson. The cause of the murder is a mystery. There 
was a murder committed by a book agent named Birge, who shot 
his wife and immediately shot himself, so that he died the same 
day in jail. This was a very melanchoUy affair. In the summer 
of 1881 the body of Neil McKinnon, Canadian, was found in the 
Muskegon Lake, and in the Fall of the same year the body of 
Henry Slater, a talented lawyer of Muskegon, and formerly of 
Whitehall, was found on the marsh in which it is probable he had 
wandered. 

The following is the 

TAX ROLL OF 1839, 

which shows the " solid men" of that day: 

Names and property taxed: Joachim Lansdak, |185; John 
Nait (or Nail), §60; James Banks, fl05; John Jackson, |105 
Henry Pennoyer, |165; Wm. Bailey, |75; Joseph Troutier, |260 
B. H. Wheelock, |3,000; Wm. Lasley, |1,910; Geo. Cown, |30 
Joseph Stannock, |110; Louis B. Badeau, |1,850; T. Newell & 
Co., 11,683. Total, |8,938. Signed, E.Wilcox, J, K. Newcomb, 
and C. Fryzine. Dated, May 20th, 1839. 

C. Fryzine was postmaster in 1839. 

THE "trading post" 

was the name of a spot about four miles up White Eiver, 
on the right bank, and consisted of a hut made of split logs, 
erected by a French trader in the early days, certainly before 1835, 
which was abandoned when the Mears and Daltons came in, 
shortly after that date. The j)lace was occupied as a sort of saloon 
and eating house by Charles Johnson and Johannes Gustavus, 
who are still both living, the former rich, the latter poor. The " boys" 
in those days called the place instead of the " Trading Post" the 
"snubbing post." The place was on land now owned by a Mr. 
Nelson and the Christ. Wyre estate. This historic land-mark 
is now removed. 

primitive justice. 

A Justice of the Peace in the olden times was an important per- 
sonage ; as an instance we insert the following anecdote. 

Mr. James Dexter came to White Eiver in 1848, and removed 
from that place to Pentwater in May, 1855. He was one of the Jus- 
tices of the Peace of White Eiver Township, which, until 1855, 
comprised all the territory in Oceana and Mason counties. 

During the judicial reign of James Dexter when Justice of the 
Peace of the township of Pentwater, one Henry Eector, becoming 
incensed at his neighbor's hog for destroying his garden, shot said 
hog. 

Complaint being made to his Honor of the commission of so 
grave an offense, he immediately issued his warrant, and Mr. Eector 
found himself a prisoner before his Honor's judicial tribunal. 

Upon trial, the prisoner was found guilty, and Justice Dexter, 
in pronouncing the sentence of the Court, said; — 

"Having been tried by a jury of your countrymen and found 
guilty of disturbing the peace and dignity of our community, the 
quietude of which has heretofore never been disturbed by anything 
more serious than the killing of an Injun, it becomes the duty of 
this Court to inflict the penalty of the law upon you. You will pay 
to me within one hour a fine of twenty doUars and costs, amounting 
to ten dollars, and in default thereof, you wiU be imprisoned in the 
county jail at Whiskey Creek for the term of ninety-nine years." 

The prisoner faihng to make the required payment, was actually 
conveyed to Whiskey Creek and placed in the jail, where he might 
have remained until the full term had expired had not his friends 
succeeded in procuring his release upon a writ of habeas cor^nis, is- 
sued at Grand Haven where Judge Little John was holding court. 
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%.bout the year 1844, after the first salt well at Grand Eapids 
was completed, the men that sunk it, consisting of a father and two 
sons, by the name of Hulbert, came on White Eiver as the most 
likely place to strike salt. It was then an unbroken wilderness, the 
beautiful lake was navigated only by the red man and his dusky mate, 
except it may be that the veteran pioneer, Chas, Mears had a mill 
where A. M. Thompson's mill lately stood. It is not known what 
induced them to come here, whether they decided upon geological 
knowledge, or from Indian stories about the great salt spring, ten or 
twelve miles up the river. But one thing is certain, they went there 
and found the spring to contain about twenty-five or thirty per cent 
salt, and commenced sinking a salt weU, and got to the depth of 
eighty feet, when the driU got fast and they were obliged to aban- 
don it, but doubtless, salt can be found there in paying quantities. 

The old Daylight propeller was the first to ply between Grand 
Haven and Pentwater, and was commanded by Capt. Ed. Burroughs 
with his brother Edson as Wheelsman. It was a side-wheeler with 
heavy stroke, and ran for several years about 1864-5-6. 

In giving his pioneer experiences, Mr. James Gibbs, of Mears, 
writes that twenty-six years ago but one house, Sargent's, stood in 
Montague, where now the spacious Franklin House stands, and 
there was but one house in Whitehall at that time. On his ar- 
rival there he had to subsist three days on potatoes and salt. 

LOGGING ROADS 

are of recent invention. The N'orthwestern Limiberman, in a recent 
article, says that the idea of using steam to convey logs from the 
pineries first entered into the mind of a Muskegon man, W. S. Ger- 
rish, when sauntering in Machinery Hall at the Centennial Exposi- 
tion in 1876, and now Michigan has more miles of such forest roads 
than all other States combined, and enquiries as to their construc- 
tion are coming from other lumbering States, especially the South. 

CHANGE OF NAMES. 

The names of quite a number of places have been changed, and 
the places themselves in some cases have disappeared, being either 
paper organizations and appearing only in old maps, or the people 
have moved away, and left the formerly flourishing village to deso- 
lation. Among these is the projected village of "Crimea," on the 
north side of the entrance of Black Lake, and "Chichester," on the 
northeast comer of Moorland; "Ferrysville" and "Stump P. 0." at 
the mouth of White Lake; "Carle ton," up White Eiver; "Mears," 
(now Whitehall); "EeedsviUe," now a part of North Muskegon; 
"Laketon" and "MillviUe," now Pt. Sherman; "Oceana," the name 
of a township of varying size, which at one time included Montague 
and Whitehall. The names of the railroads are all changed into 
Chicago & West Michigan Eailway, which were formerly the Chicago, 
Michigan & Lake Shore, the Ferrysburg & Muskegon, the Muskegon 
& Pentwater, the Muskegon & Big Eapids, etc. For a time the 
name of the county varied, even in acts of the Legislature being 
sometimes Muskegon, and at other times Muskego. 

MAP OF 1834. 
In a map of Michigan of the year 1834, aU the territory north 
of Oceana was classified as the Territory of Michihmackinac, and is 
all a blank space, as is, indeed, nearly all the map of the State. 
The only names of settlements that appear in the counties of 
Kent, Allegan, Ionia, Ottawa, or Oceana, are those of " McCoy" 
and " Gypsum," where Grandville and Jenisonville now stand. All 
else is blank. The Grand Eiver is pretty well traced, but the Mus- 
kegon and White Eivers are made to appear of equal length, rising 
up about Holton. No lakes appear at their Mouths. Oceana 
County came down near the line of Muskegon Eiver. 



THE CITY MAP IN 1854. 

The earhest printed plat of Muskegon City is one by Eobert S. 
Innes, C. E., which of course shows the "village" on a small scale. 
The plat extended from Pie as a,nt and Jefferson Sts., on the west, to 
Myrtle St. on the south, and Little Chief St. on the east, being from 
two to five blocks deep and ten blocks long. There was but one pier 
extending a short distance into ihQ lake — the old Newell pier — a 
short distance east of the mouth of Eyerson's Creek. 



COUNTY MAP IN 1864. 

In looking at a map of the county published in Philadelphia in 
1864, one is struck with the important changes in the boundaries 
of towns and of the progress in other respects. Many of the pres- 
ent wagon roads were then unopened, and not a single railroad ap- 
pears. Norton and Fruitport are all included under Norton. Mus- 
kegon covers all of Laketon and Lakeside as well a^ its present ter- 
ritory. White Eiver comes to a sharp point by being prolonged 
into what is now Fruitland. Dalton is the name for all of the rest 
of Fruitland, of the whole of the present towns of Whitehall, Dalton 
and all of Blue Lake, except the two upper tiers of sections. Oceana 
was the name of what is now Montague and that part of Blue Lake 
not taken by Dalton. Cedar Creek includes the present town of 
that name as well as Holton. The other towns were arranged- as 
at present. Whitehall village is indicated on the map by a small 
plat called "Mears," and Montague village is not named, but in its 
place appears the name of W. M. Ferry's saw mill, FerrisviUe is the 
name of the then considerable settlement at the mouth of White 
Lake, which mingled its waters with Lake Michigan by the old tor- 
tuous channel to the north of the present one. There appears but 
two roads to the north from Muskegon City, the State road, and 
one running along the north of the lake and branching ofi at Green's 
Creek towards the lake shore. There was also the road up the river 
to Newaygo. Where Pt. Sherman stands appears the name of 
MillviUe. 



THE PEESS. 

In 1882 the Press of the county is represented by three news- 
papers pubhshed in the city of Muskegon : The semi-weekly JSTeios 
and Reporter, by F. Weller, shortly to be converted into a daily; 
the daily and Weekly Ghronlde, by McKay and Dana; and the 
Evening 3IctU, by the Mail Pubhshing Company. The first is Dem- 
ocratic, the second Eepubhcan, and the third Independent. At 
Whitehall there is the Forum, weekly, Eepubhcan, issued by Charles 
P. Nearpiiss, and the Holton Banner, weekly, Eepubhcan, by C. P. 
Nearpass. At Montague is issued the Lunibernicm, weekly, Demo- 
cratic, by Frank Bracehn. 

In 1881-2 there was several changes in the personnel of the 
press. In the Fall of 1831 the Hon. W. M. Harford, pubhsher of 
the Chronicle at Muskegon, disposed of the paper to two enterpris- 
ing gentlemen from Ohio, Messrs. McKay and Dana. In January, 
1882, James Campbell, the able conductor of the Evening Journal, 
Muskegon, sold the good wih of that paper to the pubhshers of the 
Chronicle, and the Journcd ceased to exist. This reduced the press 
of Muskegon to two, the semi-weekly JSTeios and Reporter and the 
Daily Chronicle. 

The Evening Journal was commenced Feb. 10th, 1882, by 
Chas. S. Hilbourn, James Smith and W. G. Cameron. Messrs. 
Hilbourn and Cameron are both experienced newspaper men, the 
former having been pubhsher of the Lakeside Register, pubhshed 
in Muskegon from 1873 to 1877, when it was sold to Mr. WeUer, of 
The News and Reporter. It was a Democratic organ. The Mail 
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is independent in politics, is issued every week-day evening, with a 
double sheet on Saturdays. It has advocated the " Ten Hours" 
movement of the working men. 

The Muskegon JSTews was founded by John Bole, now of Grand 
Eapids, Jan. 1st, 1864, as a Eepublican organ, and in the Fall of 
the same year he sold out to J. P. Gardner, who, in the Spring of 
1865, sold to Mr. F. Weller, who has conducted it ever since. In 
1867 Mr. Weller purchased the Muskegon Reporter from Fred. Lee, 
and consolidated the journals as Tlte JSfeivs and Reporter. At the 
time of the Greeley- Grant campaign it supported Greeley, and has 
ever since been Democratic. It has been for many years a sprightly, 
newsy semi- weekly journal, 

Ferdinand Weller, editor and "proprietor of The jSfeios and 
Reporter, was born in Asch, Austria, Dec. 24th, 1838. At eighteen 
years of age he^came on a sailing vessel to America, landing at 
New York, settling ultimately at Howell, Mich., for six years, 
where he learned the printing business. Thence he went to Grand 
Ea|)ids for two years, and came to Muskegon in 1865, and pur- 
chased llie 3Iushegon ISfews, and afterwards the Rep>orter, which 
he consolidated as the semi- weekly JSfeios and Reporter. In 1869 
he married Miss Anna Ellis, of Earlville, Iowa. In 1870 Mr. 
Weller made a pleasant visit to his native place, and returned with 
his aged mother, who still resides in that city, hale and hearty? 
although now seventy-four years of age. 

The Muskegon Daily and Weekly Chronicle was established 
in 1857, and is now in its twenty-fourth year, and is the oldest 
paper in the county. Tlte Daily Chronicle is now in its second 
year, and has been from the beginning a vigorous newspaper. Both 
j)apers are Eepublican in politics. The Hon. W. M. Harford, for- 
merly pubhsher of the Fremont, Ohio, Journal and of the Parents'' 
and Teachers'' Monthly, purchased the office about February, 1878, 
and in 1881 it was purchased by the enterprising firm of McKay & 
Dana. 

In December, 1877, The Muskegon Chronicle, then owned and 
edited by Mr. 0. B. Curtis, was the only Eepublican paper in Mus- 
kegon. Another paper seemed to be needed to fuUy represent the 
party, and at that time Mr. E. E. Johnson estabhshed the Journal. 
Mr. Johnson continued its sole proprietor until January 1st, 1879, 
when James G. Campbell, an attorney of the Muskegon bar, bought 
a half interest in the office and assumed editorial control, and from 
thence until April, 1880, the office was owned and controlled by 
these gentlemen, operating under the firm name of Johnson & 
Campbell. At the time last mentioned Mr. Campbell purchased the 
interest of Mr. Johnson and assumed the whole control. In Jan- 
uary, 1881, Mr. Campbell disposed of the paper to the publishers of 
the Chronicle. 

The following is a Hst of newspapers formerly published in 
Muskegon City, which have, from one cause or another, ceased to 
exist : 

Journal, by Cowan & Hadder; Vindicator, by J. H, Maze; 
Rejjorter, by Fred. L. Lee & Co.; Telegraph, by A. G. Blood; 
Democrat, by A. White & Co.; Enterprise (daily and weekly), by 
S. E. & I. E. Sanford & Co. ; Gazette (h Bulletin, by Levi Beards- 
ley; Lakeside Weekly, by Judson & Co.; The Lumberman, by Wait 
& Judson; Lakeside Register, by C. S. Hilbourn; Daily Times, 
by Alfred Perrin ; Sentinel, by A. B. Wood & Co. ; Journal, (daily and 
weekly) by James G. Campbell. 

In 1873 there were published in Muskegon City The Chronicle, 
News and Reporter, Gazette & Rulletin, and Michigan Lumherman, 
all weeklies. The only other newspaper in the county was The 
Whitehall J^orum. 

The first newspaper in Whitehall was founded in 1870 by 
Benjamin Frank, now of California, who ran it for about a year, 



when he sold out to Eev. J. G. Schgefer, now in New York State, 
but although a man of ability, Sch^efer had not the tact to get 
along quietly with his readers, he was glad to dispose of his interest 
to Mr. Nearpass, whose course and temperament are conciliatory. 
llie l^orum is a quarto sheet of five columns, which was the form 
adopted by Sch^Bfer for the seven -column folio of Frank. It is 
Eepublican in politics, and has a steady circulation. Office over 
Linderman's block. 

C. P. Nearpass, editor and proprietor of The Whitehall I^orum, 
was born at Concord, Mich., Aug. 21, 1841, and came to Whitehall 
Dec. 20, 1872; learned his trade in The Marshall Statesman office, 
where he remained five years; thence to Hastings as foreman of 
Journal jobbing. Two years after he went to Kalamazoo as press- 
man on the Gazette, and thence to llie Decatur Repuljlican, after 
which he moved to Whitehall. 

There have been four news23apers published in Montague, of 
which Tlie Lumherman is the only survivor. The first was The 
Syndicate, by John G. Lee, now of Grand Haven, issued in Decem- 
ber, 1871, and closed out in the fire of Feb. 21, 1873. Tlie Lum- 
berman was next pubhshed by H. C. Sholes & Co., Nov. 29, 1873. 
The Vedette was issued Sept. 12, 1874, and lasted but a short time 
as a campaign sheet. The same year The Lnvestigator appeared. 
Tlie Lumberman is still vigorous and spicy under the management 
of Mr. Frank Braoelin, who also practices law, and has been for 
several years Supervisor of the town of Montague. 

Henry C. Sholes, now deceased, and formerly of Kenosha, Wis., 
started the Lumberman, which came into possession of the Lumber- 
man Company in 1870, of which I. M. Weston was the manager, 
and Otis Caldwell, editor. Mr. Frank Bracehn, of Muskegon, pur- 
chased it in May, 1878, and has since issued the paper. It is Dem- 
ocratic in politics, and has a bona-fide circulation of over 600. 

A sheet called the Lnvestigator was started in 1874-5 by Mr. 
Vangiesen, lasting about seven or eight months. It was a rather 
scurrilous sheet. 

In 1876 a sprightly paper called the Vedette, ran for three 
months as a campaign Democratic sheet, edited by Eobert Nelson, 
now deceased, and a journalist of considerable ability. He was 
brother-in-law of G. E. Dowling. 

The Lumbernvm, in the hands of Mr, Bracelin, is manged with 
ability, and has plenty of vim and backbone. 

JONATHAN WALKER. 

• The name of Jonathan Walker has now taken its place in his- 
tory, and as the latter years of his hfe were spent in the vicinity of 
Muskegon, his history is pari; of the history of the county, therefore 
we give in this book a sketch of his life. He was born on a farm 
in Harwich, Mass., March 22, 1799, where he lived with his parents 
until 1816, when he became a sailor boy. All went well with him 
for about two years, at which time he became very sick, while on a 
voyage in the Indian Ocean, and for some unaccountable reason, 
was landed and left in a bamboo hut, without friends or those with 
him who understood his language. After regaining his health he 
resumed and continued his sailor life until 1835, with an occasional 
interruption, when on shore employed in a shipping yard. At the 
latter date, having become acquainted with Benjamin Lundy, he 
went with him to Mexico for the purpose of assisting in the col- 
onization of those who had escaped from American slavery. 

About two years afterward, while engaged near the Mexican 
coast, their small vessel accidentally ran aground, and being discov- 
ered, they were shot at and robbed of everything, including the ves- 
sel. He afterward built another small vessel and engaged in the 
coasting trade along the shore of Alabama and Florida, at the same 
time assisting those of the slaves in obtaining their freedom who 
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might chance to come on board. While making a voyage from 
Florida to the Bahama Islands, in 1844, Avith a nimiber of such 
persons on hoard, he was overtaken, captured and taken hack to 
Florida and put into jail. He was afterward tried and convicted of 
slave stealing, was sentenced to be placed in the pillory, to be 
branded S. S. in the right hand with a hot iron, and to pay a fine 
of |600 and cost of prosecution. Every portion of the sentence 
was carried into execution, including his detention in a miserable 
jail for about one year in solitary confinement. 

This cruel treatment of Mr. Walker was the occasion of Whit- 
tier's immortal poem, "The Branded Hand." Having regained his 
freedom Mr. Walker spent most of his time during the five succeed- 
ing years in lecturing on the subject of Slavery, and although he 
left the field as a lecturer at this time, his interest in the cause he 
espoused so early in life and for which he spent his best energies, 
did not diminish in the least until American slavery ceased to exist. 

In 1863 he purchased a few acres of land at Lake Harbor, 
Muskegon County, Michigan, upon which he soon after settled, and 
engaged in the cultivation of small fruits. Here he continued to 
reside, and although affable and intelligent, was a quiet and unob- 
trusive old gentleman, beloved and respected by all those who en- 
joyed the good fortune to form his acquaintance. His health con- 
tinued good until the autumn of 1877, after which he gradually de- 
chned, the best medical skiU seemed to be of no avail, and on the 
30th of April, 1878, he quietly and peacefully died at the ripe old 
age of 79 years. 

The monument shown in our illustration was erected in the 
Muskegon cemetery, in 1878, to the memory of Capt. Walker. 
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JONATHAN WALKER. 

It is 10 feet high above the foundation, and stands on a base 
which is sunk to a depth of 5| feet in the ground, and stands 5 
inches above the surface, making the total height of the monument 
above the surface, 10 feet and 5 inches. The base is 3 feet square. 
The material of which it is composed is HoUowell granite, from 
Maine, and it was donated by the Eev. Photius Fisk, of Boston, 
who also paid the transportation to this county. It has the follow- 
ing inscription on the south face : 

This Monument is erected 

To the Memory of 

Capt. Jonathan Walker, 

by his anti- slavery friend, 

Photius Fisk, 

Chaplain of the 

United States Navy. 




THE WALKEK MONUMENT. 

On the eastern face of the shaft is the following : 
WALKEE'S BRANDED HAND. 

On the upper base, same side, is the following : 

Jonathan Walker, 

Born in Harwich, Mass., 

March 22, 1799; 

Died in Lake Harbor, Muskegon 

Co., Mich., April 30, 1878. 

On the north side is the following quotation from Whittier's 



poem: 



" Then lift that manly right hand 

Bold ploughman of the wave, 
Its branded palm shall prophesy 

Salvation to the slave. 
Hold up its flre wrought language. 

That whoso reads may feel 
His heart swell strong within him 

His sinews changed to steel." 



STATISTICAL. 

Michigan, which was a territory from 1810 to 1837, and since 
then a State, had in 1810 but 4,7C2 inhabitants, and was then the 
twenty-fourth in rank as to population of the States and Territories 
of the United States. In 1820 it had fallen to the twenty- seventh 
in rank, but it afterwards steadily rose to the ninth in 1880, with 
1,626,325, being 12,000 below Kentucky, which is eighth. 

The population of Muskegon County in 1860 was c3,947; in 
1870,14,894; in 1880, 26,568. 

1864. 

According to the State census of 1864 the population of Mus- 
kegon was as follows: Casnovia, 667; Cedar Creek, 166; Dalton, 
674; Egelston, 153; Moorland, 126; Muskegon, 2,712; Norton 
229; Oceana, 111; Eavenna, 429; White Eiver, 543. Total 5,810. 



V 



M 



_ /3. ^^ 



40 



HISTOEY OF MUSKEGON COUNTY. 



The total number of acres of taxable land was 113,308; num- 
ber of acres of improved, 8,761; number of acres sowed with wheat, 
1.160. 

The number of saw mills returned were 23 steam, and 9 water- 
power, which produced 86,600.000 feet of lumber. There were no 
returns from Cedar Creek, Egelston, Moorland and Eavenna, and 
of this amount Muskegon sawed 66,300,000 feet. The number of 
persons employed was 571, and the amount of capital invested 
1508,350. 

The number of bushels of produce raised the preceding year 
was: Corn, 18,423; wheat, 16,678; other kinds of grain, 10,077. 
Potatoes, 20,862; tons of hay, 2,837; pounds of wool sheared, 
2,175; pounds of pork marketed, 27,200; pounds of butter, 53,695; 
pounds of cheese, 1,400; pounds of sugar, 39,564. Of livestock 
there were 490 horses ; 867 neat cattle other than oxen or cows ; 
587 work oxen; 932 milch cows; ,969 sheep; 894 swine and 12 
mules. 

The manufactories were: Flouring mills, 3, all run by water; 
2 breweries, both in Muskegon; no oil mills or distileries, and 
no mines worked. There were also six steam and two water-power 
manufactories of other kinds. There were 316 dwelling houses. 

MUSKEGON COUNTY 1870. 

The total population of Muskegon County was in 1870 14,894. 
There were 526 farms of an aggregate value of f 1,342,703. The 
population by townships was as folRws: Blue Lake, 381; Casno- 
via, 1,093; Cedar Creek, 660; Dalton 401; Egelston, 223; Fruit- 
land, 228; Laketon, 1,039; LoveU, 167; Moorland, 104; Muske- 
gon, 401; Muskegon City, 6,001. Total, 14,892. Of these there 
were native born 5,067 males and 4,377 females; foreign born, 
3,335 males and 2,113 females. There were 25 blacks and 15 mu- 
latto. 

There were 1,425 voters owning property, and 1419 voters 

witliout property. Total, 2,844. 

The total number of acres of improved land in farms were 
16,745; woodland, 59,684, other unimproved, 537. Cash value, 
f 1,342, 703. Value of farming implements, $16,580. The estima- 
ted value of all farm products during the preceding year was f 306,- 
223; forest products, f 34, 578; home manufactures, f>l,835; maple 
sugar, 117,386. 

The live stock on farms was estimated at 767 horses, 21 mules 
and asses, 977 milch cows, 365 working oxen, 911 other cattle, 
2,454 sheep and 1,566 swine, and the total value of all live stock 
was estimated at f 185,275. 

The products during the year ending on the 1st of June, 1870, 
were animals slaughtered, f 35,365; wool, 5,446 lbs.; butter, 54,771 
lbs; cheese, nil; milk sold, 92 gals.; orchard products, f9,348; 
wine, 100 gals.; market garden products, $11,151. 

The farm products for the same year are estimated as follows : 
Whaat, spring, 26 bush.; wheat, winter, 27,508 bush.; rye, 5,744 
bush.; Indian corn, 27,264 bush.; oats, 24,516 bush.; barley, 439 
bush.; buckwheat, 4,391 bush.; tobacco, 20 lbs,; peas and beans, 
1,186 bush.; potatoes, 71,165 bush.; hay, 4.629 tons. 

In 1870 there were 65 lumber, lath and shingle mills, 52 steam, 
12 water, and in one the power not specified, These paid wages to 
the amount of $746,814, and the capital invested was $2,229,300. 
The total products were: lumber, 334,090,000 feet; lath, 92,440,000 
pieces; shingles, 39,100 thousands. The total value of products 
was estimated at $4,168,790. 

The manufactories of flour, meal and feed were 2 steam and 3 
water mills, Avith a total of 9 run of stones. These ground 52,520 
bushels of wheat and 20,600 bushels of other grain. The capital 
invested was $68,000. They produced 10,350 barrels of flour, and 
2,975,000 lbs. of meal and feed, the total value being $126,555. 



There were five foundries and machine shops, with an invested 
capital of $49,000, the total value of products being $82,680. 

There was one tannery producing $22,250 worth. 

The total number of manufacturing establishments was 144, 
the capital invested being $2,525,500, and the total products being 
valued at $4,762,687. 

The religious denominations of the people were represented by 
twenty- seven organizations, with eleven edifices with a seating 
capacity of 4,100, the church property being valued at $39,200. 

There were 64 public schools of all grades, with 46 male and 64 
female teachers, and 1,020 male and 1,070 female pupils. The 
total income amounted to $23,184. There were four weekly news- 
papers published, viz: 71ie Mushegon Chronicle y The Muskegon 
Enterprise^ The Neios and Iteporter and The Whitehall Fomim. 

The total value of real and personal property is given as 
$6,971,774. The total debt of the county and minor municipalities 
was $35,100. 

It cost the county $3,465 to support 204 paupers, of whom 24 
were native and 180 foreign. This included temporary support. 
The number of paupers June 1st, 1870, was 10 native and 28 for- 
eign. 

There were 51 persons convicted during the preceding year, 
mostly for petty offences, of whom 18 were confined in prison on 
June 1st. 

STx\TE CENSUS OF 1874. 

The population of the County of Muskegon, according to the 
State census of 1874 was 19,375, of whom 10,761 were males and 
8,614 females. The population of the townships was as follows: 

Blue Lake 297, Casnovia 1,529, Cedar Creek 291, Dalton 425, 
Egelston 317, Fruitland 208, Fruitport 378, Holton 620, Laketon 
1,332, Montague 1,360, Moorland 213, Muskegon 545, Muskegon 
City 8,505, Norton 392, Eavenna 934, WhitehaU 1,323, White Eiver 
706. 

The total amount of taxable land in 1874 was 270,157.01 acres, 
and of improved land 26,174 acres. The total number of farms 
was 839, containing altogether 77,400 acres, or, on an average, 
82.25 acres each. Of this there were devoted to wheat, in 1863, 
2,320 acres, and to corn, 2,123 acres. The farm products for 1863 
were as follows : 

Wheat, 30,355 bushels; corn, 49,546 bushels; all other grain, 
58,358 bushels; potatoes, 43,591 bushels; hay, 7,718 tons; wool, 
9,438 pounds; pork, marketed, 46,575 pounds; cheese, 150 pounds; 
butter, 115,927 pounds; maple sugar in 1871, 46,724 pounds. 

ORCHARDS, &C. 

The land devoted to fruit and garden vegetables was as follows, 
rejectmg fractions: 

Apple, peach, pear, plum and cherry orchards, 1,979 acres; 
vineyards, 50 acres; raspberry bushes, 64 acres; strawberries, 130 
acres; currants and gooseberries, 24 acres; melons and garden veg- 
etables, 174 acres. 

The quantity of fruit and garden vegetables raised in 1873 was 
as follows: 

Apx^les, 9,519 bushels; peaches, 260 bushels; pears, 85 bushels; 
plums, 46 bushels; cherries, 107 bushels; grapes, 1,902 cwt. ; 
strawberries, 1,941 bushels; currants and gooseberries, 206 bushels; 
melons and garden vegetables, 5,049 bushels. 

The total v^alue of all such fruit and garden vegetables was es- 
timated at $27,629. 

The live stock of the county consisted of the following: 1,862 
horses; 67 mules; 446 working oxen; 1,946 milch cows; 1,507 
neat cattle other than oxen and cows; 1,875 swine and 2,706 
sheep. 
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There were five flouring mills, two steam and three water power, 
with ten runs of stones. The capital invested was $80,000, and 
they made 54,100 barrels, valued at $408,000. 

There were 68 saw mills, 58 operated by steam and ten by 
water, with an invested capital of $4,742,200. These sawed 438,- 
448,111 feet of lumber, valued at $5,540,976. There were also 11 
shingle mills, which manufactured $169,700 worth of shingles. 

The aggregate number of manufacturing establishments, in- 
cluding those already mentioned, was 125, of which 78 were oper- 
ated by steam and 17 by water. The capital invested in manufac- 
turing was $5,366,300, and the i^nnual products ware valued at 
$6,721,676. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS OF MUSKEGON COUNTY, CENSUS OF 1880. 

Barley, 246 acres, 4,780 bushels; buckwheat, 300 acres, 2,659 
bushels; Indian corn, 4,082 acres, 141,871 bushels; Oats, 2,448 
acres, 65,026 bushels; rye, 460 acres, 5,170 bushels; wheat, 6,905 
acres, 117,089 bushels 

Much attention is devoted in this county to the culture of the 
small fruits. Between June 1, 1881, and Sept. 1, 1881, the sum of 
$23,333.88 was paid by one of the banks of Muskegon, in the inter- 
ests of Chicago dealers, to the farmers of this county for berries, 
principally strawberries. 

The population of Muskegon, by the United States census of 
1880, was as follows: 
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In the County of Muskegon there are only 11 Indians and half- 
breeds, and one Chinaman. In Ottawa there are 85 Indians and 
one Japanese. Total in Michigan only 7,296 Indians, 27 Chinese 
and one Japanese. In Muskegon there are 14,786 males and 11,800 
females, 17,391 natives, 9,195 foreigners, and 102 colored. 

MUSKEGON COUNTY SUMMARY. 
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In 1881 there were engaged in Muskegon County in the retail- 
ing of spirituous or fermented Hquors seventy-one persons, and three 
in wholesale or manufacturing. Of these forty-nine were in Mus- 
kegon, eleven in Whitehall, eight in Montague, two each in Holton 
and White Eiver, and one each in Muskegon Township and Fruit- 
port. The revenue collected was |12,889.99; the tax from retailers 
heing $200. 

The Muskegon names were: Charles Dunn, Charles W. Heath 
& Co., Helen Scott, M. Cohn & Bro., Wm. Eeinecke, Wm. Kotel- 
man, Joseph H. Pero, Thos. Stevens, Narzis Steiner, F. lOanken, 
M. Hamen, George C. Schahert, Fred Witt, Nick Smitlr, Mrs. L. 
A. Johnson, Joseph Schohert, George Fraras, Peter Foegan, Henry 
Leiders, Wm. LaPlant, J. R. Bennett & Co., Henry VanBampus 
George Schwegler, Wm. Bodendoerfer, Edward Campbell, Adolph 
Peltier, P. 0. Holstrom, Anton Westonmeyer, Peter Damm, Sul- 
livan & Vincent, Briggs & Briggs, Henry Dorays, John Peterson, 
Margaret S. Sibley, Herman Vos, Peter Call, Wm. Walters, Nich- 
olas Meisen, Herbert F. Young, August Peters, John Wilhams, 
Muskegon Brewing Co., S. C. Chumard, Frank Barnhardt, John 
Nystrom, Charles Duvel, Henry Lonsdale. 

The Montague names were: L. G. Ripley, Ohrenberger & Co., 
Lucius D. Smith, Henry Warwick, WiUiam Kison, S. D. Shattuck 
& Co., S. M. Fowler & Co. 

In Whitehall there were: James Fox, Thomas Larson, Wm. 
H. Baker, EH M. Ruggles, Andrew Nelson, Harm M. Bjornstad, 
Max Bragenheim, Christ Lahman, Harvey Harwood, Silas Fisher 
Hans Christy. 

Village of Holton: Wm. Badeaux and Charles Tyson. 

Muskegon Township: James A. Robinson. 

Fruitport: George Pelton. 

White River: Chris Weber and Wm. F. Bruce. 

PRESIDENTIAL VOTE. 

The first presidential vote cast by Muskegon, in 1860, shows, 
for Lincoln, 502; Douglas, 241. In 1864 Lincoln, 654; McClellan, 
866. In 1868 Grant, 1,438; Seymour, 780. In 1872 Grant, 1,772; 
Greeley, 686. In 1876 Hayes, 2,255; Tilden, 1,511; Cooper, 168. 
In 1880 Garfield, 2,807; Hancock, 1,608; Weaver, 858. 

LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL. 

At the session of Supervisors October, 1881, as Muskegon was 
entitled to two representatives in the State Legislature, it was ar- 
ranged that the city of Muskegon and the town of Lakeside should 
be one division, and the rest of the county the other. Each con- 
tains about 18,000 inhabitants. 

The new representative districts of Muskegon are, therefore : 1st, 
Town of Lakeside and city of Muskegon. Population, 12,964. 2d, 
AU the rest of the county. Population, 18,662, 

Muskegon County was situated in the 5th Congressional District, 
along with Ottawa, Allegan, Kent and Ionia counties. 

In 1882, under the re -apportionment, Muskegon was set ofl:' to 
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the Ninth District, containing Oceana, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola, 
Lake, Mason, Manistee, Wexford, Kalkaska, Antrim, Charlevoix 
and Missaukee, whose population is over 125,000. 

Muskegon is in the 14th Judicial District, consisting of Muske- 
gon, Oceana, Newaygo and Mecosta counties. Judge Eussell, of 
Hart, presiding. 

Ottawa and Allegan form the 20fch Judicial District. Judge 
Arnold, of Allegan, presiding. 

INCOEPORATED CITIES AND VILLAGES. 

The cities in Ottawa County are. Grand Haven and Holland ; 
in Muskegon County, Muskegon City. The villages in Ottawa are, 
Cooperville, Spring Lake aud Zedand ;- in Muskegon County are, 
Bluifton, Fruitport, Casnovia and Whitehall. 

STATE TAXES AND VALUATION. 

In 1876 Muskegon County real estate was valued at $2,639,- 
846; personal estate, |772,399,000; total State taxes in 1880, $5,- 
110. 

Ottawa County was equalized by the State Board in 1876 at 
17,500,000; State taxes 1880, |9,581; and the county was in- 
debted to the State $41,319. 

STATE LANDS. 

On Jan. 1st, 1881, in Muskegon County, there were of swamp 
lands belonging to the State, 435 acres; of school lands, 5,446. In 
Ottawa County there were 1,293 acres of school lands, and 67 of uni- 
versity lands. 

PROPEKTY — 1881 

Acres of land assessed, 279,236.29 Assessors' valuation, $3,- 
586,559. County Board Equalization, $3,320,102.25. State Board 
Equalization, $6,500,000. 

STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 

Muskegon county' s~share of the State tax is $9,170.10; the tax 
for county purposes is, $27,000. The apportionment is as follows: 



Blue Lake $ 219.41 

Casnovia 1,964.98 

Cedar Creek 420.32 

Dalton 439.25 

Egelston 446.46 

Fruitport 1,071.84 

Fruitland 732.41 

Holton 651.95 

Lakeside 2,857.01 

Laketon 1,918.44 

Montague 2,151.62 



Moorland $ 515.38 

Muskegon 1.073 83 

Norton 724.91 

Ravenna 1 ,544,74 

Whitehall 2.371.15 

WhiteRiver 513.33 

Muskegon 1st ward 2,803.71 

Muskegon 2d ward 6.734.85 

Muskegon 3d ward 4,256.36 

Muskegon 4th^ard 3,674.54 



PURPOSES OF STATE TAX. 



University purposes $ 325.00 

University gen'l expenses — 597.84 
Normal school current ex- 
penses 156.48 

Normal Sch'l— training seh'l. 200.62 
Agricultural College— gener- 
al expenses 400.99 

Agricultural College— experi- 
ments with Ensilage 8.03 

State public school 334 23 

Michigan School for Blind. . . 148.46 

Deaf and Dumb Institute.... 333.83 

Reform School for Boys 284.88 

State Reform School building 



and special $ 

Reform School for Girls 

House of Correction 

Asylum for Insane 

Work on Capitol 

Michigan Building 

New Building 

Repairing south steps at Cap- 

tol 

Board of Fish Commissioners 

Board of Health 

Militfiry purposes 

General 3 , 



134,41 
790.83 
3L04 
650.00 
120.37 
424.51 
401.23 

40.12 

6 4.20 

16 05 

469.59 

,247.39 



PURPOSES OF COUNTY TAX. 

Contingent Fund $21,000 I Insane Asylum Fund 2,000 

Poor Fund = 4.000 \ 

THE COUNTY TREASURY. - 

Receipts and expenditures of Muskegon^county for the year 
ending Dec. 31, 1881, as copied from the County Treasurer's annual 
exhibits. 



RECEIPTS. 

On Account of : 

Bills receivable $ 750.00 

Interest 39.01 

Library fund 649.04 

Primary school fund 8,527.70 

Collections and offio»e charges 390.60 

Teachers' Institute fund 55.00 

State of Mich, for taxes, redemptions, interest and charges.. 7,350.33 

For sales State list 128.35 

For sales adv. list 1,235.36 

From Auditor-General on settlement 4,311.90 

Received on Account of : 

Circuit Court fund 208.00 

Sundry townships and city of Muf^kegon in liquor taxes and 

on account of State and county taxes of 1880 27,933.53 

Drain taxes. Moorland township 31.63 

Poor fund 29.75 

Bal. cashonhand Dec. 31, 1830, as per statement of that date. 20,291.47 

Total $71,931.67 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid on Account of : 

Poor fund $ 4.012.29 

Teachers' Institute fund 44.50 

Insane Asylum fund 2,030.32 

Library fund 331.17 

Primary School fund 8.527.70 

Sundry township and city, for liquor, delinquent and reject- 
ed taxes 15,182.40 

Stateof Michigan 7,012,36 

Contingent Account as follows : 

County bonds 5,000.00 

Interest on bonds 250,00 

County orders 14,630 09 

County Couet Expenses as follows : 

Jury orders 2,425 80 

Witness orders 763.50 

Stenographer 337.80 

Special Counsel 115.00 

Court Office rs 372.90 

Sundry expenses 20.00 

Township Treasurers for returning delinquent taxes 191.04 

Tax certificates surrendered and cancelled 25.03 

Supervisors for making returns of births and deaths 9330 

Detroit House of Correction 265.97 

Sheriff on account of bills 335.00 

John Tait, County Clerk, salary 800.00 

EdwardH. Wylie, Probate 900.00 

R. S. Thomson, Treasurer i ,200.00 

Nelson DeLo ng. Prosecuting Attorney 750.00 

Expenses, fuel, gas, freight, etc 707.01 

Total $66,373.27 

Total receipts 71,93167 

Total disbursements 66,373.27 

Balance cash in treg,sury 5,558.40 

MARKIAGES AND DIVOECES. 

In 1881 there were 358 marriages in Muskegon county. 
Twenty-two divorces were granted, and forty-one suits for divorce 
brought. 

PEISONEKS TEANSPOKTED. 

During 1881 Sheriff Waters took 42 persons to State penal in- 
stitutions, viz., 6 to Jackson, 23 to Ionia, 9 to Detroit, 2 to Lansing 
and 2 to Kalamazoo. The crimes were: 17 larceny; 1 burglary; 
8 assault and battery ; 1 manslaughter ; 1 rape ; 2 arson ; 1 assault 
with intent to kill ; 1 keeping house of ill-fame ; 4 tippling ; 1 se- 
duction; 3 vagrancy; 1 assault to maim; 1 insanity. 



OFFICIALS OF 1881-82. 



MICmOAN SENATOES. 

T. W. Ferry; 0. D. Conger. ' 

EEPEESENTATIVE FEOM FIFTH MICHIGAN DISTEICT. 

George W. vVebber. 
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SENATOR OP THE TWENTY- SIXTH DISTRICT. 

George A. Farr, Grand Haven. 

REPRESENTATIVE OF MUSKEGON COUNTY. 

Wm. M. Harford, Muskegon. 

COUNTY OFFICIALS. 

Sheriff — Thomas J. Waters. 

Clerk— John Tait. 

Probate Judge— Edward H. Wyhe, (died April 1882.) 

Eegister of Deeds — Edwin S. Latimer. 

Prosecuting Attorney — Nelson DeLong. 

Treasurer — E. S. Thomson. 

Circuit Court Commissioners — H. L. Delano, L. Ashman. 

Coroners — John D. Vanderwerp, Geo. J. Moog. 

Circuit Judge — Fred G. Eussell. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 1881. 

Blue Lake, Francis Hiscutt; Casnovia, George Bolt; Cedar 
Creek, Seth Evans; Dalton, Chas. L. Buzzell; Egelston, Wm. 
Carr; Fruitland, John F. Culver; Fruitport, John C. Abbott; Hel- 
ton, Eufus W. Skeels; Lakeside, John W. Moon; Laketon, Dan. J. 
Gates; Montague, Frank Bracelin; Moorland, Eobert Eobinson; 
Muskegon, John Hall; Norton, James Porter; Eavenna, Chas. P. 
Eeed, Whitehall, John C. Lewis; White Elver, Wm. A. Eowe; Mus- 
kegon — 1st Ward, Nehus Holthe; 2d Ward, Frank Alberts; 3d 
Ward, David D. Erwin ; 4th Ward, Dennis Eiordan. 

The Supervisors for 1882 are: First Ward, Henry Schroe- 
der; Second Ward, John B. Smalley; Third Ward, John Eyan; 
Fourth Ward, Dennis Dowling; Norton, James Porter; Muskegon, 
John Hall; Whitehall, John G. Gee; Montague, Frank Brace- 
lin; Eavenna, Ed. Thatcher; Laketon, Chas. Storrs; Dalton, Chas. 
Buzzell; Lakeside, P. P. Mizner; Egelston, Wm. Carr; Moorland, 
Eobt. Eobinson^ White Eiver, Wm. A. Eowe; Fruitport, Frank 
L. Hough; Fruitland, J. F. Culver; ' Cedar Creek, Seth Evans; 
Casnovia, George Bolt. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

Blue Lake — David J. Kendall, Benj. F. Aldrich, Samuel P. 
Utter, Levi B. Wightman, James W. Sherwood. 

Casnovia — George A. MUes, Lewis Armstrong, James J. Walk- 
er, George Eobson. 

Cedar Creek — Eice Jones, Seth Evans, Aaron E. Sevrey. 

Dalton — Benj. F. Dow, James Armstrong, George H. Buzzell, 
John W. Eeside. 

Egelston — Wm. Carr, Frederick Delano. 

I^ruitland — 0. E. Gordon, Samuel Wooldridge, Ezra Stearns. 

Fruitport — Horatio H. Hendryx, S. K. White, Warren I. 
Barnes, John H. Snyder, Harrison Scott. 

Ilolton—ChsiS. N. Mills, Eugene B. Colter, Henry A. O'Connor, 
Ole C. Olson, John G. Easey. 

Lakeside — Edward Miner, S. C. Moon, James 0. AUeut 

Laketon — George Hubbard, Wm. Wells, Isaac T. Black. 

Montague — George M. Duram, Henry M. Bigelow, John W. 
Schwitzer, Gerhart Luhnes. 

Moorland — George M. Goodrich, Wheeler Hancock, Samuel 
Beckwith. 

Muskegon — Horace D. Hazen, John Hall, George Arms, Ern- 
est D. Wilson, Frank Young. 

Muskegon City — Wm. McLaughlin, J. E. Jamison, Levi 
Beardsley, Wm. L. Eyan. 

N'orth Muskegon — Chas. F. Malloch. 

Norton — John Cotter, Wm. L. Bartholomew, Peter Benneway, 
Mark Eousell. 



Havenna— John Laubach, Wm. E. Carroll, James M. Duel, 
Sanford J. Ackeiman, Miles M. Bradford. 

Whitehall— Cheiiles 0. Jeffords, Louis Bratz, Ed. D. Thomson, 
Benj. Eeed. 

White Biver — Hawley Chase, Edwin Grow. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 1881. 

Blue Za^e— Supervisor, Francis Hiscutt; Clerk, Philip J. 
Martin; Treasurer, Steven A. Aldrich; School Inspector, Tyler B. 
Smith, School Supt., Orson W. Kimball. 

Casnovia— ^w^QiVimn, George Bolt; Clerk, Hermas Gilbert; 
Treasurer, Orin Whitney; School Inspector, M. J. Bonner; School 
Supt., G. L. Eogers. 

Cedar CVee/c— Supervisor, Seth Evans; Clerk, Warren F. 
Odion; Treasurer, Antone Schmitt; School Inspector, Wm. H. 
Crocker; School Supt., Chauncey Hovey. 

Dalton — Supeivisor, Chas. L. Buzzell; Clerk, Henry Lyman; 
Treasurer, Asahel Fowler; School Inspector, Ephraim Livermore; 
School Supt., Samuel G. Moore. 

Egelston— ^w^eiYL^ox, Wm. Carr; Clerk, Alanson Eice; Treas- 
urer, John Littell; School Inspector, James Parkhurst; School 
Supt., Aaron Eakright. 

Lruitland — Supervisor, John F. Culver; Clerk, Henry E. Neu- 
lun; Treasurer, Ezra Stearns; School Inspector, Chas. E. Califf; 
School Supt,, James A. McMillen. 

i^rm^^or«5— Supervisor, John C. Abbott; Clerk, Charles H. 
Converse; Treasurer, Joseph C. Ford; School Inspector, Warren 
Barnes; School Supt., Seneca M. Burgess. 

^oZtoTi— Supervisor, Eufus W. Skeels; Clerk, Newman E. 
Dryer; Treasurer, Herbert N. Thompson; School Inspector, James 
A. Lockwood; School Supt., John G. Easy. 

Lakeside — Supervisor, John W. Moon; Clerk, Albert N. Fowler; 
Treasurer, Eeuben G. Duel; School Inspector, Henry McEviUie; 
School Supt., John C. McGlue. 

Za^eto^— Supervisor, Dan. J, Gates; Clerk, Geo. ^Hubbard; 
Treasurer, Geo. D. Farr; School Inspector, Albert Waldron; School 
Supt., E. E, Cockbum. 

Jf6>?2to^?^e— Supervisor,' Frank Bracelin; Clerk, C. L. Streng; 
Treasurer, Charles S. Dodge; School Inspector, Lafayette G. Eipley; 
School Supt., E. J. L. Matthews. 

3Ioorland — Supervisor, Eobert Eobinson ; Clerk, Anson Bowen ; 
Treasurer, James Mills; School Supt., T. S. G. Bolt. 

Jil^sA;6^o7i— Supervisor, John Hall; Clerk, James A. Eobinson; 
Treasurer, George Jolman; School Inspector, Eugene F. Martin; 
School Supt., Joseph U. T. Musktzot. 

Norton — Supervisor, James Porter; Clerk, Edward S. Upton; 
Treasurer, Milo Eowe; School Inspector, Fred F. Bowles; School 
Supt., Frank Duro. 

i^ave>2ria— Supervisor, 0. F. Conkhn; Clerk, Harry J. Tibbets; 
Treasurer, Fred D. Hoogstraat; School Inspector, Thos. D. Smith; 
School Supt., John Lauback, Sr. 

Whitehall— ^w^QjiVi^ox, John C. Lewis ; Clerk, Eobert Stevens ; 
Treasurer, C. A. Hammond; School Inspector, William F. Nufer; 
School Supt., Charles W. Wooldridge. 

Wtiite Biver — Supervisor, Wm. A. Eose ; Clerk, Job B. Kin- 
nison; Treasurer, Christian Butzer; School Inspector, Gilman S. 
McAllister; School Supt., S. J. B. Watson. 

OFFICERS OF THE COURT. 

Judge, Hon. Fred. J. Eussell; Sheriff, Thomas J. Waters; Un- 
der Sheiiff, David W. Covell; Assistants, Patrick G. Gough, Thos. 
S. Hambhn; Clerk, John Tait; Prosecuting Attorney, Nelson De- 
Long; Circuit Court Commissioner, Horace L. Delano. 
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BAK OF THE COUNTY. 



Muskegon — Andrew B. Allen, (Campbell & Allen), Joab Baker, 
Levi Beardsley, E. E. Bunker, (McLaughlin, Delano & Bunker), 
Wm. Carpenter, James G. Campbell, C. J. Chaddock, F. W Cook, 
James H. Campbell, (Campbell & Allen), H. L.Delano, Nelson De- 
Long, D. D. Erwin, (Smith, Nims, Hoyt & Erwin), W. W. Fellows, 
Eugene Fellows, H. H. Holt, J. H. Hoyt, (Smith, Nims, Hoyt & 
Erwin), J. Emmet Jamison, L. N. Keating, K. J. McDonald, F. A. 
Nims, (Smith, Nims, Hoyt & Erwin), D. McLaughlin, (McLaugh- 
lin, Delano & Bunker), Edwin Potter, J. H. Standish, F. Smith, 
(Smith, Nims, Hoyt & Erwin), James Snow. 

Montague — F. Bracelin. 

WhitehaU— A. C. Elsworth, D. G. Scroggs. 

THE BOAKD OF EDUCATION, 

Li 1881-2 consists of Eev. E.' J. ^L. Matthews, of Montague, 
Chairman; Prof. N. L. Downie, of North Muskegon, Secretary, and 
Prof. S. M. Burgess, Principal of Fruitport village schools. Their 
sole functions are to examine teachers for certificates to teach, inspect 
schools and settle school disputes. There are two regular examina- 
tions, in March and October, and the members are elected for three 
years, although those just elected go out in one, two and three years, 
respectively, as the system of township superintendence was abol- 
ished only in July, 1881. 



SUPEEVISOE'S EECOEDS. 

1859. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. John Tait, Clerk, who has held 
the office of County Clerk since 1878, we have been permitted to 
glean the following particulars from the county records. 

The separation from Ottawa took place June 1, 1859. The first 
meeting of the Supervisors was held July 18, 1859. At that time 
there were but five townships: Muskegon, represented by E. W. 
Merrill; Norton, by Ira 0, Smith; Casnovia, by Nathan Whitney, 
who were all present at the first meeting ; and Eavenna and White 
Eiver, the representatives of which absented themselves. E. W 
Merrill was elected chairman. 

The township of Egelston, so named in honor of Adna Egel- 
ston, an early surveyor, was set apart from Muskegon, the first elec- 
tion being held at the house of William Sturdefant, one of the 
petitioners. 

Wheeler & Hujunin's Hall, Muskegon, was ordered to be the 
place of holding Circuit Court. 

On the next day Thomas Smith, Supervisor of Eavenna, put in 
an appearance. Chauncey Davis, E. W. Morris and E. P. Easton, 
all of Muskegon, were appointed a committee to report on the erec- 
tion of a jail. E. H. Wylie was appointed clerk. 

On the following October they again met, all present but the 
representatives of Oceana arfd Dalton, the Hon. I. E. Carleton and 
Capt. J. Dalton, who were opposed to the separation of the county 
from Ottawa. A resolution was carried instructing the prosecuting 
attorney to prosecute them for neglect of official duty. There was 
at this session, G. B. Eathbun, representative of White Eiver; 
Messrs. Carleton and Dalton were present but refused to answer to 
their names. The financial state of the county was as follows : the 
treasurer was found to have just $40, all told, in his hands. Some- 
times now he has in hands §100,000. It was then resolved to raise 
$300 for county purposes ; and to keep order, one pair of shackles 
and three pair of handcuffs were ordered. 

The proceedings were ordered to be printed in the Muskegon 
Reporter, 



1860. 

On Jan. 1, 1860, Moorland was set apart from Eavenna, the 
first meeting to be at Bliss' school-house. 

The salary of the County Clerk was made $100; treasurer, $30; 
prosecuting attorney, $150. 

On a settlement with Ottawa County there was found to be due 
by Muskegon County $1,380.69. 

The following is .the equalized valuation for 1859: Casnovia, 
$60,231; Muskegon, $371,039; Norton, 48,757; Eavenna, 67,035; 
White Eiver, 69,620; Dalton, not reported; Oceana, not reported 
TotaL $616,682. 

In October, 1860, there were present: White Eiver, N. H. Fer- 
ry; Oceana, I. E. Carleton; Dalton, P. Dalton; Muskegon, H. H. 
Holt; Egelston, A. Egelston; Eavenna, T. D. Smith; Moorland, 
G. H. Loomis; Casnovia, Nathan Whitney; Norton, supervisor not 
present. N. H. Ferry elected chaiiman. I. E. Carleton, seconded 
by P. Dalton, proposed that the Legislature be petitioned to attach 
White Eiver, Oceana and Dalton to Oceana County, and the rest of 
Muskegon County to be set back into Ottawa County. Loomis, of 
Maorland, asked to be excused from voting, and was allowed twen- 
ty-four hours for recording his vote. The motion was carried, only 
Messrs Holt and Egelston being opposed. 

$2,400 was ordered for county purposes, and Dalton' s motion 
to move the county seat was voted down. 

John B. Lemieux received a license to ferry at the mouth of 
Muskegon Lake for three years. A. A. Caine received a similar 
hcense for White Lake, and Ovid W. Caihff at the head of Muske- 
gon Lake. 

The equalized value of Muskegon County for 1860 was, Oceana, 
$46,813; Norton, $49,276; White Eiver, $68,487; Dalton, $69,- 
083; Casnovia, $66,563; Muskegon, $3i5,195; Egelston, $17,- 
882; Eavenna, $59,310; Moorland, $20,035. Total, $742,644. 

1861. 

Supervisors met January 22nd. Present: Dalton, P. Dalton; 
Egelston, A. Egelston; Muskegon, H. H. Holt; Norton, I. 0. 
Smith; Oceana, I. E. Carleton; Eavenna, T. D. Smith; White 
Eiver, N. H, Ferry. 

The bonds of the treasurer, J. D. Davis, were fixed at $8,000, 
E. W. Morris, C. T. -Hills and E. H. Wylie were his sureties. 

J. S. Kester, of Eavenna, and Jesse D. PuUman, of White 
Eiver, were appointed Superintendents of the Poor. 

The Reporter was ofiered 25 cents per square for publishing the 
proceedings. 

The Supervisors again met June 10th, as follows: Casnovia, 
N. Whitney; Cedar Creek, Norman Cunningham; Dalton, P. Dal- 
ton; Egelston, A, Egelston; Muskegon, S. K. Stevens; Moorland, 
A. Eeed; Norton, absent; Oceana, I. E. Carleton; Eavenna, T. D. 
Smith; White Eiver, J. H. Wheeler. I. E. Carleton elected chair- 
man. One new township. Cedar Creek, was represented, making 
ten in aU. 

In order^ to assist the families of volunteers, a committee was 
appointed to consult the principal capitalists of Muskegon village if 
money coald be loaned on the credit of the county, or if not, if pro- 
visions could be purchased at cash prices on orders bearing 10 per 
cent interest. The committee, S. H, Stevens, reported his mission 
a failure, and $150 in $10 bonds was issued for the purpose afore- 
said. 

The salary of Judge of Probate was fixed at $198 for 1861, 
and the Clerk's salary at $400. 

J. S. Burton was appointed County Superintendent of Poor, 
place of J. S. Kester, deceased. 

Equahzation for|1861 : Casnovia, $63,399; Cedar Creek, $25,- 



3- 



n>t^ 



HISTOEY OF MUSKEGON COUNTY. 



45 



212; Dalton, $43,748; Egelston, |18,485; Moorland, |22,704; 
Muskegon, f 459, 579; Norton, |59,560; Oceana, ,^52,964; Eaven- 
na, 162,233; White Eiver, $58,640. Total, |960,524. 

1862. 

In Januaiy, 1862, $800 being already voted for volunteer family 
relief, $200 was voted. 

A motion to take away the county seat from Muskegon was 
voted down by 6 to 4. 

L. G. Mason was licensed to run a steam ferry across Muske- 
gon Lake. The treasurer's bonds were raised to $15,000. Capt. 
T. J. Band is thanked for the free use of his office. 

In October the members present were: Casnovia, N. Whitney; 
Cedar Creek, N. Cunningham; Dalton, S. C. Hall; Egelston, A. 
Egelston; Muskegon, E. W. Merrill; Moorland, G. M. Goodrich; 
Norton, Eobert Cowley; Oceana, I. E. Carleton; Eavenna, Charles 
Neale; White Eiver, absent. E. W. Merrill, Chairman. 

Eqnahzation for 1862 Casnovia, $68,912; Cedar Creek, $24,- 
862; Dalton, $48,059; Egelston, $20,844; Moorland, $19,450; 
Muskegon, $405,938; Norton, $50,145; Oceana, $50,161; White 
Eiver, $62,280; Eavenna, $59,915. Total, $810,566. 

$6,000 as county tax, was ordered to be raised, of which $3,- 
500 was for the Volunteer Family Eelief Fund. 

1868. 

January session, Thomas J. Band, County Treasurer. The 
balance reported as due to Ottawa County is $497.83. 

In May the Board met at the Uiiiversalist Church, Muskegon. 
W. M. Ferry, of Grand Haven; T. L. Mbert and A. Eathbone, of 
Grand Haven, were appointed to fix the rate of toll of craft using 
the improvement of the Muskegon Harbor Company. 

Peter Hobler takes out the first license for ferry across White 
Lake. 

In October the Supervisors were the same as before except 
Daniel C. MiUs, from Moorland, and H. H. Holt, from Muskegon. 

T. D. Smith, Dr. Wheeler and H. H. Holt, appointed Superin- 
tendents of Poor. 

Equahzation in 1863: Casnovia, $71,850; Cedar Creeek, $25,- 
.200; Dalton, $59,137; Egelston, $21,085; Moorland, $22,018; 
Muskegon, $478,001; Norton, $53,941; Oceana, $41,451; Eavenna, 
$62,808; White Eiver, $51,826. Total, $881,017. 

$4,500 was ordered for Volunteer Family Eelief. 

1864. 

The only change of Supervisors is S. J. B. Watson, in place of 
Dr. Wheeler, for White Eiver, resigned. A. B. Miner is County 
Sheriff. 

On motion of Mr. Holt, bonds are issued at 10 per cent, to pay 
$200 bonus to each volunteer from the county. 

$500 was offered for lease of basement of Methodist E]3iscopal 
Church, Muskegon, for twenty years. The majority of the Board 
expressed the opinion that the viUage of Muskegon should provide a 
room free. 

In May there appears a change of Supervisors; G. E. Dowling, 
for White Eiver, and A. W. Smith, for Norton. 

A bridge across head of White Lake was authorized. A. L. 
Gates is permitted to keep a ferry across White Eiver, and C. Odell, 
across Muskegon Lake. 

In October the only changes of Supervisors are, S. B. Peck, for 
Muskegon, and F. Fowler for Norton. 

EQUALIZATION FOR 1864. 

Casnovia, $65,588; Cedar Creek, 25,908; Dalton, 78,864; 
Egelston, 21,589; Moorland, 20,565; Muskegon, 587,197; Norton, 



62,846; Oceana, 48,550; White Eiver, 60,854; Eavenna, 66,828; 
Total, $1,084,289. 

A motion was made to raise $10,000 for Volunteer Famihes' 
Eehef Fund. 

1865. 

Joseph Heald appears as Supervisor for Oceana. Treasurer's 
bonds raised to $45,000, and presented sureties to the amount of 
$65,000. 

In March the Supervisors appear to be: Casnovia, B. Whitney; 
Cedar Creek, N. Cunningham; Dalton, A. E. Kingsley; Egelston, 
A. Egelston; Norton, F. Fowler; Moorland, D. C. Mills; Muske- 
gon, S. B. Peck; Oceana. Jos. Heald; Eavenna, T. D. Smith ;* 
White Eiver, J. A. Wheeler; S. B. Peck, Chairman. 

$10,000 voted for Volunteer Bounty. Jos. Taylor, Superin- 
tendent of Poor, vice Holt resigned. 

In October Oceana and Dalton were consolidated and divided 
into three towns: Oceana, Blue Lake and Dalton; and Laketon 
was taken from Muskegon, Oceana being town 12 N, 17 W, and 
that part of 11 N, 17 W, north of White Eiver. The first meeting 
wrs held at the school house in the viUage of Mears. Blue Lake 
was town 12, N, range 16, W. First meeting was held at A. E. 
Kingsley's, Dalton. 

The Supervisors are now: Blue Lake, A. P. Ware; Casnovia, 
N. Whitney;^ Cedar Creek, N. Cunningham; Dalton, S. Freeman; 
Egelston, A. Egelston; Laketon, S. A. Brown; Moorland, D. C. 
Mills; Norton, F. Fowler; Oceana, Jas. G. Sturtevant; Eavenna, 
Thos. D. Smith; White Eiver, S. J. B. Watson; Muskegon, H. H. 
Holt; N. Whitney, Chairman; Jos. Taylor, I. E. Carleton and A. 
A. BuUock, Superintendents of Poor. 

EQUALIZATION FOE 1865. 

Blue Lake, $16,801; Casnovia, 78,820; Cedar Creek, 80,674; 
Dalton, 42,258; Egelston, 22,108; Laketon, 97,072; Muskegon, 
718,400; Moorland, 26,148; Norton, 71,858; Oceana, 102,490; Ea- 
venna, 80,100; White Eiver, 71,941. Total $1,858,155. 

$1,520 was voted for Volunteers' family relief , and $8,480 for 
Mihtary War bonds. County Treasurer's salary $900. 

1866. 

Wesley F. Wood, S. E. Sanford and others obtained permis- 
sion to bridge the upper part of Muskegon Lake. Judge of Probate's 
salary was fixed at $600; Clerk, $500; Prosecuting Attorney, 
$500. 

In June the Supervisors are : Blue Lake, A. P. Ware ; Casno- 
via, N. Whitney; Cedar Creek, N. Cunningham; Dalton, H. S. 
Tyler; Egelston, A. Egelston; Moorland, D. C. MiUs; Muskegon, 
A. V. Mann; Norton, F. Fowler; Oceana, C. C. Thompson: Ea- 
venna, S. J. Ackerman; White Eiver, John Welch; Laketon, John 
Euddiman. « 

EQUALIZATION FOR 1866. 

Blue Lake, $18,218; Casnovia, 74,875; Cedar Creek, 26,480; 
Dalton, 45,415; Egelston, 22,166; Laketon, 140,259; Moorland, 
28,150; Norton, 79,505; Muskegon, 889,565; Oceana, 151,755; 
Eavenna, 80,645; White Eiver, 62,648. Total $1,628,681. 

Holt's HaU is secured for Court room at $100 a year, to in- 
clude fuel and lights. 

At the October session $14,000 was voted for contingencies, 
$10 for Poor fund, 8,907 as a County War Bond fund. 

1867. 

Andrew Bradford appears at the January session as Supervisor 
for Eavenna. 

The township of Lovell, afterwards Fruitport, was organized, 
name changed in 1870 by Legislature. First meeting appointed 
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1867 at the school house on Section 31, Henry James, Samuel Tor- 
rens and Kobert Little were apxDointed Inspectors of election. 
Thanks were tendered to H. J. Pemberton, Clerk for the past six 
years. 

In October there appears as new Supervisor Paul G. Shippey, 
of Cedar Creek; Thos. Mills, of Muskegon; E. E. Tupper,of Moor- 
land; and Austin W. De Frate, of Lovell. T. D. Smith, of Ea- 
venna, elected chairman. 

EQUALIZATION OF 1867. 

Blue Lake, 121,379; Cedar Creek, 26,115; Casnovia, 79,120; 
Dalton, 52,299; Egelston, 29,434; Laketon, 264,101; Lovell, 46,094; 
Moorland, 30,709; Norton, 91,318; Oceana,^ 246,568; Eavenna, 
79,118; White Eiver, 89,618; Muskegon, 1,309,169. Total 
12,364,942. 

Owing to the death of Dewitt C. Carpenter, County Clerk, a 
new election is ordered — David McLaughlin elected. 

The committee on Poor House reported the purchase of P. 
Polhamus' farm, Eavenna, for $2,000. 

1868. 

At the January session I. E. Carleton re-appears as Supervisor 
for Oceana, and he tries to get the County Seat moved to the head 
of White Lake — at least "at or near" that place. At the adjourned 
session in February B. F. Aldrich appears as Supervisor of Blue 
Lake. A struggle was now commenced for the County Seat. 
Whitehall and Montague offered to donate |15,000 in cash and the 
necessary land. L. G. Mason and W. F. Wood and others also 
made liberal offers of land, and the proposition of the latter was ul- 
timately accepted, and a $60,000 Court House was erected. 

In October the Supervisors are: Blue Lake, J. P. Utter; Cas- 
novia, N. Whitney; Cedar Creek, P. G. Shippey; Dalton, H. S. 
Tyler; Egelston, A. Egelston; Laketon, J. Euddiman; Lovell, A. 
W. De Frate; Moorland, D. MiUs; Muskegon, S. B. Peck; Norton, 
H. N. Eowe; Oceana, J. A. Wheeler; Eavenna, T. D. Smith; 
White Eiver, P. W. Sumner; P. G. Shippey, chairman. 

EQUALIZATION, 1868. 

Muskegon, f 1,346,787; Casnovia, 97,905; Cedar Creek, 
32,246; White Eiver, 85,354; Oceana, 257,755; Norton, 92,375; 
Dalton, 58,710; Blue Lake, 24,906; Eavenna, 103,350; Moorland, 
33,541; LoveU, 50,397; Egelston, 31,046; Laketon, 283,928. 
Total $2,498,300. 

1869. 

A resolution of condolence was passed to the family of Ezra 
Stevens, County Treasurer elect, who had become insane and died. 
On petition of S. C. HaU and others Drainage Commissioners were 
appointed: D. C. Mills, Joseph Taylor and A. Egelston. Mr. 
Gamsey was chosen architect of the Court House. Martin Perley, 
of Laketon, was elected Treasurer. A vote of thanks to S. C. Hall 
for services as Treasurer for the past four years was offered. 

Jas. H. Deming appears as Supervisor for Blue Lake ; A. P. 
Norton for Laketon; S. J. B. Watson for White Eiver. Thos. D. 
Smith reelected Chairman. 

EQUALIZATION, 1869. 

Blue Lake, f 32,180; Casnovia, 109,965; Cedar Creek, 49,934; 
Dalton, 75,485; Egelston, 36,785; Lovell, 52,412; Laketon, 342,- 
825; Muskegon, 1,583,891; Moorland, 44,638; Norton, 98,187; 
Oceana, 309,570; Eavenna, 126,625; White Eiver, 85,293. Total 
f3,957,339. 

1870. 

At the May session there appears quits a new Hst of Supervis- 



ors; as follows: Blue Lake, A. J. Nash; Casnovia, N. Whitney; 
CedarCreek, E. Dutton; Dalton, B. F. Dow; Egelston, A. Egelston; 

Fruitland, H. S. Tyler; Laketon, A. P. Horton; LoveU Mc- 

Ewing; Moorland, E. Eobinson; Muskegon City, 1st ward, W. P. 
Odell; Muskegon City, 2d ward, J. H. Landreth; Muskegon 
Township, F. S. Farr; Norton, D. Upton; Eavenna, T. D. Smith; 
Oceana, I. E. Carleton; White Eiver, S. J. B. Watson. Daniel 
Upton, Chairman. 

EQUALIZATION OF 1870. 

Blue Lake, |31,200; Casnovia, 149,188; CedarCreek, 45,858; 
Dalton, 37,137; Egelston, 36,683; Fruitland, 49,270; Laketon, 
304,641; Lovell, 53,490; Moorland, 45,359; Muskegon Town, 
150,532; Muskegon City, 1st ward, 359,158; Muskegon City, 2d 
ward, 861,695; Muskegon City, 3d ward, 534,644; Norton, 123,385; 
Oceana, 433,476; Eavenna, 177,537; Whit^ Eiver, 92,685. Total 
$3,485,887. 

Fruitland Township constituted in 1870 from west of Dalton. 
Ashley B. Furman was appointed Superintendent of poor. 

1871. 

Supervisors: Blue Lake, A. P. Ware; Casnovia, N. Whitney; 
Cedar Creek, P. G. Shippey; Dalton, B. F. Dow; Egelston, A. Eg- 
elston; Fruitland, H. S. Tyler; Fruitport, M. B. Converse; Holton, 
Thos. EusseU; Laketon, A. P. Horton; Moorland, E. Eobinson; 
Muskegon, W. F. Storrs. Muskegon City, Ward 1, E. O'Harrow; 
2, A. Eodgers; 3, D. Lannigan. Norton, F. Fowler; Oceana, J. H. 
Wheeler; Eavenna, absent; White Eiver, S. J. B. Watson. H. S. 
Tyler elected chairman. 

Fruitport is the new name of Lovell, and Holton is a new town 
formed from the north of Cedar Creek. The equahzation for 1871 
does not materially vary from the former year. 

1872. 

On the opening of the January session, after a resolution of 
condolence to the family of Fletcher Fowler, of Norton, who had 
died since the last meeting, the Board adjourned. Geo. N. Cobb 
had been appointed Supervisor of Norton in his stead. Treasurer's 
salary fixed at 11,000; Clerk, 1 600; Judge of Probate, 1 900; Pros- 
ecuting Attorney, $1,000. 

At the October session the Supervisors were : Blue Lake, J. P. 
Utter; Casnovia, N. Whitney; Cedar Creek, P. G. Shippey; Dal- 
ton, B. F. Dow; Egelston, A. Egelston; 'Fruitland, H. B. Marvin; 
Fruitport, M. B. Converse; Holton, M. L. Stevens; Laketon, Al- 
pheus G. Smith; Moorland, Eob't Eobinson; Muskegon, WilHam 
Smith. Muskegon City, Ward 1, W. P. Odell; 4, C. H. Hackley; 
Norton, E. L. Page; Oceana, H. E. Staples; Eavenna, E. Thatcher; 
White Eiver, S. J. B. Watson. M. B. Converse, chairman. Ira 0. 
Smith and CD. Nelson were the other members from the city of 
Muskegon. 

A resolution of condolence was passed to family of the late 
Thos. Eussell, Supervisor of Holton. 

Lafayette Knowles was appointed Superintendent of the Poor 
for three years. 

A petition signed by N. E. Fish, D. W. Edwards, Jonathan 
Walker, and about forty other inhabitants of Norton asks to have 
the obstructions removed from Lake Harbor. 

There is trouble with the treasurer, who is arrested for defalca- 
tions. His bondsmen ultimately compromised for about half his 
indebtedness, which was about f 30,000. A dispute arises over a 
$2,700 bill for small-pox cases, as tojvhether the city of Muskegon 
or the county should pay. 

Thos. Culbert, Senior, was appointed Superintendent of County 
Poor vice Ashley B. Furman, deceased. Joseph H. Hackley is now 
County Treasurer. 
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1873. 

At the October session the only change of supervisors is in 
the city of Muskegon: From Ward 1, D. J. Moriarty; Ward 2, D. 
Blake; Ward 3, C. D. Nelson; Ward 4, Jas. McGordon; and the 
familiar name of A. Egelston is replaced by that of David E. Jones. 
CD. Nelson is elected chairman. 

EQUALIZATION OF 1873. 

Blue Lake, $31,370; Casnovia, 171,690; Cedar Creek, 28,235 
Dalton, 52,875; Egelston, 39,877; Fruitland, 49,660; Fruitport 
136,650; Holton, 37,625; Laketon, 409,325; Moorland, 56,856 
Muskegon, 125,235; Muskegon City, Ward 1, 307,308; Ward 2 
820,326; Ward 3, 447,870; Ward 4, 387,675; Norton, 78,220, 
Oceana, 461,049; Ravenna, 144,713; White Biver, 107,604.— Total, 
$3,894,163. 

E. H. Wyhe appointed as Superintendent of Poor for three 
years, and G. F. Outhwaite to fill a vacancy. 

1874. 

The prosecuting attorney decided against the legality of P. G. 
Bhippey, a resident of Ravenna, representing Cedar Creek, although 
requested by the authorities of that township to fill the place of J. 
S. Thompson, who w^as sick. Oceana was this year divided into 
Montague and Whitehall, and its name appears no more on the 
records. 

In October the Board of Supervisors shows great changes: 

Blue Lake, Jas. P. Utter; Cedar Creek, Seth Evans; Casnovia, 
N.Whitney; Dalton, B.F.Dow; Egelston, E. R. Porter; Fruit- 
land, H. N. Marvin; Fruitport, J. D. McEwing; Holton, WiUiam 
Bruce; Laketon, A. G. Smith; Montague, J. Heald; Moorland, R. 
Robinson; Muskegon, J. Hall; Muskegon City, Ward No. 1, D. J. 
Moriarty; Norton, M. Rowe; Ravenna, E. Thatcher; Whitehall, A. 
Mears; White River, S. J. B. Watson. E. Thatcher, chairman. 

The equalization this year amounted to $3,878,517. 

A petition w^as presented by A. P. Horton and thirty-seven oth- 
ers to set apart the portion of Laketon south of Muskegon Lake, as a 
new township ; and of John Ruddiman and hventy-two others against 
the same. The petition prevailed, and Lakeside was formed in 1875, 
first meeting in April at A. Y. Mann & Co.'s office. J. W. Moon, 
A. M. Allen and F. H. Smith appointed a Board of Inspectors of 
Election. 

1875. 
At January session the part of White River, below the channel 
of White Lake was given to Fruitland, Chas. H. Cook elected County 
Treasurer. 

BOAKD OF SUPERVISOES FOR 1875. 

Blue Lake, Jas. P. Utter; Casnovia, R. G. Hutchins; Cedar 
Creek, Seth Evans; Dalton, G. McMillan; Egelston, W. Carr; 
Fruitland, H. N. Marvin; Fruitport, M. B. Converse; Holton, W. 
Bruce; Lakeside, A. G. Smith; Laketon, A. P. Horton; Montague, 
J. Heald; Moorland, R. Robinson; Muskegon, Jno. Hall; Muske- 
gon City, 1, Jas. Balbirnie; 2, Tlios. Smalley; 3, C. D. Nelson; 4, 
C. H. Hackley; Norton, Wm. Churchill; Ravenna, 0. F. Conklin; 
Whitehall, A. Mears ; White River, Jas. Whelan. 

1876. 

N. P. Dryer appears as Supervisor for Blue Lake, A. Durdy for 
Egelston, H. V. Riffenberg for Lakeside, H. P. Dowling for Mon- 
tague, Jas. Bradford for Ward 1, and E. W. Merrill, for Ward 3, 
Muskegon City; Jas. Porter for Norton. M. B. Converse, chairman. 

The equalization shows a lowering of rating to $3,312,313. E. 
H. Wylie re-elected for another three years Sup't of the Poor. 



The 1877 equalization as adopted is $200 below previous year 
M. B. Converse re-elected chairman. 

In 1878 Muskegon City is represented by B. Mason, A. A. Bul- 
lock, C. D. Nelson, and Wm. Glue; WhitehaU by Dr. Wheeler; 
White River by W. Row; Lakeside by J. W. Moon; Egelston by 
W. Carr; Blue Lake by F. Scott. The equahzation fahs to $2,- 
692,424. 

In 1879 Cedar Creek is represented by M. Thompson; Fruit- 
land by 0. E. Gordon; Blue Lake by F. Hiscutt; Fruitport by H. 
Beach; Lakeside by L. G. Morgan; Muskegon City by N. Holthe, 
W. Burling,. C. D. Nelson and F. R. Hamilton. Equahzation at 
$2,852,525. 

In 1880 C. N. Storrs appears for Laketon; N. Y/hitney for 
Casnovia; J. F. Culver for frruitland ; Geo. Tillottson for Lakeside; 
S. J. Gates for Laketon; J. C. Lewis for Whitehall, and H. Haines 
for Ward 2, Muskegon. Wm. Glue elected chairman. 

In 1881 the supervisors are: Blue Lake, F. Hiscutt; Cedar 
Creek, S. Evans; Casnovia, J. Herald; Dalcon, C. L. Buzzell; Eg- 
elston, W. Carr; Fruitport, J. C. Abbott; Fruitland, J. F. Culvei; 
Holton, R. W. Skeels; Lakeside, J. W. Moon; Laketon, D. J. 
Gates; Montague, F. Bracelin; Moorland, R. Robinson; Muske- 
gon, John Hall; Muskegon City, N. Holthe, F. Alberts, D. D. Er- 
win, D. Riordon; Norton, Jas. Porter; Ravenna, 0. F. Conklin; 
Whitehall, J. C. Lewis; White River, W. A. Rowe. J. W. Moon, 
chairman. Equahzed value of county, $3,397,552. 

At the October session G. Bolt represented Casnovia, and P. 
Reid, Ravenna. Hon. H. H. Holt rejjresents county on State Board 
of Equalization. H. H. Hendryx appointed Supervisor of Fruit- 
port vice J. C. Abbott, resigned. 

The county was divided into two representative districts. A. 
Norton and L. Knowles Superintendents of Poor. 

The Board wrestles with the question of hability for payment 
of mihtia called out by the Muskegon strike of October, 1881. The 
bills amount to over $3,000, and are paid. 

There were raised for contingencies, $18,000; Poor fund, $4,- 
000; Insane Asylum, $2,000; State tax, $9,170.10. Total, $33'- 
170.10. The total tax to be raised is $37,089.49. 

LABOR TROUBLES. 

Having traced the rise of the county from its feeble beginnings 
in 1835 to its present prosperous state, we will proceed to give par- 
ticular sketches of its several municipahties. In the History of 
Ottawa, with which this county was connected until a httle more 
than a score of years ago, will be found much interesting matter, 
which will apply equally well to the history of this county. The 
counties had a common origin, Ottawa being more in the front, 
was the earher . develop. When the time came for separation it 
was peacefully and amicably arranged, and the relations between the 
counties have always been cordial. The enormous development of 
the lumber interest of Muskegon, has given it an impetus which has 
been wanting to the slower progress of the agricultural townships of 
the southern county. 

Muskegon has had a busy and stirring history, but one un- 
marked by any striking or startling events. The most sensational 
affairs that have occurred have been the great strikes of the boom 
and saw mill workers of Muskegon City in the Fall of 1881 and the 
Spring of 1882. The great bone of contention has been the hours 
of labor, the employers wishing eleven hours labor as a day's work, 
and the employes as firmly insisting upon ten hours as the equiva- 
lent. In the first strike, owing to anticipated violence, the military 
were called out; by many, how^ever, this step has been considered 
unnecessary. Be that as it may, the military had nothing to do of 
a sanguinary nature, and after a short occupation retired to their 
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homes. The strike of 1882 has lasted through all of April, and at 
the present writing shows no signs of settlement, although it can- 
not, in the nature of things, last much longer. The interests in- 
volved on both sides are very large. Negotiations for a settlement 
have been attempted, but the result is as above stated. Owing to 
some violence to men at work in the mills on the terms of the 
owners, which is of course deprecated by all but hot-heads, Mayor 
DeLong found it necessary, on the demand of the mill owners, to 



issue, on the 27th of April, proclamation forbidding all interference 
with those who were willing to work. 

Let us hope that these visitations will become things of the 
past ; that labor and capital will recognize each other as friends and 
allies — not as enemies. The loss to aU concerned is very heavy. 

Should this stumbling block be removed the season of 1882 
promises to be one of great prosperity, unexampled in the past his- 
tory of the county. 
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Muskegon, the county seat of Muskegon County, is a flourish- 
ing and prosperous city of probably over 16,000 inhabitants, and 
with its suburbs, North Muskegon, Lakeside Village, Blui!ton and 
Pt. Sherman, which form a belt of settlements around the pictur- 
esque Lake Muskegon, its" population will already exceed 20,000, 
and this is yearly increasing with great rapidity, as new mills and 
manufactures are added, and the cut of lumber increases, which would 
last year have been 700,000,000 feet if it had not been for 
the interruption by the strike. To show how rapidly the 
power of the saw mills increase we may mention that it is calculated 
that ten per cent, was added to their capacity in 1881, and in 1882 
fifteen per cent, was added, making an increase of one-fourth in two 
seasons. There is nothing improbable in the prediction that under 
favorable auspices the city of Muskegon will cut 1,000,000,000 feet 
annually! Already she boasts of being ^Ae "Sawdust City," and 
the greatest single city in the world as regards the production of 
lumber. The product of the Saginaw Valley, which is a much 
older manufacturing centre, exceeds that of Muskegon, but Saginaw 
has to draw on the product of several large cities, such as Saginaw 
City, East Saginaw and Bay City, so that Muskegon's proud boast 
of pre-eminence still remains true. Of late years the enterprising 
men of the city, and Muskegon possesses her full quota of such, 
have seen the necessity of supplementing the sawing of lumber by 
other industries ; accordingly we find every mill has a lath mill at- 
tachment, and large and extensive shingle mills have been erected. 
Planing mills nave been built, of which the latest and largest is the 
Monroe Manufacturing Co.'s. Two box factories, a basket factory, 
curtain roller factory, and kindling-wood and hames factory, two saw 
factories, car and engine works on a large scale, boiler works, sev- 
eral foundries, a brewery, and a variety of industries have recently 
sprung up, and all are doing well, making a good profit to the in- 
vestors, and affording employment to hundreds of hands. As a 
manufacturing city Muskegon stands high. She is not dependent, 
as is asserted by some without due reflection, solely upon her lumber 
interest. The development of her salt interest, now about to take 
place, alone would be sufficient to set up many a less ambitious 
city. 

Commercially, Muskegon is one of the most solid and prosper- 
ous cities of the State. It is about equally distant from Detroit and 
Chicago, being about 192 i^tiles by rail from the latter, and 196 miles 
from the former, but her great avenue is by water, out over her 
land-locked lake, on which could ride the navies of the world, by 
means of an excellent habor, which never freezes up, so rapid is its 
current, into the broad expanse of Lake Michigan. The city is 
admirably situated at the head of the lake, which is about six miles 
long and two miles wide, into which empties the longest river in the 
State, penetrating for hundreds of miles into the best pineries of 
Michigan. She has thus all the advantages that water carriage can 
give her, and Avhich brings Chicago, the world's great distributing 
center to her very door. She is also admirably served by railways 
in all directions, which have to compete with water carriage most of 



the year. Good schools are maintained, and churches of all shades 
of behef open their doors to the world. The fruit interests are 
growing so that Muskegon is becoming quite a shipping point. Her 
business houses also compare favorably mth those of any other city 
of its population; Western Avenue, the principal business street, 
presenting quite a metropohtan appearance, with its fine blocks of 
buildings, which are built in a sohd and substantial manner, but 
sufficiently ornate to satisfy the taste. The water works are suf- 
ficient to supply the city with pure water. Gas is supphed by a 
company at moderate rates. As a resort for pleasure seekers and 
tourists Muskegon is already "popular, and, as years go on, will 
necessarily become more so, as she has many natural advantages in 
the way of beautiful land and water scenery. The wholesale trade 
of Muskegon is getting to be quite important, and a large scope of 
country looks to her for supphes. Dry goods, groceries, tobacco, 
hardware, leather and furniture are held here as in a supply house, 
to be poured forth in accordance with the demand. 



GOV. HOLT'S SKETCH. 

Muskegon has had a historian of whose labors she may well be 
proud. In the Centennial year, 1870, when every city was placing 
itself on record, the Hon. H. H. Holt, ex-Lieutenant- Governor of 
the State, and since Mayor of the city, wassohcited to undertake the 
work of cohecting the early records, and acceded to the request; 
the reader of the foUowing sketch wiU be able to see with what suc- 
cess. We trust that although the sketch has been read in the Hm- 
ited circle of the city itself, in this work it will have a wider circu- 
lation and stand a better chance of preservation. We have to thank 
the author for other courtesies, as well as the permission to use his 
manuscripts. 

The foUowing is the sketch referred to, except that portion 
relating to the history of saw miUing, which we have already pub- 
lished : 

The history of Muskegon, so far as we have been able to learn 
any items in regard to it, has its origin in 1812, when John 
Baptiste EecoUet began to occupy a trading post, which was situa- 
ted about twenty rods west of the mouth of Bear Lake. This was 
the first trading post on Muskegon Lake, and was occupied for a 
nnmber of years, the remains of the chimney still being visible as 
late as 1836. In the spring of 1812, it became necessary for Eecol- 
let to go to the military station at the mouth of the St. Joseph 
Eiver, and he made the trip in one day, having swam the Grand 
and Kalamazoo Elvers, and forded the other streams. 

Mr. Constant, the father of Mrs. WiUiam Lasley, built the 
next trading po& t at Bluff ton, near the A. M. Allen & Co. MiU, 
which he occupied in the winter for about thirty years. The next 
was built in 1830 by Joseph Daily, near the Eodgers Foundry, and 
was occupied by him until 1834, when he ^sold it to Louis B. Bad- 
deau. 
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George Campau also built "a trading post in 1833, near the 
present site of the White, Swan & Smith Mill, and occupied it 
until 1835. 

The territory embraced within the limits of the present town- 
ships of Norton, Fruitport, Eavenna, Chester, Moorland, Casnovia, 
Egelston, Muskegon, Laketon, Lakeside, and the City of Muskegon, 
was organized by a provision of Section 11 of an act of the State 
Legislature, approved Dec. 30, 1837, into one township, and called 
Muskego. The act was passed at the first session after the State 
was admitted into the Union. This section was repealed in 1838, 
and the same territory was organized as the township of Muskegon, 
and the first town meeting was appointed to be held at the house of 
Newell & Wilcox. At this time, and for several years after, there 
was quite a diversity of opinion in regard to the correct spelling of 
the name, as will appear by reference to various acts of subsequent 
legislatures. In 1841 an act was passed, by the provisions of which 
the unorganized county of Oceana was attached to the township of 
Muskegon for judicial purposes; and in 1845 certain territory was 
detached from the township of Muskegon and organized into the 
township of Norton. This confusion in regard to the name ended 
at the establishment of Muskegon postoffice in 1848. 

The first township meeting was held in 1838, when township 
officers were elected, among whom was Henry Pennoyer, Supervisor. 
But little was done in the way of township business for several 
years, often no taxes being assessed. Township meetings were of- 
ten omitted entirely, the old officers holding over. 

George Kuddiman held the office of Supervisor several years 
during this time. In 1847 George W. Walton was elected Super- 
visor , and the township having increased somewhat in population, 
taxes were assessed and business regularly transacted after that 
time. The old township records were destroyed in the great fire of 
Aug. 1, 1874. 

The land in this part of Michigan was brought into market in 
1839. The first attempt that was made to claim and hold any of 
the land now embraced in the city limits, was made by a Mr. Tay- 
lor, in December, 1836, who built a shanty on lot one of Section 
nineteen, near where the Washington House now stands. He re- 
tained possession for a few months and then sold his claim to Hor- 
ace Wilcox, and afterwards T. Newell & Co., entered the land. 
Theodore NeweU soon became the owner, who platted a portion of 
it m 1849, which was the first plat of Muskegon, that part of the 
city lying east and north of a hne running from the mill to the old 
cemetery, and thence east along the north line of^Mills & Furlong's 
addition to H. D. Baker's residence. 

Another tract of land that has since become very valuable, is 
lot two, Section thirty, which was entered May 2, 1853, by Elias 
and Isaac D. Merrill, and Josiah P. Dana. This land is that part 
of the city lying south of a hne running from the old cemetery to 
the Bigelow Bro's. mill, and between Mills and Furlong's addition 
and Muskegon Lake. On this property at the present time are sev_ 
eral of the most valuable miUs in Muskegon; there were no frame 
buildings in Muskegon until 1837, when Theodore Newell and 
Erastus Wilcox erected a boarding house, which stood on what is 
now lot 8, of Block 13, of the city of Muskegon, near the C. Davis 
<& Co. boarding house. Horace Wilcox put up a small dwelling the 
same year near where the Hofstra House now stands. The first 
village plat was made in 1849, but nothing of any account was 
done tor several years towards opening the streets, and the hill was 
so steep where Western Avenue and Pine Street now are that a man 
could not ride up on horseback. Village lots must have been at a 
discount, from the fact that two lots on which the Hofstra House 
now stands, were once sold for forty-five dollars. Nothing was done 
toward opening the roads leading into the surrounding country until 



1846. At this time Mr. Ryerson cut out the road to Ravenna, to 
connect with the road from that place to Grand Rapids, which had 
already been cut out and was in a condition to be traveled. Ra- 
venna Township was detached from Muskegon and organized in 
1849. 

INFLATED CUERENCY. 

The first attempt at running logs down the river was made in 
1839 by John A. Brooks; the logs having been cut a few miles 
above Croton. The "drive" finaUy reached Muskegon, but after a 
great outlay for clearing the river, and the men employed celebrated 
the event by buying and drinking a barrel of whisky, which then 
cost about sixteen cents per gallon. The whisky was common 
property, but in order to assume an appearance of "business" they 
fitted up a counter on a stump, and one of the number having a 
silver quarter dollar, commenced by treating the company, one of 
them tending bar; this bar- tender then took the money and came 
outside and treated the company, another taking his place as bar- 
tender. This was continued several days, until the whisky disap- 
peared. There was an annual carousal for a few days on the arrival 
of the "big drive, "until the village "lock-up" was erected in 1861, 
after which the officers became able to suppress it. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

Until 1834 the Indian traders had been accustomed to come to 
Muskegon Lake in the autumn and buy furs and traffic with the In- 
dians during the winter,, and go away in the spring, taking with 
tlfem all their movable effects. At the latter date Lewis B. Bad- 
deau having secured the interest of Mr. Daily in his log building, 
estabhshed a trading post, and became a permanent settler of Mus- 
kegon. He was of French descent, and was born at Three Rivers, 
near Montreal, in Canada. Mr. Baddeau afterwards made a pre- 
emption claim on lot two of Section nineteen, on which his trading 
post stood, being that part of the city lying west and north of a line 
running from the Chapin & Foss mill to the old cemetery, and 
thence to the Bigelow & Brother's mill. And on the 31st of 
July, 1839, after the land came into market, he made a regular 
entry of the lot. He continued to trade with the Indians until 
1840, and in 1845, having become embarrassed in business, and 
having lost most of his property, he went to Newaygo to hve, and 
afterwards to the Dam, on Muskegon River, where he died soon 
after. 

The second settler on Muskegon Lake was Joseph Troutier, 
who erected a building in 1835, of hewn timber, near the White, 
Swan & Smith mill, which he occupied as a trading post for several 
years. Mr. Troutier was born in Mackinac, August 9, 1812, where 
he resided until his settlement in Muskegon. He continued the In- 
dian trade several years at this place, and then removed to the Dam, 
where he lately died. Li 1836 Mr. Troutier went with the Indians 
to Washington, and assisted in forming the treaty by which the In- 
dian title to the land in the part of Michigan lying north of Grand 
River was obtained. Mr. Troutier remembered many interesting 
incidents in the early history of Western Michigan, and often re- 
marked that "me and my wife were the first white men in Muskegon. " 

Wm. Lasley was of French origin, was bom in Pennsylvania, 
but spent his early life in Mackinac, and settled in Muskegon in the 
autumn of 1835, having built a trading post near where is now the* 
corner of Western Avenue and Seventh Street. He continued to 
trade with the Indians for several years, and eventually brought on 
goods suitable for the trade of early settlers, sometimes keeping a 
stock valued at |20,000. In 1862 he sold the miU that he had pre- 
viously built, and retired from business and died the next year. 

Martin Ryerson was born on a farm near Patterson, New Jer- 
sey, January 6, 1818. In 1834, having become satisfied that the 
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fortune that he had even then determined to acquire, was not to be 
easHy and readily obtained at farming, he started for Michigan, 
which at that time was regarded as the Eldorado. When he 
reached Detroit his funds were exhausted, and he was obhged to 
stop and obtain employment for a time before he could proceed. 
After a few months he started again with Eichard Godfroy, and 
reached Grand Kapids in September of the same year, and soon 
after went into Godfroy's employ, remaining at Grand Eapids until 
May, 1826, when he left and came to Muskegon. On his arrival at 
Muskegon he went into the employ of Joseph Troutier, and engaged 
m the Indian trade, which he continued three years; was then em- 
ployed by T. NeweU & Co., which firm then carried on the same 
busmess. In Octobor, 1841, Mr. Eyerson and S. J. Green made a 
contract with T. NeweU to run his miU for two years. After the 
expiration of this term Mr. Eyerson made an arrangement to run 
the mill on a salary for another two years. In September, 1845, 
Mr. Eyerson, in company with J. H. Knickerbocker, bought Mr. 
NeweU's interest in the mih and became a mill owner. This fact, 
however did not change his style of hving or lessen the amount of 
labor he performed. During the first year that he owned the inter- 
est m the miU he often worked eighteen hours out of the twenty- 
four, fiUing any place where a vacancy might chance to occur, or 
where his services were most needed. Mr. Eyerson's practical ex- 
perience rendered him a competent judge of the men in his employ, 
and he "expected every man to do his duty." 

As an instance of the hardships and privations endured by the 
early settlers, Mr. Eyerson relates the foUowing experience- In 
September, 1839, he started on foot to go to Grand Eapids to at- 
tend "Indian payment." The ordinary route at that time was by 
the beach of Lake Michigan to Grand Haven, thence up Grand 
Eiver. Mr. Eyerson, however went through what is since the 
township of Eavenna, although there was then no road or settle- 
ment on the way, excepting along the first five miles west of Grand 
Eapids. He kept his course by a pocket compass, crossed Crockery 
Creek somewhere near where is now the viUage of Eavenna, and 
stopped for the night about ten miles beyond. He made a brush 
tent, built a fire and roasted a coon that he had caught during the 
day and brought mth him, and made his supper from it without 
salt or water, and then slept soundly on his brush bed. The re- 
mainder of the coon served for his breakfast in the morning, after 
which he pursued his journey, reaching Grand Eapids early in the 
day and without feehng any particular fatigue. 

The foUowing incident was related to the writer by Mr. Eyer- 
son, and shows the manner of enforcing a rule of the early settlers 
requiring a uniformity in dress, a rule which prohibited the wearing 
of "stove-pipe" hats and white shirts. A young man from Grand 
Eapids one day made his appearance on the "streets" of Muskegon 
wearing these contraband articles of dress, and who, by the way, 
was putting on numerous airs in consequence. A mock court was 
soon organized, a complaint was made against him for horse steal- 
ing. He was arrested, examined and bound over to the Circuit 
Court. The constable started with him for the jaH (a log stable), 
and on the way he was aUowed to escape, as had been pre-arranged. 
The feUow ran for the woods at a rate of speed that would have 
astonished a deer, whHe the whole town foUowed him, yelling at the 
top of their voices, and pretending to try to overtake him. The hat 
was never seen in Muskegon again. 

^ Mr. Eyerson removed to Chicago in 1851, where he has since 
resided, excepting about seven years which he spent with his famHv 
in Europe. 

Theodobe Newell was a native of Connecticut, and settled in 
Muskegon in 1886. He hved here a few years and then removed to 



Chicago, and afterwards to Kenosha, Wis., and thence to Chicago 
again, where he died in 1869. 

Henry Pennoyer settled in 1836 at the mouth of Muskegon Lake, 
his object m locating at that place being to secure a claim to land in 
that vicinity, as it was then supposed that the future city of Muske- 
gon would be built on the sand hiUs near the Mouth. He and his 
brother, Augustus Pennoyer, built a miU the same year at Pennoyer 
Creek, a few miles above Newaygo, Mr. Pennoyer left Muskegon 
soon after and removed to Grand Haven. He now fives near 
Nunica. 

Samuel Eose was born in GrandviUe, Mass., in 1817, and came 
to Grand Eapids in 1836, where he met Augustus Pennoyer, who was 
then getting ready to build a miU at Pennoyer Creek, at Newaygo. 
He made an agreement to work for Mr. Pennoyer, and started with 
some other men to go through the woods to the place they were to 
work. There being no road, and not keeping the right direction, 
they got lost and were out five days before they reached Muskegon 
Eiver. Then, thinking that they were above Newaygo, they 
started down the stream, and after a time they came to Muskegon 
Lake. After obtaining some provisions, they started up the river, 
and passing the site of the village of Newaygo (at which place there 
was then no settlement), reached their destination. Mr. Eose has 
continued to reside on Muskegon Eiver, sometimes at Muskegon, or 
at other towns up the river; his present residence being near New- 
aygo. 

George W. Walton was born January 3, 1812, in Essex County, 
N. Y. In 1833 he removed to Chicago, and settled in Muskegon in 
May, 1837. During his early residence here he was very active in 
public matters; was supervisor of the township for several years, 
having been first elected in 1847, and was one of the first postmast- 
ers of Muskegon. Mr. Walton removed to California in 1845, 
where he remained several years, and went thence to Nevada, where 
he died in 1874. 

Jonathan H. Ford was born in the State of New York. He set- 
tled in Muskegon in 1837, and built the mill at the mouth of Bear 
Creek. During his early residence here he was elected one of the 
associate judges of the Ottawa County Court. He left Muskegon in 
1845, and now resides in Wisconsin. 

Isaac D. Merrill was born in 1809, and settled in Muskegon 
in 1839. He has continued to reside on Muskegon Eiver since that 
time, his present residence being at Bridgeton. 

George Euddiman was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, Sept. 29, 
1815, and came to America in 1833, stopping one year in Pennsyl- 
vania, when he came to Michigan, and has since resided most of the 
time in this State. He settled in Muskegon in April, 1840, and en- 
gaged as a millwright in repairing the mill at the mouth ' of Bear 
Lake. In 1841 he took charge of this mill, and in 1844, in com- 
pany with his brother, John Euddiman, he bought the property 
where the McGraft & Montgomery mill now stands. 

In 1840 Mr. Euddiman attended the election in Muskegon and 
voted for Gen. Harrison for President of the United States. Geo. 
Euddiman built the first boat used for . towing logs and vessels 
in Muskegon Lake. It was a small sidewheel steamer, and was 
called the Peggy. He now resides in the township of Muskegon. 

George B. Woodbury was bom in Worcester, Mass., and in 
1837 removed to Michigan City, where he remained until October, 
1840, when he left and settled in Muskegon, coming aU the distance 
along the shore of Lake Michigan in a smaU boat. Soon after 
reaching Muskegon he obtained employment as engineer in the T. 
NeweU & Co. miU. He continued this for several years, at the same 
time carrying on a blacksmith shop, where he employed his leisure 
time in making traps for the Indians, and in d(jing other blacksmith 
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work. This was the first shop of the kind in Muskegon, and the 
only one at the time north of Grand Eiver. 

Mr. Woodbury in those days was rather fond of a practical joke, 
as were most of the early settlers. The following is remembered as 
one of them : A man from Monroe, who was rather inclined to put 
on airs, came to Muskegon with a quantity of wild- cat money, 
which at that time was not entirely worthless, but was considerably 
depreciated in value ; and thinking he was off in the woods among 
ignorant men, he endeavored to buy lumber with it at its par value. 
Samuel Eose, who happened to be up the river at the time, had a 
raft of lumber lying in the water near where the flouring mill now 
stands, and Mr. Woodbury sold the lumber to the Monroe man, 
agreeing to wait for his pay until the lumber was hauled out, at the 
same time telling everybody to keep the joke quiet. The man 
worked three days in the water and got out about 25,000 feet, when 
Mr. Eose returned and exposed the joke, when the man left town a 
somewhat wiser man, taking his "wild-cat" with him. 

Another joke was to the following effect, played on a loud talk- 
ing new-comer, who had failed to become poj)ular with the settlers. 
Mr. Woodbury one day said to Mr. Eyei^son that it was too bad that 
that stranger should be eaten up in that way; that Mr. Green ought 
to suffer for it. The loud talker, as was intended, heard the remark 
and immediately inquired in regard to the particulars. Mr. Wood- 
bury, in reply said "that Mr. Green had sent a stranger upon the 
hill alone to cut logs, and that thehodags had killed and eaten him, 
leaving nothing but his boots." He started at once for Mr. Green's 
house to give him a terrible lecture. Mr. Green said it was one of 
Eyerson and Woodbury's jokes, but he would not believe it and con- 
tinued to blame him for thus allowing a stranger to expose himself. 
Mrs. Green endeavored to corroborate her husband's statement, 
when the loud talker said "he did not want her to put in her clack; 
she could not make him believe that Mr. Green was not to blame." 
The man was so much afraid of the imaginary animals that he soon 
after left the town. Hence the origin of the term Hodags. 

Samuel J. Green was born in Ohio, and settled in Muskegon 
in 1840. He died in May, 1858. 

John H. Knickerbocker was born in 1815, at Watertown, N. Y. 
He settled in Muskegon in 1810 and died August 26, 1856. 

EiCHARD Eyerson was born in Patterson, N, J., February 9, 
1812, where he lived till he was about twenty years of age, when he 
removed to Western New York, where he lived until 1813, when he 
came and settled in Muskegon. He was engaged during the first 
year of his residence here at logging, at prices that would not be 
considered very good at the present time, sometimes selling good 
logs at f 2 per thousand feet. Mr. Eyerson for several years kept 
the Walton House, the first frame hotel in Muskegon. He resides in 
tlie township of Cedar Creek, in this county. 

Alfred A. Maxlm was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., Jan- 
uary 26, 1820. Coming West in 1843, he made Kenosha, Wis., his 
first stopping place. In November of that year he started from Chi- 
cago for Grand Haven on a schooner, with two yoke of oxen and 
some men whom he had employed, to seek his fortune at lumbering. 
The next day af fcer reaching Grand Haven he started along the 
beach of Lake Michigan for Muskegon, there being at that time no 
road through the woods. They had not proceeded far when they 
came to a place where the drift wood had filled up the narrow space 
between the water and a high bank ; and not being able to drive 
around they were oHiged to unload the wagons— part of the load 
being barrels of pork — take apart the wagons and carry them and 
their contents over the hill. They then led the oxen around and 
having yoked them and put the wagons together, loaded up and 
started again. 

Mr. Maxim was entirely unacquainted with'quicksand, an d when 
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driving along on the smooth sand at the mouth of Little Black 
Lake the oxen began to sink, and before he could get upon dry land 
they had sunk so that their heads alone were visible. After great 
exertion they finally succeeded in rescuing the animals alive from 
their perilous situation. They left the beach at the mouth of Black 
Lake and went through the woods, taking their course by compass, 
and reached Muskegon Lake near where A. V. Mann & Co.'s mill is 
now situated. From thence they followed along up the lake and 
stopped at the Muskegon House then kept by Mr. Dill. These 
wagons were the first ever driven into Muskegon. Mr. Maxim has 
been engaged in lumbering most of the time since, and continued to 
reside on Muskegon Eiver until recently. 

John Euddiman was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, March 20, 
1814, and came to this country in 1831. He lived four years in 
Pennsylvania, when he came to Michigan and lived in Detroit. In 
1839 he removed to Wisconsin, where he remained until 1843, when 
he settled in Muskegon, where he has since continued to reside. In 
1849 he built a mill on the north side of Muskegon Lake, in which, 
in 1850, he put in the first siding mill in use on the lake. He built 
a flouring mill at the mouth of Bear Lake in 1852, the first in oper- 
ation on Muskegon Lake. 

Ell^s W. MerrUuL was born in Falmouth, Maine, October 2, 
1812, came to Michigan in 1837, and settled in Muskegon in June, 
1844. He has continued to reside here, excepting one year when 
he lived at Bridgeton and one year in his native State. Mr. Merrill 
was elected to the Lower " House of the State Legislature in 1856; 
was postmaster in 1861, State Senator in 1865, and postmaster a 
second time in 1869, holding the office till 1875. 

Eobert W. Morris was born in 1813, in the State of New York, 
aud settled on the Muskegon Eiver in 1842, and a few years after 
came to Muskegon. For a number of years he was an active busi- 
ness man, but his health having failed he retired from business in 
1865 and removed to Grand Eapids, where he died May 5, 1866. 

Ashley B. Furman was born in Saratoga County, N. Y., in 
January, 1819, and settled in Muskegon in 1845. Although he saw 
very much of the early history and settlement of Muskegon, it is 
doubtful whether the reply he once made to the question, "How long 
had he known Muskegon Eiver?" was strictly true. He said "he 
had known Muskegon Eiver ever since it was a small stream, in fact 
since it was first laid out." Mr. Furman died October 4, 1872. 

The foregoing are sketches of aU those who settled in Muske- 
gon during the first ten years after the first settlement was made, so 
far as the writer has been able to learn. Some of these sketches 
are not as perfect as would be desired, the necessary information not 
being accessible. 

SETTLERS PREVIOUS TO 1860. 

Tha following is a list of the persons wiio settled in Muskegon 
subsequent to 1846 and prior to the year 1860, as far as the writer 
has been able to obtain their names : 

1846 — James Graham, P. Blake. 

1847 — Charles Martin, Frank Young. 

1848 — Ezra Stevens, Nich. Petrie, C. Davis, Chas. Carmichael, 
E. A. Partridge, Mrs. Julia Witherell, Mrs. Fanny Shepherd, John 
Witherell, Mrs. Albert Hodge. 

1849— M. W. Lloyd, Mrs. Ellen Boyd, John Cameron, C. P. 
McSherry, E. H. Wylie, Dennis Garvey, Theo. Wilson, Nich. Kempff, 
P. J. Connell. 

1850 — Julius Bosksch, A. Trowbridge, F. Eimer, John Hetz, 
Jonathan Boyce, Thomas Mills, Fred Drixelius, Werner Kister, John 
Carmichael. 

1851— David Blake. 

1852 — A. J. McHenry, Hubert Stein, J. D. Davis, Jacob Hetz, 
Charles T. Hills, Lars Larson, Fred Bowles, Edward Boyce, Eay- 
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mond O'Harrow, M. S. Burge, Dennis Keardon, John A. Curry. 

1853— J. H. Swan, Charles W. Boot, Wm. Glue, Peter Gross- 
man. 

1854— Ira 0. Smith, P. Dowd, Henry VanBampus, Ole Oleson, 
Wm. Kotelman, Nich. Schuler, Henry Jacobs, John Bronson, And- 
rew Olson, Edward Ford. 

1855— Alex. Cotie, JohnW. Kent, Martin Kochlin, Peter Muhl, 
Capt. Henry Dobson, J. H. Hackley, Matthew Wilson, Henry H. 
Getty. 

1856 — L. G. Mason, S. D. Murray, E. P. Easton, Luman 
Hamblin, Gideon Truesdell, A. B. Miner, S. E. Sanford, F. Eimer, 
H. Eiehle, J. W. Moon, John Torrent, Chas. H. Hackley, S. H. 
Stevens, Dr. A. Maurer. 

1857— A. A. BuUock, M. F. Eamier, P. Schnorbach, Lewis M. 
Haines, John T. Dibble, Chas. D. Nelson, E. Potter, W. F. Wood, 
A. V. Mann, W. L. Eyan, Thos. Wheeler, W. H. Lewis, Bennett 
Eipley, Wm. Eutherford, Chas. Graves. 

1858— Henry H. Holt, Wm. Pickett, George Schwegler, A. 
Eodgers. 

1859— S. B. Peck, Geo. Arms, A. Mulder, J. Mulder, Geo. F. 
Outhwaite. 

THE SCHOOLS. 

l^he first school in Muskegon was a private one, taught by Miss 
Clark in the winter of 1848-'9, in a room in the dweUing house of 
Charles Martin. Among those now living in this county, who at- 
tended this school, are Henry Lasley, of Montague; Wilham, August 
and Joseph Baddeau, of Holton, and Mrs. Minerva Curry, of this 
city. The first school house erected was built by private subscrip- 
tion in the autumn of 1849, on the corner of Clay avenue and Ter- 
race street. It was 20x30 feet, one story, and cost about $300. It 
was afterwards considerably enlarged, and was for several years the 
only school house and place for religious services in the village. It 
was finally sold, removed, and converted into Holt's Hall, which 
^as destroyed in the great 'fire, August 1st, 1874. Wm. D. Holt 
taught in this school house the first winter. Miss Eoberts ( after- 
wards the wife of Frank Cole) taught during the second winter and 
the summer following. 

The first union school building was erected in 1860, while 
Thomas Wheeler was Director of the district. This was replaced 
by the present building in 1875. 

Mrs. C. T. Hills, formerly Miss Margaret Mclntyre, was en- 
gaged in the puphc schools in this city, either as principal or first 
assistsnt, for fifteen years, her engagement being for the longest 
term of any teacher thus far employed. 

THE CHURCHES. 

The first priest of the Eoman Catholic Church w^ho officiated in 
Muskegon after the town was settled Avas Father Visosky, of Grand 
Eapids, who came here in 1835 and held services in Lasley's house. 
Services were held here occasionally after that time, but nothing was 
done toward building a church until 1856, when Father Van Pamel, 
of Grand Eapids, commenced the work. The original building was 
completed and the first service held in it in 1857. It was known as 
St. Mary's church. Since that time several additions and improve- 
ments have been made. The first resident priest in Muskegon was 
Father Stonehouse, who settled here in 1857, Father Eievers oc- 
cupied the position eleven years, and died in 1872, and was suc- 
ceeded by Father Van Pamel, who returned to his former charge. 

In 1843 Eev. Mr. Warring of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
made a visit to Muskegon, wiien Mr. Eyerson, having fitted up seats 
in his boarding house, went around and notified the people of the 
proposed service. The settlers were all present, including an old 
man who was very much under the influence of liquor. The minis- 



ter was preaching when the man went in, and was saying something 
in regard to the Jews; and as the old man passed along he chimed 
in, "and gentiles too." No notice was taken of this intrusion, and 
he took his seat on the stairs that led to the floor above. He soon, 
however, began to respond very loudly, not with the word amen, 
but instead the Indian on-in-day. Mr. Woodbury, who was sitting 
near, often making repeated attempts to keep him quiet, took him 
by the coat collar and puUed him up stairs, and the service proceeded 
in an orderly manner. At the close a collection was taken amount- 
ing to $7.50. This was the first Protestant service held in Mus- 
kegon. 

From this time until 1850, ministers here on a visit or other- 
wise, held services, several of whom came at the request of the late 
Eev. Wm. M. Ferry, of Grand Haven. Among them was the Eev. 
Mr. Wheeler, who came a number of times in the winter of 1844-5 
and held services in the boarding house occupied by Mr. Maxim. 
In the spring of 1850 an agreement was made with Eev. Mr. Eey- 
nolds, of the Congregationalist church, who lived at Lamont, to 
preach each alternate Sunday. The services w^ere held in the school 
house, and the arrangement was continued through the summer and 
part of the following winter, he being the* first minister who had a 
regular appointment. Sleighs were unknown in Muskegon in those 
days, but C. Davis had a one-horse sled on which was a wood rack 
which he used occasionally when the snow was deep, in taking the 
ladies to church, accommodating as many as could stand in the rack. 
The first M. E. minister who preached here regularly was Eev. 
Mr. Bennett in 1854-5. 

Eev. J. M. Pratt, of the M. E. church settted in Muskegon as a 
minister in 1856, and soon after began to make arrangements for 
building a church. The Methodist church was commenced in the 
spring of 1857, and was so far advanced that the basement was used 
in the spring of 1858; but it was not fully completed until the spring 
of 1859, when the dedication services were held on the 9th day of 
June, Eev. J. K. GiUett at that time being the pastor. The church, 
including the bell, cost as appears by the report of the building com- 
mittee, $11,600. 

The first resident Congregationalist minister of Muskegon, was 
Eev. Mr. Payson, who settled here in 1857, and remained until 1859. 
In March, 1859, Eev. A. St. Clair located here and began to preach, 
and the Congregational Society was organized soon after. The 
services being held until 1863 in the basement of the M. E. church, 
at the same time the Methodist services were being held in the room 
above. In 1863 the Congregational church w^as built, costing about 
$7,000. 

The original Dutch Eeform church was built in 1859. This 
was a small building, and was sold and removed for a school house. 
The large Dutch Eeform church was built in 1865. 

The Dutch Eeform church on Terrace street was built in 1866. 
The Universalist church was built in 1865. 
The Baptist church was built in 1871. 
The Scandinavian Lutheran church was built in 1865. 
St. Paul's Ejjiscopal church was built in 1873. 
The Danish Lutheran church was built in 1874. 
The first Swedish Lutheran church was built in 1875. This 
was burned in 1881, and the present one built. 

The first Sunday school organized in Muskegon was in 1852, 
by Mrs. E, W. Merrill, Mrs. J. H. Knickerbocker, Mrs. E. Huginin 
and Mrs. Chas. Odell. This was discontinued after a time, and a 
school was organized in 1874 by Fred Bowles, Mrs. Ehzabeth 
Bowles and some others assisting, since which date a Sunday school 
has been continually in existence in Muskegon. The first church 
choir in Muskegon was the one connected with the M. E. church, 
and was organized in 1858. It consisted of Barney Hatch, Wilham 
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Glue, F. F. Bowles, bass; C. W. Davis, tenor; Mrs. C. T. Hills, 
Mrs. G. B. Woodbury, Mrs. G. W. Hungerford, Mrs. B. Eipley, so- 
prano, and Mrs. Delia Lacey, alto. Mrs. Hills was tlie organist, 
using a melodeon that w^as carried to and from the school house on 
each occasion of its use. 

POSTAL FACn:.ITIES. 

The Muskegon post office was established in 1848, and Geo. 
W. Walton appointed postmaster. The post office was kept in the 
old Walton house for several years, when it was removed to the old 
warehouse building, now standing near Chapin & Foss' mill. Here 
it also remained for several years, until John B. Wheeler was ap- 
pointed postmaster, who removed the office to the small building on 
Water street, the second building north of T. Merrill's hvery stable. 
The receipts of the office for the first year amounted to about $36. 
Previous to the organization of the Muskegon post office, the near- 
est office was Grand Haven, where the mail matter for the Muske- 
gon people was received. There was no regular arrangement for 
getting the mail from Grand Haven, and it was brought here by 
persons who might chance to go there, and occasionally an Indian 
or some other person was sent for the mail. During the first few 
years after the post office was established the mail was received from 
Grand Eapids via Eavenna once each week. After a time the mail 
service was increased to three times per week, wnich continued until 
1860, when the Detroit & Milwaukee railroad being completed, a 
daily mail route was established to Ferrysburg. 

THE PEESS. 

There was no newspaper published in Muskegon until the 
spring of 1857, when Chas. Cowan started the Muskegon Journal. 
It was Eepublican in politics, and was published weekly in a room 
in the old Walton house. After a short time Mr. Cowan took in 
Thomas H. Hodder as a partner, and the firm continued the publi- 
cation of the paper until the autumn of the same year, when it was 
discontinued. 

The next newspaper was the Muskegon Reporter, which was 
started in April, 1859, by Fred L. Lee k Co. This w^as also a Ee- 
publican weekly, and was published until October, 1864, when it 
w^as discontinued. August 20, 1864, John Bole started the Muske- 
gon News, w^hich he published a few months and then sold to Wm. 
X. Gardner, who continued the publication until March, 1865, when 
he sold his interest to Ferdinand WeUer. The latter soon after 
bought the press and type of the Reporter office and revived that 
paper, publishing the two papers. After a time they were united 
and known as the News and Reporter. In December, 1869, Geo. 
C. Eice started the Muskegon Chronicle. The Lakeside Weekhj was 
started by Wait & Jndson in 1871, who were succeeded by Chas. S. 
Hilbourn in 1873, who changed its name to Lakeside Register. In 
April, 1877, Mr. WeUer purchased the Lakeside Register and con- 
solidated it Avith the semi-weekly News and Reporter. 

The first Democratic paper started in Muskegon was the Mus- 
kegon Telegraph, which was succeeded by the Muskegon Enterprise 
and Gazette and Bulletin, the latter being discontinued September 
9, 1873. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The first physician who settled in Muskegon was Dr. Chas. P. 
McSherry, in 1849. 

The first attorney was Edwin Potter, in 1857; the second attoi- 
ney was Henry H. Holt, in 1858. The latter was elected prose- 
cuting attorney of Ottawa County, of which Muskegon then formed 
a part, the same year. 

Samuel E. Sanford was elected sheriff of Ottawa County in 
1858. 

E. O'Harrow was general manager in the mill of C. Davis & 



Co. from January, 1854, until January, 1881, a length of time in 
one position not exceeded by that of any person in Muskegon. 

The first banking office in Muskegon was started by Capt. T- 
J. Eand in 1859. He also erected the building, in 1867, now occu- 
pied by the Lumberman's National bank, which was the first brick 
building in Muskegon. 

Muskegon County was organized in the winter of 1859, from 
territory detached from Ottawa County. C. Davis, E. W. Merrill 
and E. W. Morris were very active in securing the passage of the 
act, there being a very decided opposition to the measure. The first 
election of county officers was held on the 4th of April of that year, 
when James H. Lobdell was elected Sheriff, E. H. Wylie, County 
Clerk; J. D. Davis, County Treasurer; C. D. Nelson, Eegistrar of 
Deeds; Jesse D. Pullman, Judge of Probate; Henry H. Holt, 
Prosecuting Attorney, and Edwin Potter, Circuit Court Commis- 
sioner. 

The officers entered on the discharge of the duties of their sev- 
eral offices on the 1st of June following, when the uew county com- 
menced its existence. 

The first meeting of the Board of Supervisors was held in the 
office of Henry H. Holt, on the 18th of July, 1859, when E. W. 
Merrill represented the Township of Muskegon; I. 0. Smith, Nor- 
ton; Nathan Whitney, Casnovia, and Thomas D. Smith, Eavenna. 
E. W. Merrill was elected Chairman of the Board. The first busi- 
ness transacted was detaching a part of Muskegon Township and 
organizing the same into the Township of Egelston. 

The Supervisors of the Townships of White Eiver and Dalton 
refused to meet with the Board, claiming that the organization of 
the county was illegal and void. I. E. Carleton, the Supervisor from 
Oceana Township, was afterwards prosecuted for neglect of official 
duty. A statement of facts was agreed upon and submitted to a 
jury, which found him guilty upon a special verdict; whereupon 
Judge Littlejohn, who was the first judge of the County, imposed a 
small fine. Mr. Carleton then took the case to the Supreme Court 
— as it was understood he would when a decision was rendered — 
which sustained the organization, the court being equally divided. 

The first Eepresentative in the State Legislature from Muske- 
gon w^as Chauncey Davis, who was elected in 1860 and re-elected in 
1862. 

The village of Muskegon was incorporated in 1861, and the 
first election was held in the basement of the M. E. Church, on the 
8th of July of that year, when Lyman G. Mason was elected Pres- 
ident; E. Potter, E. W. Morris, C. P. Bigelow and Thomas Mills, 
Trustees; Eobert McQueen, Eecorder; Luman Hamblin, Marshal; 
C. D. Nelson, Treasurer, and Henry H. Holt, YiUage Attorney. 

An act was passed by the Legislature in 1869 incorporating the 
city of Muskegon, and the first election was held on the 4th day of 
April, 1870. The first officers of the city government were Chaun- 
cey Davis, Mayor; C. C. Chamberlain, Eecorder; A. C. TruesdeU, 
Treasurer; W. P. OdeU and E. O'Harrow, Aldermen of the First 
Ward; J. H. Landreth and Alex. Eodgers, Aldermen of the Second 
Ward, and Chas. Kreig and Dennis Eiordan, Aldermen of the Third 
Ward. 

MUSKEGON HARBOR. 

The harbor at the mouth of Muskegon Eiver and Lake re- 
mained in its natural condition until 1863, when the work of im- 
proving it was begun. Up to this time at the best stage of water 
there was scarcely ever more than six feet on the bar; oftenej: not 
more than four or five feet; and at times, after a strong wind from 
the southwest, the sand would be drifted in so that men have waded 
across. In 1863 a corporation called the Muskegon Harbor Com- 
pany was organized under the provisions of a law of the State, for 
the purpose of improving the channel. This company built a slab 






VT 



4® — *- 



t.iu 



HISTOEY OF MUSKEGON COUNTY. 



65 



pier on each side of the channel, the south pier heing about 1,500 
feet long and the north pier about 500. The first superintendent 
was J. B. Lemieux, and the first scow load of slabs was put into 
position by James Gr. Campbell. Afterwards L. G. Mason was 
superintendent and completed the work done by the company. 
Previous to the building of the piers there was no well defined chan- 
nel, the water of the river spreading in every direction on reaching 
Lake Michigan. As a consequence, whatever there was of a chan- 
nel was very changeable as well as crooked, and even after the piers 
were commenced the water did not flow directly into the lake. To 
obviate this difficulty the superintendent resorted to the somewhat 
novel expedient of boring a channel through the sand. To accom- 
plish this, he chartered the propeller Caldwell to force her way back- 
wards from Lake Michigan into Muskegon Lake, agreeing to pay 
f 1,500 for the job. The revolutions of the wheel cleared away the 
sand so that the propeller continually " advanced backwards," but 
so slowly that the captain at one time was inclined to relinquish his 
undertaking ; but on endeavoring to return into Lake Michigan he 
found that so much of the sand that he had displaced had settled 
behind the propeller that she could not move in that direction, and 
his only course was to go into Muskegon Lake, turn around and 
then bore out again. The result was that the current of the river 
was so strong that it afterward kept the straight channel to Lake 
Michigan open. 

The first hght house, which was built in 1855, was torn away 
in 1871 and the present one erected. 

This company was composed entirely of those interested in the 
Muskegon lumber business, and expended altogether about f 40,000, 
all of which was donated, towards this improvement. 

Congress soon after began to make appropriations for the same 
purpose — the result of all which is that this harbor is undoubtedly 
the best on Lake Michigan, there being at the present time sixteen 
feet of water on the bar. 

The current of the river is so strong that the channel never 
freezes over. Even in the cold winter of 1874 it did not freeze, and 
had it not been for the ice on Lake Michigan vessels could have 
entered at any time and run into Muskegon Lake, a distance of 
nearly a mile. 

CONCLUSION OF ME. HOLt's SKETCH. 

Among those who were born in Muskegon and are still resi 
dents of Muskegon Coimty are: Mrs. John Curry, Mrs. Horatio 
Hovey, James and George Graham, of Muskegon; Mrs. A. G. 
Smith, of Lakeside; S. W. Lasley, .of Montague, and William, 
Augustus, Michael and Joseph Baddeau, of Holton. 



EECORDERS. 



OFFICEES. 

Muskegon was organized as a village in 1861, and on July 8th 
of that year, at its first municipal election, Hon. Lyman G. Mason 
was chosen President, receiving 120 out of 121 votes cast. In 1869 
it received its first charter as a city, which was amended in 1871, 
and subsequently revised in 1875, which revision, as amended in 
1879, is now in force. 

The Village records are incomplete, and the compiler has been 
unable to obtain from any other source an accurate list of the Vil- 
lage Presidents, which it was desired to subjoin. Below will be 
found the names of the Mayors, Eecorders and City Attorneys who 
have held office since the organization of the city : 

MAYORS. 



1870— Chauncey Davis. 
1871— J..s«i»hliel..n«i. 
1872— Chauncf>v Davis. 
1873-HenrF H. Getty. 
1874— t-amuel H. Wagner. 
1875— Wil iam Gme. 
1876— Oliver P. Pillsbury. 



1877 -Oliver P. Pillsbury. 
1878 -Henry H. Holt. 
1879 -H^ury H.Holt. 
1880— Francis Jlroch. 
1881— Francis Jiroch. \ 
1882-NelsonDeLong. 



1870-Charles C. Chamberlain. 
1871— Charles C. Chamberlain. 
1872- George F. Outhwaite. 
1873— *George F. Outhwaite. 
1874— Daniel J. Moriarty. 
1875— Daniel J. Moriarty. 
1876— Daniel J. Moriarty. 

♦Resigned— James G. Campbell appointed to fill vacancy 



1877— Daniel J. Moriarty. 
1878-Frank Wood. 
1879— Frank Wood, 
1880-Edgar W- Thayer. 
1881-Edgar W. Thayer. 
1882— Edgar W. Thayer. 



CITY ATTOENEYS. 



1870— Francis Smith. 
1871— Francis Smith. 
1872— Hiram J. Hoyt. 
1873- William C. Odell. 
1874— James Snow. 
1875— James Snow. 



1876-Henry Slater. 
1877— Francis W. Cook. 
1878— Hiram J. Hoyt. 
1879— Hiram J. Hoyt. 
1880— Andrew B. Allen. 
1881-Andrew B. Allen. 



The officers for 1881 were: Hon. Francis Jiroch, Mayor; 
Aldermen, First Ward, Peter Lansiff and Nils P. Nelson; Second 
Ward, Thomas B. McNiff, who was also President of the Council, 
and Peter Wintermute; Third Ward, Wm. Brinnen and David 
Drinan; Fourth Ward, Gottlieh Ninneman and Peter Doran ; City 
Eecorder, Edgar W. Thayer; City Attorney, Andrew B. Allen; 
Chief Engineer of the Fire Department, Thos. B. Gregory, vice 
James Cavanaugh, resigned; Street Commissioner, N. Holthe vice 
J. B. Smalley, resigned; City Printer, F. Weller; City Physician, 
Dr. 0. C. Williams; Police Justice, W. L. Eyan; Justices of the 
Peace, L. Beardsley, W. L. Eyan, J. E. Jamison, and W. Mc- 
Laughlin; Police Officers, C. Schmidt, Deputy Marshal; Water 
Commissioners, H. Park, President, E. W. Merrill; School In- 
spector, A. Anderson; Directors of the Poor, I. Brandt and J. De 
Haas. 

MUSKEGON CITY IN 1867. 

Had twenty-five large steam saw mills mth annual cut of 
160,000,000 feet. Population 5,000, rapidly increasing. In 1866 
L. G. Mason & Co., built a mill 45 by 136, capable of cutting 16,- 
000,000 feet a season, employing 53 men. 

In 1867 it was still a viEage and its officers were, President, 
Jos. H. Hackley; Clerk, E. H. Wylie; Treasurer, C. H. Hackley; 
Marshal, Dewitt Patterson; Trustees, I. 0. Smith, Joshua Davis, 
E. Potter and H. H. Holt. 

The county officers were: Judge of Probate, E. H. Wylie; 
Clerk and Eegister, H. J. Pemberton; Treasurer, S. C. Hall; Pros. 
Att'y, E. Potter; Circuit Court Com., H. H. Holt; Sheriff, A. B. 
Miner; Surveyor, Adna Egelston. 

The societies were two Masonic Lodges, Nos. 140 and 182; one 
Odd Fellows Lodge, No. 92; one Lodge of I. 0. G. T., No. 358. 

Six churches, Methodist, Eev. W. Book; Congregational, Eev. 
L. Eeed; Universalist, Eev. W. B. Cook; Dutch Eeformed, Eev. 
W. A. Hombolt; Catholic, Eev. H. Eievers, and Episcopal (St. 
Paul's) in Holt's Hall, Eev. Marcus Lane, pastor. 

The Board of Education were: Director, H. H. Holt; Moder- 
ator, W. F. Wood; Assessor, D. McLaughlin; Principal of Union 
School, A. W. Barnes. 

1870. 

The pastors are Eev. J. L. Childs, (Methodist Episcopal), who 
in September was succeeded by Eev. Mr. Hickey; Father Eievers, 
(Catholic); Eev. J. M. Clark, (Episcopal); Eev. L. Eeed, (Congre- 
gational); Eev. W. B. Cook, (Universalist). In all there were five 
churches. There were two Masonic Lodges, Commandery and 
Chapter, also a Lodge of Daughters of Eebecca, Myrtle Lodge 32, 
Mrs. T. Evans, E. S. Muskegon & Ferrysburg E. E. the oDly line 
in the county. The city census was: 1st Ward 1,733, 2d Ward 
2,612, 3d Ward 1,657. Total, 6,002. 

1871. 

In this year A. M. LeClercq is Sheriff, and W. McLaughlin, 
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deputy; J. E. Jamison, Circuit Court Commissioner; D. McLaugh- 
lin, Eegister in Chancery; A. I. Loomis, County School Superin- 
tendent; H. H. Holt, Eepresentative in the Legislature; D. J. Mo- 
riarty, acting Mayor. 

A. G. Blood has the Daily Enterprise, and G. E. Eice the 
Chronicle. 

At this time Pine street was the great business street; what 
Western avenue is now. Going up one side of this street in 1871 
one would note that Kirtland Bros, had at this time a Free Stone 
factory valued at |10,000. L Poppe's meat market in F. Scott's 
building did a business of |16,000 annually, Oles Cotie had a 
blacksmith shop, G. Neumeister had a hotel, J. McMichael a shoe 
shop, Frank Scott had ahquor store doing $50,000 of business an- 
nually, P. Lansiff had a hotel 44 by 100 feet, D. J. Moriarty had 
the Forest City Hotel, G. Simpkins a gun shop, E. Boyce & Son 
a meat market, and on the corner opposite, where the Hofstra 
House now stands, Warren Eoberts had a saloon and restaurant. 
Next up Western avenue we find J. & D. Garvey's wholesale hquor 
store, above which was the office of Dr. McSherry, the oldest phy- 
sician in the city, next came Julius Slater's tobacco store, Thomas 
Hamilton, grocer, in the next building did a business of $70,000 a 
year; next Peter Bradley's tailor shop, then Julius Bernhard's hquor 
store, selhng $20,000 worth a year, N. Steiner's boarding house 
and saloon is set down for $30,000 a year. Crossing Eyerson's 
Creek we find C. Allen keeps the Washington Hotel, Peter Dam does 
a heavy business at his boarding saloon, as also does P. Schnorback. 
A. Peterson has a meat market and restaurant. 

1872. 
Joseph Ireland, Mayor; I. Hilhard, Marshal. The Mayor in 
the latter part of the year was C. Davis. The salt well was being 
tested; National Bank increases its capital from $100,000 to $200,- 
000. Farr Mill burned in August, and shortly before the Beidler 
MiU burned. The loss in the former case, was $90,000, insured 
$40,000. In May W. I. Birge, a book agent, fatally shoots his 
wife, and then shoots himself, so that he died at the court house 
the same day. Germania Lodge I. 0. 0. F. instituted L. Kanitz, 
N. G. 



THE GEEAT FIEE OF 1874. 

On Aug. 1, 1874 the city was visited by the severest affliction 
it has yet experienced, which is still spoken of as the Great Fire. 
We append a full description written at the time for the JSFews and 
Meporter : 

' On Saturday morning between twelve and one o'clock of Au- 
gust 1, 1874, Hart's boot and shoe store on Western avenue was 
discovered to be on fire. A strong west wind was prevailing and in 
a few minutes the fire had leaped the street wrapping Leonard's 
block in a sheet of flame. The fire then rushed down the avenue 
with frightful rapidity, and then upwards and across the town, pass- 
ing over a large area with incredible speed. The fire departments 
were jjromptly on hand, and through their energetic movements 
prevented the fire from destroying another building on the avenue 
above Terrace street, but beat it ofl and away from the more valua- 
ble business and residence portion of the city. In less than one- 
half hour the business blocks between the corners of Western ave- 
nue and Terrace street, and Center street and Terrace to Pine, were 
one sheet of fire, and in less time than it takes to write it, the fire 
had swept across Pine street, lapping up everything in its way, 
until reaching Eyerson, HiUs & Co's miU and office, it was stayed 
in its further progress by the engine and fire appurtenances of that 



mill. During this time the fire fiend had spread itself over the 
blocks between Pine and High streets, devouring everything on 
both sides of the street. 

As soon as the fire was discovered to be beyond the control of 
our marine and city fire departments, the Grand Eapids and White- 
hall companies were telegraphed for, the latter arriving in about 
twenty minutes after the dispatch was sent. They both promptly 
took the positions assigned them, and fought the flames with com- 
mendable coolness and courage, and being assisted by a slight 
change in the wind succeeded in staying the destructive element in 
its further progress towards the best portion of the city. 

It now became apparent to aU that the course adopted by our 
Chief Engineer Cavanaugh and the Aldermen, and so admirably 
carried out by their assistants, in their fierce warfare with the fiend, 
was the best that could possibly have been devised, heading off the 
flames, and gradually drawing the lines closer and closer with the 
most indomitable pluck and perseverance ever exhibited. Our ma- 
rine department rendered invaluable assistance in keeping the reser- 
voirs filled with water for the use of the other engines. The fire 
being under control east of High street, now made a flank move- 
ment and gaUoped off in the direction of the Holland church, on 
Spring street, and northeasterly towards the railroad, where it con- 
tinued burning for some time. 

As near as we can estimate, about 70 business houses, with 
probably two-thirds of their merchandise, are destroyed; also about 
200 residences, besides barns, outbuildings, etc., aggregating a loss 
of from $300, 000 to $500,000, with less than one-third of the 
amount covered by insurance. About 200 families are rendered 
homeless, and one -fourth of the city is laid in ashes. 

The following revised list of business houses destroyed, is, we 
are assured, correct. We wish it understood that these are the 
sustained losses exclusive of the insurance : 



WESTERN AVENUE. 
NAMES. TOTAL LOSS. 

Sibley's drug store $1,500 

Co©per & Co's. liquor store 3.500 

Drs. Tatman &xMePliersoti's... 300 

Jas. Snow's law office 400 

Dr. Donaldson's office 1,200 

Saengerbund hall 4=00 

Leonard's buildings 4,500 

Anthony's cigar store 700 

Gustin's building 1,000 

ThibboUt's clothing store 1,800 

Lenhoff's clothing store *... 2,500 

Potter's law office 500 

Dr. Highwarden's office 150 

Picture gallery 500 

Robert's block 3,500 

Lasser's barber shop 400 

Robert's building 600 

Thomas' grocery 1,500 

Bronson's feed store 4.500 

Thomson's restaurant 1,200 

Jeanots' building 600 

Towl's grocery store 4,500 

Crotty's grocery store 2,500 

Root's saloon 1,000 

Goldman & Wienberg's store. . 5,500 

Robert's buildings.... 1,000 

Garvey's grocery 3,500 

Dr. McSherry's office 500 

Beans' saloon and building .... 600 

Restaurant 500 

Olson's buildings 1.800 

Keek's j ewelry store 500 

Bronson's building and saloon. 2,000 



NAMES. TOTAL 

Shoe store and building 

Saloon and building 

Peek & Co's. dry goods store . . . 

Sawyer's shoe store 

Hart's shoe store 

Two buildings and saloons 

Herbsts' block 

Sibley's office 

Krebb's harness shop 

Martin's grocery , 

Franke's saloon 

Herbst' &Co's clothing store... 
Blake's building and grocery... 

Quinn's drugstore 

Shoe store 

National hotel 

Schnorbach & Co's store 

Saloon and building 

Jacob's clothing store 

Weller & Reul's shoe store 

McNealy' restaurant 

Ba'birnie, undertaker 

Balbirnie's shoe shop 

Bourrett's Academy 

Dudbridge's millinery shop 

Grotes' hair dresser 

Larsen's building 

Sullivan's saloon 

Fitzgerald's bakery 

S hears' boarding house 

Covert & Co's. cigar store 

Perlinsky, furnishing goods 

Hamblin's blacksmith shop 

Parker's store 



LOSS. 

2,800 

1.000 

2,500 

3.000 

3; 800 

1,200 

4,500 

200 

700 

1,800 

300 

2,500 

3,000 

3,000 

2,000 

5,000 

4,000 

800 

1.500 

2,500 

500 

300 

100 

200 

1,000 

400 

800 

400 

300 

300 

400 

3,000 

600 

€00 



TEREACE STREET. 



Stephen Bro's carpenter shop. 500 

Holt's hall 700 

Lakeside printing office 2,500 

O'Harrow's buildings •. 1,000 



Scott's liquor store 3,200 

Boarding house 800 

Whittaker & Co's ; 5,500 
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PINE STKEET. 



Kelly's feed store 600 

Mill's building 2,000 

Bradford s & Go's 400 

Bradford & Go's, building 800 

Grotty'r, blacksmith shop 700 

Nenmeister's hotel and saloon. 3,500 

MeMichaf^l's shoe shop.. 800 

Lanslff's building 1,800 

Forest Gity hous^^, etc 6,500 

Bauman's shoe shop 200 

Fagari's saloon 250 

Boice's market 500 

Kent's bnilding 500 

Luder's saloon 250 

E. Tubby's building 600 



bdeli's drug store 3,000 

Odell's block 1.500 

Jerrold's barber shop 200 

Fleming's grocery 3,000 

Brown's building 1,500 

Haas & Hammer's market 4 500 

Kockling's grocery 3,500 

Haupts' saloon 8no 

Eoberts' building 1,500 

Kempt's boarding house 4,000 

Bodendoerfer's 300 

Krebb's gun shop 400 

Moyer's hotel and saloon 2,500 

8cott*s building and barn 3,500 

Hood & McKay's block 3,000 

Bradford & Go's, feed store 500 

The only thing kriown as to the origin of the fire is the account 
of a colored man who says that on examining the cause of the 
smoke on Western Avenue and Terrace Street, he found a barrel of 
old papers had been set on fire under a stairway, and so rapid was 
the progress' of the flames that he was unable to extinguish them. 
He rushed to procure aid and soon a number of men came to his as- 
sistance, but the northwest wind was so strong that it overpowered 
their efforts. 

Mayor Houseman, of Grand Eapids, and the Mayor of Big 
Eapids, offered to send aid to the sufferers, which was thankfully 
declined; and it may here be noted that although Muskegon has. al- 
ways aided sufferers in the past, such as those of Holland City and 
Chicago, and the Michigan sufferers of 1881, and is ready to do her 
part in the work of charity again, she manfully struggled through 
her calamity of 1874 without outside aid. 

Measures were immediately taken by the city council to enact 
strict fire hmits by-laws, and to appoint special fire guards. The 
council at that time was Aldermen Hetz, Olson, Torrent, McGordon, 
Glue, Bronson and Mason— the Mayor was Major C. Davis, who 
was chairman of the Eehef Committee. 

There were five engines employed at the fire, two belonging to 
the city, one to the Mason Lumber Co., one to Whitehall and one 
to Grand Eapids. 500 feet of hose laid down on Western Avenue 
was burned before water could be pumped into it.. Fifty men were 
delegated to search for secreted plunder and a considerable amount 
was recovered. A large number of thieves were arrested and jailed 
for their kleptomaniac performances. 300 persons came on an ex- 
cursion from Grand Eapids to see the effects of the fire, and visitors 
from other places were numerous. In the same issue of the N'ews 
i; Beporter, in which the fire is described, an account is given of 
the proposed new National Bank Block and Mason's block, and 
/'Messrs. Wood, Newell, Sanford & Co.," are warned that unless they 
'make vigorous exertions "Messrs. Mason, Davis, McEeynolds & Co.," 
will change the business centre to the western part of the town. 

ELECTION, 1874. 

In Oct. 1874, the election excitement ran high, Governor Bag- 
ley, of Wayne Co., being Eepubhcan candidate for Governor, and 
Wm. B. Williams being up for Congressman for Fifth District. 
The Eepubhcan candidates for county offices were : Sheriff, A. P. 
Horton,of Laketon; Prosecuting Attorney, A. T. McEeynolds, Mus- 
kegon; Clerk and Eegistrar, David McLaughlin, of Muskegon; Cir- 
cuit Court Commissioner, J. Emmet Jamison, of Muskegon; Sur- 
veyor, Thos. Smalley, of Muskegon; Coroners, G. J. Moog, White- 
hall; and James Balbirnie, Muskegon; Eepubhcan County Com- 
mittee: 0. B. Curtis, A. C. Ellsworth, Jos. Heald, T. C. Stinson, 
D. M. Laughlin. 

C. D. Nelson, of Muskegon, was nominated for State Senator, 
and C. C. Thompson, Whitehall, as Eepresentative. The elec- 
tions took place on the 5th of Nov. 1874. In Whitehall the Eepub- 



hcan ticket was elected excepting the County Treasurer, with a re- 
duced majority. The amended constitution had 75 votes in its 
favor to 37 against. Charles H. Cook, who was what was called a "Ee- 
form" Candidate for County Treasurer, was elected by a large ma- 
jority. 

The result of the county elections was Nathan Whitney (Eef.) 
was elected to the Legislature by 4 votes over Hon. C. C. Thomp- 
son. C. H. Cook (Eef.) by 635 over E. Stafford (Eep.) for County 
Treasurer. Major Eyan (Eef.) by 429 over A. P. Horton, Eepub- 
hcan, for Sheriff. Cel. McEeynolds by 149 over A. C. Chamber- 
lain for Prosecuting Attorney. D. McLaughlin (Eep.) 325 more 
than D. Upton (Eef.) for Clerk and Eegistrar. Jamison (Eep.) 89 
majority over Carroll (Eef.) for Circuit Court Commissioner. Ee- 
pubhcan Coroners elected by 48 majority. 

1881. 
During this year greater activity was exhibited in the timber bus- 
iness than in any previous year, and this extended to aU classes of 
manufacturers. The Monroe Manufacturing Company, the Car and 
Engine Works, and many other industries are started. Eyerson, 
HiUs & Co. tore down their old mill and rebuilt. Great building 
activity prevailed on every hand. The new city hall, after the ques- 
tion had passed through litigation, was commenced. The Newaygo 
road murder is committed, and the murderer sent to State's 
prison; Neil McKinnon's body found in the lake, Henry Slater's 
body found in the marsh, both affairs being mysterious. There was 
a great fire among the j)iled lumber at the Bay mills, loss 1,500,000 
feet, which was covered by insurance. Mr. Harford retires from 
the Chromde, selling it to McKay & Dana. The great strike of saw 
miU workers takes place, and the military are called on to protect 
the miUs, owing to some difficulty in North Muskegon. 

1882. 

The contest this year was a sharp one, there being two tickets, 
one the "Workingmen's," the other the "Citizens." The former 
were elected by large majorities, mth the exception of Mr. Smalley 
as Supervisor of the 2d Ward, who was on the "Citizens" ticket. 

The following are the majorities given: Mayor, Nelson De- 
Long, 969; Treasurer, Sake A. Hofstra, 981; Eecorder, E. W. 
Thayer, 1,120; Justice of the Peace, (fuUterm), J. E. Hinds, 1,164; 
Justice of the Peace, (to fill vacancy), Allen Mosher, 1,189. 

BTRST WARD. 

Alderman, Wm. Jones, 484; Supervisor, Henry Schroeder, 407. 

SECOND WAKD. 

Alderman, Wm. F. Wiselogel, 196; Supervisor (citizen), John 
B. SmaUey, 14. 

TmED WAED. 

Alderman, Mr. Hughes, 122; Supervisor, John Eyan, 132. 

FOURTH WARD. 

Alderman, Wm. Glue, 265; Supervisor, Dennis Dowling, (on 
both tickets), 379. 

The following are the appointed officers: Chief Fire Dept., P. 
J. Connell; Marshal, John Brown; City Surveyor, John B. Smal- 
ley. Major Wm. L. Eyan was elected Police Justice and Alderman 
Wintermute, President of the Council, 

Mayor DeLong appointed the following standing committees 
for the ensuing year: Finance, Jones, Wintermute and Hnghes; 
Fire, Nelson, Doran and Glue; Gas and Lamp, Glue, Nelson and 
Drinan; Health and Cemetery, Nelson, Doran and Wiselogel; Li- 
cense, Doran, Drinan and Glue; Ordinance, Drinan, Nelson and 
E[uf^hes; Printing, Wiselogel, Wintermute and Jones; Pohce, 
Hughes, Wintermute and Jones; Streets, Wintermute, Wiselogel, 
Drinan and Glue; Water, Glue, Hughes and Wiselogel. 
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' New saw mills are erected increasing the capacity on the lake 
by 15 per cent. A fine salt block is erected by Eyerson, Hills & Co. 
The Chronicle purchases the Journal, and the Evening llail com- 
pany commence. J. Emmet Jamison, Circuit Court Commissioner, 
dies of consumption, and in April Probate Judge Wyhe suddenly 
expires from heart disease. The great strike of the Booming Com- 
pany's men and saw mill men commences about the first of April, 
and is extending into May. Nelson Patterson retires from the Hof- 
stra House, and McCloskey & Stubbins take possession, changing 
it into the "Arlington." 

The city now has a population of 16,000. The villages of 
North Muskegon, Lakeside, Bluffton, and Port Sherman, which are 
all connected with Muskegon by ferry or street railway, have an ag- 
gregate population of 4,000. These places combined have a popu- 
lation of 20,000 persons. 

Among the manufacturing estabhshments located in the above 
mentioned places are : 

Thirty-six sawmills, employing 3,600 hands; Booming Com- 
pany, employing 500 hands; car factory, employing 300 hands; 
railroad shops, employing 200 hands; basket factory, emplo}dng 125 
hands; curtain roller factory, employing 100 hands; kindling and ^ 
hame factory, employing 100 hands; engine shops, 80 hands; boiler * 
works, employing 20 hands ; two box factories, employing 100 hands ; 
two shingle mills, employing 80 hands; five machine shops, employ- 
ing 200 hands; five planing mills, employing 100 hands; two saw 
factories, employing 20 hands. 

Beside these there are a hub factory, a barrel factory, a bed 
spring factory, wagon factories, cigar factories, glue works, two ship 
yards, and many smaller estabhshments. The factories of the city 
give emj)loyment to more than 6,000 men. 

SHIPPING. 

In the year 1879 Muskegon shipped a considerable amount of 
lumber, the total number of arrivals for that year being 3,553, and 
the clearances 3,621. 

Owing to the strike which prevailed, and also the shortness of 
the season, Muskegon was behind hand in her lumber shipments 
and manufacture. 1882 bids fair to be a lively and prosperous one. 
The first vessel to arrive was the schooner Spy, which put in an ap- 
pearance on April 25. For the year 1881 the arrival of schooners, 
propellers, etc., engaged in the lumber traffic from April 25 to No- 
vember 28, were 2,880, of which the following are the monthly 
clearances: April, 56; May, 440; June, 469; July, 464; August, 
494; September, 397; October, 369; November, 191. 

The first boat to leave Muskegon in 1881 was the schooner H. 
B. Moore, which left on April 23. The total number of clearances 
from April 23 to November 28, 1881, was 2,881, and the monthly 
departures were: April, 64; May, 455; June, 470; July, 467; 
August, 391; September, 413; October, 372; November, 186. Be- 
sides these a vast amount has been shipped by rail to the outside 
world. 

MUSKEGON AS A SUMMER RESOBT. 

Nearly every town of any importance along the lake shore 
makes some claim to special advantages as a place of summer resort, 
and, perhaps, more or less justly, for it cannot be denied that in the 
matter of chmate both in summer and winter, and more especially 
in summer, shore towns have a decided advantage over those inland; 
aside from the refreshing lake breezes in summer, many of these 
self-styled summer resorts have httle to recommend them for that 
purpose. There are at almost all times of the day and night re- 
freshing breezes blowing either toward or from Lake Mchigan which, 
in the most sultry days of the year, while life in inland towns is al- 
most unendurable, render existence a pleasure in Muskegon. 



MINERAL SPRING. 

There is in the Hmits of the city and convenient of access to 
the pubhc, as it is on the most pubhc street of the city, a mineral 
spring of constantly flowing water, and which has as many ben- 
eficial properties as the greater part of the more famous springs, 
and with a httle more care and ornamentation it can be made an at- 
tractive as well as beneficial resort. 

FISHING. 

For those who enjoy fishing and who occasionally long for a 
vacation in which to enjoy this fine sport, Muskegon and vicinity 
has many attractions with her three beautiful lakes, Muskegon, Mona 
and Bear. A man can take his fishing tackle and a boat and enjoy 
rich sport in fishing and rowing on any of these lakes, and every 
summer many come to these jjlaces and spend days and weeks in 
angling for the finny denizens of the water, and generally seem well 
pleased with the result. 

The markets are unsurpassed on the western coast of the State, 
and aU the delicacies of the season can be obtained about as early 
as in Chicago, and nearly as cheap, and many things, in fact, 
cheaper. In the summer season there are thousands of bushels of 
strawberries and tons of grapes and other fruits and berries in 
bounteous profusion. 

Convenience of access is one very important requirement in a 
summer resort, and in this respect Muskegon is weU situated. In 
the C. &. W. M. Eailway and the Goodrich line of steamers, there 
is direct connections both by land and by water with other parts of 
the worid, and in a trip of a few hours by either rail or boat, one 
can reach here from either Chicago, Detroit or Milwaukee, and when 
business calls return, the means of conveyance are at hand and 
ample. 

The hotels are well kept and commodious, and afford luxurious 
apartments and advantages to those who visit the city, but the great 
summer resort hotel of the future for Muskegon remains yet to be 
built by some enterprising man. The man who wiU have the enter- 
prise to erect a fine hotel at the mouth of Muskegon harbor on the 
bluff at the south, will in the near future reap a rich reward. This 
location is not only beautiful but affords one of the most dehghtful 
rides to the city imaginable, either by boat or carriage, requiring 
only a few minutes for the trip by boat, and a httle over half an 
hour by carriage. The place for the hotel at Port Sherman is on 
the bluff facing Lake Michigan just as you turn on the beach road 
in going down by caniage. That location would be about thirty 
feet above Lake Michigan, and would afford a magnificent view of 
miles of lake as far as the eye can reach, with a grand stretch of 
beach for surf bathing, and the murmur of the waves to luH one to ^ 
sweet sleep at night. The ground back of this location is aU that 
could possibly be desired. It is broken into httle miniature hills and 
hoUows and is dotted over with trees and bushes forming some of 
the most romantic shady retreats imaginable, and with proper care 
could be beautified tenfold. The rise to the top of the hill is grad- 
ual, and along the outer part of the hiU is a pathway thrown up hke 
a breastwork in places from fifteen to twenty feet above the hiU on 
the inside and inchned some places almost to a perpendicular on the 
outside, so that the whole background of hih and hoUow and trees 
and brushwood is aU that could be desired, and is included in only a 
few acres space. For those who would want bathing, the surf is 
right before them at a distance of only a few rods; for those who 
prefer rowing or fishing the facihties are unsurpassed; and those 
who like riding, driving or walking can find opportunities to their 
heart's content, and when they want something stirring in a business 
way, or desire to attend places of amusement, a short trip brings 
them up to the city; and for those who want to remain quiet and 
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take things easy we think it would be difficult to find any thing more 
beautiful than would be the views from the piazza of a hotel located 
as we have stated. The man who has the enterprise to put up a 
fine hotel at this place properly equipped for the accommodation of 
pleasure seekers will make his fortune. 



MANUFACTUEES. 

There is no city in the Great West that offers better advantages 
and facihties for manufacturing than the Lumber Metropohs of the 
world — Muskegon — with the best natural harbor on Lake Michigan, 
the mouth of which never freezes, giving direct communication by 
water with all the principal ports on the Lakes. The railroad facil- 
ities are constantly increasing, and in direct connection with the 
leading trunk lines of the country — the Michigan Central and 
Southern railroads, with their leased hnes and important connec- 
tions; also the Detroit & Milwaukee. Then the extension of the 
Cincinnati, Wabash & Michigan Railroad will reach the Chicago & 
West Michigan Railroad at Benton Harbor, and Muskegon will ac- 
quire another through route south, especially to Louisville, Ky., 
and intermediate points. It is expected that the extension at both 
ends will be completed within the coming twelve months. In 
short Muskegon has every facility for shipping, either by rail or 
water offered by any point in the country, while ground, rent, and 
fuel are much cheaper than in any metropohs on the continent. 

A city thus located, and with the start in population, commerce 
and manufacturing which has been obtained by Muskegon, cannot 
fail to become a business centre, offering unusual advantages for 
the location of manufactures of a miscellaneous character, but 
especially of articles needed in the west. Every implement or ar- 
ticle into the manufacture of which wood enters will find here a 
most inviting location, and a wide field for their disposition. No 
better point could be found for the location of iron furnaces. 

No city on the great lakes can have a superior location as a 
point for the manufacture and distribution of useful articles, and 
certainly there is none possessing greater commercial advantages 
aside from the great cities. 

THE MUSKEGON CAE AND ENGINE WOKKS. 

These works are situated to the east of the city about a mile 
from the post office, on a dry, sandy tract of forty acres, covered 
with a scrubby growth of smaU oaks, and convenient to the C. & W. 
M. Railway. The story of the inception of the enterprise, and its 
marvellously rapid completion, reminds one of Aladdin's wonderful 
lamp, which required only to be rubbed and a gorgeous palace arose, 
and is a forcible reminder of the rapid strides of human progress in 
this eve of the nineteenth century. The company was organized in 
March, 1881; the buildings were commenced on the first of April; 
the works were in operation on the first of July, and they completed 
$100,000 worth of work in 1881. The Muskegon Car and Engine 
Works consist of a foundry 200x40 feet, a machine shop 200x80 
feet, car shop 200x80 feet, a brick engine room 30x50 feet, a drying 
kiln 70x40 feet, and an elegantly equipped office on two floors 35x 
35 feet. The office and store room are at opposite ends of the 
works, which are symmetrically arranged in a series parallel to the 
railway track, and have side tracks running between them, and in 
some instances into the buildings themselves. Besides these struc- 
tures, which are lofty, well lighted and ventilated, and painted with 
reddish brown fire-proof paint, there is a large lumber yard into 
which side tracks run here and there, and in case of fire the com- 
pany have eighteen hydrants, 600 feet of six-inch pipe, and an im- 
mense steam force pipe with an 18x18 inch-cyhnder. 



The chief stockholders in the enterprise are the Messrs. 
Thayers, the Boston millionaires, and Mr. G. C, KimbaU, and the 
capital stock is $100,000. The officers are G. C. KimbaU Presi- 
dent; Robert Caithness, Vice President; H.Park, Treasurer; F. A. 
Nims, Secretary. 

The officers at the works are R. Booth Superintendent; H. M. 
Perry, Assistant Superintendent and Draughtsman; John B. Mc- 
Laren Storekeeper, and Chas. Conley, Engineer. It. is expected 
when the company gets fully under way that the present buildings 
will be duplicated and the staff trebled. The site was selected on 
account of the central and favorable position of Muskegon, the 
facility of rapid and cheap communication by rail or water, the high 
and dry location of the grounds, and the proximity to the supply of 
lumber in the greatest lumber manufacturing city in the world, the 
only article of import being iron. The company manufactures all 
kinds of freight cars, flat, box and stock cars, steam engines, mill 
gearing and iron store fronts. 

KEPAIR SHOPS OF THE C. & W. M. EAmWAY. 

The works are erected in the northern extremity of the city, in 
the First Ward, and consist of the following large and substantial 
structures : An engine house, commonly known as the " Round 
House," with eighteen stalls for engines; a machine shop 80x150 
feet; car shop 250x72 feet; paint shop 162x50 feet; blacksmith's 
shop 40x70 feet; brass foundry and tinshop 24x40 feet, an oil room 
and a supply store. The works were in 1881, under the efficient 
supervision of Mr. R. Booth, Master Mechanic, under whom were : 
A. D. Sherry, foreman of Round House; Robt. Bloss, foreman of 
machine shop ; J. D. Warner, foreman of freight car repairs ; Frank 
Snyder, foreman of paint shop ; W. H. Waters, foreman of black- 
smith shop; A. D. Smith, foreman of tin shop; John Duffy, store- 
keeper; J. H. Whipple, timekeeper and bookkeeper of mechanical 
department. 

The works are kept in fuU blast and over 150 men are on an 
average employed. 

For the month of August, 1881, which is probably a fair average 
month, the number of men in each department, and their monthly 
pay-roU was: 
Sixty-two machinists and helpers - - - - $2,536.26 

Twenty-four blacksmiths 893.37 

Forty- eight in carpenter shop 2,063.65 

Thirteen in paint shop 608.67 



Total, one hundred and forty-seven men - - . $6,101.95 

Besides this may be reckoned a dozen more employed as wipers. 
The total amount paid out in the single month of August for repair 
shops, engines and bridge men was $15,817.33, so that the annual 
outlay for wages is not far short of $200,000, which vast sum is 
chiefly spent in the city, and does its part in the upbuilding of its 
high financial status. 

The shops were commenced in 1875 and have been added to 
from time to time, two new buildings having been added no later 
than last spring. Their construction was superintended by the 
Master Mechanic, Mr. Booth, who is a thorough master of his art, 
which he first learned in Guelph, Ontario, although a native of New 
York State. He was an old employe of the C. & W. M. Company, 
having been selected for his present post by them seven years ago. 
His experience has been gained in similar works in Chicago, Johet, 
and also three years with Mr. Alexander Rodgers, of this city. He 
has recently been appointed to the Superintendency of the Car and 
Engine Works. 

C. & W. M. General Officees. The offices are located near 
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the upper depot, and the staff is as follows: Geo. C. Khnball, general 
manager; A. M. Nicholls, general freight agent and assistant gen- 
eral superintendent; H. Park, auditor; W. B. Bourn, assistant 
treasurer; G. A. Magoon, paymaster; Geo. McNutt, assistant su- 
perintendent. 

H. Paek, auditor of the Chicago & West Michigan Eailroad 
Company, came to Muskegon in 1875 from Marquette, where he 
was general freight agent of the Pere Marquette road. Mr. Park 
has held his present position since 1874. 

W. B. BouKN, late assistant treasurer of the Chicago & West 
Michigan Eailroad, came to Muskegon from Kansas City in 1876 
and entered at once upon the duties of the office which he has since 
held. Before coming here Mr. Bourn was connected with the Mis- 
souri, Fort Scott & Gulf Kailway Co., and for six years was cashier 
of the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston Eailway Co. In the 
spring of 1882 Mr. Bourn resigned his position in the C. & W. M. 
Eailway Co. 

Tate Stakke, assistant agent at Muskegon of the Chicago & 
West Michigan Eailroad, is a native of Virginia and came to Mus- 
kegon to enter the employ of the above named company in 1879. 
In A-wgust, 1881, he was appointed to the present position. 

C. W. M. Murphy, train master of the Chicago & West Michi- 
gan Eailroad, came to Muskegon in 1871 from New York State and 
for three years was conductor of a passenger train running between 
Muskegon and Big Eapids. Ia 1874 he was appointed train mas- 
ter. Mr. Murphy enhsted in the service at Lyons, N. Y., in 1861, 
as a private in the 98th New York Infantry. In 1863 he was pro- 
moted to 2d lieutenant and 1st lieutenant in 1864. In February, 
1865, ;he received a captain's commission. He served until the 
close of the war in 1865. 

Thomas DeLanty is cashier of the freight department of the 
Chicago & West Michigan Eailroad Company at Muskegon. For 
several years Mr. DeLanty was lumber inspector, and in July, 1881 > 
was appointed to his present position. 

J. B. Warner, foreman of the passenger repair shop, at the 
Chicago & West Michigan Car Works, is a native of New York 
State, and came to Muskegon in 1854. In 1861 he enhsted in the 
service as a member of the 8th Michigan Cavalry. He was taken 
prisoner at the battle of Sun Shine Creek in Georgia, and was held 
a prisoner for seven months. He was promoted to lieutenant and 
was afterward made captain. Was discharged in 1865 and re- 
turned to Marshall, Mich. In 1873 he came to Muskegon and en- 
gaged in carpenter work until 1877, when he entered upon his pres- 
ent position. 

John Duffy came to Muskegon from Hudson, Mich., in 1880, 
and entered the employ of the Chicago & West Michigan Eailroad 
Co., and in August, 1881, was promoted to the position of store 
keeper at the car shops of the company. 

MONROE manufacturing COMPANY. 

The Monroe Manufacturing Company, an institution on ground 
adjoiuing that of the Car and Engine Company, was organized Oc- 
tober, 1880, and its officers are Thomas Monroe, President; F. A. 
Nims, vice President; H. Park, Secretary and Treasurer; M. W. 
Teeple, Superintendent. The office is down town in the Thayer 
Lumber Company's office, and Mr. Teeple, an energetic Canadian, 
has the immediate supervision of the works. The works have been 
in operation since January, 1st 1881, and the pay roU foots up 
to f 1,500 a month, and number of employes about forty. 

The mill is a spacious and substantial structure 82x120, with a 
shed 112x48, engine room 46x32, with a boiler of 100 horse power 
from Bay City, with 20x24 inch stroke, the boilers are three in 
number, wdth two flues each, and are from TurnbuU's Boiler Works 



here. The machinery, which is of the latest and most improved 
pattern, consists of five planers, one large ten inch moulding ma- 
chine, two exhaust fans, and one siding saw. The capacity is 80,000 
feet planed in ten hours, and twenty-five men are employed. The 
land owned by the company is twelve acres, as that amount of land 
will be necessary for their lumber yards, etc. The advantages of 
the site are the same as those enumerated in the case of the Car and 
Engine Co., and the work is chiefly done for other parties. Lum- 
ber when dressed shrinks from one-eighth to one-fourth per cent, 
and consequently saves a corresponding amount in freight, so that 
the company is pressed with orders by parties abroad, who have 
lumber passing Muskegon — whole trains of lumber arrive for dress- 
ing at once. 

There is one machine in the shop, that worked to its fuU capac- 
ity, will plane 40,000 feet of 12 -inch boards in a day, and so ex- 
hausting is the machine in feedmg that a man cannot stand the 
work without relief almost hourly. The works are convenient 
to the railway and 750 feet of side tracks to the yard and buildings 
have already been constructed. They manufacture largely of car 
roofing and car siding, and the prospects of the company are very 
flattering. The institution is a model of neatness and is weU worthy 
a visit. 



WISELOGEL S PLANING MILL. 



The large miU of W. F. Wiselogel is on the comer of Terrace 
and Clay Avenues, and has been established since 1877, has two 
large planers, employs twelve men, and in 1880 did a business of 
112,000, with still more in 1881. The proprietor, Mr. Wiselogel, 
was born in Ohio, enlisted in Co. D, 3d Mich. Inf. in 1862, and 
fought bravely tiU close of hostilities, came to Muskegon in 1869, 
married in 1867 Miss A. D. Dyer, of Albion, Mich. He was elected 
an alderman of the city in 1882. 



WM. JONES & CO. 



have a compact httle planing mill at the foot of Market street, op- 
posite the American Hotel, which was established in 1867. The 
present building was first occupied in 1877, being formerly occupied 
by KeUy & Cavenaugh. Jones & Co. attend promptly to custom 
work, and have an excellent reputation for promptness in filling 
orders. 

MUSKEGON IRON WORKS. 

In 1858 Alexander Eodgers, one of the most enterprising citi- 
zens of Muskegon, and foremost in aU that can develop the city, 
arrived in Muskegon. He is a sturdy son of Auld Scotia, and a 
thoroughly skilled machinist. He soon erected on the lake shore a 
rough looking building 25x50, in which was conducted the entire 
business of engine building, repairing, and foundry work, employ- 
ing but one hand, and that hand himself, in which capacity he filled 
the various occupations of draughtsman, pattern-maker, moulder, 
machinist, engineer, book-keeper, errand boy and general factotum. 
At the end of the year business so increased that more capital was 
needed, and accordingly Adam Patterson 'and Jack Dodge were for 
some time partners. At the end of the third year, owing to a gen- 
eral falling off in business. Dodge withdrew. In 1861 a foundry 
50x70 was erected, with a cupola of 75 cwt. capacity, and the room 
in the old shop was utilized for more lathes and other machinery. 
In 1864 Mr. Eodgers bought out Mr. Patterson's interest, also in- 
creasing his building room and his machinery. This new addition 
was 80x100, three stories high. About this time Mr. Eodgers per- 
fected and patented his "Muskegon Spike Eoller Edger," which has 
supplanted all others. His business has continued to increase so 
that he has now hundreds of workmen. His Tooth Bar Log Tur- 
ner, or "Nigger Head," is a great invention of Mr. Eodgers, and is 
in general use, and besides he owns and operates many other im- 
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provements in saw mill machinery, among which may be mentioned 
Kodgers' Patent Head Block. In 1868 the business was reorgan- 
ized under the name of the " Muskegon Iron Works," with the fol- 
lowing stockholders: Alex Eodgers, Jr., and Adam, John and 
Hugh Eodgers. Alex. Eodgers, Sr., having entrusted the care of 
the works to his sons, is now owner of one of the best appointed 
saw mills on the lake. 

THE FOUNDEY AND IVUCHINE SHOP 

of Joshua Davies, on Western avenue between 4th and 5th streets, 
was estabhshed in 1857, below the present site, and in two years 
after in its present place. In it are done all kinds of foundry work 
and general repairing, employing 15 men with an annual product of 
$40,000. Mr. Davies is a native of Maine, and came to Muskegon 
from Wisconsin in 1859. 

TEMPLE MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

This institution, which is popularly known as the Curtain 
EoUer Factory, is situated to the west of Watson & Co.'s Box Fac- 
tory, not far from the western terminus of Western avenue, and on 
the lake shore. The business was started in Milwaukee in 1869, 
by A. F. Temple and a partner, and in 1871 the former came to 
Grand Haven for material, starting in on his own account for one 
winter. In the spring of 1872, at the solicitation of E. P. Ferry, 
he commenced in Montague with Mr. Ferry as partner, and they 
did a good business, but were burned out twice within six months, 
and Mr. Temple lost all as he had no insurance. Certain enterpris- 
ing men, such as L. G-. Mason, C. Davis, A. Eodgers and others, 
formed a stock company with Mr. Temple as manager, built exten- 
sive buildings, and they are doing a good business. Outside capi- 
tahsts, such as Mr. C. C. Parish, of Chicago, have taken stock, also. 
The officers in 1882 are, A. Eodgers, President; C. C. Parish, Vice 
President; Frank Alberts, Secretary; A. F. Temple, Superintendent 
and Treasurer; and John Tait, F. Alberts, Temple, Eodgers and 
Parish are Directors. They have not declared any dividends as yet, 
although the business is paying, as they prefer to add to working 
capital. The shipment s'average 150 car loads annually, with a pro- 
duct of about f 60,000. The great feature of the institution is that 
the material costs nothing but the hauhng from the mills, as it is 
mainly the refuse or waste material that is worked up. The capi- 
tal is 140,000, of which $27,000 is taken. The factory is 150x62 
feet, warehouse 75x50 feet, eight dry kilns ^extending 100x30 feet. 
They employ 50 to 100 hands; monthly pay roll $2,000 on an av- 
erage. 

MUSKEGON WOOD PACKAGE AND BASKET FACTOEY. 

This institution was^organized Jan. 1st, 1880, with a capital of 
$40,000, and commenced operations the following June. Charles 
S. Davis has been [^the manager ever since the inception, and as 
usual, has made the- institution a success. The officers are, Mr. 
Davis, President; C. T. Hills, Treasurer; and Wm. Chrystal, Sec- 
retary. One of the early difficulties of this institution was to edu- 
cate the workmen to do their special work, but this has been over- 
come, and the dexterity of the young people on the ingenious basket 
machines, specially patented in this factory, is something marvelous. 
One hundred and seventy-five hands, chiefly young boys and girls, 
are employed, and some of the latter make as high as $2 a day. 
The work is all piece work. Baskets of all descriptions are made ; 
also fruit packages, and a specialty is the maple plate for butter, of 
which 25,000,000 are made annually; also 250,000 peach baskets, 
and other work in proportion. A ready market is found for all that 
is produced. 

CHAS. S. DAVIS 

came to Muskegon in 1863, from Boston, and has been largely en- 



gaged in lumbering, having been for years a partner of the Hon. L. 
G. Mason, when they built the Thayer and Blodgett & Byrne Mills, 
and tested for salt. The partnership was dissolved in July, 1881. 
Mr. Davis was also president of the Temple Manufacturing Co., and 
aided largely in developing the resources of the city and county. 

NEW BOX FACTORY. 

Kirke & Co., of Chicago, in the spring of 1882, removed their 
box factory from Grand Eapids to Muskegon, at the same time ma- 
terially increasing its capacity. The new building is situated near 
McGraft & Montgomery's mill. They expect to consume from 
twelve to fourteen million feet of lumber annually. 

W. G. WATSON & co.'s PLANING MILL AND BOX FACTORY. 

About one hundred and twenty-five hands are on an average 
employed, with a'monthly pay roll of $3,000, and in April, 1882, 
one hundred and fifty car loads of boxes and prepared lumber were 
shipped from the Box Factory of W. G. Watson & Co. The men 
are paid by the hour for their time, and the work generally is on the 
ten hour system. 

In October, 1879, the business was commenced by the present 
firm, who are from Burlington, Vt., where they have an old estab- 
hshed business of the same nature. That firm is named Pope & 
Watson, and as they had acquired a large western market, and much 
of their material came from Michigan, they wisely resolved to locate 
another institution here, owing to the excellent facilities for manu- 
facturing at Muskegon. The firm here is styled W. G. Watson & 
Co., and the resident partners are W. G. Watson and 0. M. Field, 
who are both busily engaged at the factory. The other members at 
Burlington are W. and D. G. Crane and E. A. Pope. The foreman 
of the mill is S. Wakefield, also a Vermonter, as are also, many of 
the workmen. 

The mill is a very extensive affair, and is conveniently situated 
on the lake shore, at the foot of Western Avenue, and they have 
extensive yard room to store immense quantities of seasoned lum- 
ber, and to afford room for the two railway switches, one for receiv- 
ing and the other for shipping. The amount of lumber manufac- 
tured is from 20,000,000 to 25,000,000 feet, and nearly 500 car 
loads have been shipped for the first four months of 1882. The 
planing mill is perhaps the largest part of the business, and to show 
the extent of their trade we may mention that they have just 
shipped to Australia via Boston about sixty car loads of select lum- 
ber. Notwithstanding the great amount of cars necessary, the firm 
report that Mr. Kimball, manager of the railway, keeps them well 
supplied. The orders of the firm are always well ahead, and they 
find difficulty in keeping the supply up to the demand. They have 
five planers, two re-sawing machines, one of which is forty-two 
inches, and the other thirty- six inches, a full set of box machinery 
and a power matcher, which is a marvel of machinery ; their engine 
is 150 horse power, and the engine house and boiler house are in 
separate brick buildings. There are three 44-inch two-flue boilers, 
and such are the appliances for extinguishing fire that it is hardly 
possible for a conflagration to do any damage. Over the shavings 
room is a large water feeding tank, for feeding the boilers, and from 
the city water works they can put on four streams if necessary. 

The main building is 200x70 feet, and the mill is the best 
equipped in the State. Their field of operations is very extensive, 
from Kansas City in the west, Louisville in the South, and New 
York and Boston in the east, with all intermediate points. 

The boxes made are of all kinds, from heavy packing boxes, or 
pork packing cases, to those of the lightest kind. The center boards 
for webs of flannel or tweed take many car loads, and even the 
spools for barbed fence wire, made of refuse pieces from 1^ inches 
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wide to fifteen inches long make considerable freight, one firm alone 
taking two or three car loads a month of these. The boxes are 
shipped in a " knock down" state, and are put together when they 
arrive at their destination. 

The company has on the left, as one enters, a large warehouse 
stocked with seasoned lumber for the retail trade, which is largely 
patronized by local builders. 

In short this is an institution which is destined to grow with 
the growth of the city, and being under goo 1 management, with 
ample capital, its success is assured. 

BARCUS BROTHERS, 

manufacturers of ^circular saws, Muskegon, is one of the most en- 
terprising firms in the city. The present firm is composed of five 
brothers, all of whom give their personal attention to the business, 
which was started in 1876 by 0. P. Barcus, who was succeeded by 
the present firm in 1879. In the summer of 1881 their factory was 
destroyed by fire, but they at once rebuilt a much more substantial 
building on a larger scale, and in a short time were again in full 
operation. 

THE MUSKEGON BREWING COMPANY 

is one of the largest business institutions in Muskegon, and has 
been in operation since 1875. The large and magnificent buildings 
now in use were built between the years'^ 1876 and 1881. The 
present capacity is 8,000 barrels a year, and almost the entire pro- 
duct is sold at home. The company is composed of three enter- 
prising Germans, Gottlieb Ninneman, Otto Meeske and G. M. 
Meeske. 

Gottlieb Ninneman came to this country in 1854. In 1877 he 
removed to Muskegon, being already a member of the above named 
company. Mr. Ninneman has been a member of the city council, 
and has always taken a lively interest in pubhc affairs. 

Otto Meeske came to this country in 1871. He spent a few 
years in Milwaukee, where he was connected with a brewery, and in 
1876 came to Muskegon, and has since devoted himself to the in- 
terests of the company. He spent the Summer of 1881 in his 
native country. 

Gustav Meeske came to this country in 1872, and located in 
Milwaukee, where his brother. Otto Meeske, was already living. 
He remained there until the Muskegon Brewing Company was 
organized, when he came here to assist in the management of its 
affairs. 

THE NOVELTY IRON WORKS 

corporation, known as the Muskegon Novelty Iron Works, was 
organized October 1, 1881, with a capital stock of $10,000. The 
works are in the building formerly occupied as a wagon shop on 
Terrace street, by Mr. D. W. Henderson, and it manufactures 
machinery and tools on a large scale. The officers of the corpora- 
tion are: President, D. W. Henderson; Vice President, Amasa 
Harvey; Secretary and Treasurer, A. W. Chamberlain; Superin- 
tendent, Eobert Wier. 

THE PINE STREET MARBLE WORKS, 

were opened by McSorley & Eaton in the Fall of 1877, and on 
December 29th, 1881, the business was purchased by the latter 
partner, who keeps a full stock of granite, and of Italian and Amer- 
ican marbles, head stones, posts, curbing and building stone. The 
chief portion of the best monuments and tombstones for the past 
years set up in the cemetery has been from these works. 

TRUESDELL, LANGE & CO., 

purchased the business of Jacob Hetz & Co., Aug, 29, 1881, Mr. 
Truesdell having been nine years with Hetz, who commenced busi- 
ness in 1866. Mr. Truesdell came to Muskegon in 1867, Mr. 



Lange three years later. The business is on Western Avenue near 
the National Bank, and is the largest estabhshment in the county, 
in the 'line of furniture, carpets, crockery, and house furnishing. 
The firm have the highest reputation for fair dealing, and for being 
satisfied with moderate profits. 

THE OMNIBUS LINE 

is in the hands of S. B. Morse, corner of Western Avenue and First 
Street. The business consists of a line of omnibusses, hacks and 
baggage wagons, and was established by Morse & Sharp in 1872, 
but after four years the latter retired and the former has had sole 
control. He has at present ten horses, one omnibus, two carriages 
and baggage wagons. Before the consohdation of the railways a 
double line of omnibusses was necessary. Mr. Morse is a native of 
New York State and came to Muskegon in 1866. 



HAEDWAEE. 

The amount of business done by tliis trade is very large and 
increasing. The earliest in the business were Dennis Smith and 
P. L. Piper the former of whom is still in business, the latter de- 
ceased. It was about seventeen years ago since Dennis Smith 
started on the corner where the Hofstra House now" stands. He 
had a hardware store and also a dry goods store. The third in the 
same block of stores was a drug store, kept by W. D. Odell, now 
deceased and one of the oldest settlers, being alderman for years. 
He owned the Hofstra lot. This block was burned in the great fire 
of 1874. Dennis Smith is now on Western Avenue in his own 
block, next to the Lumberman's Bank. 

The next hardware firm was Emlaw & Landreth. The former 
is now of Grand Haven, the latter owns the Landreth block. E. 
B. Mather purchased the business and still carries it on in his own 
block next to the Landreth block. 

Next came in 1873 Messrs. Merrill & Hovey, 107 Western Ave- 
nue, w4io are since 1876 Powell & Hovey, who have an immense 
stock of hardware, heavy and shelf goods, miU supplies, &c., and 
do a large trade in builder's hardware, and also keep a full line of 
stoves. It takes considerable room to contain the stock, as it fills 
up the store, basement, and two upper stories, all of a depth of 115 
feet. Value of the stock averages $15,000. Mr. Hovey is son-in- 
law of E. W. Merrill, and came to this city in 1865. 

The same year as the former business commenced — 1873 — J. 
Yanderwerp & Son started on Pine Street near the Court House, 
but since Jan. 1, 1881, J. Vanderwerp Jr., and Henry Langland 
have taken the business, keeping a full line of general hardware, 
stoves, house furnishing goods, &c. The business is under the im- 
mediate supervision of Mr. Langland, the grocery estabhshment 
next door occupying the attention of Mr. Vanderwerp. They have 
just opened a branch hardware store on Western Avenue. 

Next in 1875 Mr. John A. Miller, on Western Avenue, near 
Pine Street, commenced business for himself, and carries a fine 
stock. Mr. Miller was born in Chicago in 1815, learned the hard- 
ware business with Thomas George & Co., of that city, was sent 
out by Mr. Landreth, then of Chicago, to take charge of a branch 
business in Muskegon, the firm being Landreth & Hubbard, who 
sold out to Mr. Mather, who still runs the old business. Mr. Miller 
started for himself in 1875 in hardware, stoves, tinware, sheet iron 
and copper work, carrying $12,000 stock. Mr. Miller married Miss 
Isabella Galbraith, and has three children. 

The latest firm, starting in 1880, is the Muskegon Hardware 
Co., John Torrent, President; Capt. A. A. Wood, Manager; and 
George Selkirk also has an interest in it. Their store is in Tor- 
rent's block, next to tte National Bank. They do a large business. 
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SOCIETIES. 
The city is provided with the usual quota of societies of a secret 
or benevolent character. 

MASONIC. 

The Masonic order is in a flourishing condition, and numbers 
among it members many of the best and most ^jrominent citizens. 
The haU is in Landreth's block and is superbly fitted up, being 25xG0 
with 17 feet ceiling. The walls are adorned with fine pictures, aiid 
the furniture and carpets are in keeping. 

The oldest lodge is Muskegon Lodge, No. 140, chartered Jan. 
16. 1863, and Lovell Moore Lodge, No. 182, was the second lodge, 
chartered June 11, 1866. 

Muskegon Chaptee, No. 47, was chartered Jan. 8, 1867. 

Muskegon Commandery, No. 22, Knight Templars, was estab- 
hshed June 3, 1868. 

There is also an encampment known as the Davis Encamp- 
xMent, No. 47, of which W. Smith is C. P., Thos. Miller, H. P.; 
and W. F. Wiselogel, Scribe. 

ODD fellows. 

This order has a fine hall in Baker's Block, on Western Ave- 
nue, and is in a prosperous condition. The lodges are: Muskegon 
Lodge, No. 92, the present N. G. is W. W. Owen; Thos. Miller, 
V. G. ; W. H. Miller, Eecording Secretary; Trustees, Major C. 
Davis, W. Patten and W. Smith. The other lodge is Germania 
Lodge. No. 179, W. Koteiman, N. G.; G. Schwegen, V. G.; A. 
Meyer, Eecording Secretary. 

the knights of PYTHIAS 

was organized by John E. Bennett, April 5, 1876, and is a flour- 
ishing order of a benevolent nature. Their hall is on the southwest 
corner of Terrace Street and Western Avenue. The lodges are 
Muskegon Lodge, No. 32, K. of P., chartered 1877, and Division, 
No. 2. 

THE TEMPERANCE REFORM ASSOCIATION 

has already been alluded to. It was organized March 4, 1877, and 
has numbered over 1,000 members. Its club rooms are in the 
Opera House Block, and there was established in 1877 in connec- 
tion a free reading room. 

Among the other societies are the Eoyal Arcanum, meeting in 
Germania Hall semi-monthly ; and the St. Jean Baptiste Society, 
a French benevolent society. 

For the past eight years there has existed a society called Sons 
OF Erin, of which Major Eyan was for years President. 

Delanty Branch of the Land League has for its President 
Jas. McCarthy; Treasurer, Major Eyan. 

Knights of Honor organized Sept. 18, 1878, meet in a hall 
over Baker's store; and there are also the Muskegon Turnverein, 
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, the Young Men's 
Christian Association, and several other societies. 

holt's museum. 
Among the sights of Muskegon may properly be classed the 
fine museum of curiosities collected by Gov. Holt, containing many 
valuable and ancient relics. Mr. Holt ha^ traveled extensively and 
possesses a fine taste for art and antiquity, and has expended a 
large amount of money in securing the curiosities. 

THE churches. 

The city is well supplied with places of worship, and although 
they are mainly wooden structures, and not remarkable for their 
external architectural beauty, they are sufficiently commodious to 
supply the necessities of the city. 

The churches may be enumerated as follows : The Methodist 



Episcopal, on Clay avenue and Jefferson street, pastor Eev. Mr. 
Miller; the St. Mary's Eoman Catholic, on Clay avenue and First 
street, on land purchased twenty-eight years ago, resident priest, 
Eev. Father Van Pamel; Congregational, on Clay avenue and First 
street, pastor, Eev. Mr. Farifield; Universahst (without a pastor), 
on Clay avenue and Third street; Baptist, Eev. Mr. Hill, pastor, on 
Clay avenue and Second street; Episcopal, rector, Eev. Mr. Whit- 
marsh, on Jefferson street and Webster avenue; Eeformed (Hol- 
land) church on Spring street, Eev. Jacob Van der Meulen, pastor; 
Norwegian Lutheran, on Yuba street, Eev. Abel Anderson; Danish 
Lutheran, on Peck street, Eev. Mr. Kjolhede. The People's Church 
meets in the Opera House Sunday evenings to hsten to the lectures 
of the Eev. W. W. Fellows, formerly rector of the Episcopal church. 
There has just been completed on Terrace street a new Holland 
church 50x90, veneered brick, cost |7,000. A new Swedish 
church has just been completed on Eighth street and Houston ave- 
nue, 80x66, cost over |3,000. The French Catholics and the 
German Cathohcs are making preparations to build church edifices, 
the latter on Monroe avenue and Fifth street. The German Lu- 
therans meet in the Danish church, but have laid the foundations 
for a clmrch on Pine and Diana streets. As to early history and 
organization of the churches we refer to the carefully prepared 
sketch of Governor Holt. 



PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND BUSINESS BLOCKS. 

We present illustrations of the Court House, Central school, 
W^ateiworks, Opera House, Mason's, Landreth's, Bolza & 
Merrill's, Mann & Pierce's, and National Bank Blocks, from which 
will be gained a fair idea of the magnificent buildings erected by 
the public spirit and energy of the citizens. Besides these buildings 
we may add that the city has a new and elaborate City HaU, Post- 
office, two fine hotel buildings and many private blocks. 



CITY HALL. 

The idea of a City Hall of a style commensurate with the 
growing city had been mooted for several years, but nothing definite 
was done until it was recommended in Mayor Jiroch's inaugural in 
the spring of 1881. On which a building committee with the 
Mayor as chairman, and Aldermen McNiff, Brinen and Lansiff as 
members was appointed; and on advertising for plans, which were 
received from Mr. Hutchins, of Grand Eapids, and adopted, 
Alderman John Grady, of the same city, was selected as contractor. 
The mason work was by P. J. ConneU, of Muskegon. The cost 
wiU be about $20,000. The building, which is an elegant and sub- 
stantial one, is on the corner of Clay avenue and Jefferson street. 
There were some who objected to the action of the Council in 
building without submitting the question to a popular vote, and 
proceedings in law were instituted, which however resulted in a vic- 
tory for the Council. 

The new City Hall is an elegant building of two stories, of 14 
and 18 feet respectively, and is 64 by 67 feet. There is an addition 
at the rear for the Firemen's Hall 64 by 72 feet, also two stories 
which has a pubhc hall above 61 by 25 feet, also sleeping apartments 
for the firemen. 

The main building contains rooms for Police Court, 23 by 29; 
Marshal's office, 15 by 20; Clerk's, 25 by 81; Clerk's private office, 
16 by 25; Water Commissioner's office, 13 by 25; also two vaults. 
On the second floor is the Council Chamber, 44 by45|-; Committee 
rooms, 13 by 13 and 18 by 24; Hat room, 5 by 13; City Surveyor, 
16 by 32; corridor 16 by 29, and a vault. 
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The Fire Department have room for hose carts, supply room, 
sitting room, hose tower, bath rooms, etc. 

The Bell tower is 127 feet high— and Hose tower 70 feet. The 
building is of brick. 

The comer stone for the new city building was laid in Decem- 
ber, 1881, in the presence of Mayor Jiroch and the Building Com- 
mittee, the City Attorney, Chief Gregory, with other officials and 
quite a number of citizens. The copper box placed in the stone 
contained three copies of the JVews-Hejwrtei^, one with the decision 
of the Supreme Court, another with a review of the city building 
case, and the last issue ; also a copy of the Chronicle smd Journal 
each, the Mayor's photograph, with a card of the Occidental, Wm. 



in the present system of waterworks at an expense of about |160,- 
000, and work was immediately begun and prosecuted with vigor. 
The 1160,000 referred to as cost includes the cost of buildings, 
weU, well-house, reservoir, water mains, hydrants and real estate. 
The water supply is excellent and abundant, coming from a self- 
supplying reservoir of 10,000,000 gallons, and is almost as pure as 
spring water during the greater part of the year. The Pump House, 
which is shown in the illustration below, is an excellent building of 
brick and was built expressly for the purpose for which it is used 
and is, consequently, well adapted to it. 

The water works are popular with the pubhc and are every year 
growing more in favor and it is probable that in the near future a 
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B. Jones & Son, Thos. B. Gregory, Bennett's donation, A. C. Smith, 
a copy of the city ordinances, and other articles. The inscription 
facing Clay Avenue is : 

"Erected A. D. 1881." Facing on Jefferson Street: "Building 
Committee, F. Jiroch, Chairman, P. Lansiff, T. B. McNiff, Wm. 
Brinen, G. Ninneman." 



MUSKEGON CITY WATEE WOEKS. 

After the great fire of 1874 which swept away a large part of 
the city in a few hours the people of Muskegon felt fully the imper- 
ative necessity of an efficient system of water works that by making 
water everywhere accessible in sufficient quantities should make the 
recurrence of such a disaster impossible. Accordingly bonds were 
issued and in September, 1874, preparations were made for putting 



more abundant supply must be brought into requisition if the con- 
sumption continues to increase; and there are ample resources for 
an increased supply near at hand. 



MUSKEGON^ COUNTY COUET HOUSE. 

The city of Muskegon has one of the largest court houses in 
the State. It was built at the expense of the county in 1869. It 
is a brick structure with stone pillars in front of the main entrance 
and surmounted by a tower. It has a basement constructed of sohd 
stone walls several feet in thickness. This portion of the building 
was designed and is used for a jail and residence of the jailer. It 
has all the appliances and appointments for making it convenient and 
efficient for this purpose. Twelve years of experience have shown it to 
have answered its purpose admirably. The first floor contains a 
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large hall extending through the entire building from the front to 
the rear entrance. On either side of the hall are situated the county 
offices, all of them large and spacious rooms, well lighted and finely 
furnished. Three of them are furnished with large fire-proof vaults 
for the protection of pubhc records. From the hall there is a broad 
stairway leading to the court room, reaching it by two flights of steps 
from the first landing, one turning to the right and the other to the 
left, reaching each entrance of the court room at the upper landing. 
The court room itself is a very large room capable of accommodat- 
ing an audience of a thousand or more people. It is elegantly fin- 



stairway leading to the tower; from which the entire city, Muskegon 
Lake and the adjacent country for many mHes around can be seen, 
presenting a view for variety and beauty unequaled in the State! 
Surrounding the court house is a beautiful park of three or four 
acres in extent, fiUed with the choicest variety of native shade trees 
tastefully arranged to form arbors and promenades. The fine and 
imposing appearance of the court house itself, surrounded by its 
elegant grounds, forms one of the chief objects of interest in the city. 
The bar of Muskegon will compare favorably in point of abihty 
and number with any in the State in cities of the same size. 




MUSKEGON OOXJINITY COURT HOUSE. 



ished, and the ceiling and walls are ornamented with fresco work. 
The Judge's seat is an elevated platform some three feet from the 
floor, having a front elaborately constructed with pillars, panel work, 
mouldings, etc., and built up to a height convenient for a writing 
desk, and is used for that purpose during sessions of court. Imme- 
diately in front is the Clerk's desk, and in front of this is for the 
use of the bar is an enclosure in form of a half circle some forty 
feet in diameter, made of rail and balusters. On the right and left 
of the Judge's seat are constructed elevated platforms to be seated 
with chairs for the use of juries. Opposite the Judge's seat on the 
other side of the room is a gaUery capable of seating two or three 
hundred peeople. Under the gallery is a suite of rooms to be used 
in connection with the court room as a place for juries to retire and 
dehberate, and also for the use of witnesses. From the gaUery is a 



THE PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

For school purposes the city is divided into six districts or wards. 
In the center of the city is located the handsome Union School 
Building, consisting of three stories and a basement. It is in many 
respects a model building, and the pride of the citizens of Muske- 
gon. In the basement are rooms for the janitor's family, a boiler 
room with wood- shed attached, a laboratory, and, on each side of 
the haU, a play room ; one for the boys and the other for the girls, 
adjoining each of which are the water closets. On the first floor is 
the Superintendent's office, the Library, the High School Eoom, with 
a recitation|room and three rooms for primary schools. On the sec- 
ond floor are five rooms for the grammar schools and one for the 
fourth primary. , On the third floor is a large hall, provided with an 



i^i 



^ 



M 



liL 



66 



HISTOEY OF MUSKEGON COUNTY. 



ample stage and several dressing rooms. The hall is capable of 
seating at least 1,000 persons. It is used only for school purposes. 
In it are held the Commencement Exercises, exhibitions, lectures, 
concerts, etc., given under the auspices of the school. The building 
is heated by steam, and is kept at a comfortable temperature the 
year round. The building is also provided with gas and water 
throughout. The precautions against fire are perfect. In the tower 
is a fine clock, which gives to the city meridian time.^ The building 



THE OCCIDENTAL HOTEL, 

which takes first rank among the hotels of Muskegon, is a large 
four- story wooden structure, on the corner of Third street and 
Western avenue. The older or front portion was erected by Jona- 
athan Boyce, and L. G. Mason built an addition in 1867. Mr. N. 
A. Barney & Son took it in 1869, and made a large addition, and it 
is now 132 feet long and 78 feet wide, with 107 bed rooms and an 




PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING. 
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is of brick with stone foundation and facings. The original cost 

was about 1 55,000. 

In what is known as the Third Ward is a substantial brick 
building containing five rooms. This building is heated by a Rut- 
tan furnace. The remaining four buildings are frame, each contain- 
ing two rooms. They are so distributed throughout the city as to 
.accommodate the small children. 

For several years the efficient Superintendent has been Mr. C 
L. Houseman, and the Board of Education for 1881 was: C. D. 
Nelson, President;* D. McLaughlin, Secretary; H. H. Getty, W. 
M<jKiIlip, R. E. Bunker, and F. A. Nims. 

The number of pupils enrolled is nearly 2,000, and the teach- 
ers number over thirty. 



elegant dining room 29x106 feet. It has no bar, and has a large 
run of commercial and first-class travel. In summer it is always 
overflowing with patrons. Mr. N. A. Barney was born in Chau- 
tauqua Co., N. Y., 1827, and in 1831 his father came to Battle 
Creek and erected the first house there. 



THE ARLINGTON HOTEL 



is the new name of what was the Hofstra House. The new proprie- 
tors, Messrs. McCoskey & Stubbins, have thoroughly overhauled and 
refitted the place, so as to make it first-class in every respect. 
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MANN & PIERCE. 

This house is the oldest estaWished clothing "emporium in the 
city, having heen estabhshed in April of 1875. The firm consists 
of Charles B. Mann, a gentleman well and favorably known, and 
E. S. Pierce, of Grand Kapids, Mich., well known in the Valley City 
as the clothier prince, and there carrying the largest stock in cloth- 
ing west of Detroit. Their store (as shown in the engraving) is 
centrally located on Western avenue, within a block of the post 
office, and their sales-room is 32x90 feet all in one room, the space 
being closely filled with counters, show cases and tables piled high 
with ready-made clothing of all kinds, grades and styles, together 
with cloths in all of the staple and fashionable patterns to manu- 



The second floor is occupied ;as follows: Henry H. Holt's law 
offices are in Nos. 1, 7 and 8; Mann & Pierce have their tailor shops 
and work rooms in Nos. 2 and 3; W. Fletcher uses No. 4 for a 
sleeping room; Holt's museum is in No. 5; Levi Beardsleys's Jus- 
tice of the Peace office is in No. 6. This block, although not a 
particularly showy building, is well built, having first class plate 
glass windows and being weU and centraUy located. Every room 
has been occupied from the first. 



THE HOFSTEA BLOCK 

is an elegant three-story brick structure, on Western avenue and 




HOLT'S BLOCK. 



facture to order. In manufacturing clothing to order numerous 
hands are employed, enabhng the firm to turn out suits of clothing 
on short notice. As the business of Muskegon is largely the manu- 
facture of lumber, necessitating from its handling in getting out the 
logs in the woods in winter, in their being run'down the river, rafted 
to and sawed up in the mills in summer, the *wear and tear' of 
quantities of clothing, bedding, blankets," mittens, etc., this firm 
keeps in stock and are prepared to furnish these goods in quantities 
to lumbermen at jobbers' prices. 



HOLT S BLOCK. 



Holt's Block was built in the Spring of 1877 by the owner, 
Henry H. Holt, occupying lot 3 of block 66 of the city of Muske- 
gon, and having a frontage of sixty- six feet on Western Avenue. 
Mann & Pierce occupy the double store. No. Ill Western Avenue, 
of the main floor for their clothing, tobacco and cigar store, and 
Wm. Keck occupies No. 115 Western Avenue for his jewelry store. 



Pine street, built in 1875, by S. A. Hofstra, and occupied by Arling- 
ton House, late the Hofstra House, and by Hofstra's grocery. The 
contractor was the late Wm. Lee, the architect Mr. VanZaUinger. 
Mr. Hofstra was born in Holland in 1830, came out in 1858, was 
many years in Grand Kapids in bakery business, and has by careful 
industry secured quite a competence. He was elected City Treas- 
urer by a large majority in 1882. 



TEMPERANCE EEFORM OPERA HOUSE. 

The Opera House building — the real name being Temperance 
Hall — is the proud result of a stock company which came to organ- 
ize in the following way : Muskegon being a lumbering and pioneer 
town, naturally regarded its morals less than its money, and intem- 
perance became a fearful scourge to the people. In the beginning 
of the year 1877 the wave of temperance revival struck Muskegon 
with great force under the leadership of one Dr. Eeynolds, himself 
a reformed man and an eloquent apostle. This man, filled with the 
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zeal of his own "new birth," aroused the city and surrounding 
country to a sense of their condition and dreadful threatening. 
Such crowds assembled and such interest was excited that the need 
of some regular and free place for meetings was soon developed. 
Temperance was the thought and prayer and action of the hour. 
Wives and sisters added their organizations and labors to the new 
and passionate interest. Temperance was business. 

In March of the same year a meeting of the Temperance Ee- 
form Association was called to organize the above stock company. 
Between four and five hundred takers were readily found. Each 
share was five dollars. The highest taken was for fifty shares. 
The motive was not speculation, but reform. 

Among the first officers of the Association occur the names of 
I. 0. Smith, C. C. BiUinghurst, Chas. H. Hackley, Dr. W, B. Mor- 
rison, Patrick A. Ducey, David McLaughlin and others. The clergy 
were all e^hsted— till, indeed, rehgion and temperance were lost 
each in the other, temperance rather taking the lead for the time. 



In the Spring of 1882, after creating quite a revival in White- 
hall, Mr. Woodford, a lecturer from lUinois, came down to Muske- 
gon and succeeded in doing the same in Muskegon. 

The Reform Club, in December, 1881, elected the following 
officers : 

President, A. G. Jepson; First Vice President, J. T. McComb; 
Second Vice President, W. B. Kieft; Third Vice President, P. J. 
Connolly; Recording Secretary, P. J. ConneU; Financial Secretary, 
D. A. Wicks; Treasurer, M. F. Reed; Steward, Wm. Moulton; 
Marshal, John Curray; Sergeant-at-Arms, Thomas Millen. 



mason's block, 
of which we insert a fine illustration, is situated on West- 
ern Avenue, Muskegon's main thoroughfare, and First Street, hav- 
ing a frontage of 132 feet on each. It was erected in 1875-6, and 
is the most notable, as it is the most central, business structure in 




MASON'S BLOCK. 



THE OPERA HOUSE BUILDING. 

This building is of solid brick, sixty-six by one Lunired and 
thirty-two feet. The time of erection was one year and a half. It 
is situated in the center of the city on Western Avenue, the main 
business street. Its Opera Hall is its chief beauty, being one of 
the finest in the State of Michigan. Its seating is in amphitheater 
style, and accommodates comfortably one thousand persons. It is 
in much use bythe best troupes traveling, the Muskegon commun- 
ity being much given in these latter days to amusement and culture. 
The ceihng of this room is handsomely frescoed and decorated with 
life-size figures of historic import. The stage is furnished with ex- 
cellent shifting scenery, the front curtain showing an immense and 
striking painting representing life in its reckless voyage. The room 
is brilliantly illuminated with gas, which is lighted by an electrical 
apparatus, and contains two galleries. 

There has been organized since 1876 a Women's Christian 
Temperance Union, Mrs. A. P. Miner being the first President. 

In 1881 a lodge of the Independent Order of Good Templars 
was organized, and the first Worthy Chief was Patrick Connell, who 
is also Chief Templar of the district. 



the city. The material is a beautiful cream-tinted brick, with cut 
stone trimmings, the show windows being of heavy plate glass. It 
is a thoroughly built and modern improved affair, and its stores and 
offices are occupied by the leading firms in representative Mnes of 
trade, and by prominent attorneys, physicians, insurance agencies, 
etc. The Western Union Telegraph Office, United States Signal Ser- 
vice Station, United States Custom House and Muskegon Telephone 
Exchange are included among the tenants of this fine block. "Mason's 
Hall," having a seating capacity of 600, is a weU-arranged and ac- 
cessible auditorium, occupying the eastern portion of the third 
floor. The hall is well equipped with an excellent stage, scenery, 
foot-hghts, etc., and like the entire building, is Hghted with gas. 



J. H. LANDKETH S BLOCK. 

The above named gentleman came to Muskegon in 1867, estab- 
lishing in connection with George Hubbard their extensive hard- 
ware house of Landreth & Hubbard, which was located on the cor- 
ner where now stinds the three story brick building now known as 
the Landreth Block. Owing to the continued iU health of Mr. 
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Landreth, who was business manager, and after a* prosperous busi- 
ness of three years, the firm closed out their goods to E. B. Mather. 
The building is 45x100 ft., three stories high above a fine basement. 
The second floor is fitted for and is occupied by offices of lawyers, 
doctors, etc. The third floor was leased for ten years to the Masonic 
fraternity, which body have fitted it up sumptuously and made it 
one of the finest society halls in Michigan. In Landreth's block, 
among other extensive business establishments , is that of D. & M. 
Hirschfield's 

people's CLOTmNG HOUSE, 

which was established March, 1878. This firm deals in gents' fur- 
nisl|ings, hats, caps, and all the goods usually kept in that hne. 
They keep a large stock and do a good trade. They have three 



The block is located on Western Avenue between First and Jeffer- 
son streets and is an ornament to its locality. 



MUSKEGON NATIONAL BANK BLOCK. 

We present on page 73 a fine illustration of this block, the finest 
in the city, erected at a cost of over $60,000. It is situated on the 
corner of Western Avenue and First street. The history of the 
bank will be found on page 3o. 



MUSKEGON'S FIEST MAYOE. 

Hon. Chauncey Davis. The subject of this sketch was born in 
Jefferson County, N. Y., March 15, 1812, of Enghsh parentage, his 




LANDRETH'S BLOCK. 



branch establishments, viz: at Eau Claire, Wis., Cold water, Mich., 
and at Muskegon, with wholesale manufacturing depot at Bufialo, N. 
Y. M. Hirschfield is a cousin of the senior member of the firm, and 
came in 1881. 



MERRILL & BOLZA S BLOCK. 

The fine business block shown in the illustration below is the 
property of E. W. Merrill and A. Bolza and was erected in 1872-3, 
at a cost, including the lot, of about $18,000.. It is a substantial 
brick- building and has a frontage of forty-four feet and is eighty- 
five feet deep and three stories high. The two store rooms on the 
first floor are commodious and well lighted, and are occupied, the 
one on the right by A. Bolza for his jewelry and book store, and 
the one on the left by C. L. Dearborn's boot and shoe store. The 
two-story building at the right is the property of E. W. Merrill and 
is occupied by the extensive hardware store of PoweU & Hovey. 



great grandparents coming to America from England. His father, 
Jacob Davis, at the age of eighteen married Julia ^Stockwell, of 
Hillsdale, Vermont, and together they removed to the then wild and 
unsettled frontier of New York, where they encountered the priva- 
tions incident to life in a new country. Seven children, six sons 
and one daughter, were born to them, and survived to adult age, 
the subject of this sketch being the fourth. When Chauncey was 
17 years of age his father died, and three years later he was left 
motherless, and was thus compelled to look out for himself. Up to 
this time he had been employed at farm labor, varying it a few sea- 
sons in the manufacture of potash. At twenty he began teaching 
school, and taught four winter terms and one summer term of four 
months each. His early educational facilities were such as the com- 
mon schools and the Watertown Academy afforded at that time. 
He also received much aid from his home studies and from practice 
in lyceums, thus laying the foundation for a successful pubHc career. 
In 1835 he prepared to make a permanent settlement and home 
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near Theresa, N. Y., by clearing up and cultivating land purchased 
for the purpose, but his plans were suddenly changed by information 
received that a brother who had located at Chicago was sick and 
needed help. The long and tedious journey, then requiring seven- 
teen days, was at once undertaken by Chauncey, but on his arrival 
in Chicago he learned that his brother had so far recovered from 
his serious illness that he had started home and was then on the 
way. Chauncey remained two weeks in Chicago in the employ of 
Kimball & Porter, and then made a trip to what is now Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, where an association known as the Western Emigration 



the squatters to retain their lands against would be purchasers. The 
squatters were the victors and succeeded in obtaining title to 
their lands at the minimum price of |1.25 per acre. Mr. Davis 
purchased 320 acres, and this, with improvements made upon it and 
a house built upon lots in Kenosha, all valued at about |5,000, con- 
stituted the principal means at his command at that time. 

Business becoming dull at Kenosha, he removed to Muskegon 
in April, 1848, and opened a supply store for the sale of dry goods, 
groceries, j^rovisions, etc., and engaged in the purchase and ship- 
ment of lumber, timber and shingles. In 1850 he formed a copart- 







MERRILL d BOLZA BLOCK 



Company had made claims upon Government lands with a view of 
securing preemption rights, and indulging the hope that Kenosha 
was to be the future seat of empire. Mr. Davis having some gen- 
eral knowledge of carpentry, concluded to yield to the requests of 
those needing building done and went into house building and con- 
tinued at it for some twelve and a half years. While a citizen of 
Kenosha he took active interest in pubhc improvements, and built 
the first school house in the neighborhood, and also aided in build- 
ing nearly all the churches. He was for several years one of the 
vestrymen of the Episcopal church, and was chosen a trustee of the 
first village board. He also filled the offices of assessor and super- 
visor and for one term filled the responsible office of Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the Assembly at Madison. He was prominently identified 
with the society of Odd Fellows, and was chosen presiding officer of 
both the lodge and encampment and was elected representative to 
the grand lodge. In 1839 he was a participant in the struggles of 



nership with Theodore Newell and A. D. Loomis for the purpose of 
manufacturing and buying lumber at Muskegon and selling the pro- 
duct at Chicago and Kenosha. The Muskegon branch of the co- 
partnership was known as C. Davis & Co., and the Chicago and 
Kenosha branch as T. Newell & Co., and a lumber yard was estab- 
Hshed in Chicago in the spring of 1850. In 1853 the steam miU of 
C. Davis & Co., was built at Muskegon, and commenced operating 
about the 17th of August of that year. The ^business continued 
with the partners named until April, 1863, when Judge Newell sold 
his entire interest in the" Muskegon and Chicago business to Davis 
& Loomis, who continued to do business together tiU May, 1877, 
when Mr. Davis demanded a dissolution, and the property of the 
firm was turned over to him. It was found that Loomis had used 
up all he put into the business, capital and profits, and had besides 
accumulated a large indebtedness in the firm name, which was left 
for Davis to pay. The lumber yard in Chicago was sold out in 
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August, 1877, and the mill at Muskegon in October, 1880, and Mr. 
Davis then retired from the lumbering business. 

In the development of the city of Muskegon Mr. Davis took a 
prominent part and contributed as much to its permanent prosperi- 
ty as any one of her citizens. He superintended the building of the 
first school house in the city in 1849. The building was occupied 
for a number of years for school purposes as well as for rehgious 
and other public meetings ' and for elections. ^ It w^as finally de- 
stroyed in the great fire of 1874. To the various churches of the 
city he has always been a libera'', contributor. A careful estimate 
shows that his contributions for church buildings, services and ex- 



in the Muskegon Booming Company, and was chosen a director at 
its organization and was elected its first President in March, 1864, 
and thus gave much attention to the general interests of the com- 
pany. 

In 1860 he was elected to re;^resent Muskegon County in the 
State House of Kepresentatives, and was reelected in 1862, thus 
serving through the stormy period of the war. He served on the 
military and public lands committees during the first term, and the 
second was chairman of the w^ays and means committee, and w^as 
also on the military committee. In 1860, at the first election un- 
der the city charter he was elected Mayor of the city of Muskegon, 
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penses since 1864 foot up a total of over 1 10,000. He was also ac- 
tively identified with the development of the county and took a 
leading part in securing the legislation organizing Muskegon County 
in 1849, and providing for roads and bridges in this then undevel- 
oped region. His personal contributions for the construction of 
railroads, including subscriptions for stock, donations, expenses, 
etc., and for public halls and educational purposes amount to about 
f 10,000 over and above all legal assessments and taxes for such 
purposes,^and to this may be added |8,000 for losses and claims 
against the State for advances on the Muskegon improvements, and 
$65,000 for contributions to numerous benevolent enterprises, 
thus making a grand total of nearly $100,000 contributed to the 
public good. Mr. Davis aided in the organization of the Lumber- 
men's Association in 1852, and in the reorganization in 1856-7; he 
was named as one of the commissioners for making surveys, plans, 
etc., for the Muskegon Eiver improvement, and was a stockholder 



and in 1871 was reelected by a large Democratic majority in the 
city. Mr. Davis was an extensive stockholder in the old Muskegon 
& Ferrysburg railroad, and was elected a director aud chosen Presi- 
dent of the road, a position he held till the consohdation of the road 
with the G. H. & HoUand and Allegan & Holland roads. He 
was also a^director and committee on right of way and damages on 
the Grand^Kapids & Lake Shore, Chicago & Michigan Lake Shore, 
and the Muskegon & Big Eapids railroads, besides having much to 
do with other proposedjailroads. 

At the organization of the Lumberman's National Bank in 
1873 Mr. Davis was elected its President and visited Washington to 
secure a charter and currency, and he has been reelected at each an- 
nual election since. In 1875 he was selected by Mayor Wagner 
as the most suitable person to place the $160,000 water works 
bonds of the city, a duty which he undertook and successfuUy ac- 
comphshed, though under many disadvantages. 
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Politically Mr. Davis Y/as a Democrat till the organization of 
the Eepiiblican party, when he became an active supporter of the 
principles of the Eepiiblican party. While a member of the Legis- 
lature he supported Hon. Jacob M. Howard for the U. S. Senate to 
succeed Senator Bingham, and also helped to elect Senator Chand- 
ler for the full term. As a citizen and representative he urged the 
liberal and important measures for aiding the government in the 
vigorous prosecution of the war against the rebellion. In 1876 Mr. 
Davis was chosen as alternate delegate to the Cincinnati Conven- 
tion which nominated E. B. Hayes for the Presidency. He has 
several times been tendered the nomination to tho State Senate, 
and has been urgently requested to be a candidate for Congressional 
honors, but has always preferred private life, and has, therefore, per- 
sistently refused to accept proffered offices. 

Mr. Davis has been married three times, first in 1850 and 
again in 1853, and 1859, the last time, to Miss Julia Wheeler, 
daughter of Eev. Thomas Wheeler, now of this city. His last wife 
died in 1861, since which time he has walked life's pathway alone. 
He has had but one child born to him, a daughter by his second 
wife, but she died in 1864 at the age of ten years. 



SOME OF THE PIONEEES. 

In this connection we give biographical notices of some of Mus- 
kegon's prominent pioneers. Others will be found referred to 
under other headings, such as the Press, Sawmilling, etc. : 

Henky Bkasted, whose widow still conducts the livery business, 
was born in Allegany Co., N. Y., May 7th, 1820, where he resided 
until he was about six years of age. He then removed with his rel- 
atives to the State of Pennsylvania. There he grew to manhood, 
and at the age of 22 years he struck out westward to what were 
then the wilds of Michigan. In the year 1847 he removed to the 
State of Illinois, where he soon afterwards became acquainted and 
married Harriet A. Luther, the estimable lady who now mourns his 
loss. Soon after this, with his th*en young wife, he returned to 
Michigan and settled at Spring Lake in Ottawa County. There 
they resided six years in which sorrow was blended with joy, for 
they had and buried there, two children. For a while they resided 
at Grand Haven, and in 1863 they removed to Muskegon. At first 
Mr. Brasted was engaged in the miUing business, but in 1869 he 
estabhshed a hvery stable, which business he conducted successfully 
until his death. He operated the first steam ferry boat on our lake, 
and brought the ministers from Grand Haven who officiated at the 
laying of the foundation stone of the M. E. Church at Muskegon, 
He was affectionate in his family, honorable in his business trans- 
actions, and his loss is deeply felt by his widow, daughter and two 
sons, who survive him. Funeral services were conducted, very im- 
pressively, by Eev. David Engle at the Methodist Church. His sud- 
den demise was caused by congestion. 

Heney D. Bakek, one of the prominent and successful business 
men of Muskegon, was born in Holland. At twenty-one years of 
age he told his mother that he was going to travel due west until he 
came east. Landing in New York he went on to Detroit, but not 
hking the appearance of that city he took by chance the train to 
Chicago. Still bound to travel as long as his money lasted, he 
stepped on board a steamer which brought him to Grand Haven, 
and thence he went to Grand Eapids, where, being nearly at the 
bottom of his purse, he v/ent to work keeping grocery until the war, 
when he enlisted m Co. K, 1st Engineers and Mechanics, in 1862, 
in the Army of the Cumberland ; he was wounded in the right foot 
at Stone Eiver, and lay seven months inthe hospital. 

On January 4, 1864, he established his book and stationery 



business, which is now very extensive in every branch, his reputa- 
tion as a shrewd buyer and liberal dealer having extended far beyond 
the limits of this city. 

People thought him rash when he put up the first three 
story brick building with the first plate glass window ever put up in 
Muskegon, but his enterprise has been rewarded. He was burned 
out April 6, 1870, but rebuilt grander than ever. 

He married June 19, 1855, Miss Harriet Lewes, of Grand Eap- 
ids, who emigrated when a child with her parents, who were of Van 
Eaalte's immigrants to Holland City. Their union has been blessed 
with two children. 

Wm M. Hakford, -representative of Muskegon County in the 
State Legislature, was born in Holmes County, 0., Feb. 15, 1842. 
For the first seventeen years of his life he attended school in the 
winters and worked on the farm in summers. In 1859 he entered 
Spnng Mountain Academy and remained one year, and until 1863 
was engaged in teaching in winter and farming in summer. He 
then took a course in the Ohio Wesleyan University, finishing in 
1868, when he was elected Superintendent of schools in West Jef- 
ferson, 0. Next year he was elected to a similar position at 
Waynesville, which he had four years, and while there he married 
Ella A., daughter of Dr. Dakin, of Wilmington. After holding the 
Superintendency of the London schools, he resigned to enter into 
journalism in Oct. 1875, and with Capt. Grove purchased the Fre- 
mont Journal^ and shortly after assumed full editorial control of 
that paper as well as that of the Parents and Teachers Monthly^ and 
during this period, as ever since, he took an acting and leading part 
in the advocacy of republican principles. In Feb. 1878, he pur- 
chased the Mushegon Chronicle in connection with Capt. Grove, 
converting it into a daily, which has met with flattering success. 
In the city of Muskegon, which is usually Democratic, he received a 
majority of 460, and in the county a majority of 1,016. He is a 
member of several important committees. He sold the Chronicle 
in 1881 to engage in stone business, the quarry of the firm, Wing, 
Morgan & Harford, being on Washington Island, Wis. 

Laweence Poppe is one of the earliest German settlers of Mus- 
kegon. Mr. Poppe was born in Prussia in 1834 and came to this 
country in 1853. In August, 1854, he landed in Muskegon, at that 
time a small but active and growing lumbering town. He at once 
secured work at a saw miU and continued at that kind of work until 
1868, when, having by industry and prudence accumulated quite a 
capital, he opened a meat market in which business he still contin- 
ues. Mr. Poppe is an excellent representative of the German- 
American citizens. 

Among the pioneers may be reckoned Alderman Wm. Glue, 
born in Yorkshire, Eng., in 1826, came to Muskegon June, 1853, 
crossing the lake on the little craft Muskegon, Capt. Schooler, 
worked for Newell & Co., Eyerson & Morris, and with BushneU & 
Eeid carried on the old "Turnbull" mill as W. Glue & Co., until 
burned out. He has been many years on the school board, and has 
been twelve years in the council, being the oldest member of the 
board, and was also mayor for one year. 

Chas. H. Hackley, of the firm of C. H. Hackley & Co., is one 
of the pioneer lumbermen of Muskegon. Mr. Hackley was born in 
Michigan City, Ind., in 1837. His father, J. H. Hackley, was a 
native of New York State, and came to Muskegon in 1855. A year 
later Mr. Chas. Hackley arrived and engaged in the lumber business 
with his father, the firm being J. H. Hackley & Co., and later 
Hackley & Sons. The firm of J. H. Hackley & Co. began in 1859, 
and purchased a mill near where the mill of C. H. Hackley & Co. 
now stands. J. H. Hackley died in 1874, and the firm name 
changed to C. H. Hackley & Co. Mr. Chas. H. Hackley has been 
continuously in the lumber business in Muskegon since 1856. He 
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Oaptain Thomas J. B>ani>, late of Muskegon, is one of those 
prominently identified with the progress of the city, and whose 
memory is still cherished by a large circle of friends. He was bom 
in Oharieston, Essex Oounty, Mass., in 1806. At an early age he 
had the misfortnne to lose his mother, and then a kind step-mother, 
and finally at the tender age of eleven, he was left an orphan by the 
death of his father and his secoM step-mother. He was the eldest 
of six children. He was then placed as errand boy in a large ship- 
ping house in Boston, and during an apprenticeship of four years, 
laid the foundation of those business qualifications which were so 
useful during his long and busy life. When fifteen years old, from 
a desire to become acquainted with the sea, he shipped as cabin boy 
on an East India merchantman, followed the sea for seven years 
and saw many foreign lands. By the faithful performance of duty 
he rose from before the mast to IJie position of Oaptain at the early 
age of 25, and became also, by virtue kA some speculations he had 
been permitted to make, part owner of the vessd which was of one 
thousand tons burden. Most of the time, owing to his knowledge 
and strict business habits, he was supercargo of the vessel. He be- 
came, through his voyages, a man of extensive information, and 
was a very interesting companion in conversation. Intelligent and 
gentlemanly, kind and affectionate in disposition, he was in turn 
loved and ^apected by all, particularly by the [children who cam& 



with hushed tread and sorrowful, mien to take a last fond look of 
him when dead. 

When about 87 years of a^e he formed a business connection 
in New York, and left the sea. This proved unfortunate, and in 
1847 he removed with his family to a farm near Kenosha, Wis., but 
the retired life of a farmer did not suit his active temperament, and 
in 1849 he removed to Muskegon, where for several years he was 
actively engaged in business for Major C. Davis, Loomis & Newell. 
In 1857 he undertook the management of the large real estate busi- 
ness of Judge Newell. In 1859 he established the first bank in the 
city, now merged into the Lumberman's Bank, and known for years 
as Capt. Band's Bank. By devoting his entire time to business his 
bank was very successful, but by dose application his health became 
impaired, and he died suddenly, December 17, 1872, regretted by all. 
He married in 1880 Sarah J., daughter Capt. Benjamin Glover, of 
Beverly, Mass., who lives quietly on Humboldt St., Muskegon, 
mourning her loss. Oapt. Band left two children, one a son now in 
the Southern States, and the other now Mrs. A. V. Mann, of Mus- 
kegon. In 1864 Capt. Band was honored with the office of County 
Treasurer, and his ambition was so to live that all men after his 
death might say with truth, "here rests an honest man;" and his 
friends, mindful of his wishes, have marked his grave mth a tablet 
bearing his favorite inscription. 
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is also the senior member of the firm of Hackley & Hume, dealers 
in pine lands, logs, vessel property, &c. Mr. Hackley is prominently 
connected with the business interests of Muskegon, being a mem- 
ber of the Muskegon Booming Company, and one of the Directors of 
the Lumberman's National Bank, besides having the management 
of the extensive private business interests in which he is engaged. 
Stephen C. Hall, lumberinan, was born, in Yates Co., N. Y., 
August 16th, 1834, and was educated at Pen Yan, graduating from 
the full mathematical course, as he intended to become a civil engi- 
neer. When 19 years of age^he ^engaged as clerk in a store, and at 
21 he removed to White Eiver, working at whatever he could find 
to do. At this time his knowledge of surveying, picked up from 
association with surveyors, enabled him to become acquainted with 
the best lands in the State. In 1864 he was emyloyed in the final 
survey of Muskegon city, in which he has permanently settled. In 
the prosecution of his business he observed at this time in Egelston 
and Moorland a tract of marsh land, covered to midsummer with 



Since his arrival in Michigan Mr. HiUs has devoted his attention to 
lumbering, in which he has acquired a competency. The firm are 
building a new mill 45x150 feet, with a daily cutting capacity of 
125,000 feet. It is situated at the foot of Pine street. They also 
own the Bay Mills farther down the lake. Mr. HiUs is prominent 
in Masonic circles, having received the Thirty-third Degree of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Eite, for which degree he went to 
the city of Boston. He has been for fourteen years in succession 
Eminent Commander of 3he Knights Templar, and District Deputy 
Grand Master of Blue Masonry. Mr. Hills has never sought public 
honors, but rather avoided them. He has, however, had the Treas- 
urership of the county thrust upon him. He has taken an active 
part in banking matters, and has been for a number of years presi- 
dent of the Muskegon National Bank. 

Heney H. Holt was born March 27, 1831, in the village of 
Camden, Oneida Co., N. Y. In 1852, he removed to Michigan and 
settled in Kent Co., near Grand Eapids. He received an academic 
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three to four feet of water. The Government surveyors did not 
run lines through it, entering it on their books as " impassable 
marsh." Mr. Hall, confident that it could be drained, acquired the 
title, and by some expenditure of money and much labor and per- 
severance, he has transformed it into a fruitful farm. There is no 
such farm in the State, as it contains 2,000 acres. By careful man- 
agement Mr. Hall acquired the title to 15,000 acres of pine lands, 
chiefly in the vicinity of Houghton Lake. Here, with the help of 
300 men and 100 horses, he gets out about 20,000,000 feet of logs. 
As a man of great business energy, thoughtful and far-sighted, Mr. 
Hall has won wealth and high reputation, while as a gentleman of 
fine social quahties he is regarded with much favor. As a public 
officer he has served three terms as Supervisor and two as County 
Treasurer to the satisfaction of all. In April, 1863, he married 
Miss Alice A. Clark, of Grand Haven. 

Charles T. HmLS, of Kyerson, HiUs & Co., is one of Muske- 
gon's solid men, being, in connection with Mr. Getty, manager of 
the largest lumbering firm, and president of the largest banking 
institution. He was born in Bennington, Vt., Nov. 14, 1821, and 
came to Grand Eapids in 1838, and to Muskegon in May, 1852. 



•education. In 1855 he commenced the study of law at a school in 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., where he remained one year, and then entered 
the Union Law College at Cleveland, Ohio, where he graduated, 
and was admitted to practice in July, 1857. He returned to Mich- 
igan soon after, and in September of that year was admitted to 
practice at Grand Eapids, Judge Martin at that time being the Cir- 
cuit Judge. In 1858 he removed to Muskegon, where he now re- 
sides, and engaged in the practice of the law. He was subsequently 
elected prosecuting attorney of Ottawa 'County, tiie counties of 
Ottawa and Muskegon being then one county. In 1859, on the 
organization of the latter county, he was elected prosecutmg attor- 
ney for the new county, and held the office four years, being re- 
elected in 1861. He subsequently held various offices of trust in 
Muskegon County, and in 1866 was elected to the lower house of 
the State Legislature, and was re-elected in 1868 and 1870. During 
the latter two terms he was Chairman of the Committee on Ways 
and Means. He was also a member of the constitutional conven- 
tion of 1867. Mr. Holt was elected Lieutenant-Governor in 1872, 
and re-elected in 1874. In 1873-4 Gov. Holt made quite an ex- - 
tended tour of Europe, and in 1875-6 he again visited the Old 
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World, this time extending the trip into Northern and Eastern 
Europe, as far as Constantinople, and also visited Egypt and the 
Holy Land, bringing back quite a collection of pictures, coins, 
minerals and other curiosities. In April, 1878, he was Mayor of 
Muskegon, and was re-elected the following year, which may be 
regarded as a decided compliment, as the city is usually Democratic 
at the Spring elections, and Mr. Holt was the second Eepublican 
Mayor. In November, 1878, he was elected a member of the State 
Legislature, and was again appointed chairman of the important 
committee on Ways and Means. 

Joseph Ireland, harness manufacturer, STuskegon, is a native 
of England and arrived in this country in 1847. In 1866 he came 
to Muskegon from Lake Superior, and engaged in the harness bus- 
iness, which he has successfully conducted up to the present time. 
He was elected Mayor of Muskegon in 1871. 

Francis Jiroch, Mayor of Muskegon, in 1880-1, was born in 
Austria, in 1843, and came to this country in 1854. After spend- 
ing some time in Detroit and Chicago, he came to Muskegon in 
1866 and engaged in the manufacture of cigars, and also the whole- 
sale and retail tobacco and cigar business. In 1876 he was elected 
a member of the City Council, and re-elected in 1877. In 1880 he 
was elected Mayor of the city and re-elected in 1881. Mr. Jiroch 
is a man of fine personal appearance, a very successful business 
man, and is quite popular with all classes. He took a leading part 
in the planking of Terrace street and in erecting the City HaU. 

Edwin S. Latimer, Eegister of Muskegon county, was born in 
Ohio, in 1852. In 1860 he came to Newaygo county, w^here he re- 
mained until 1866, when he removed to Muskegon. He was elected 
to the office of County Eegister in the fall of 1878, and re-elected 
in 1880. He was married in December, 1880, to Miss Annie Brun- 
dage, of Muskegon. 

Captain Seth Lee, is one of the pioneers of the Lakes. He 
was born in Elyria, Ohio, in 1834 and in 1845 began his life as a 
sailor. In 1856 he took command of a vessel and has followed the 
life of a lake captain ever since, with the exception of six years from 
1875 to 1881, during which time he was Superintendent of the 
Muskegon Booming Company's fleet. In the spring of 1881 he re- 
turned to the lake in command of the "Andrew Jackson," carrying 
lumber from Muskegon to Chicago. 

In 1882 he is having a new boat built, and has purchased the 
"Minder" and the "Centennial", the two ferry boats on Lake Mus- 
kegon, and intends to give the citizens ample means of ferriage. 

T. B. McNiFF of Muskegon Is employed by a Chicago lumber 
firm to attend to their lumber and logging interests. He came to 
Muskegon from Ottawa county in 1865. Mr. McNiff has repre- 
sented the Second Ward in the City Council 1879-81 and was Pres- 
idefit of the Council during that period. 

David McLaughlin is a native of Scotland and came to this 
country in 1851. In 1868 in came to Muskegon from Illinois. In 
1866 he was elected County Clerk and Register, and continued in 
that office until 1879. In 1876 he began the practice of law and 
at the present time is the senior member of the law firm of Mc- 
Laughlin, Delano and Bunker. In February 1881 he was appointed 
Collector of the District, and his time is divided between the duties 
of that office and those of his profession. Mr. McLaughlin is a 
typical Scotchman, fuU of enterprise, and has always taken an ac- 
tive interest in educational matters, being for many years on the 
School Board. He is a prominent Republican pohtician. 

A. V. Mann, lumberman, was born in New Jersey in 1834, and 
came to Muskegon in 1855, where he has resided ever since, devot- 
ing his attention to lumbering. During the War four out of five 
of his brothers were in the army, as his family though Democratic 



were all War Democrats — heart and soul for the Union cause. Mr. 
Mann was son-in-law of the late Captain Rand, the pioneer banker 
of Muskegon, and resides in the elegant mansion on the corner of 
Webster avenue and Second street, which is perhaps the finest resi- 
dence in western Michigan, costing over |20,000, being built of St. 
Louis pressed brick, and the interior being finished in hard wood. 

Hon. Lyman Gr. Mason is a citizen whose public services are 
not surpassed by those of any other, as a perusal of the general 
history wiU readily show. Born in Belchertown, Mass., in June, 
1829, in 1844 he removed to Worcester in the same State, and after 
six years residence there in 1850 he went to Cahfornia via Cape 
Horn, having previously commenced clerking in a store at the age of 
fifteen. He remained on the Pacific coast until June 1855, engaged 
in lumbering and steam-hoating, and for two years an agent for 
WeUs, Fargo & Co. In 1855 he came to Muskegon, and has ever 
since been largely engaged in lumbering. He built a mill in 1856 
which was burned, when the property of Robertson & Co. in 1869. 
He next built the Bigelow mill in 1862, selhng it in 1"865. He then 
built the miU now operated by the Thayer Lumber Co. In the erec- 
tion of these mills he was associated with Mr. Charles Davis, under 
the firm name of L. G. Mason & Co., lately dissolved. His com- 
pany built also an immense dry kiln, and a large planing mill, bored 
for salt, built a fine Opera House, since burned, they also erected 
the Mason Block, one of the finest in the city, and engaged in many 
other operations. In short to enumerate the services of Mr. Mason 
would be to give the history of nearly all the institutions of the city. 
He built the Occidental Hotel, aided largely in introducing gas and 
water works, promoted all the railway fines that converge into Mus- 
kegon, succeeded in forcing a better channel for the harbor, and has 
always taken a deep interest in education, especially in securing the 
erection of the noble Central School edifice, and in floating the 
bonds at a low rate. Mr. Mason's elegant residence on "Mason's 
Forty," as the addition is called, appears in this work. 

Wm. Marcus, clothier, has one of the finest establishments on 
Western avenue, keeping a stock worth |25,000. He was born in 
Grermany which he left when sixteen years of age, coming to his 
brother's in Wisconsin, in 1857 going to Chicago, where he traveled 
for a dry goods house. He came to Muskegon in 1866, going into 
business in Gustin's Block, and in March, 1881, into his present 
store in Torrent's Block, which is 44 by 90 feet, and is widely 
known as the "Original Lumberman's Clothing Store." Mr. M. 
married Miss Blume Herbst and has four children. Residence on 
Terrace street. 

C. S. Montague is a native of Hartford, Conn., and came to 
Muskegon in 1865, from Chicago. His business at that time was 
that of lumber inspector, and later he began to operate in lumber 
and has continued to do so up to the present. He is one of the firm 
of Leahy & Co., an extensive dry goods firm on Western avenue, 
and was one of the original incorporators of the Temple Manufac- 
turing Co., of Muskegon. He continues the business of inspecting 
and tallying lumber and still does the largest business in the county 
in this line. 

Samuel D. Murray, at present proprietor of a popular restaur- 
ant in Muskegon, is a native of Ithaca, Tompkins County, N. Y., 
and found his way to Muskegon in 1856. For about five years he 
followed steamboating, and in 1861 enlisted as a private in the 3rd 
Michigan Infantry. During his term of service he was promoted to 
Captain, and received an honorable discharge in 1864, when he re- 
turned to Muskegon. In the service he was a good soldier and is a 
gentleman of excellent standing in the community. 

Hon. C. D. Nelson, lumberman and ex- senator from the 26th Dis- 
trict of Michigan, was born in Newbury, Orange County, Vermont, 
May 12, 1824. He is the son of Stephen P. and Rachel (Gates) 
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Nelson. His father was a clothier and farmer. C. D. Nelson re- 
ceived his early school education in his native town. In 1846 he 
went to Boston, Mass., w^here for a time he was engaged in con- 
tracting and building. He afterwards entered a commercial college 
in Boston, where he received a thorough business training. After 
graduating from that institution in 1853, he became manager of a 
large contracting firm, and remained about three years. In 1857 
he moved fco Michigan, and settled in Muskegon; where, for nine 
years, he was manager of the lumber business of Marsh & Foss. In 
1868 he formed a partnership with William B. PhiUips and Samuel 
A. Brown, of Chicago, for the purpose of manufacturing lumber in 
Muskegon, the firm name being Brown, Nelson & Co. In 1873 Mr. 
D. K. Loveland, of Chicago, purchased Mr. Brown's interest, and 
the firm name became C. D. Nelson & Co. They manufactured, on 
an average, about 20,000,000 feet of lumber annually, and this year 
30,000,000 feet. Mr. Nelson has held various offices of trust and 
responsibility. He was elected city Treasurer in 1865-6, and has 
been Alderman of the city for several years, and also President of 
the Board of Education in Muskegon since 1871. He has been a 
Eepublican since the organization of that party. In 1875 he was 
elected to the Michigan Senate, and in 1877 was re-elected. In the 
latter year he was made President ^9ro tempore. His legislative 
career has been marked by that good sense and independent judg- 
ment which distinguish the statesman who serves his constituency, 
from the pohtician who connives for his party. 

He was married in 1845, to Miss Carrie Wason, an estimable 
young lady of Newbury, Vermont. They have a son and daughter. 
His son, Harley W., is book-keeper to the firm. Eesidence corner 
of Third Street and Clay Avenue. Mr. Nelson has been Alderman, 
City Treasurer and Supervisor for many years. 

F. A. NiMS is an old and prominent resident of the city, al- 
though still a very young man. A perusal of the general history 
will show that he has infused a progressive spirit into the city, and 
that he has beeen identified with its progress in many ways. Com- 
ing from Grand Eapids in 1865 he has secured the leading position 
as a railway lawyer, and has been connected with all the railway 
movements in the county, succeeding at least in collecting the scat- 
tered members into one organization. He has an enviable record 
in the Board of Education, and the legal firm of which he is a 
prominent member, stands high throughout the State. 

The firm of Smith, Nims, Hoyt & Erwin, has a very fine suite 
of offices, and one of the largest libraries in the State. Mr. Smith 
came from Canada in 1866, and a partnership was formed in 1867 
between a Mr. Gray of Grand Eapids, and Messrs. Smith and Nims. 
Mr. Erwin, the business man of the firm, was a student in the office 
of Gray, Smith & Nims, admitted to the bar and into the firm in 
April, 1870. Mr. Hoyt came in 1874, and the firm took its present 
name in 1879. 

W. W. Owen, bookseller and stationer, Western Ave., Muske- 
gon, was born in Sussex County, N. J., August 15, 1840, at the age 
of 15 came to Pontiac, Mich., and learned the book and stationery 
business, coming to Muskegon in September, 1859, entering into 
post-office bookstore; after five years he traveled two years with 
Mrs. Owen to recover her health. Then after two years in business 
in music aud real estate, he entered into the book and stationery 
business. He built the first brick store ever erected in the city, now 
occupied by Dennis Smith. Mr. Owen does a large trade. His pres- 
ent place of business is in the Bolza block. 

Father Edward Van Pamel, priest of the Eoman Catholic 
Church, is a most genial and courtly gentleman. fuU of reminiscen- 
ces of the early times and cheerfully communicative of his knowl- 
edge of the past. He was born in Belgium in 1828, received a 
careful training in the old Stone College of the 15th century in 



Thielt, finishing his studies in Detroit, where he came in 1850, hav- 
ing at that time a brother, a missionary to Lake Superior Indians, 
who is now in England. Eev. Father Van Erp was priest at Grand 
Eapids in 1853, having all the region from Holland to Manistee. 
Father Van Pamel was first in Muskegon in 1853, visiting the Cath- 
ohc families quarterly. In 1857 he brought over the first resident 
priest, Father F. Steinhauser. and purchased the lots cornering on 
Clay Avenue and First Street for $50, and built the first church in the 
city. In 1877 he came to Muskegon from Detroit, and has been 
settled there ever since. 

x\mong the respected pastors of the Cathohc congregation in 
Muskegon was Father Henry Eievers, who officiated from July, 
1866, to 1876, zealously discharging his duty. He died February, 
1877, aged 54 years and 3 months, having been born in Holland in 
1822. He was courteous and affable to all, irrrespective of their 
belief. 

George Euddiman, retired mill owner and lumberman, is a na- 
tive of Scotland, who came to Muskegon in April, 1840. In 1849 
he built the first tug ever on Muskegon Lake, built like a scow, with 
paddles in the stern. Before this date logging was done by oxen. He 
made an improvement on this tug, and built another seventy feet 
long by sixteen wids, a side-wheeler, which was a success. He was 
an active lumberman from 1844 to 1866, when he retired, and now 
enjoys the fruits of his labors and well earned ease. He is a worthy 
and upright citizen whose memory will be cherished by all who have 
known him. 

John Euddiman, retired lumberman, was born in Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland, in 1814, and immigrated to America when 16 years of age, 
when he had finished his school education. He came first to Penn- 
sylvania, and served his apprenticeship as a pattern maker] at Pitts- 
burg, remaining there from 1832 to 1836. He then went to Detroit, 
and shortly after to Chicago, and after 1840 was three years engaged 
in farming in Wisconsin, coming in 1843 to Muskegon, where his 
brother George had been for three years. He worked for George for 
one year lumbering at the mouth of Bear Lake, and then went to 
Milwaukee for four years, occasionally visiting Muskegon. In 1848 
he built a steam mill in North Muskegon, near where the Torrent 
& Arms mill is, aud operated it until 1860, but the financial panic 
of 1857 was a severe blow to Mr. Euddiman. After 1860 he oper- 
ated a mill on the site of the present Farr mill, and in 1862 moved 
to the mouth of Bear Lake, and built a grist miU, the first in the 
county, and ground in the summer, one day a week being ^sufficient 
for the gristing. He also raised fruit, having a 15 acre orchard and 
vineyard. He has not sought public honor, but has been three 
times elected Supervisor of Laketon. He married in 1840 in Wis- 
consin, Miss Mary Bunker, who died in 1877. He has two surviv- 
ing children, Adeline (Mrs. Eldred), with whom Mr. Euddiman 
resides in her fine residence corner of Terrace and Delaware Streets, 
formerly the property of J. B. Murphy. His second daughter is 
Emma (now Mrs. Horning), who resides at Winfield, Kansas. 

Mr. Euddiman is one of the most respected pioneers of Muske- 
gon, and is regarded with universal esteem. His portrait wiH be 
found in this work. 

Majok Wm. L. Eyan, Police Justice and Justice of the Peace 
was bom in Queen's Co., Ireland, April 15, 1832, and received his 
education at the common school. Actuated by a desire to achieve 
fortune in the New World, he emigrated in the Spring of 1854, re- 
maining a few months in the Huron district of Canada, but in the 
same Fall settling in Grand Eapids, afterwards going to Spring 
Lake, and in 1857 to Muskegon. In the Spring of 1861, on the 
first call for 75,000 men, he went out as Second Lieutenant of the 
Muskegon Eangers, afterwards Co. H. of the Third Michigan In- 
fantry. In three months he was promoted to the First Lieutenancy, 
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. and shortly after being wounded at the second Bull Eun he was 
made Captain. After a leave of absence, in 1868, he returned to 
his regiment, but was obliged to resign on account of his wound, 
and was appointed on the Veteran Keserve Corps as First Lieuten- 
. ant, which commission he had from President Lincoln, and after- 
wards that of Captain and Brevet Major, by President Johnson, for 
gallant and meritorious service in war. He then served in the 
Veteran Corps at Newark, N. J., and assisted in quelling the July 
riots in New York in 1863. Thence he was transferred to Boston 
as Assistant Mustering Officer, and Inspector of Passports at the 
harbor. He was transferred thence to Mississippi as Assistant Com- 
missioner of the Freedmen's Bureau, and returned in 1867 to Mus- 
kegon, where he was elected City Marshal for three years, and 
Sheriff for four years, from 1874 to 1878, when Sheriff Waters was 
elected. In the Spring of 1879 he was elected Justice of the Peace 
for four years, and April, 1881, Police Justice, to which office he 
has just been re-elected. Mr. Eyan has given the utmost satisfac- 
tion in all the positions he has held. 

Ira 0. Smith, lumberman, was born at Victor, Monroe Co., N. 
Y., Jan. 28, 1827, his father, Oren Smith, being one of the founders 
of the city of Eochester, and an extensive land owner there when 
it was an insignificant village, and also an eager promoter of the 
construction of the Erie canal. His son, Ira, received such educa- 
tion as the district schools afforded, and when eleven years of age 
removed with his family to Flint, Mich., where he worked on his 
father's farm until twenty years old. He then went to Grand 
Haven, engaging with W. M. Ferry, Sr., for five years. Having 
acquired some property, he purchased the Black Lake mill in 1852, 
but the place being a wilderness he was compelled to build roads 
and make such other improvements as were necessary to get out his 
lumber. Notwithstanding these drawbacks, he carried on business 
with considerable success for ten years. He then sold out and en- 
gaged for five years in mercantile business in Muskegon. In 1867 
he became a junior partner in the firm of Swan, White & Smith, 
and afterward became managing partner of the firm, which, by the 
aid of his ability, has been very successful. He also became a 
stockholder in the Booming Company, in 1872 was elected its Sec- 
retary, and in 1874 President, which he held for seven years, re- 
ceiving a complimentary address, accompanied with $1,000. He 
has been successively elected County Clerk, Eegister, Supervisor 
and Alderman, all of which he has filled with credit to himself and 
satisfaction to those who supported him. He is also a prominent 
member of the Masonic fraternity, and of the Odd Fellows. As a 
public spirited citizen he has largely identified himself with the 
growth and prosperity of Muskegon. 

James Smith is the Muskegon member of the Beidler Lumber 
Manufacturing Company. Mr. Smith is a native of England and 
came to this country in 1855. He first went to Saginaw and re- 
mained until 1860, when he came to Muskegon and went to work 
for the Beidler Manufacturing Company. ' He rose to be foreman of 
the mill and fiUed the position to the thorough satisfaction of his 
employers. In the Spring of 1880 the company was reorganized, 
and Mr. Smith took an interest in the business, and since that time 
has had the entire management of the mill and business at Mus- 
kegon. He has been Alderman for two years for the Fourth Ward 
—during 1878-80, 

Col. J. H. Standish is one of the pioneer lawyers of the State. 
Col. Standish was born in Benson, Vt.,-in 1820, and remained there 
with his parents until 1836, when he went to Ohio and Illinois and 
thence to Texas. He served about two years in the war between 
Texas and Mexico, and afterwards came north to Illinois. He 
studied law and was admitted to practice at Mt. Carmel, 111. In 
1846 he came to Michigan, first to Eaton County, and then to 



Newaygo, where he remained until 1863. Early in that year he 
enlisted and went into the service as Captain of Co. A., Tenth 
Michigan Cavalry. He was an excellent soldier and an efficient 
officer,* and was promoted first to Major and then to Colonel. He 
remained in the service until the close of the war, when he returned 
to Newaygo and resumed the ]3i'actice of law. In 1867 he was 
elected to the State Senate, and re-elected in 1869. Upon the ac- 
cession of Gen. Grant to the Presidency he was appointed United 
States District Attorney and removed to Grand Eapids, where he 
remained until the close of his second term in 1876, when he re- 
turned to Newaygo, and stayed there until 1879, when he came to 
Muskegon. 

Naezis Steinek belongs to the ranks of those who have had a 
residence of nearly a quarter of a century in Muskegon. He was 
born in Germany Jan. 29, 1826, and came to this country in 1853. 
He spent a short time in New Y^ork and then went to Ehode Island 
and remained two years. From there he came to Milwaukee and 
stayed eighteen months, and then went to the northern part of 
Wisconsin and engaged at work in the pineries. In the faU of 1857 
he came to Muskegon. He worked in the mills for a time and then 
pre-empted some land and improved it. He enlisted in February, 
1864, in the 6th Mich. Cavalry, and remained in the service until 
March 27th, 1866. After his return from the service he spent a 
year on his farm in Newaygo and then returned to Muskegon and 
built the hotel known as the " Steiner House," which he has since 
occupied. Mr. Steiner thoroughly overhauled and enlarged his 
hotel in 1881-2, and now has forty-four rooms. He has spent over 
$3,000 in these improvements, which can be best appreciated by 
viewing a cut of the building in this work, accompanied by the por- 
traits of Mr. and Mrs. Steiner. 

Levi Teuesdell, merchant, between Sixth and Seventh streets 
on Western avenue; a highly respected citizen and one of those 
vfho have seen the city grow from a smaU village to a prosperous 
city. Born in Genesee county, N. Y., he came to Muskegon in 
1855, erecting a mill, that of Durkee, Truesdell & Co., which was 
burned in 1877. In June, 1866, Mr. Truesdell sold out and went 
back to New York for ten years. 

Thos. J. Waters, Sheriff, was born in New York State in 
1831, came to Michigan in 1842, to Kent county, and in September, 
1852, came to Muskegon, driving team for Eyerson & Morris till 
April, 1861, when he enlisted in the 3rd Mich. Inf., and his military 
career will be found in the history of Co. "H" of that regiment. 
From 1864 he worked for the Booming Co. at spile driving for three 
years, and for over six years superintended their works, leaving for 
Michigan City till 18th Sept., 1877, wheii he returned to Muskegon 
engaging in scaling until he was elected Sheriff in November, 1878. 
He was re-elected in November, 1880 for another two years, and 
makes a popular and efficient officer. 

Luther WfflTNEY, Postmaster at Muskegon, was born in Gil- 
son, New Hampshire, in 1815. In 1837 he came West, to Wis- 
consin and was at Green Bay for a time and afterwards at Kenosha. 
He was married at Green Bay in December, 1-844, to Miss Eebecca 
J. Allen, of that place. In the spring of 1865 he came from Keno- 
sha to Muskegon, and engaged as book- keeper for the Truesdell 
Lumber Co., and subsequently had charge of their business at Mus- 
kegon. In February, 1875, he received the appointment of Post- 
master at Muskegon, which position he still retains. As a public 
officer, Mr. Whitney is careful and efficient in the discharge of his 
duties, and genial and accommodating to all with whom he has 
to do. 

0. C. Williams, M. D. was born in Oneida county. New York, 
in 1833, and early in life formed a determination to adopt the med- 
ical profession as his life pursuit. After studying at his native 



\ 



^^ 



HISTOEY OF MUSKEGON COUNTY. 



77 



place he graduated at the city of New York in 1859, and entered 
upon the practice of his profession. After a short residence at 
Jackson, Mich., he came to Muskegon in 1865, where he has since 
remained. Dr. Williams belongs to the "regular" school of physi- 
cians. He is a genial gentleman wholly devoted to his profession, 
and especially to surgery, in which his practice is very extensive. 

M. Wilson, City Treasurer of the city of Muskegon, 1881, was 
born in Ireland, and came to this country in 1816. In 1859 he 
reached Muskegon and turned his attention to lumbering. In 1866- 
67 he built the mill now owned and operated by M. Wilson & Co. 
Mr. Wilson is quiet and unassuming, but a vigorous business man. 
He held the office of City Treasurer two years. 

Geo. B. Woodbuky, was born in Sutton, Worcester county, 
Mass., Nov. 18, 1816, and is a descendant of John Woodbury, of 
Somerset, England, who came over to Sutton in 1624. Mr. Wood- 
bury's ancestors have been quite prominent in the affairs of Massa- 
chusetts. Shortly after his birth his parents removed to Cayuga 
county. N. Y., and he remained there until the close of 1835, when 
he removed, first to Tecumseh, then to Indiana, and in 1840 to 
Muskegon, where he has ever since resided with the exception of the 
years 1850-53, when he was in California. He learned in Muske- 
gon the engineering business and has been steadily in the mill now 
owned by Thomas Stimson, of Big Eapids, but who is coming to re- 
side in Muskegon. Mr. Woodbury was married Dec. 11, 1853 to 
Miss Eachel S. Johnson, of Grand Haven, and has four surviving 
children, two sons and two daughters. He is not of an aspiring 
disposition as far as pubhc office is concerned, and is respected by 
aU for his strict integrity of life and his obliging disposition. His 
many friends will be pleased to observe his portrait in this work. 

Edwaed H. Wylie, late Judge of Probate, was born in Leban- 
on, Madison county, N. Y., Dec. 8, 1819, and remained in his na- 
tive place and vicinity until twenty -five years of age, being engaged 
from his fourteenth to his nineteenth year as clerk in a bookstore. 
In 1845 he came to Grand Eapids, spending a year there in teach- 
ing, and the next four years in Sparta, in the northern part of Kent 
county. In 1849 he came to Muskegon, where he ever afterward 
resided. For the first six or seven years he was chiefly in the em- 
ploy of Messrs. Eyerson & Morris, and was also four years in mer- 
cantile business. Mr. Wylie was then appointed by the Governor 
Judge of Probate to fill a vacancy and his great popularity and effi- 
ciency as a public officer is evidenced by the fact that he was four 
-times successively elected. The Judge was very attentive to the 
duties of his office, was courteous to aU, and was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with his duties. His portrait will be found elsewhere. 
The community has scarcely recovered from the shock of his sud- 
den death from heart disease, which occurred on the 29th of April 
last. His memory wiU be cherished by many friends. 



BIOGEAPHICAL. 

Eev. Abel Anderson, pastor of Norwegian Lutheran church, 
was born in the town of Albion, Dane county. Wis., his parents be- 
ing among the first party of emigrants, who left Norway for the 
New World in 1839. Mr. Anderson was brought up on his father's 
farm until he was eighteen. He then entered Luther College, De- 
corah, Iowa, studying one year; after which he spent two years at 
Albion Academy, and later a year and a half at Wisconsin State 
University, returning to Luther CoUege to finish. He then entered 
Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, and completed in 1874 
a course of theology, after which he was called to Muskegon, where 
at first he had all the outlying stations imder his charge, and did 
mission work in Canada, Michigan, and other States, and still has 



charge of twelve churches in western Michigan. That Mr. Ander- 
son is highly respected by all classes, is evidenced by the fact that 
at the election in 1881 he was re-elected for the third term as School 
Inspector by a unanimous vote being on both party tickets. 

Wm. Andrews, foreman of foundry in car works, bom in Flint, 
Mich., 1857; when seventeen entered Genesee iron works at Flint 
for four years, then to Jackson, Saginaw, New York and Pennsyl- 
vania, gaining extended knowledge and experience in his business, 
becoming finally foreman of the works where he had been appren- 
tice. Came to Muskegon on May 4, 1881. 

James Balbirnie, undertaker, Muskegon, was born in Ottawa", 
Canada, in 1838, and came to Muskegon in 1865. In 1869 he en- 
gaged in the furniture and undertaking business which he con- 
ducted very successfully until the spring of 1881, when he disposed 
of his furniture and contmued the undertaking branch. Mr. Bal- 
birnie is the oldest undertaker in the city of Muskegon. 

L. 0. Beerman is the proprietor of a large carriage and wagon 
manufactory on Pine street, Muskegon. Mr. Beerman is a native 
of Canada, and came to the States in 1867. In 1878 he came to 
Muskegon, from Spring Lake, Mich., and started his present busi- 
ness. 

Joseph Bedard, M. D., is a native of Montreal, Canada, and 
graduated at Victoria College in 1875. He practiced for a time 
near Montreal and in 1881 came to Muskegon and engaged in 
practice. 

S. Block, M. D., is a native of Austria and came to Muskegon 
in 1880. He graduated at the Vienna University in 1876, and was 
assistant physician and surgeon at the Imperial Hospital for some 
time. Dr. Bloch was born in Bohemia in 1846, and is a gentleman of 
fine culture and thoroughly versed in his profession. He belongs 
to the "regular" school of medicine. 

EoBERT Bloss, foreman of the machine shops at the Chicago 
& West Michigan car works, came to Muskegon in 1879 from Beth- 
lehem, Pa., vfhere he was employed in the Bethlehem Iron Works. 
Mr. Bloss is a skillful machinest. 

W. BoDENDOERFER, saloou kccpcr, was born in Bavaria in 1835, 
came to America in 1849, working on a Wisconsin farm, and com- 
ing to Muskegon in 1853. In 1864 he enlisted in the 3d Mich. 
Inf., but changed to the 5th Mich., and was present at the capitu- 
lation of Gen. Lee. Married May 14, 1869, Anna Hoffman and has 
three boys and one girl. He opened his present place on Western 
Avenue in 1879. 

E. Booth, superintendent of the Car and Engine Works, 
was born in New York, moved when young to Canada, learned his 
trade in Guelph, worked two years in Chicago, three years for the 
Joliet Iron & Steel Works, three years with Alex. Eodgers, and for 
over seven years with the C. & W. M. Eailway. The car shops of 
the C. & W. M. E. E., which are weU planned, were built under the 
superintendence of Mr. Booth. He was appointed to his present 
position in the spring of 1882. 

Wm. Boyer, late of the grocery firm of Ford & Boyer, is a na- 
tive of Ohio, and came to Muskegon in 1871. In 1875 the firm of 
Ford & Boyer was established and two stores opened, the one on 
Ottawa Street being in charge of Mr. Boyer. The firm dissolved in 
1881 and Mr. Boyer retained the Ottawa Street business. 

John Bronson, flour and feed dealer, was born in Middleburg, 
Holland, in 1830. When twenty-three he came to Mill Point, now 
Spring Lake. Having left his wife behind he returned to Holland 
in three years, and it was arranged that his wife and her parents 
should come the following year. For some reason the old people 
did not come, so Mr. B. went over again and brought out his wife 
alone. He came to Muskegon in 1853, and has been in his present 
business since 1868. In the great fire of 1874 he lost his house and 
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shop, but rebuilt it in five weeks. He is the oldest in the business 
and does a large business, and has seen the city grow from a hamlet 
of 300 to its present size. He has been alderman for two terms. 

T>. Brower, proprietor of the Gloverville Glove Manufactory, 
on Western Avenue, is a native of Gloverville, N. Y., and was 
brought up in the business in which he is now engaged. In 1876 
he came to Muskegon and estabhshed his manufactory. His goods 
rank high in the market on account of their quality. 

Chas. W. Brown, late engineer at the Car Works, was born in 
Detroit April 16, 1852. After various changes of residence he came 
to Muskegon in 1864, sailing three^ seasons, and was in the C. & 
W. M. E. E. shops, and engineer on boom tug Eastman, also second 
engineer in the city works in 1880-1881, and came to the car works 
in September. His engine room is a model of neatness. 

Egbert E. Bunker, of the law firm of McLaughlin, Delano & 
Bunker, is one of the rising young attorneys of Muskegon County. 
He is a native of Jackson, Mich., studied law at the University at 
Ann Arbor, and was admitted to practice in May, 1879. In May, 
1880, he came to Muskegon and now belongs to one of the snccess- 
ful law firms in the city. Mr. Bunker is also a member of the boot 
and shoe firm of Cutter & Bunker. He is actively interested in ed- 
ucational matters and is authority on all school affairs of the city 
and county, having served four years as superintendent of the city 
public schools. 

S. C. Chumard, proprietor of the Muskegon City Botthng 
Works, is one of the active business men. Mr. Chumard came to 
Muskegon from Illinois in 1869, and that same year estabhshed his 
present business. He is a native of Pennsylvania and has been 
very successful in his business operations. He is, at the present 
time, largely interested in Utah mining property, and a portion of 
his time is spent in that region, 

Peter Call, proprietor of a saloon and boarding house on Ot- 
tawa Street, Muskegon, came from Whitehall in June, 1881, and 
opened his present place of business. Mr. Call v^as in business at 
Whitehall' for nine years. 

Francis W. Cook, attorney at law, is a native of New York 
State. W^as admitted to practice at St. Jolm's, N. Y., and came to 
Muskegon in Dec. 1870, and has resided here since that time. Mr. 
Cook is a very successful lawyer and has a large practice. 

Charles A. Crandall, stair builder and wood turner, on the 
floor over the Novelty Works on Terrace Street, commenced 
business in Muskegon in the spring of 1881, and has been in his 
present place since February, 1882, and is doing a good business. 
He was, previous to coming to this city, eight years with the Steam's 
Manufacturaig Co., Grand Haven, where he married June 21, 1877, 
Cornelia J. Van Westrienen, of Grand Haven, by whom he has 
two children, Howard A., born Aug. 1, 1878, and Garret J., born 
Dec. 25, 1879. Mr. Crandall is a native of Philadelphia, where he 
was born Aug. 31, 1819. In 1856 he came to Chicago, where he 
learned the trade of wood carving. 

Wm B. Cutter, of the firm of Cutter & Bunker, dealers in 
boots and shoes, is a native of Bangor, Maine. Mr. Cutter came to 
Muskegon in 1870, and in June, 1880, formed a co-partnership with 
E. E. Bunker. Mr. Bunker devotes his entire time to the practice 
of law, which leaves Mr. Cutter with the sole management of the 
store and business. The firm do a large and flourishing business. 

Samuel Davis, manufacturer of cigars at Muskegon, belongs to 
the list of successful manufacturers. Mr. Davis is a native of New 
York State and came to Muskegon in 1875 from Buffalo. In 1876 
he began the manufacture of cigars in the Graham block, but his 
increasing business requiring more room he removed in 1880 to his 
present commodious quarters in Torrent's block. At the present 
time he employs sixteen men and is doing a flourishing business. 



H. L. Delano, of the well known law firm of McLaughlin, De- 
lano & Bunker, is a native of Ohio, and was admitted to the prac- 
tice of law at Hart, Mich., May, 1876. From Hart he went to 
Whitehall and practiced a year, when he removed to Muskegon. In 
February he formed a co-partnership with David McLaughhn and 
Eobt. E. Bunker, under the firm name of McLaughlin, Delano & 
Bunker. 

Nelson DeLong, Mayor of the city and Prosecuting Attorney, 
is a native of Maple Eapids, Mich. Graduated at the University of 
Michigan in March, 1871, and entered upon the practice of law at 
Maple Eapids the same year. After remaining there about two 
years he removed to Muskegon. In 1877 he was elected Prosecu- 
ting Attorney for Muskegon County and reelected in 1879. In 1882 
he was elected Mayor of the city. 

C. P. DoNELSoN, M. D., was born in Flint, Mich., April 11, 1848. 
In 1872 he graduated at Ann Arbor, Mich., and also at the Long Is- 
land Hospital, New York. He had graduated at the Wesleyan Uni- 
versity, of Delaware, in 1867. He was married in March, 1873, to 
Miss Mary A. Johnson, of Kalamazoo. Dr. Donelson has resided 
in Muskegon since 1872, and stands very high in his profession. 

Charles Dunn, dealer in liquors and tobacco. Western avenue 
Muskegon, came here in 1871 from Paw Paw, Mich. In Febru- 
ary, 1881 he purchased the business of Nelson Patterson, which he 
has since continued. Mr. Dunn is a native of New York City. 

A. EcKERMAN, dealer in drugs and medicines, corner Pine street 
and Muskegon avenue, came to Muskegon from Grand Eapids, and 
started in business in the fall of 1881. He enhsted in the service 
in 1862 and served until discharged in 1865. After the war he went 
to Holland, Mich., and removed from there to Grand Eapids. 

EccLES & Bradford, proprietors of American Hotel, corner of 
Water and Market streets. This popular and commodious house is 
kept by Mr. Geo. Eccles and his son-in-law, Andrew Bradford. The 
hotel was established in 1850, and a large addition made in 1866. It 
is three stories in height, accommodates 75 with rooms, but its large 
run is for day boarders. The proprietors are both veterans of the 
last war. Mr. Eacles enlisted in Co. E. 2d Mich. Cavalry, at Grand 
Eapids on the 11th of September, 1861. After three years' service 
he re-enlisted till the close of the war, and was in the armies o 
Thomas and Eosecrans. 

A. Bradford was born in Oakland Co., Mich., in 1842, and 
came to Muskegon in 1856 in connection with the mail stage to 
Grand Eapids; enhsted in 1862 in 2d Mich. Cavalry, army of Cum- 
berland; was in Perryville, Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Franldin, 
Eesaca, Nashville, raided into Georgia with Gen. Wilson, and was 
mustered out at close of war. In 1866 he married Mary, daughter 
of G. Eccles, by wdiom he has one daughter, Aime, born Sep. 4, 
1867. Mr. Bradford was also in the American Express Company 
seven years. 

Frank Eimer was born in Germany in 1822; came to Wiscon- 
sin in 1854, and after two years came to Muskegon engaging in 
sawmiUing. After a few years he went to Texas, where he remained 
until 1861, when he returned to Muskegon where, in 1863, he en- 
listed in the army, serving bravely until the close of the war, and 
has been ever since in the employ of Eyerson, Hills & Co. In 1848 
he married Miss C. Keller, of Germany, who died in 1861. Three 
years afterwards he married Miss Magdalena Zerwes, of Milwaukee, 
by whom he has four children. 

Henry Elends, baker and confectioner. Terrace street, has a 
fine establishment of 40 feet frontage, established in 1880. He was 
born in Gottingen, in 1837. When 26 years of age he came to 
America ; was three years in Fond du Lac, and fifteen years on the 
south side of Chicago. He is very skilled in his business, which he 
learned in his native town. He married in 1864 Augusta Loth, of 
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Silesia, and has lost six children. In 1861 he enlisted with one 
hundred others of the Turnverein Society in the army of the Cum- 
berland ; was captured at Murfreesboro, and nearly starved in Libby 
prison; discharged in 1864. 

Jedson Ellis, M. D., is one of the rising young physicians of 
Muskegon. He is a native of Ontario, Canada, and graduated at 
Trinity College, Toronto, in 1879. After practicing a little more 
than a year near Hamilton, Canada, he came to Muskegon in the 
Spring of 1881. He belongs to the regular school of physicians. 

Wn^LL^M H. Fletcher is an extensive grocer, on Western ave- 
nue. He is a native of Vermont, and came to Michigan from 
Hartford, Conn., in 1872. In 1876 he came to Muskegon and en- 
gaged in the mercantile business. Mr. Fletcher is a young man of 
great energy and has succeeded in building up a large and prosper- 
ous business. 

E. K. Ford, late of the firm of Ford & Boyer, grocers, Muske- 
gon, was born in Erie Co., N. Y., in 1835. In 1853 he came to 
Michigan, and remained for a while in Ottawa County. For several 
years he has owned a sawmiU at Twin Lake. In 1873 he came to 
Muskegon and went into the grocery business with Wm. Boyer, the 
firm name being Ford & Boyer. They had two stores, one on West- 
ern avenue and one on Ottawa street. The firm dissolved in the 
Fall of 1881, Mr. Ford retaining the store on Western avenue, and 
Mr. Boyer that on Ottawa street. 

N. B. Green, of the firm of N. B. Green & Son, dealers in fresh 
and salt meats, on Western avenue, Muskegon, was born in Water- 
town, N. Y., in 1827. In 1849 he went to California where he re- 
mained eleven years. For several years he was in business at Paw 
Paw, and in 1880 came to Muskegon and started business as above 
stated. 

H. M. Oilman, with A. H. Petrie, Muskegon, is a New York 
State man, and came to Muskegon in 1876, and engaged in business. 
The firm are extensive dealers in bark, railroad ties and coal. 

Fritz Hasse, dealer in fresh and salt meats, Pine street, Mus- 
kegon, is a native of Germany, and came to this country in 1869. 
Soon after reaching this country he came to Muskegon. He lias 
been in the meat business since 1876. 

J. L. Hamilton is the proprietor of a maat market on Western 
avenue, and has been in business there since September, 1880. He 
is a native of Ireland; landed in this country in 1872, and came to 
Muskegon in 1874, from Chicago. 

Peter Hokonson, engineer for W. H. Bigelow, Muskegon, was 
born in Norway, Oct. 1, 1845, and at 12 learned to be a machinist 
with Mr. Ging, an Englishman; immigrated in 1869, first to Grand 
Eapids; Avorked four years for Eodgers, of Muskegon, then for 
Montague Iron W^orks; returned to Muskegon in 1877. Married in 
February, 1871, Marta Bjornstad, and has three children; Hokon, 
born 1873; Lena, 1875; Sarah, 1877. 

W. P. & J. H. Heimbach, flour and feed dealers, 46 and 48 
Western avenue, established their business in 1879, and are sons of 
Daniel Heimbach, of Walworth, Wis., for thirty years a sailor on 
the lakes. They are worthy young men, and do a large and increas- 
ing trade. 

Nelius Holthe, for three years Supervisor of First Ward, was 
born in Norway, in 1832, and was the son of a justice of the peace 
and farmer. When 37 he came out to America, soon finding his 
way into the pineries of Michigan ; has been in Muskegon since 
1870, working in shops and sawmills, being a blacksmith by trade; 
has been four years policeman, two years constable and three years 
supervisor; is agent for emigrant steamship lines. 

D. W. Henderson, of the Novelty Works, Terrace street, Mus- 
kegon, was born in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, in 1854. When three 
years of age his parents removed to Howick, Ontario, where, after 



learning his trade, he came first to Chicago, and in 1870 to Muske- 
gon, shortly after starting in business for himself. He had a fine 
three-story brick carriage shop 30x45 feet, with a wooden annex 
and a blacksmith shop, each 22x40 feet; employing eleven men,'and 
turning out annually |15,000 worth o*I work. In the FaU of 1881 he 
entered into the Novelty Iron Works' Company, which carries on 
an extensive business in his establishment. 

Albert Hohenstein, -leader of the brass and string band, which 
has been organized and in active operation since 1875, and now con- 
sists of twelve pieces and drum major. Mr. H. was born in Prus- 
sia, April 12, 1830; came to America 1852, having previously stud- 
ied music in Berhn Academy. He also studied at Detroit; came to 
Muskegon in 1875. He has leased the DeKalb Hotel, which is be- 
ing enlarged by twenty rooms, and is to be named the Hotel Hohen- 
stein. 

John J. Howden, plumber and gas fitter, was born in Whitby, 
Ontario, in 1846, and at 12 years of age came to Pt. Huron, re- 
maining there two years connected with gas company. In 1871 he 
came to Muskegon in order to build and superintend the gas works. 
Mr. Howden married Miss Maria Walker, of his native place. 

J. E. Jamison, Justice of the Peace, Muskegon, was a native of 
New Y^ork State, and came to Muskegon in 1869. In 1870 he was 
admitted to the bar, and was Circuit Court Commissioner from 1872 
to 1878, and was elected again in 1880. He held the office of Jus- 
tice of the Peace from 1872 to 1876, and was again elected iiKl880. 
He died of consumption March 17, 1882, and was interred at Ovid, 
Mich., his former home. His remains were accompanied to the 
depot at Muskegon by Masons and Knights of Pythias, of which so- 
cieties he was a prominent member. He was well known and 
widely esteemed. 

Jacob Jesson & Co., proprietors of the Central Drug Store, 
Muskegon, Mich. The above named firm commenced business 
Jan. 15th, 1881, on the corner of Western Avenue and Jefferson 
street, since which time they have done a large and an increasing 
business. Their prescription business far exceeds anything in that 
line ever done here by any other firm. On account of their exten- 
sive drug trade their customers can always rely upon receiving pure 
and fresh drugs, that can be depended upon. Mr, Jacob Jesson, 
who has charge of the business, is an old settler in Muskegon, and 
commenced to learn his trade with S. H. Wagener in 1866, since 
which time he has been actively engaged in the drug business, and 
has earned for himself the reputation of being one of the best drug- 
gists in this part of the State. The other members of the firm are 
Dr. 0. C. Wilhams, Dr. J. M. Cook and Dr. C. P. Donelson. 

L. N. Keating, lawyer, was born in Monroe Co., Mich., in 
1840; read law with the Hon. E. L. Koon, of Hillsdale, and prac- 
ticed law in that place for nine years, after graduating in the Law 
Department of the University of Michigan. In the Spring of 1875 
he came to Muskegon, and has established an extensive and lucra- 
tive practice. He married, Nov. 10th, 1869, Martha A., daughter 
of the Hon. John P. Cook, of Hillsdale. 

W. B. Kelly, flour and feed dealer. Pine street, near Western 
Avenue, was born Dec. 25, 1842, in Wayne Co., Mich., and mar- 
ried, Dec. 25, 1866, Mattie J., daughter of Dr. Hollembach. He 
enhsted in Co. H., 1st Mich. Inf., from Ypsilanti, for three months, 
at the time of Bull Eun, and again enhsted in 1862, in the 4th 
Mich. Cav., in the Army of the Cumberland; was captured at Chic- 
amauga and imprisoned fourteen months at Eichmond and Ander- 
sonville, and was not released until the following July. He esta]^- 
hshed his flour and feed business in 1872, v/as burned out in 1874, 
and has now a well filled store 24x70 feet. 

James D. Kingsbury, proprietor of the " New York Tea Store" 
on WesterJi Avenue, came from East Saginaw, in June, 1881, and 
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opened one of the finest stores in tlie city. He confines his business 
almost wholly to tea, cofi'ee,^ spices and crockery, and is rapidly 
building up a large trade. Mr. Kingsbury is a native of Ohio. 

H. Langland is the junior member of the hardware firm of 
J. Vanderwerp & Co., doing business on Pine street and Western 
Avenue. Mr. Langland is a native of Holland and came to this 
country in 1865, and in 1866 came to Muskegon. The present firm 
dates from 1871. 

Joseph Lasser, the popular barber, on Western Avenue and 
Thayer street, is a native of France, and came to Chicago in 1848. 
From there he went to Grand Haven, and then to Muskegon, in 
1865. He employs three or four assistants, has hot and cold 
baths, and does the largest business in his line in the city. 

WmLiAM Mo Comb, photographic artist, ranks high in his pro- 
fession, and has a very fine gallery. He is a native of Ottawa, 
Canada, and settled here iil 1878, opening his gallery on Western 
Avenue. Mr. McComb does a very large business, ranking among 
the best in his line in the State. 

WmLiAM M. McKmLiPwas born in Washington Co., New York, 
in 1822. In 1846 he came to Chicago, where he remained five 
years. From Chicago he went to Grand Traverse, where he was 
engaged in lumbering for nine years. He then returned to Chicago, 
and after remaining there four years went to the U]3per Peninsula, 
where he was engaged in lumbering for two years. In 1867 he 
came to Muskegon from Kenosha, Wis., and was in charge of the 
miU and lumber business of Chapin & Foss until they sold out, 
during the past year. He has purchased an interest in a Manistee 
mill. 

L. E. Marvin, M.D., was born in Erie, N. Y., in 1848, and 
graduated in Chicago in February, 1870. He came to Muskegon 
the following April, and began the practice of his profession. Dr. 
Marvin belongs to the Homeopathic school of medicine, and although 
yet a young man, enjoys the confidence of the public and has a large 
practice. 

W. H. Miller started in business at Whitehall as a dentist in 
the year 1878, and removed to Muskegon in June, 1880, and at 
once entered into the pursuit of his avocation over Bolza's jewelry 
store, where his office is now located. His dental parlors are sup- 
plied with all the modern improvements that are now known to 
successful dentistry. Mr. Miller also operates a branch office at 
Grand Haven, which at present has a fine run of trade. He enjoys 
the enviable reputation of being Muskegon's best and most skillful 
dentist, and has a very large and steadily improving business, which 
he has gained by a strict and close attention to the minutest details 
of his profession. His parlors are located in a prominent part of 
the city, and their arrangement gives evidence of his taste in 
the line of arranging and decorating. He is still a young man, and 
by his temperate habits and gentlemanly deportment has won a host 
of friends, who recognize fully his excellent qualities as an operator 
in his particular line of business. The satisfaction his work has 
given to those who have had occasion to place themselves under his 
care speaks in the most laudatory terms, and is a certain guarantee 
of his future success and popularity. In the matter of fine work he 
f stands to-day without a successful rival in Muskegon city or county. 
He also receives a large patronage from the surrounding hamlets, 
where his reputation as a dentist is irreproachable. Visitors are 
always cordially welcomed and they will never fail to find the 
" latch string out. " 

L. B. Morse, proprietor of the City Omnibus and Hack Line, 
is a native of New York State, and came to Muskegon in 1866, 
from Grand Eapids. In 1871 he established his present business. 
He first started in the rear of where Mason's block now stands, but 



was obliged to seek larger quarters, and in 1878 removed to the 
large and convenient building he now occupies. 

Sidney S. Morris, of the National Steam Sausage Factory, 
packer and dealer in provisions, etc., was born in Kings Co., N. Y., 
in 1844; attended school at Birmingham, Eng., taking seven trips 
across the Atlantic; learned his business in New York city and 
Chicago; came to Muskegon in 1871, commencing his business the 
follomng year, in which he takes the lead in the county. He en- 
listed in 1862 for three years in the First New York Dragoons, and 
was in all Sheridan's campaigns, going out with the rank of Eegi- 
imental Commissary Sergeant. 

Nelson Patterson, ex-proprietor of the Hofstra House, was 
born in Kingston, Canada, in 1837. He first came to Michigan in 
1856, to St. Jo. In 1871 he removed to WhitehaU. While there 
he held the offices of Deputy Sherifl" and City Marshal. In 1861 
he enhsted in the Third Michigan Cava%. He first enlisted for 
three years, and at the expiration of that time returned home, and, 
after staying thirty days, re-enlisted for three years more, or during 
the war. He was in a large number of battles but received but one 
wound. Was in hospital several times, but never to remain a great 
length of time. He was, in the fullest sense, an active soldier, and 
experienced all phases of a soldier's life. After ^Ye years of hard 
service he was discharged in 1866 as Sergeant. From San An- 
tonio, Texas, .he came north with his regiment, and was mustered 
out at Jackson, Mich. In 1878 Mr. Patterson came to Muskegon 
and leased the Hofstra House, which he sold out early in 1882, 
having proved a very popular landlord, and now resides in White- 
hall, engaging in the bark and tie business. 

F. A. Perry, dealer in hats, caps and gent's furnishing goods, 
is a native of New Y^ork State. In 1869 he came to Muskegon and 
engaged in business at 60, Western Avenue. In 1876 he removed 
his stock to the store he now occupies, at 123 Western Avenue. 
Mr. Perry is a reliable business man. 

0. P. PiLLSBURY, a prominent and highly respected lumberman 
of Muskegon, was born in Maine Feb. 2, 1826, came west in 1850, 
and has also spent some time in the railroad business in the Middle 
States, has been largely identified with the lumbering interests of 
the county, having built the miU now owned by Hamilton, Gerrish 
& Co. He has been on the school board, and been twice mayor of 
the city. 

Fred. L. Eeynolds, dealer in books aud stationery, came to 
I Muskegon in 1866 from Texas. During the war he was connected 
; with the Quarter-Master's department, and for some time was in the 
I Quarter-Master General's office at Washington. After coming here 
I he engaged in the book and stationery trade, the firm at that time 
I being Bolza & Eeynolds. Subsequently the former retired and Mr. 
; Eeynolds continued alone. He also does a large railroad ticket bus- 
I iness, and has charge of the Opera House. 

I John Eiordan & Co., dry goods merchants, 109 ^Western Ave- 

; nue, have^a fine establishment, next to Mann Bros., for whom Mr. 
\ Eiordan has been manager many years, and has commenced for 
i himself early in 1882. He was born in New York State in 1836, 
I and came at an early day with his 'parents to Washtenaw County, 
I Mich., being on the farm until twelve years of age. He has had 
fourteen year's experience in the dry goods business. Eesidence 
No. 100 Webster Avenue. 

Egbert G. Eobson, dealer in picture frames and confectionery, 
First Street, was born in London, England, in 1824, and came to 
this country in 1849, and in 1877 came to Muskegon from lUinois. 
He has been engaged in his present business since 1878. 

Nicholas Schuler, grocer, is one of the old settlers of the place. 
He is a native of Germany and reached this country in 1853. In 
1854 he came to Muskegon and for many years worked at his trade 
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Thomas Mebrill, liveiy staUe keeper, was bom in Vermont, in 
1824, came to Washtenaw county, Mich., in 1885, to 6h»nd Bapids 
in 1844, and in 1B49 to Ferrysbn^, and remained until 1870 as 
foreman for GoL Feny's mills, when he came to Muskegon, opening 
the first livery stable, which he still continues, and having now 80 
horses. The only outlet the people of Muskegon had for eight years was 
the stage line operated by Culbert Bros, in this city and Mr. Merrill 
on the Fenysburg end of the route. They used to have over thirty 
horses, and carried freight and passengers especially when naviga- 
tion was closed. Mr. Merrill is a gentleman highly respected by 
all who have his acquaintance, which is very extensive, as he is one 
of the pioneeprs of Ottawa and Muskegon Counties. His stables are 
very commodious, and are situated not far from the Hofstra Block* 
As a judge of horses Mr. Merrill from his^long experience is not ex- 
celled in the county, and he keeps the best he can find. Mr. Mer- 
rill has never been a man who aspired to public honors or offices, 
his great pride being to have a first-class establishment in his own 
line of private business. Notwithstanding that Mr. Merrill is ap- 
proaching three score he is hale and hearty, having been blessed 
with a powerful physique and a sound constitution. He is a good 
specimen of the sound old pioneer stock. 

Mr. Merrill has a stock of very interesting reminiscences of the 
olden times, and we are indebted to him for an account of the 
early staging in this county, and of the opening up of the road 
system. 
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L. A, Waldron is a good type of Muskegon's successful hxsi- 
nesa men. Still hale and hearty, and in the prime of life, he has 
acquired a competency by strict attention to budness, uonted with 
energy of chameter and firmness of principle. In 1867, shortly 
after Ihe dose of the civil war, in which he had for three years 
borne arms in defense of tiie Union, Mr. Waldron commenced the 
boot and shoe business, in which he had had no previous experi- 
ence, he having been brought up on his father's farm, but owing to 
physical inability he was imable to continue at that occupation. 
With very Umited capital, with no experience in the business, 
through fire and through periods of comtnercial depression, Mr. 
Waldron still was able to breast every wave of difficulty and to reach 
the hav^ of success. He has the popular boot and shoe business 
of Muskegon, and carries a veiy full line of goods. His ordered work 
is especially in demand by those who desire a first-class article and 
good fit. Mr. Waldron is a native of Washtenaw Co., Mich., and 
was bom S^t. 8th, 1884, his parents having emigrated to this State 
at a very early date, and having undergone the usual privations of 
the early pioneers. His father, who was bom near Boston, had to 
go mth his grist to Detroit, a distance of forty miles, through ex- 
ecrable roads, and was often gone a week on his arduous journey. 
Mr. Waldron had only the limited advantages of the district schools 
of those primitive times, and even that for but a limited period. 
He married, May 14th, 1867, Cordelia Clark, of Grand Rapids, and 
has a family of one son and two daughters. 




as carpenter. In 1863 he engaged in the grocery business, which 
he still continues. 

Geokoe Schwegler is a native of Germany and came to this 
country in 1849. In 1859 he came to Muskegon from Manistee. 
Upon the breaking out of the war in 1861 he enhsted and served 
until the close of the war. He was wounded at the first battle of 
Bull Eun. Mr. Schwegler served as Marshal in Muskegon for some 
time and was Deputy Sheriff for four years. He has been in the 
hotel business from 1878 to 1882. 

Henry Sessing was born in Holland in 1837 and came to Mus- 
kegon in 1866, working in saw mills until 1870, when he com- 
menced business for himself in the grocery line, doing a successful 
trade. In 1866 he married Miss Flora Wilde, of Holland, by whom 
he has a family of four childien. 

A. D. Sherry, ex-foreman of the Eound House at the Chicago 
& West Michigan car shops, came to Muskegon from Ithaca, N. Y., 
in 1880, and in July, 1881, was promoted to his present position. 
For some time he was in the machinery depaitment of the car shops 
at Geneva, N. Y. He was in the employ of the iron works at Beth- 
lehem, Pa., for nine years. 

John H. Simons, proprietor of the Washington House, came to 
Muskegon in 1873 from Whitehall, where he kept the Harwood 
House. The Washington House is one of the pioneer hotels in 
Muskegon. It was built in 1853 for a mill boarding house and was 
changed to a hotel in 1862. Mr. Simons enlisted in the service in 
1863 at Grand Eapids, and was with the 1st Mich. Engineers and 
Mechanics until the close of the war. 

Andrew C. Smith is a native of Detroit and came to Muskegon 
in 1870. In 1876 he opened a meat market on Western Avenue, 
and is doing, at the present time, an excellent business. 

A. D. Smith, foreman at the tin shop of the Chicago & West 
Michigan Eepair Works, is a native of Holly, Mich., where he 
learned his trade. He came to Muskegon in 1875 to take the posi- 
tion which he now holds. 

Frank P. Snyder, foreman of the paint shop of the Chicago & 
West Michigan Eepair Works, Muskegon, came from Grand Eapids 
in 1877, and has been in his present position since 1879. He 
learned his trade at Grand Eapids, and was engaged at decorative 
painting for some time. 

F. P. Stamp, M. D., is a native of Cass County, Mich., and be- 
gan practice at Union, Cass County, Mich., in 1875. In 1880 he 
came to Muskegon, where he has since been in practice. Dr. 
Stamp belongs to the "regular" school of medicine, and is especial- 
ly successful in the practice of surgery. 

J. P. Stodd^'^d, M. D., is a recent acquisition to the medical 
fraternity of Muskegon, having located here in 1880. Dr. Stoddard 
was born in Jackson, Mich., Feb. 22, 1836. and was a student at 
Ann Arbor, and attended Bellevue Hospital, New York, in 1867. 
He entered upon the practice of his profession at Albion, Mich., in 
1867, and continued there until he came to Muskegon in 1880. He 
belongs to the Eegular school, and is doing a large practice. 

J. T. Sturgis, harness manufacturer, Muskegon, is a native of 
Eochester, N. Y., and came to Muskegon from Eomeo, Mich., in 
1867. For seven years after coming here Mr. Sturgis was engaged 
in fruit growing, and in 1874 began the manufacture of harness. 
He was in the service as a member of the 9th Mich. Inf., from 1861 
to 1865. 

J. H. Thorburn, foreman of car shops, born in Detroit, 1843, 
learned there the business of carpenter and car builder at Michigan 
Central Shops. In September, 1863, joined the navy as ship car- 
penter in the Mississippi squadron, was at the capture of Vicksburg, 
bridge building at Atlanta, six months on government railway con- 
struction at Chattanooga, was at battles of Franklin, Nashville, etc. 



After various changes in all of which he was Holding responsible 
positions and gaining experience, he came in June, 1881, from the 
Pullman car works. 

Albert Towl, dealer in groceries and provisions, Western ave- 
nue, is one of the successful business men of the city. Mr. Towl is 
a native of Ohio, and came to Muskegon from Bryan, 0., in 1867. 
He enhsted in 1863 in Co. E. 86th Ohio Inf., and was in the ser- 
vice until 1864. Upon being mustered out of service he went into 
the Quartermaster's department, at Nashville, Tenn., where he re- 
mained about eighteen months. After reaching Muskegon he went 
into the grocery business. In 1874 he was burned out but immedi- 
ately rebuilt and continued business without interruption. 

A. S. Van Buren is a recent acquisition to the ranks of Mus- 
kegon business men. He was formerly in business in Kalamazoo, 
and in 1880 came here and opened a furniture and crockery store 
on Terrace street. He has already estabhshed an excellent business, 
having now a double store in the JVeivs and Ile2J0TteT Block. 

F. Vanderwerp is one of the enterprising business men of 
Muskegon. His parents were seafaring people. In 1872 Mr. Van- 
derwerp came to Muskegon from Allegan county, and engaged in 
the dry goods and grocery business. In 1876 he engaged in the 
sewing machine business and has continued in it since that time, 
although he has been interested in other branches of trade during 
the past five years. He now does the largest business in sewing 
machines and musical instruments of any firm in this part of the 
State. He has branch offices at Grand Haven, Whitehall and Pent- 
water. 

John Vanderwerp, Jr. is one of the young and enterprising 
business men of Muskegon. He was born in Ottawa county, in 
1856, and came to Muskegon in 1870. In 1873 he engaged in 
business for himself on Pine street, and is doing a large business in 
groceries and drugs, and is also the senior member of the hardware 
firm of J. Vanderwerp & Co., besides being interested in the sewing 
machine business. 

J. A. D, Vanderwerp 'of the firm of Montgomery & Vander- 
werp, furniture dealers, Muskegon, is a native of Holland and came 
to this country in 1864. In 1873 he came to Muskegon from Alle- 
gan county and was engaged in the hardware business unril 1876, 
when he became a member of the present firm. 

John H. Van Eiper, proprietor of the Clifton House, was born 
near Patterson, New Jersey, Sept. 24, 1813, In 1877 he came to 
Muskegon from St. Joseph, Mich., and engaged in the hotel busi- 
ness. 

Dr. J. S. Vaughan, dentist, was born in Columbus, Chenango 
county, N. Y., in 1834, and was brought up in his native place; 
learned cabinet making at Courtland, N. Y., and went thence to the 
piano factory at Norwich, leaving that for Chicago in 1856, and 
thence to Janesville, Wis., where he entered a dentist's office, and 
has ever since followed that profession. He came to Muskegon in 
1866, his office now being in Torrent's Block. Besides being a 
skillful and popular dentist, the doctor has a keen sense of musical 
enjoyment, and is an excellent performer on the violin of which he 
has five in his office, and one at least is almost invaluable, a Stradi- 
varius, supposed to be as old as 1700, but traced back to 1800. It 
was brought over by an Irish heutenant in the War of 1812, he 
having purchased it in 1800 while in Italy. The lieutenant sold it 
in New York for $25, while on a debauch, and offered in vain $500 
for it next day. Dr. Vaughan is the fourth owner of it since that, 
and esteems himself fortunate when he draws out its rich and mel- 
low tones. 

J. D. Westervelt, of Muskegon, is one of the leading photo- 
graphers of the State, and has without doubt, the finest suite of 
rooms for his business, in Michigan. Mr. Westervelt is a native of 
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Niles, Mich., and is a natural artist. Early in life he made choice 
of the vocation for which he is so happily adapted. In 1858 he 
began business for himself in Niles and after seven years has been 
doing business in various portions of the State until 1875 when he 
came to Muskegon. From the first he acquired a liberal patronage 
and when the new postoffice building was projected he made nego- 
tiations for having the entire second floor fitted for his use. In 
August, 1881, he moved into his new and elegant apartments over 
the postofi&ce, and opened in Muskegon the most elaborate and ele- 
gant suite of photographic rooms in the State. Mr. Westervelt has 
done the photographs for many of the fine steel engravings in this 
work. 

A. WiEGEL, confectioner, Western avenue, came here in 1874 
from Detroit, and engaged in the manufacture of confectionery. 
After continuing in a small way for three years he had succeeded in 
increasing his business to such an extent that increased facihties 
were necessary, and in 1877 he removed to his present commodious 
quarters, and is now doing a large and successful business. 

J. E. Williams, foreman of blacksmith shop at car works, 
was born in Wyoming Co., N. Y., in September, 1834. When 13 
he removed to Wayne Co., Mich., and when 17 learned his trade, 
first in horseshoeing, and in railway shops in which he was sixteen 
years; had charge of Jackson Wagon Co. 's Works for nine years; 
was in construction corps at Nashville during war; was in Mich. 
Cent. Car department two years ; two and one-half years master 
builder at Ft. Wayne Government Works ; one year on Central Pa- 
cific, and lastly in Jackson shops, whence he came at the opening of 
Muskegon Car Works. Mr. W. is very ingenious, and has a num- 
ber of devices for facilitating labor, patented and unpatented. 

Wm. B. Wilson, druggist, was born at Palmyra. N. Y., in 
1829. He was for several years in the drug business at Adrian, 
Mich., and was in the same business at Hillsdale. In 1875 he came 
to Muskegon and was deputy treasurer of the county from 1875 to 
1879. Upon retiring from that office he bought out the drug- store 
of Mr. Benson, and is engaged in that business at the present time. 
Mr. Wilson has been a prominent member of the Knights Templar 
since 1865, and in May, 1880, was elected Grand Commander of 
■ the Knights Templar of Michigan, for the term of one year. At the 
close of his term he was presented with a Past Grand Commander's 
Jewel, an elegant and costly piece of workmanship. 

Peter Wintermute, livery and sale stable keeper. Market St., 
Muskegon, was born in Orange Co., N. Y., November, 1843, and 
came to Muskegon April 3, 1876, entering at once in his present 
business, and has increased it so that he has now thirty horses, and 
twenty-eight fine carriages. In 1881 Mr. W. was elected Alderman 
for the Second Ward. His business is large and increasing. In 
1882 he was elected President of the Council. 

A. B. Wood, of the firm of A. B. Wood & Co., general job 
printers, Muskegon, is a native of New York State, and came to 
Michigan in 1836. Mr. Wood is one of the veteran pubhshers of 
the State. For a time he was engaged in the publishing business 
in Ludington village, and afterwards in other sections of the State. 
He came to Muskegon in 1880, and is now engaged with his son in 
conducting a job office. Mr. Wood enlisted in the service in 1863, 
in the 27th Mich. Infantry. He held the rank of Captain, and 
served until the close of the war. 

AsHFORD Wood, of the firm of Tillottson & Wood, general insur- 
ance agents, is a native of New York State. In 1876 he came to 
Muskegon from Lake Superior, and engaged in the insurance busi- 
ness as a member of the above-named firm. This is one of the 
leading insurance firms in the city. 

Hubert F. Young, saloon keeper, in new building nearly op- 
posite the Occidental, which was erected by Herman Franke, was 



born in Muskegon in 1857, and is a son of Frank Young, who came 
in 1848, and has a fruit farm near the city. Hubert F. married on 
the 4th of January, 1881, Rosetta Meurer. 

Jacob Zerwes, cigar manufacturer, is a native of Milwaukee, 
Wis., and came to Muskegon in 1865. After working at his trade 
for fifteen years, in 1880 he started a manufacturing estabhshment 
of his own, and is doing a prosperous business. 



Below we give a few biographies of those connected with dif- 
ferent 

SAW MILLS 

on the south side of the lake : — 

THAYER LUMBER COMPANY. 

William Brinen, foreman of the Thayer Lumber company's 
mills, came to Muskegon from Wisconsin, in March* 1865. Soon 
after arriving in Muskegon he went to work in the same mill of 
which he is now foreman. The mill at that time belonged to L. G. 
Mason & Co., known as the Mason mill. Mr. Brinen has been fore- 
man of the mill since 1876. He is now serving a second terin as 
aldsrman. 

T. McCarthy, filer in charge of the gang sawmill of the Thayer 
Lumber Company, came to Muskegon in 1862, and the same year 
enhsted at Kalamazoo in the 27th Michigan Infantry, and served in 
the war until its close, in 1865. After the war he was engaged at 
millwright work for some years, and in 1876 took the position he 
stiU holds, 

Orlando C. Winslow, in charge of the circular saws at the 
Thayer Lumber company's sawmill, is an old resident of Muskegon, 
and has worked in the sawmill since 1869. He took the position of 
saw filer in the Spring of 1881. 

Henry W. Cooper, engineer at the sawmiU of the Thayer Lum- 
ber Company, came to Muskegon from New Zealand, his native X3lace, 
in 1872 He was engineer at C. H. Hackley & Co.'s mill for six 
years, and in the Spring of 1880 began in his present place. 

P. W. Maxwell, foreman of the yard at the sawmiU of the 
Thayer Lumber Company, came to Muskegon in 1870, from Holton, 
where he was in the employ of Blodgett & Byrne. For five years 
after coming to Muskegon he was in the employ of Eyerson, HiUs & 
Co., and since 1875 has been in his pre sent Jplace. 

Wm. Lange, blacksmith at the Thayer Lumber company's mill, 
came to Muskegon in 1865, and for three years was in the employ 
of John Torrent. He has been in his present place since 1878. 
Mr. Lange enlisted at Jefferson Co., N. Y., in 1861, in the 1st New 
York Artillery, and served until September, 1864, when he received 
his discharge, and soon afterward came to Muskegon. 

C. H. HACKLEY & CO. 

Thomas Hume, of the firms of C. H. Hackley & Co., and Hack- 
ley & Hume, lumbermen, was born in Ireland, in 1848, and came 
to Muskegon in 1870. He engaged with the firm of C. H, Hackley 
& Co., as book-keeper, in which position he remained until June, 
1881, when he became a member of the above-named firm. 

D. De Baker is in charge of the lath mill at C. H. Hack- 
ley & Co.'s sawmill. Mr. Baker is a native of Holland, and came to 
Muskegon in 1862. In 1863 he began in his present place in which 
capacity he has since been continuously employed. 

K. Thompson, filer in charge of the gang saws at C. H. Hackley 
& Co.'s sawmill, came to Muskegon from Wisconsin in 1865. Was 
saw filer in the Mason mill for about six years. In 1871 he went 
East, and was absent about ten years. Upon his return in 1881, 
he entered the employ of Hackley & Co. as saw filer. 

William Tweed ale, saw filer in charge of the circular saws at 
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the sawmill of C. H. Hackley & Co., has been a resident of Muske- 
gon since 1866. He has been employed in lumbering about twenty 
years, and has been in his present place since the Spring of 1881. 

Geo. H. Galbkaith, engineer at the sawmill of C. H. Hackley 
& Co., came to Muskegon in 1867, and has always been employed 
in sawn^ills and machine shops. He was for five years engineer at 
the Bigelow mill, and began in his present place the Spring of 1881. 

BIGELOW & CO. 

John Hughes, foreman of the sawmill of Bigelow & Co. came 
to Muskegon in 1862, and in 1865 began work at Bigelow & Co.'s 
mill. In 1878 he was made foreman, which position he still holds. 

Charles Bakstrom, engineer at Bigelow & Co.'s sawmill, is a 
native of Sweden, and came to this country in 1880. He came di- 
rect to Muskegon, and worked in a machine shop until the Spring 
of 1881, Avhen he commenced in his present place. 

BLODGETT & BYENE. 

A. J. WiLcox, foreman of Blodgett & Byrne's sawmill, came 
to Muskegon in 1871 and engaged at mill work. In 1875 he com- 
menced work for Blodgett & Byrne, and in 1879 was made foreman. 

SWAN, WHITE & SMITH. 

Archibald Gilchrist, foreman of the sawmill of Swan, White 
& Smith, has been a resident of Muskegon since 1867, and has been 
engaged at mill work and logging. He has been in his present place 
since the Spring of 1881. 

A. J. Scott, saw filer at the sawmill of Swan, White & Smith's 
is one of the pioneer saw filers on the lakQ, having been engaged at 
this work for twenty-four years. He has been in his present place 
since 1865. At the breaking out of the war he enhsted at Fond Du 
Lac, Wis., in the 14th Wis. Infantry, and served until 1864, when 
he received his discharge and came to Muskegon. 

Henry Bourdo, saw filer at the sawmill of Swan, White & 
Smith, has lived in Muskegon twenty-five years. For twelve years 
he has been in continuous service at this mill, and since 1868 has 
filled the position of saw filer. 

WALWORTH & REED. 

Egbert Cord, foreman of the saw mill of Walworth & Eeed, has 
been a resident of Muskegon County for fourteen years, and has 
been at mill work for thirty years. In 1879 he came from Lake 
Harbor to take the place in which he is now engaged. 

James M. Parrish, saw filer at the saw mill of Walworth & Eeed, 
came to Muskegon in 1879 from Whitehall and has been in thepres- 
en place since that time. Mr. Parish served in the war as a mem- 
ber of the 3d Michigan Cavalry, from 1861 to 1864. Upon receiving 
his discharge he re-enhsted in the, 6th Michigan Heavy Artillery, and 
served until the close of the war. 

HAMILTON, GERRISH & €0. 

Egbert Beynon, saw filer in charge of the gang saws at the 
saw mill of Hamilton, Gerrish & Co., has lived in Muskegon eleven 
years, and has been filing since 1870. He began in his present 
place in 1873. 

William H. Lewis, foreman of the saw mill of Hamilton, Ger- 
rish & Co., has been engaged at mill work in Muskegon for twenty- 
four years. For eight years he was with the firm of C. H. Hackley 
& Co., and has been in his present place since the spring of 1880. 

RYERSON, HILLS & CO. 

Charles Miller, engineer at the saw mill of Eyerson, Hills & 
Co., began mill work in Muskegon in 1859, and has been in his 
present place since 1872. At the breaking out of the war he en- 
hsted at Grand Eapids in the 3d Michigan Infantry, and served until 
the close of the war in 1865. 
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Henry Jacobs, foreman of the saw mill of Eyerson, HiUs & Co., 
has been in the continuous service of this firm since May, 1856, and 
is the oldest mill foreman on the lake. Mr. Jacobs is a native of 
Germany, and came to this country in 1854, and in 1856 entered 
the employ of Eyerson & Hills. He has been foreman of their mill 
since 1866. 

Fred H. Kelsey, saw filer in charge of the circular saws at the 
saw mill of Eyerson, Hills & Co., has been a resident of Muskegon 
since 1867, and has been at mill work aU of that time. He has 
been in his present place since the spring of 1881. 

beidler manufacturing CO. 

James Smith is the Muskegon member of the Beidler Manufact- 
uring Lumber Company. Mr. Smith is a native of England and 
came to this country in 1855. He first went to Saginaw, Mich., and 
remained until 1860 when he came to Muskegon and went to work 
for the Beidler Manufacturing Company. He rose to be foreman of 
the mill, and fiUed the position to the thorough satisfaction of his 
employers. In the spring of 1870 the company was re-organized 
and Mr. Smith took an interest in the business, and since that time 
has had the entire management of the mill and business at Muske- 
gon. He has served two years as alderman. 

GEORGE E. WOOD. 

W. W. PoMROY, of Bluff ton, is a native of Connecticut, and 
came to Bluff ton in 1871, to take charge of the lumber interests of 
Kelly, Wood & Co. In 1877 the firm was succeeded by Geo. E. 
Wood, of Chicago, but Mr. Pomroy has remained in charge of the 
business sincejie first began in 1871. 

BOOMING COMPANY. 

L. W. Warner, foreman of the Booming Company's miU, op- 
erated by Blodgett -& Byrne, is the youngest foreman of a mill on 
the lake. He began in his present place in the spring of 1880, and 
has been engaged at mill work for ten years. 

John W. Hodson, engineer of the Booming Company mill, has 
followed engineering for twenty-two years, and from 1878 to 1881 
was with C. H. Hackley & Co. He took his present place in the 
spring of 1881. 

A. V. MANN & CO. 

S. C. Moon, foreman of the saw miU of A. V. Mann & Co., 
Lakeside, came to Lakeside from Jackson Cotmty, Mich., in 1868, 
and has been engaged at milling since that time, and since 1874 has 
held the position of foreman. 

H. Parker, in charge of the lath mill at A. Y. Mann & Co.'s 
saw mill. Lakeside, came here from New York State in 1866, and 
has been engaged in miU Avork ever since, and has been in his pres- 
ent place since the mill was started in 1872. 

John Kelly, engineer at the saw mill of A. Y. Mann & Co., 
Lakeside, is a resident of Ferrysburg, Ottawa County, and has been 
eiimieei in mills on the lake for twenty-five years. He took his 
present place in the spring of 1881. 

WILSON & CO. 

Asa Marshall, saw filer at Wilson & Co.'s saw mill, has been 
a resident of Muskegon for nineteen years, and has been filing for 
eighteen years, nine of which he has been in the present place. He 
enlisted in the service in 1861, at Grand Eapids, in the 21st Michi. 
gan Infantry, and served until the close of the war. 



W. F, 



STIMSON, FAY & CO. 

Calkin, engineer at the saw mill of Stimson, Fay & Co., 



Lakeside, came to Lakeside from Big Eapids, where he was in the 
employ of the same firm, in 1879, and has contmued in their em- 
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ploy since that time. He took the position of engineer in the spring 
of 1881. 

James Buggy, boom tender at the saw mill of Stimson, Fay & 
Co., Lakeside, has been engaged on the lake since 1859, most of the 
time in the employ of the Booming Company. Has been in his 
present place since the spring of 1881. 

0. Happeestead, foreman at the saw mill of Stimson, Fay & 
Co., Lakeside, has been milling on the lake for twenty years. He 
c^ie to Muskegon from Chicago in 1861. Has been in his present 
place since the spring of 1881. 

EODGEES & LEBOEUF. 

S. W. Kendall, saw filer at Eodgers & Leboeiif's mill. Lake- 
side, has been filing since 1878. For ten years prior to that time 
was engaged in the mills as sawyer. He began in the present place 
in the spring of 1881. Has been at mill work for twenty years. 
Was in the war from 1864 to 1865. 

DAVIE S MILL. 

E. F. Agaed was born in Lucas County, Ohio, in 1850, and at 
the age of twenty- two years came to Grand Haven, where he worked 
for Wyman & Buswell as saw filer. Li 1875 he married Miss Laura 
Beljeman, by whom he has two children. In the spring of 1882 he 
removed to Muskegon City, where he now resides, working in the 
Davie s' mill. 

BAY MILLS. 

M. W. Lloyd, foreman of Bay Mills, was born in Oswego County, 
N. Y., in 1881. * When three years old his parents removed to Jack- 
son County, Mich., and 1837 moved to Ionia. Mr. Lloyd left home 
for Muskegon in 1849, where W. H. Lasley had a mill just started, 
and he cut the first boards there. He has been with Eyerson, Hills 
& Co. since 1870. Mr. Lloyd is an energetic and capable manager, 
and his services are highly appreciated by his employers. He has 
an elegant residence on the sand bluff near the mills. 

Hugh Cleghoen, engineer Bay Mills of Eyerson, Hills & Co., 
born in Galashiels, Scotland, 1826, immigrating to America in 1849. 
He married at Newcastle-on-Tyne in 1846, Margaret Montgomery, 
of Dumfries, Scotland. His eldest son, Alexander, is captain of the 
tug Getty. Mr. Cleghorn is a very skiKul and experienced engineer 
having been in many different situations, In this county he lived in 
Whitehall, and in 1866 moved to Muskegon County, being engaged 
for years on the water works. 

C. D. NELSON & CO. 

E. F. Paekee, engineer at Nelson's saw mills, was born in York- 
shire, England, in 1830, and has seen a great deal of the world, 
traveling as ship carpenter in Africa, Spanish Isles, St. Helena, etc. 
He came to America in 1852, working in Boston and New York, 
and came to Muskegon in 1866. He married in 1863, MissEsty, of 
Maine. 

Alfeed Wood, foreman at Nelson's saw mill, was born in Port 
Sherman, January 17, 1862, his father having came two years pre- 
viously. He married January 8, 1881, Miss Salina Vassar, of the 
same place. 

J. FoLSGEOF, saw filer at Nelson's, was born in Chicago Aug. 
15, 1842. At nine years of age moved to Indiana, and enlisted, in 
1862, in the 82d Ind. Eegt. After the battle of Gettysburg he went 
to Lookout Mountain; also with Sherman to the sea, being cap- 
tured in South Carolina, and being a few weeks in Libby, when he 
was paroled. He came to Pt. Sherman in 1867, working for Trues- 
deU, Wilson, and Nelson. He married, in 1872, Emily Stinfield, of 
Milwaukee, and has two sons aftd two daughters. 



NOETH MUSKEGON. 

Just across the lake and directly facing Muskegon City, which 
manufactures more lumber than any single city in the world, at a 
distance of' two miles, may be seen clusters of smoke stacks and 
steam pipes, from which, here and there, issue in the frosty air of 
winter, stately columns of vapor, the whole shore being " pierced 
with plumes of smoke." In Summer, the scene is stiU livelier; 
night and day, all along the shore the mills are running at a white 
heat, and from both shores, like answering batteries, rise the dm of 
steam whistles, the noise of steam carriages, and the din of ma- 
chinery, while thousands of busy hands and brains are responding 
to the eager cry of the world for lumber, more lumber ! to form hab- 
itations for men, and for the necessities of civilized life. 

To the north appears the marshy mouth of the Muskegon river 
— the longest river in the State, with the Boom Company's stoiing 
grounds. Then, on the southeast, appears the rising city of Mus- 
kegon, the proudest building of which, the central school, the noble 
temple of learning, towers over aU. The city with its spires, its 
fine rows of blocks on Western Avenue, its numerous mills and 
machine shops, looks grandly down. The eye stretches to the 
west and sees mill after mill encroaching on the lake, away down 
for six miles through Lakeside, and then Bluffton and finally to 
Port Sherman, at the foot of the lake, which is surrounded on both 
sides by barren hills of sand rising nearly two hundred feet in the 
air. On the north there is not a great city, but about a dozen saw- 
mills line the shores, which are generally bluffy and abrupt. 

Extending for about three miles along the north shore from the 
head of the lake, is a peninsula or tongue of land, in some places 
only about forty rods wide, as at the FarrmiU; in other places 
nearly 100 rods wide, as at Torrent & Arms'. This strip, lying 
south of Bear Lake, whose overflow, by a narrow channel, empties 
into Muskegon Lake, is the incorporated village of North Muske- 
gon. The eastern end was known as Eeedsville, and was platted at 
a very early day by one Archibald Eeed ; some even assert that it is 
the first plat on the lake. The soil is good, being tempered by 
proximity to three lakes, and Moulton's vineyard attests to its value 
as a fruifc growing region. The first flouring mill was built here, 
near the foot of Bear Lake, by that worthy old pioneer, John Eud- 
diman, now enjoying his otkim cum dignitatem while the old mill, 
whose services at an early day are gratefully remembered by the 
first old settlers, has gone to decay. The village of North Mus- 
kegon could be reached in summer in two ways, either by the ferries 
or, by a long detour, by the road over the bayou at the head of the 
lake. It can now be reached in a civilized way by the cars of the 
Chicago & West Michigan. In Winter, Jack Frost, the " greatest 
Eoman of us all" in road building, stiffens Neptune's back and one 
walks over dry shod, and a regular road is established. 

A branch of the Chicago & West Michigan Eailway is just 
completed to Farr's mill, a distance of two miles, and it is expected 
that next summer will witness the extension to the foot of the lake, 
where an elevator will probably be erected. 

The fenies are two in number, the tugs M. E. Minter and Cen- 
tennial, both safe little boats, running promptly every half hour 
from 5. A. M. to 11 p. m. 

The village was incorporated in March, 1881, and its officers 
were : 

E. C. Misner, President; Geo. D. Farr, Treasurer; N. L. 
Downie, Clerk and Assessor; James Hawkins, Marshal; A. B. 
Allen, Attorney; George Arms, Street Commissioner; Wm. Wells 
and Mr. Malloch, Justices of the Peace, and the Trustees are John 
Lynch, L. M. Haines, C. N. Storrs, Geo. Hubbard, John Hawkins 
and J. B. Champagne. 
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At the village election held in April, 1882, the following ticket 
was elected by an average of five majority. Total vote cast, one 
hundred and fifty-two : 

President, Clark N. Storrs; Clerk, Neil L. Downie; Treasurer, 
Albert Waldron; Assessor, E. P. Crandall; Street Commissioner, 
J. D. Champagne; Constable, Chas. H. Leslie; Trustees, Charles 
Beamis, C. D. Cleveland and William Pett. 

The village school is under the charge of Mr. N. L. Downie, 
who is also a prominent member of the County Board of School 
Examiners. He is assisted in the school by Miss Hubbard, the 
school population being about 300, while the population of the vil- 
lage in the summer season, when the men are back from the woods, 
and in the mills, already reaches 2,000. 

There are two general stores, that of Torrent & Arms, and that 
of the Farr Company; two drug stores, that of Dr. Andrews and 
that of Dr. Zerah Mizner, one of the pioneers of White Lake ; also 
H. Misner & Son's livery stables, four meat markets, &c. 

There is also quite a village plat in the neighborhood of Eud- 
diman's saw mill, at the mouth of Bear Lake, and a number of 
houses have been built there. 

The post office is kept by Geo. D. Farr. 

THE FLEET. 

Mr. Torrent owns quite a fleet of vessels to cany off the pro- 
duct of his mills. These are the steam barge E. McDonald, Capt. 
P. Pardee, with a capacity of 350,000 feet, making three trips 
weekly to Chicago, built in 1881 ; the steam barge, Nellie Torrent, 
Capt. W. F. Coleman, capacity 400,000 feet, built in 1880; schooner 
H. B. Moore, Capt. Wm. Frazee, capacity 235,000 feet, and the tug 
North Muskegon, built in 1881, and commanded by Captain P. 
PiUow. 

The Farr Company own the schooner Westchester, capacity 
240,000 feet. The ferries Minter and Centennial, E. C. Hitchcock 
manager, have been until recently owned by the same company, 
who also own the tug John Torrent, John We{herell master. 

THE LOGS. 

The miUs properly own no logs themselves, merely doing the 
sawing, the logs at the eastern end being the property of Torrent & 
Ducey, and further down that of the Farrs' and Col. Geo. Fuller. 
The North Muskegon Lumber Company is supplied chiefly by Farr 
& Fuller. The Bay Mill is, of course, supplied by Eyerson, Hills & 
Co. Messrs. Torrent & Ducey own many acres of fine pine lands 
in this State, and have recently complete! a purchase of 54,000 
acres of white pine and- spruce in the St. Eegis district, New York 
State. Col. Fuller is also a very extensive owner of pine lands on 
Muskegon Eiver and its tributaries. One other large interest on the 
north side is the lumber inspection business of E. C. Misner, which 
employs eight or ten men all the season. In some weeks extra 
hands are necessary, according to the amount shipped. From the 
older mills of the Torrent companies as much as 3,000,000 feet had 
to be talHed in a week, besides the product of the other mills. 

The population is already over 2,000, and next summer the 
thirteen fine mills of the north shore alone will require, with the 
other industries, a great increase in population. All this will re- 
dound to the profit and honor of the southern city, as the develop- 
ment is chiefly by Muskegon's citizens, and this must continue to 
be the center of capital, enterprise, law, education, and all that 
constitutes a semi-metropolitan state of society. 

Under the heading of " Saw MiUs" we have already described 
the leading feature of this place. 

The Peninsula Fruit Farm is situated upon the west shore of 
Lake Muskegon, and is one of the finest fruit farms in the State. 



In 1867 Bridgeman Moulton, Esq., came here from St. Joseph, 
Mich., where he was engaged in fruit growing. After locating 250 
acres of land he returned to St. Joseph, and disposed of his inter- 
ests, and the following year came back and began clearing up the 
land he had located. He built a comfortable home, and set out 
fruit of various kinds among the stumps. Mr. Moulton was a 
practical grower and a man of great industry and energy, and the 
results of his lai)or and skill are now apparent in the elegant fruit 
farm which yields a handsome revenue every year. In December, 
1880, Mr. Moulton died, and his wife survived him but httle more 
than a year. Affcer Mr. Moulton's death Mr. E. E. Cockburn took 
the management of affairs until 1882. Parcels of land have been 
sold from time to time, and at the present time there are about one 
hundred acres, nearly all in fruit. 



BIOGEAPHICAL. 

George Arms is one of the " old settlers" of Muskegon, having 
come here from New York in February, 1856. He has seen Mus- 
kegon grow up from the sands to a thriving, prosperous city. Mr. 
Arms, on his arrival in the then hamlet of Muskegon, engaged in 
the lumber business, and was one of the old Newaygo Company. 
He has resided here ever since 1856, except for a short time when 
in Chicago. He has been always identified with Muskegon's great 
industry, "lumber." In 1860, or thereabouts, Mr. Arms and the 
late " Squire" Furman, than whom Muskegon has never had a 
stronger, brighter, honester man, purchased from the Muskegon 
Booming Company all its rights, franchises, and property, and en- 
gaged in the business of rafting, towing and sorting the logs for the 
mills. The war came on, and labor and the prices of everything 
advanced, and they were compelled to abandon the undertaking. 
While in this business Mr. Arms conceived the idea of using "pens" 
for the purpose of sorting the logs, which process is still in use, no 
person ever having been able to improve upon it. To such pioneers 
as Mr. Arms and " Squire" Furman Muskegon Eiver owes its devel- 
opment and the laying the foundations of its present capacity for 
delivering saw-logs. He has always been energetic, wide awake, 
and pushing; has never, in the darkest days in the infancy of the 
now great industry of Muskegon, lost faith "in its ultimate success 
and the future of the western town of his choice, and to-day Mr. 
Arms can look back upon years of hard, patient toil and feel the 
complacency of the man who can say, " I told you so." 

C. Beaudry, of the firm of C. Beaudry & Co., proprietors of 
the French mill at North Muskegon, is a native of Montreal, Canada, 
and came to Muskegon in 1854. For several years after coming 
here Mr. Beaudry worked as foreman and engineer in saw mills. 
In 1872 Mr. B., in company with Messrs. Vallicott and Coe, built a 
saw mill upon the site where the French mill now stands. In the 
winter of 1880-81 the old mill was torn down and a new one built. 
Several changes have occurred in the membership of the firm, but 
Mr. Beaudry has remained at its head from the first. 

Charles E. Bemis, saw filer at Torrent & Brown's shingle and 
lumber mill. North Muskegon, has been fifing six years, and in his 
present place since the Spring of 1880. Mr." Bemis enhsted in the 
seiwice at La Porte, Ind., in 1861. He first enhsted for three 
months, and at the expiration of that time re-enhsted for three 
years or during the war. He received his discharge in 1865. 

' William H. Brown, one of the active members of the extensive 
lumber firm of Torrent, Brown & Co., is a native of Scotland and 
came to this country in 1854. In the Spring of 1881 he came to 
Muskegon from Grand Haven, and the firm of Torrent, Brown & 
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Co. was organized. The company are extensive manufacturers of 
lumber and shingles. Their mills and office are at Noith Muskegon. 
Mr. Brown gives the operating of the mills his personal attention, 
and the great success of their business is largely due to his energy 
and sagacity. 

Aleck Buckaney, saw filer in charge of the gang saws at the 
French mill, North Muskegon, is a native of Canada, and came to 
the States in 1869. He has been filing on the lake for twelve 
years, and in his present place since May, 1881. 

Joseph B. Champagne, of the lumber firm of C. Beaudry & Co^., 
at North Muskegon, is a native of Canada, and came to Muskegon 
from Montreal in 1869. He first began in the employ of others, 
and in 1878 bought the interest of Mr. Vallicott in the firm of C. 
Beaudry & Co., and remained a member of the firm until the close 
of 1881. Mr. Champagne is a practical mill man, and gives his 
personal attention to the manufacturing department of the business. 

Neh. L. Downie, Superintendent of Schools at North Muskegon, 
was bom in Canada, Oct. 15, 1838. Early in life his tastes led him 
to select teaching as a profession. In 1858 he came to the United 
States and obtained a situation as teacher at Fairfield, Michigan. 
After remaining there two years he taught for two years near Grand 
Eapids, and subsequently in Newaygo and Ottawa Counties. From 
Holland, Ottawa County, he came to North Muskegon in 1878, and 
since June, 1881, has been in charge of the schools. He is also a 
member of the County Board of Examiners. Mr. Downie is a good 
instructor and an enterprising citizen, 

P. A. DucEY, one of the most extensive mill owners at Muske- 
gon, is a native of Ireland and came to this country in 1850. After 
spending four years in New York he came to Michigan, and was 
two years at Grand Eapids. At the breaking out of the war he 
was in Colorado and enlisted in the Second Infantry. He was in 
the service four years, and was promoted to Colonel previous to his 
discharge ,^which he received in 1865. After leaving the army he 
came to" Muskegon, and for five years was in the planing mill busi- 
ness. In 1870 he engaged in the lumber business with John Tor- 
rent, the firm being Torrent & Ducey. In 1878 the Torrent & 
Arms Lumber Company was organized, of which Mr. Ducey is 
treasurer. In the spring of 1881 the Ducey Lumber Company was 
organized, of which Mr. Ducey is president. Mr. Ducey is a man 
of great industry and has worked his way along until he has become 
one of the most extensive lumbermen on the lake. 

Francis A. Fish, engineer at the mill of the North Muskegon 
Lumber Company, came here from Montague in the spring of 1881 
to take his present position. He has been employed in lumber 
miUs for twenty-three years, twelve of which he was at Montague. 
Mr. Fish served in the war as a member of the 15th Illinois Kegi- 
ment from 1861 to 1862. 

John Garvey, Jr., was born in Kenosha, Wis., and has been a 
resident of Muskegon for thirty years. In June, 1881, Torrent & 
Arms opened a new store at North Muskegon and Mr. Garvey has 
been in charge from that time. 

James Hawkins, village Marshal of North Muskegon, is a na- 
tive of Canada. In 1874 he came to Muskegon from Detroit, and 
from that time until elected Marshal in the spring of 1881, he was 
engaged at mill work. He was tlie first Marshal elected under the 
village charter. 

William J. Hawkins, foreman at Farr's mill. North Muskegon, 
has been a resident of North Muskegon nine years. Prior to com- 
ing here he was engaged at steamboating for several years. He has 
worked in Farr's mill since 1875, and foreman since 1878. 

John Hoy is in charge of F. S. Farr's store at North Muske- 
gon. Came to Muskegon from Saugatuck, Mich., in 1874, and has 
been in his present position since 1879. 



W. T. Hoy, M. D., in charge of the drug store of Farr & Co., 
North Muskegon, is a native of Spain and came to this country in 
1825. He was engaged in the practice of medicine for several years 
at Saugatuck, Mich., and in 1873 came to Muskegon and continued 
in practice until the summer of 1881 he took his present position. 
Dr. Hoy was in the army as surgeon of the 3d Mich. Cavalry from 
1863 to 1865. 

Egbert Hoy, foreman of the Storr's mill, came to Muskegon 
seven years ago and has been engaged at mill work. He has been 
in the Storr's mill four years and has been foreman since Sept. 

Egbert McLean, saw filer, in charge of the circular saws at 
Torrent & Arms' mill. North Muskegon, has been fihng for seven- 
teen years, and in his present place since the spring of 1881. 

John Mercier, saw filer at Storr's mill. North Muskegon, came 
to Muskegon from New York State and has been filing twelve years. 
He began in his present place in the spring of 1881. 

D. A. Miner, saw filer, in charge of the gang saws at the mill 
of the North Muskegon Lumber Company, has been in his present 
position since the mill was started in the spring of 1881. He has 
been engaged at mill work since 1862, and has been fihng in miUs 
on the lake since 1870. 

E. C. MisNER belongs to the rank of enterprising young lum- 
bermen of Muskegon. He is a native of Grand Haven and came to 
Muskegon from Casnovia in 1870. He at once engaged in inspect- 
ing and shipping lumber, and continued at that business until the 
organization of the Ducey Lumber Company in the spring of 1881, 
when he became connected Avith the company and elected its Secre- 
tary and Treasurer. The company's office is at North Muskegon, 
and Mr. Misner devotes his time and energies to the duties of his 
office. 

Dr. Zerah Mizner, practising physician and druggist of North 
Muskegon, was born in Tompkins County, N. Y., in 1829, came 
to this State in the Fall of 1836, first to Lenawee County, and the 
following spring to Grand Eapids, where after a stay of six months 
he moved on to a farm in Plainfield, but after a time returned to 
the Eapids. In 1848 he first set foot in this county at White Lake 
and also at Duck Lake, working for Charles Mears in the lumber 
woods. In 1853 he returned to Plainfield, but in four years re- 
turned to White Lake for three years and went back to Kent Coun- 
ty. From Sept 3, 1865 to the faU of 1881 he was a resident of 
Whitehall, when he removed to North Muskegon, where he does a 
large business in preparing proprietory medicines as well as with 
his drug store and profession. He is highly respected by all who 
know him. 

Samuel Poland, saw filer, in charge of the circular saws at 
Farr's mill. North Muskegon, came to Muskegon from California, 
and has been filing since 1860. He has been in his present place 
since 1878. 

Charles Smith, engineer at Torrent & Brown's shingle mill, 
North Muskegon, is a native of Sweden and came to this country in 
1879. Before coming to this country he was engineer on a steam- 
boat. He has been at his present place since the mill was started. 
1881. 

George Tarrand, of North Muskegon is a native of Canada.^ 
In 1867 he came to Muskegon from Wisconsin and engaged in lum- 
bering, which he has continued. He was a member of the lumber 
firm of Torrent, Brown & Co., which was formed in the spring of 
1881. In the August following he sold his interest and retired from 
the firm. 

Lars Nelson, filer, in charge of the gang saws at Farr's mill. 
North Muskegon, has lived in Muskegon since 1863, and has been 
fihng since 1865. He has been in his present place since 1878. 

James E. Sovacall is a resident of North Muskegon, where he 
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has resided since 1876. He makes a business of furnishing fishing 
parties on Bear Lake with boats, fishing tackle, &c. 

W. D. Thayee, saw filer, in charge of the circular saws at the 
French mill. North Muskegon, is a resident of North Muskegon, 
and has been filing on the lake for fifteen years. He has been in 
his present place since the spring of 1880. 

B. E. Tripp, painter. North Muskegon, came from Chicago in 
1881, and started in business as a general house and sign painter. 
He was engaged at decorative painting for many years in Chicago. 

Chaeles Van Sickel, saw filer, in charge of the circular saws 
at Torrent & Brown's shingle and lumber mill, North Muskegon, 
has been filing at Grand Haven and Muskegon for eight years, and 
in his present place since the spring of 1881. 



in 1859 Egelston was severed off, and in 1865 Laketon, which included 
what w^as afterward Lakeside, was set off, and the town reduced to 
its present limits. In 1859 and again in 1862 Hon. E. W. Merrill 
was Supervisor, Hon. H.H. Holt in 1860, 1861, 1863 and 1864, and 
again in 1868 and 1869. In 1865 S. B. Peck was Supervisor, in 
1866 and 1867 A. V. Mann. 

Muskegon township consists of a great deal of sandy land, and 
also considerable wet, marshy land — the property of the Booming 
Company, lying between Muskegon Pdver and Cedar Creek. Here 
are the Sorting Grounds of the company, of w^iich we present an 
illustration. 

There are, however, in Muskegon some fine fruit farmsi and 
land so near the great city must constantly increase in price. 
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WmLiAM McLean, saw filer, in charge of the gang saws at Tor- 
rent & Arms' saw mill. North Muskegon, has been filing for thirteen 
years on the lake, and in his present place since the spring of 1881. 



MUSKEGON TOWNSHIP. 

Our remarks on Muskegon Township under this special head- 
ing must be necessarily brief, as the histoiy of the township is con- 
tained in that of the city with which it was municipaUy united un- 
til about twelve years ago. In 1870 for the first time Muskegon 
city sent representatives to the County Board of Supervisors, apart 
from the township. These were W. P. Odell from the First Ward, 
and J. H. Landreth from the Second. The first Supervisor of Mus- 
kegon Township apart from the city was Freeman S. Farr, m 1871 
W. F. Storrs, and in 1872 and 1873 Wm. Smith, since which John 
Hall has represented it continuously. 

Muskego or Muskegon was one time a town of extensive pro- 
portions, but first Norton including Fruitport was taken away. Then 



- In 1881 this township's share of the county tax was f 1073.83. 
Its population increased from 545 in 1874 to 924 in 1880, The 
Clerk in 1881 was James A. Eobinson; Treasurer, Geo. Jolman; 
School Inspector, E. F. Martin; School Supt., Joseph U. T. Musk- 
tzot; Justices of the Peace, H. D. Hazen, J. Hall, G. Arms, E. D. 
Wilson and F. Young. 

Solomon Puffer, farmer in section 3, was born m Seneca 
county, N. Y., in 1850, came to St. Joseph county, Mich., in 1859, 
and thence to Muskegon Township shortly after. 

Joseph Gunn, market gardener, owns 15 acres in Muskegon, 
and 115in Norton. He came to GrandHaven m 1864; born in Baden, 
Germany, March 23, 1830, and came to New York in 1854. He is 
patriotic and wished to enhst during the late war, but was refused 

on account of disabihty. . , .^ 

Samuel Moffatt is perhaps the most extensive fruit grower m 
Muskegon, and his farm is in section 32, township 10 north, range 

^^''maetin Van Deb Laan, is a native of Holland, who came to 
Muskegon in 1869, and is a fruit grower and market gardener of a 
ten acre plot in section 32. 
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Derk De Vries, market gardener of 40 acre plot, came from 
Holland in 1863, and purchased his place in 1880. 

Michael Crowley, of town 10, range 17, was born in Ireland, 
and is an old resident of the township, being engaged in market 
gardening. 

Warren T. Martin, retired farmer, came from Chicago with 
Captain Havens in 1856, when Muskegon was but a hamlet, and 
endured the hardships incident to pioneer life in those early days. 
He enlisted in the 28th Eeg. Co. "C", remaining during the entire 
war, and having secured an ample reward for his labors he, with his 
w^orthy spouse, is now enjoying his well-earned repose. 

William Smtth was born at Pettinain, Lanarkshire, Scotland, 
December 3, 1836. In 1859 he immigrated to Mono Township, 
Dufferin County, Ontario, Canada. He moved to Illinois in 1865, 
and to Muskegon in May, 1868, and has continued to reside here 



Lakeside was formed, the first meeting being held at A. V. Mann & 
Co's office; J. W. Moon, A. M. AUen and F. H. Smith w^ere ap- 
pointed the first Board of Inspectors. The Supervisors have been 
A. G. Smith, 1875; H. V. Eiffenberg, 1876-77; John W. Moon, 
in 1878; L. G. Morgan, in 1879; Geo. Tillottson, in 1880; J. W. 
Moon, in 1881 ; P. P. Mizner, in 1882. 

The Justices of the Peace in Lakeside in 1881 were Edward 
Miner, S. C. Moon and James 0. Allen. 

The Clerk in 1881 was A. N. Fowler; Treasurer, Eeuben G. 
Duel; School Inspector, Henry McEvillie; School Supt., J. C. Me- 
Glue. 

The population of Lakeside in 1880 was 1,702, but it is largely 
increased since then. It stands among the most populous towns in 
the county, and united with Muskegon city forms a representative 
division of about half the population of the county. The school 




MANN & MOON'S MILL. 



since then, following the dairying and fruit growing business. He 
has served as Supervisor, Treasurer, Clerk and School Inspector of 
Muskegon Township. Three years ago he took a trip to his native 
place. 



LAKESIDE TOWNSHIP. 

This, although by far the smallest town in the county, ranks 
among the best in wealth, population and progressive advancement. 
It consists of part of section 28, and sections 34 and 35 of the 
township of Muskegon, of which it formerly w^as a part. The 
boundary fine on the north is the channel at the mouth of the lake 
and on the south is the town of Norton, and on the east Muskegon 
Township 

This township was a portion of the territory of Muskegon 
Township set apart as Laketon, which was organized in 1865, S. A. 
Brown being first Supervisor, and the union of Laketon and Lake- 
side was continued for nine years, during which time considerable 
dissatisfaction arose in the sections now forming Lakeside, as they 
were isolated by the lake from Laketon, and were a mere gore, nat- 
urally a portion of Muskegon. This dissatisfaction resulted in 1874 
in a petition being signed by A. P. Horton and 37 others to set 
apart these sections. John Euddiman and 22* others sent in a cen- 
tra petition, but the former prevailed, and in 1875 the Town of 



population in 1880 was 437. It contains three villages; Lakeside, 
which has recently had a postoffice named Eyerson estabhshed in 
it ; Bluifton, with about 700 population and Port Sherman at the 
Mouth. 

The principal feature of all these villages is, of course, the 
miUs, which have already been described. A. V. Mann & Co. have 
been largely instrumental in the building up of the pretty village of 
Lakeside. 

The Postmaster, Mr. A. W. Fowler, has been a resident of 
the place for thirteen years and has been prominently* identified with 
its growth and business interests. After coming to Lakeside he 
was employed in the mills and for five years was foreman of A. V. 
Mann & Co's miU. In 1874 Mr. Fowler engaged in the mercantile 
business, and when the postoffice was established at Lakeside in 
1881 he was appointed postmaster and now conducts the office in 
connection with his store. 

Among the other prominent residents William W. Wheaton, 
livery-man. Lakeside, is one of the enterprising young business men 
of this growing place. Mr. Wheaton was born and has always 
lived here. In the spring of 1879 he put up a large bam and stable 
and engaged in the business of conducting a general hvery and 
boarding stable. He is doing a large and prosperous business. 

F. E. PiLLSBURY, Deputy Collector and Post-master at Bluffton, 
is a native of Maine, and came to Blufiton in 1872. In 1878 he 
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was appointed Post-master and Deputy Collector, both of which of- 
fices he still holds. He is also engaged in the mercantile busmess. 
W. W. PoMEROY, of Bluff ton, is a native of Connecticut, and 
came to Bluffton in 1871 to take charge of the lumber interests of 
Kelley, Wood & Co. In 1877 the firm was succeeded by Geo. E. 
Wood, of Chicago, and Mr. Pomeroy has remained in charge of the 
business. 

Bluffton is an important shipping point for lumber, and there 
is considerable complaint that the Customs Officer has been removed 
from there involving a journey to Muskegon on the part of vessel 
owners. Port Sherman at the Mouth has already been alluded to 
under the heading of Muskegon as a summer resort. At Port 
Sherman besides the large mills of C. D. Nelson & Co., there are 
the Sherman House, the Light House and the Government Life Sav- 
ing Station estabhshed in 1878. In 1850 there was but one house 
here, that of Fred. Drixihus, but there were there some 400 or 500 
Ottawa Indians. The Sherman House, a wooden structure accom- 
modating about 30 guests in summer, was built by Captain FuUei 
in 1874, and is crowded during the summer season. Guests from 
Chicago, St. Louis and other cities enjoy there fishing, boating, 
bathing and the lake breezes. 

Capt. Fuller, proprietor of Sherman House, was born in Jef- 
ferson County, New York, in 1827, and has spent 33 years on the 
water. He married in 1850 Miss J. Farley, of Watertown, and has 
three sons and one daughter. The Captain is also a tug owner, and 
came to Muskegon in September, 1867. 

Martin Burdge, shop-keeper, was born in Chautauqua County, 
N. Y., in 1816, and came to Illinois in 1836, being by trade a cabi- 
net maker, and also going into keej)ing boarders at Port Sherman in 
October, 1850, and has been there ever since, being engaged in fish- 
ing, hotel and store keeping. He married April 3, 1842, Phcebe 
Carohne Hawley, of Lockport, N. Y., and has lost his four children, 
and two by adoption. Mr. Burdge is a very interesting gentleman 
to meet, being full of reminiscences of his early days, especially of 
the Indians, with whom he held friendly relations, his Indian name 
being JUsh-e-tone, or the bearded man. 

Capt. H. Eastman, of tug Kingsbury, was born in Cattaraugus 
Co., N. Y., in 1836, and came with his parents to a farm in Lake, 
El., and thence to Southern Wisconsin. When 18 he took to sailing 
on the lakes, and has made it his life work. Once he was laid up 
eighteen months, from breaking his leg by a fall from the mast head. 
He came to Muskegon in 1864, and has been in the tugging business 
ever since. He married in February, 1868, Euth A. Eddy, of his 
native county, and has two sons, Carl E., born September 25, 1869, 
Floyd K., born September 2, 1880. 

The hght house is kept by H. L. Warren, who was appointed 
for his gallant and meritorious services in the navy during the last 
war on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. Mr. Warren is a native of 
New England, and has spent most of his life on the ocean as a sailor. 
He is respected by all who know him, and attends to his duty punct- 
ually and satisfactorily. 



LAKETON TOWNSHIP. 

This township is well surrounded by lakes on all sides but the 
north, and has one lake three miles long wholly within its borders. 
It consists of Town 10, north, and mainly Eange 17, west, with a 
small portion of Eange 16. It varies from one mile wide in the 
east to four in the west, its average width from north to south being 
under three miles, and contains less than half a regular township. 
Green's Creek runs south into Muskegon Lake, through the middle 
of the town, and Bear Lake lies along the southeast quarter. 



The mam traveled road runs through North Muskegon south of 
Bear Lake, and along the north shore of Lake Muskegon to the 
Mouth. But another leading road nms northwest toward the 
shore of Lake Michigan at Green's Creek, whence it passes Duck 
Lake. 

The C. & W. M. Eailway crosses the eastern line, and a branch 
of the same is being carried through North Muskegon along the 
north shore of the lake to the mouth at Port Sherman. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

We have already spoken of the early settlement by the Euddi- 
mans at the mouth of Bear Lake, where the old flour miU stood, 
and of Moulton's great vineyard on the peninsula. We may add 
other names as early settlers, J. Cowles, on section 14, in 1862, M. 
Cowles, on section 11, in 1863; I. F. Black, on section 3, in 1865; 
C. Culver, on section 2, in 1862; A. Horton, on section 12, in 1863. 
When Henry Buys came to the county in 1863 the land was in a 
state of nature; there were no roads or bridges and but few settlers, 
and the forest was so dense that on cloudy days housework had to 
be performed by the aid of candle hght. He owns now 500 acres 
of excellent farming land in and around section 11. 

To show how lately settlement in Laketon has set in, we may 
mention that when I. F. Black came in 1865, he had to undergo the 
hardships of a backwoods pioneer lefore he could secure his present 
fine fruit farm on section 3. Geo. L. Christy, on section 4, settled 
in 1864, and ran the first steam ferry on the lake in 1862. Eiley 
Clemens, who has an excellent fruit farm, settled in 1868. Mrs. 
Mary Cowles, with her late husband, settled on section 11, in 1864; 
T. P. Cowles settled in 1871; J. C. Draper and John Fenner in 
1865; I. E. Hallock in 1868; Joseph Houston, on section 1; and 
Joseph E. Plewes, on section 5; Chas. Willings, on section 9, all in 
1866. James M. Eobinson, on section 12, is one of the very earhest 
settlers, coming in 1864. A. E. Wilhams who has been Town Clerk 
and Justice of the Peace, settled in 1867. Napoleon Wilson, an ex- 
tensive fruit grower, settled on section 6 in 1866. ^ 

MUNICIPAL. 

This township was originally a part of Muskegon until 1865, 
when it was set apart with the territory now comprising Lakeside, 
which was set off in 1865, since which time it has had its present 
boundaries. The Supervisors have been: S. A. Brown, 1865-6-7; 
J. Euddiman, in 1868; A. P. Horton, in 1869-70-71; Alpheus G. 
Smith, in 1872-3-4; A. P. Horton again in 1875-6-8-8-9; in 1880 
C. N. Storrs; in 1881, D. J. Gates; and in 1882 C. N. Storrs again. 
The Clerk in 1881 was G. Hubbard; Treasurer, G. D. Farr; School 
Inspector, A. Waldron; School Superintendent, E. E. Cockburn; 
Justices of the Peace, Geo. Hubbard, I. F. Black, Wm. WeUs. 



BIOGEAPHICAL. 



was born in North - 
He emigrated to the 



Isaac F. Black, son of Eev. John Black, 
umberland County, Ontario, Canada, in 1846. 
United States in the spring of 1865, setthng the same year in Lake- 
ton. In 1867 he married Miss Laura T. Bidwell, of Adrian, Mich., 
by whom he had ^Ye children, four of whom survive. He is a Jus- 
tice of the Peace, and is largely engaged in farming and fruit grow- 
ing, and owns a fine farm in section 3, T. 10, E. 17, west. When 
he commenced work on his land, not a tree had been cut, and he 
experienced all the inconveniences incident to a new settler. 

Lachlan Burns, fruit fanner, was born in Watertown, Wis., 
in 1853. In 1870 he moved into this State, and came to Muskegon 
in 1875, and settled on section 14, Laketon. In 1878 he married 
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Mss Minnie Cowles, daughter of Joel Cowles, one of the oldest 
settlers in the township. 

Heney Buys was born in Schenectady County, N. Y., in 1818; 
moved in Octoter, 1837, to St. Joseph County, Mich., where, in 
1844, he married Miss Hannah Stowel, by whom he had eight 
children, five of whom are living at this time. In 1863 he settled 
on section 11, of Laketon, and noAV owns about 500 acres of fine 
farming and fruit land. 

George L. Christy was born in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., 
in 1832, and went to Chicago with his parents in 1844. At the age 
of 16 he left home and engaged in sailing for seventeen years. After 
an interval in the lumber woods he again returned to a sailor's life, 
and built a vessel called the Greyhound, one of the swiftest crafts 
that ever sailed the lakes, which he sailed to Chicago in 1860-1. In 
1862 he ran a ferry boat across Muskegon Lake, and built the first 
steam ferry boat on the lake. At the end of the season he sold out, 
and that winter married Miss Odell, of Cedar Creek. In 1864 he 
took a homestead in section 4, Laketon, where he stiU resides. 

Eiley Clemons was born in Steuben County, N. Y., in 1821. 
In 1853 he came to Michigan, and after living in Calhoun, Hillsdale 
and St. Joseph Counties successively, settled in section 1, Laketon, 
in 1868. He is the father of eight children, and has three times 
married; first in 1843, to Mary J. Davis, of Allegany County, N. Y^., 
who died in 1864; second in 1846, to Charlotte CowgiU, of HiUsdale 
County, who died in 1868; and lastly in 1869, to Mary E. Brooks, 
of Hillsdale County. He has an excellent fruit farm, and is^ highly 
spoken of by his neighbors for his integrity. 

Mrs. Mary Cowles, widow of the late Melvin Cowles, was born 
in Steuben County, Ind., in 1843, and in 1861 married Mr. Cowlee? 
and moved to St. Joseph County. In 1864 they moved to section 
11, T. 10, E. 17, N:, Laketon, where her husband purchased a farm 
and where she still resides. In 1877 Mr. Cowles died, leaving four 
children. 

Joel Cowles was born in Oneida Co,, N. Y., in 1806. In 1818 
he moved into Delaware Co., 0.; thence, in 1844, to Steuben Co., 
Ind.; and in 1863 he came to Muskegon Co., where he has been 
engaged in lumbering and farming. In 1830 he married Miss Pris- 
cilla Smith, of Delaware Co., by whom he had six children. In 
1846 he lost his first wife, and in 1851 he married Miss Elizabeth 
Wilkins, who was born in Guernsey Co., Ohio, in 1829. In 1876, 
in commemoration of American Independence, he planted an elm 
tree, which is flourishing as he hopes his native country will flourish. 

T. P. Cowles was born in Delaware Co., Ohio, in 1842; moved 
to Steuben Co., Indiana, in 1855; thence to St. Joseph Co., Mich., 
in 1864, where he married Miss Ursula Engle, by whom he has two 
children, a son and daughter. In 1871 he moved into Muskegon 
Co., and settled on Section 14 of Laketon, where he engaged largely 
in aU departments of farming and fruit growing. 

Jonas C. Draper w^as born in Hillsborough Co., N. H., 1814, 
and in 1816 moved to New York State with his parents. In 1856 
he moved to St. Joseph Co., Mich., having the same year married 
Miss Caroline C. Powers, of Chatham, Columbia Co.. N. Y., by 
whom he had six children, five of whom survive. He settled in 
Laketon in 1865, and experienced all the hardships incident to set- 
tling in the wilderness. 

John Fenner was born in Germany in 1841, and emigrated 
Avith his father, Michael, to Milwaukee, Wis., in 1848, and thence 
to Laketon in 1865, settling on Section 14. In 1862 he enlisted 
and served over three years. In 1870 he married Miss Catharine 
Lockman, of Ottawa Co. His farm is one of the best in the town, 
and adapted to any kind of fruit or grain. 

Ira E. Hallock, born in Laporte, Ind., in 1855. After the 
death of his mother he lived with his imcle, Eiley Clemons, of Lake- 



ton, and came with him to this section, in 1868 settling on Sec- 
tion 7, Muskegon. He is largely engaged in fruit culture. In 1881 
he married Miss Mary M. Huff, of Muskegon. 

Joseph Houston, born in Burr Oak, St. Joseph Co., in 1837. 
In 1861 he enlisted in the 25th Ohio Infantry, and served until 
July, 1864, when he was discharged. In 1866 he married Miss 
Mary S. Clemons, and bought a farm in Section 1. In September, 
1868 his wife died, leaving two children. 

G. S. King w^as born in Crawford Co., Penn., in 1844. In 
1861 he enlisted in the army, and was wounded at the battle of Ce- 
dar Mountain, and again at Hatche's Eun. He was present when 
Grant and Lee met at Appomattox Court House, when Lee sur- 
rendered. At the close of the war, in July, 1865, he w^as discharged. 
In 1866 he moved to Kalamazoo, and in 1871 to Muskegon. In 
1878 took up a farm in Section 6, Laketon, where he is commenc- 
ing fruit growing with hopes of success. In 1872 he w^as married 
to Miss Emmeline Cowles, by whom he has two children. 

A. Martindale, born in Milton, Province of Quebec, Canada, 
in 1833, and after working in various places as a cabinet maker, he 
came to Camden in 1853, where he w^as married. He has had ^yq 
children, one of whom survives and is married. He owns a good 
farm in Section 4, Laketon. 

George W, Minick, born in Tuscarawas Co., Ohio, in 1843; 
moved to Indiana in 1863; married in 1865 Miss Ehzabeth Story, 
by w^hom he has four children. He moved into Michigan, and set- 
tled in Laketon Township in 1880, where he is engaged in farming 
and fruit growing. 

Joseph E. Plewes was born in Eidgeway, Lenawee Co;, Mich. 
In 1861 he enlisted in the 7tli Infantry, and served to the end of 
the war, when he was discharged and returned home ; then went to 
Europe where he stayed aU Winter. In 1866 he took up a farm in 
Section 5, Laketon. In 1869 he married Miss Ellen A. Holden, of 
Eidgeway, by whom he has three children. 

James M. Eobinson was born in Broome Co., N. Y"., in 1832, 
and lived there until 1860, when he came to St. Joseph Co., and 
worked at harness making for four years. He then took a home- 
stead in Section 12. In 1851 he married Miss A. E. Waterman, of 
Broome County. 

John Lynder was born in Germany in 1838, and emigrated to 
America in 1851. He bought a farm in Section 6, Laketon, in 
1871, with a few improvements on it, which is now well adapted 
for fruit culture. He was married to Miss Libby Benjamin, by 
whom he has two children. 

Charles Williams was born in Sweden in 1834, and emigrated 
to America in 1857. He stopped in Illinois until 1866, when he set- 
tled on Section 9. He was married in 1869, and has six children. 

A. E. Williams w^as born in Northfield, Summit Co., 0., in 
1826, where he lived until he was 20 years of age. He then moved 
to Ashland County, where he married Miss Amelia Chamberlain. 
About 1854 he moved to Lansing, Mich., where he gave up his trade 
of wagon maker, and engaged in the drug business. In 1856 he 
went to Charlotte, vfhere he carried on a grocery, and afterwards a 
dry goods business. After nineteen years, on account of failing 
health he went to Iowa, but returned in about eighteen months, and 
traded his property in Charlotte for a farm in Section 15, Laketon. 
His wife having died in 1872, leaving one child, he married Harriet 
MiUs, by whom he has one child. He was under sheriff in Char- 
lotte for eight years, and town clerk and justice of the peace in the 
towai where he resides. His farm is one of the best for either grain 
or fruit. 

Napoleon Wilson was born in Scott Co., Iowa, in 1838. In 
1858 he went to Missouri, and from there in 1860 to Eocky Moun- 
tains, where he engaged in mining and farming for about eighteen 
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months. He then went to Illinois, and in 1862 settled in Michigan. 
In 1862 he enhsted in the army, and after serving over two years, 
was discharged for disability. In 1866 he settled on a farm in Sec- 
tion 6, Laketon, where he still resides, and is largely engaged in 
fruit growing. In 1872 he married Miss M. H. Benjamin, by whom 
he had six children, two of whom are living. 



Charles Young was born in Sweden in 1843, and came to 
America in 1871, setthng in Muskegon Co. at the Bay Mill. In 
1877 he bought a farm in Laketon. He married in Sweden Miss 
C. Anderson, and three children were born to them in Sweden, and 
one in this country. 
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This township which formerly included Fruitport was organ- 
ized in 1855. The first settler was Ben. Brist, a German, living 
near Mono Lake, and his children were prohahly the first white 
children horn here. 

The first regular road was laid out in 1860. Prior to this there 
were only Indian trails. The mail had to he carried along the 
heach and round the end of the pier at Lake Harbor, and the trail 
can still be traced. 

The first teacher in District No. 1 was Martha Eowe, now Mrs. 
A. B. Palmer, of Muskegon, who taught in 1860. 

THE HAEBOR 

of Black Lake has been neglected by the authorities and nothing 
has been done except by Senator Ferry, whose object has been to 
secure a passage for his logs to the saw mill at the mouth. He has 
made some slab piers and dredged so as to allow vessels drawing 
four to five feet of w^ater to enter. With an expenditure of $5,000, 
a depth of six or seven feet could be secured. The channel for about 
half a mile is narrow and tortuous, and generally nearly filled with 
logs. The banks are steep especially to the north. At the upper 
end of the channel it expands at Black Lake, and at this point there 
is a swing bridge. The banks become low and flat and on both 
sides are fine fruit farms. It is difficult to conceive of a more beau- 
tiful pastoral scene than from this point, and it is not to be won- 
dered at that in summer this locality is visited by many tourists 
from Chicago and elsewhere, that every house is full of guests, and 
there is a prospect of a summer hotel here. The whole lake^ has 
been called Black Lake, while of late the upper end has been named 
Mono Lake, from the name of the daughter of Col. May, late Su- 
perintendent of the railway. The railway station at the upper end 
is called Mono Lake Station, where there are bathing houses and 
fishing boats, and hundreds of pleasure seekers resort to it from Mus- 
kegon, Grand Haven and other cities. Lake Harbor is applied as a 
name for the western end of Black Lake, but it is more properly 
the name of the post office, which was kept by Daniel Upton, J. P., 
who is also store keeper and book keeper for Ferry & Bro., and 
came from Jackson County, where he had been a representative in 
the legislature, settled eleven years in Muskegon and dispensed 
justice for years. He has his residence and fine grapery on the 
north side of the lake. The post office in Jan. 1, 1882, was trans- 
ferred to Miss Nettie Martin, who resides about half a mile south of 
the bridge. At the present the most prominent question in the 
township is the project of building a floating or pontoon bridge 
across the lake from opposite Eowe's Point to Cobb's Factory. The 
project has many warm advocates. 

The Lake Harbor Union Society was organized Jan. 2, 1882, 
under the statute provided for that purpose, to erect a building for 
religious and benevolent purposes. The first Trustees are : Daniel 
Upton, Sr., Milo Eowe, Edward Hendrick, J. 0. Antisdale, Frank 
Dorn, Jas. Dean, W. L. Bartholomew. This board of Trustees 
elected D, Upton, chairman; J. 0. Antisdale, Treasurer; Frank 



Dorn, Secretary. The building of the society is on the Muskegon 
and Ferrysburg road on the land of Mr. Antisdale, and is 34x60 
feet, with 20 feet ceihng. It is finished with a spire and wiU cost 
about 12,000. 

FHUIT GBOWING. 

Since "the lumbering interests of Black Lake which first in- 
duced settlement in that region have passed away, the inhabitants 
have found a new and more permanent and profitable occupation 
in the raising of fruit, especially of the smaller varieties. This 
beautiful httle lake is about four miles long by half a mile wide, 
and on its banks is one of the finest fruit regions in the fruit belt, 
and this arises not only from the superior soil, elevation and posi- 
tion in regard to Lake Michigan, but to the entire devotion of the 
peoplb to the one idea of fruit raising. 

The soil is chiefly a sandy loam with here and there patches of 
clay with no stone but a small amount of gravel. The west side of 
the township contains a line of sandy bluffs from one to one and a 
half miles wide. These are generally covered with pine, hemlock, 
oak, hard maple, white ash, butternut and beach, and the bluffs 
must be of considerable age to have such a growth of timber upon 
them. 

The lands were supposed to be almost valueless and little would 
have been done with them had not that enterprising, pubHc- spirited 
citizen, the late Ira Porter, planted an orchard on what is now Milo 
Eowe's place, on Section 12, and thus revjolutionized the fortunes of 
the county by demonstrating the fact that Muskegon sand would 
bear fruit. 

HON. IRA PORTER. 

In this connection it may not be inappropriate to give a brief 
notice of the man who did so much to develop this region He 
came from New York State to Illinois and thence to Black Lake in 
1850, operating a saw miU and planting an orchard which stiU re- 
mains. He never craved official honors, and is said to have been a 
man of fine presence and unusual inteUigence. He died suddenly in 
1874. After stripping off the pine the land was being abandoned and 
sold for taxes, when his experiment sent the price of land up. We 
should honor the man who makes two blades of grass grow where 
but one grew before. He was by profession a lawyer, and repre- 
sented St. Clair County in the Michigan legislature, and was ako 
register of the land office in Ionia four years. His nephew, James 
Porter, the present supervisor, land surveyor, and who laid out many 
of the eariy roads and still resides near the mouth of Lake Harbor, 
came in in 1854. 

Fletcher Fowler, who died in 1871, was a supervisor and 
early settler, was one of the first to plant a peach orchard in the 
northwest of the town. 

Mr. John Parks was also an early settler and fruit grower near 
Mono Lake. John Kettel, a German settler, near the mouth of 
Lake Harbor, came about 1854, and had a large farm and orchard. 

Among the prominent fruit growers are Messrs. Eowe, O'Hara, 
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Jas. "Whitney, at the head of the lake; Ellis, Antisdale, H. L. Eood, 
TomHnson and Newkirk, Bartholomew and Eoussell. 

The fruit is shipped partly by team to Muskegon, partly by 
railroad from Mono Station at head of lake, and the bulk of it by 
water. In one day in 1881 a vessel took 700 bushels of strawber- 
ries, and it is probable that there were by all channels shipped that 
day 32,000 quarts. Grapes are also largely cultivated as well as 
peaches and small fruits. 

Among the farms beautifully and romantically situated we may 
particularize that of J. 0. Antisdale, a native of Ohio, who purchased 
in 1869 the property of Jos. Stocking, the farm on the south side 
of Lake Harbor near the mouth. He has a shipping wharf near 
the bridge. There are seventy-five acres of apple orchards, chiefly Eed 
Canada, Greenings, Baldwins, Eussets and King of Tompkins 
County; but there are in all fifty varieties. There are 4,000 peach 
trees and about twenty-five acres of small fruits, largely strawber- 
ries, of which Wilson's Albany gives the best yield, bears transporta- 
tion and markets the best. Hale's early peach will not stand'ship- 
ping as well, but its being early is an advantage. His strawberries 
last year yielded him $150 to |200 an acre, and as to how peach 
raising will pay he says that peach trees in full bearing will yield 
four bushels each, and this at ten cents a bushel and one hundred 
and sixty trees to the acre, will be $64 an acre. In 1881 the price 
of one-fifth of a bushel basket was sixty-five cents. 

Mr. Antisdale's old residence, to the east of his present resi- 
dence, is the oldest house in this region and was formerly Ira 
Porter's. 

The second school house was in the Kittel district. Section No. 
17. The first saw miU was built about 1847, the Eobinson miU, an 
old water mill, at the head of the lake. 

The first steam saw mill was erected by a German, Jos. Ackem, 
on section 13, who sold to W. M. Ferry, and he to Ira Porter, when 
it was burned, in 1850, and rebuilt and sold to Eowe, who sold to 
Swartout, when it was burned and never rebuilt. 

There is a saw mill still being run by Mr. Peter Jeannot, for 
Senator Ferry, which cuts 50,000 feet per day. 

Benjamin Brist, Jacob Winhofer, John Klein and Elijah Porter 
were all in the town previous to 1860. 

Michael O'Hara is perhaps the largest and most successful fruit 
grower — in grapes especially, his Concords and Dela wares being the 
varieties that give the best yield. 

There was a new school house built on section 18, in January, 
1881, at a cost of $500, in which a teacher is engaged at |30 per 
month. 

Mr. Bartholomew has a very fine fuit farm. 

JHE BOX FACTOEY. 

G. N. Cobb & Son, originally from Connecticut, but who came 
from Missouri, in July, 1869, started a factory for the manufacture 
of fruit packages, boxes, &c., in 1871; the factory was burned down 
in two or three years after, but has since been rebuilt on a larger 
scale. The building is 20x40 feet, two stories, and the machinery is 
propelled by a twelve -horse power engine, furnishing employment 
to from three to six men, and the same number of girls. They 
have also a planing miU in connection and the factory serves a 
useful purpose. They have also a fruit farm with twenty acres im- 
proved. 



BTOGEAPHICAL. 

Wm. L. Baetholomew was born in Kirkland, Oneida Co., N. 
Y., in December, 1831,, and was brought up on a farm until 19 years 



of age, when he learned the carpenter trade. From 1859 to 1869 
he carried on a planing mih and sash and door factory. In 1861 he 
recruited a company for the 8th N. Y. Cavalry, and on May 13th, 
1862, he was discharged on account of the consolidation of com- 
panies. In August, 1862, he recruited a company for the 117th N. 
Y. Vol. Infantry, and in 1862-63 was in the defense of Washing- 
ton. In April, 1863, he was ordered to Suffolk, and until August 
10th was engaged at the siege of that place. He then helped to 
build fortifications at Norfolk, and stayed all winter at Folly Island, 
off Charieston, and assisted in building the famous " Swamp AngeF' 
fortifications near Ft. Wagner. In the Spring of 1864 he was pro- 
moted to be First Lieutenant and ordered to Gloster Point, General 
Butler in command. They went up the James Eiver, built fortifi- 
cations across the Appomattox to the James, and on May 16th his 
regiment was engaged at Drury's Bluff. On the 1st of June he was 
ordered to White House Landing to form a junction with Grant's 
army, and on the 3d was at the battle of Cold Harbor, and for the 
ten following days was engaged fighting. They were then ordered 
back to City Point, and stormed the fortifications around Petersburg 
on the 15th, and for the rest of the summer he was engaged in 
front of Petersburg and Eichmond. On the 29th of September 
they stormed Fort Gilmore, his company losing 18, killed and 
wounded, out of 27 men in all. On Oct. 3d he was promoted to the 
captaincy; on the 7th he fought at Chappin's farm, and on the 17th 
was at his last battle in Virginia. He then went on the Ft. Fisher 
expedition, at which Mr. Bartholomew opened the battle with eighty 
sharp-shooters, and ended as commander of his brigade. For 
bravery on the battle field he was promoted to the rank of Major. 
After the war he was engaged in farming in New York until 

1877, when he came to Norton, where he still resides, extensively 
engaged in fruifc farming. In 1860 he married Marian E. Page, of 
Marshall, Oneida Co., N. Y., by whom he has^four children. 

Benjamin Beist was born in Eeinsheim in Baden, Geimany, in 
1820, and when fourteen years of age landed in New York, and set- 
tled first in Berne, Albany Co., N. Y., and after twenty-two months 
he removed to Lewis County. In 1843 he came to Kalamazoo, 
Mich., and after remaining there four years came to Ottawa County, 
and in 1853 purchased his ,'present farm on section 21, town of 
Norton, where he has ever since resided. In 1845 he married Miss 
Angeline Harlan, of Kalamazoo, by whom he has three children. 

Feancis Boutell was born in Essex Co.,' England, in 1843, 
and, his father having died when he was four years old, he was left 
in the care of his mother's brother, who lived near Newcastle, where 
he worked two years in a cotton factory. At fourteen years of age 
he went to East Oxford, Ontario, and worked for seven years among 
the farmers, when he married Miss Sarah Jane Eanger, of Oxford, 
by whom he had six children. She died Nov. 25th, 1877, and in 
September, 1880, he married Miss Harriet Southworth, of Van 
Buren Co., Mich. In 1873 he bought land in section 19, of Norton, 
where he has a good farm with some fruit on it, and bids fair to 
become a wealthy man. 

L. E. CosTON, fruit grower on Black Lake, below Cobb's fac- 
tory, was born in Philadelphia in 1842, and came to Lake Harbor 
in July, 1878, having previously been in Chicago from 1857 to 

1878. On July 27th, 1864, at Chicago, he married Emma I. 
Holmes, by whom he has two daughters and one son. He enhsted 
in DeKalb Co., 111., in 1861, in Co. E, 42dIU., Eegt., and served for 
eight months, when he was obhged to resign through illness. He 
has a fine fruit farm of 22 acres, of which about eight acres are 
cleared, and mainly in orchard, with two acres in grapes. 

Wm. CnuEcmLL, fruit grower on section 18, Norton, was bom 
in New York State in the fall of 1827, came to this State in the 
Fall of 1866, and to Norton in the Spring of 1872. He first settled 
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in section 24, on a farm of eighty acres, which he sold in 1881 to 
John Davis, Jr., of Ohio, and in June, 1882, bought his present 
place of seventy-three acres. He intends to devote it to grapes, 
peaches, &c. He was Supervisor in 1877. 

John B. Dupuis, the engineer of the Ferry mill, was born near 
Montreal in 1846; came to lUinois in 1850; to Lake Harbor in 
1865; was also several years on Muskegon tugs. He married, in 
1869, Ohve Gates, by whom he has one son, Alfred, born in 1874. 
After her death he married, in 1876, Dell Thebault. 

John Geigek was born in Wurtemburg in 1840, and came to 
America in 1867, settling first in Wyandotte. In 1869 he settled in 
section 21, Norton. In 1871 he married Miss Ariadne Brist, of Nor- 
ton, by whom he had five children. 

George HanvhuL, saw filer of the Ferry mill 'at Lake Harbor, 
was bom in New York State in 1814, came to Grand Haven in 1869 
and has resided in Lake Harbor since 1876. He is a veteran of the 
late war, having enhsted in 1862, in Co. H, 21st Wisconsin Volun- 
teers. He was discharged on account of two severe wounds received 
at Perryville, Ky. He married in 1872, Ehzabeth Kyan, of New 
York State, and they have one daughter. May, born July 12, 1879. 

WmLiAM HmE was bom in Northumberland County, Pa., April 
18, 1840, and at 6 years of age he moved with his parents to St. 
Joseph County, Michigan. In 1864 he enhsted in the 15th Michi- 
gan Infantry, Co, C, served until the close of hostilities, and al- 
though in a number of engagements, escaped unhurt. In 1864 he 
married Miss Margaret A. Eeed, of St. Joseph County, by whom he 
has six children. In 1867 he purchased land in section 24, Norton, 
where he has ever since resided, being very successfully engaged in 
fruit growing. 

Peter Jeannot was bom near Montreal, Canada, in the year 
1829. His parents were in very limited circumstances, with a large 
family of children, and at the age of 16 years, with scanty clothing 
and only sixteen cents in his pocket, without the knowledge of his 
parents, but with resolute and determined mind, Peter and some 
other boys about the same age, left their parental roof for the city of 
Chicago, at which place he arrived in the fall of 1845. For three 
days of the time after leaving home he did not taste of food. He 
had an acquaintance in' Chicago with whom he stayed for two weeks. 
From there he went in the lumber [region of Northern Green Bay, 
remaining there engaged in saw mills until the fall of 1855. From 
Green Bay he went to Manistee, Michigan. Since 1864 he 
has been superintendent and general manager for Ferry's mill at 
Lake Harbor, and has also been for years postmaster. Mr. Jeannot 
was married in the month of June, 1859, at Bourbonnaise Grove, 
lU., to Mary Lambert, daughter of Lewis and Mary Lambert, and 
has had thirteen children, nine of whom are living. The eldest 
son Wilham is graduating at Notre Dame CoUege, Indiana. 

S. B. Marstiller was born in Eandolph County, W. Va., in 
1833, worked with his father until he was twenty-two years of age, 
when he went into the carpenter trade, which he has ever since fol- 
lowed. In May, 1862, he went to Marion Co., W. Ya., where, after 
residing nine years, he went to Belmont, Ohio; after remaining 
there seven years he came to Norton, purchasing land in section 13, 
where he stiU resides. In 1857 he married Miss Anna Ryan, of his 
native county, by whom he has five children. Although he still 
works at his trade, he intends to make fruit growing his chief busi- 
ness. In February, 1864 he enlisted in Co. H, 12th W. Va., Regi- 
ment, and served till the close o4 the war. He was in five general 
engagements, was wounded, and draws a pension. 

Elizur Porter, was born in New Haven county, Ct., June 9, 
1815, and resided in his native place until 23 years of age, following 
the cooper business. He then went to New York State, remaining 
six years. In 1844 he settled in Monroe county, Mich. In 1855 



he went for one year to Minnesota, returning he settled on section 
12, Norton Township, where he stiU resides. In 1844 he married 
Delia Town, of Burgess, Genesee county, N. Y., who died after 
having borne him three children. In 1852 he married Miranda 
Nokes, of Monroe county, Mich., by whom he has six children. Mr. 
Porter settled in Norton when it was nearly all in a wild state and 
there was but one store in Muskegon. 

Stephen Porter, who has a fruit farm of 26 acres on Black 
Lake a short distance above Milo Rowe's, was bom in Courtland 
county, N. Y., 1819, came to Norton in 1877, his family following 
two years after. He has a fine place, with seven acres of grapes 
and smaU fruits, about one acre each of black caps, blackberries 
and red raspberries, 240 crab apple trees, 400 cherries, etc. His 
grapes in 1881 weighed about 4| tons, averaging six cents per 
pound. 

Joseph Edward Randall, fruit grower on Black Lake below 
Coston's, has also an 18 acre fruit farm, of which 14 acres are im- 
proved, containing 3,000 grape vines, 1,000 peach trees, 100 apple, 
50 pear, with four acres of strawberries and an equal quantity of 
raspberries. As an instance of the fertility of his place, he reports 
150 bushels of strawberries from 1^ acres, sold so as to bring a net 
profit of $400, and from 150 grape vines 600 pounds at six cents 
per pound, brought $36. Mr. Randall was bom in England in 
1845, came to Chicago in 1867, and to Norton first in 1873, re- 
maining only one summer. In the spring of 1880 he returned from 
Chicago and bought his present place. He married Oct. 10, 1868, 
Sarah Knight, and has one surviving daughter, Frances Louise. 

James Reed was born in Columbia county. Pa., March 3, 1808, 
and when 22 years of age went to Jefferson county. Pa., whete in 
1830 he married Miss Margaret MiUson. In 1844 he removed to 
Park, St. Joseph county, Mich., where he farmed until 1865. In 
1850 his wife died, leaving six children. In 1851 he married Miss 
Barbara Millen, by w^hom he has two children. In 1865 he removed 
to Norton, purchasing land in section 24, on which he successfully 
raises fruit. 

Oscar C. Roy was bom in La Grange county, Ind., and in 1839, at 
ten years of age came with his father to St. Joseph county, Mich., 
but after a two years' sojourn there he returned to Indiana for ten 
years. For a few following years Mr. Roy alternated, the summers 
in St. Joseph and the winters in Indiana. In 1864 he removed to 
Iowa,' remaining there until the fall of 1872, since which time he 
has made his home in Norton. In 1873 he married Louisa M. 
Fisher, of Cedar Falls, Iowa. 

Milo Rowe, one of the oldest and most respected residents of 
the town, was born in Broome county, N. Y., in 1813; at eleven 
moved to Pennsylvania, and to this State in 1856, first coming to 
Lamont. He settled in Norton in 1864, and two years after on his 
present beautiful fruit farm on the north of Black Lake, where he 
has 600 peach trees, 25 acres of^ apple orchard, eight acres of straw- 
berries and other small fruit, and a vineyard of about an acre and 
a half. He married June 3, 1835, Orpha Beals, of Pennsylvania, 
and has two children, Mrs. A. B. Palmer, and Captain H. N. Rowe. 
He has held nearly every municipal office from Supervisor to Treas- 
urer, which latter officQ he stiU holds. 

Capt. H. N. Rowe was born in Pennsylvania, May 25, 1836; 
came in 1854 to Grandville, Kent county; in 1856 to Lamont, Ot- 
tawa county. In 1860 he went to Illinois and the following year 
he enlisted in the 59th 111. Reg., and was one of fifty chosen to 
go on the "Ram" fleet and fight the naval battle near Memphis; he 
was also at the siege of Vicksburg. After serving two years and 
rising to be 2nd Lieut., he resigned on account of disability. He 
then went into lumbering on Black Lake, and ran vessels for eight 
years, the tugs "Hattie May," "Croton," and "Emma" which was 
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afterwards burned, and then the fruit boat A. H. Petrie, sold 
Dec. 1880. He is now engaged with his father in fruit growing. 
He married Nov. 25, 1862, Emma Keynolds of Dlmois, and has 
two sons. 

Fkank C. Tyler was born in Stoneham, Mass., March 14, 
1855, and in 1857 removed with his parents to Van Buren county, 
Mich., where he continued to reside until February, 1880, when he 
came to Norton, purchasing land in section 19. On Oct. 13, 1876, 
he married Miss Ehza Southworth, by whom he has three children, 
Mr. Tyler is combined German and Scottish extraction, is a hard- 
working man, and has fair prospects of success in his business of 
fi'uit growing. 

Daniel Upton, son of Samuel and Charlotte Upton, was born 
in Fishkill, Duchess county, N. Y., Aug. 12, 1818. Several of his 
boyhood years were spent in the woolen manufactory and flouring 
mill of his father. In 1835 his family immigrated to Michigan, 
locating in the western part of Jackson county. Daniel remained 
with his father, clearing up the wilderness, until 24 years of age, 
when he went into the employ of Z. Lawrence, a merchant at Gid- 
ley, on the M. C. E. E. On the death of Mr. Lawrence in 1848, 
he remained to close up the business. He next went into business 
as general merchant with Messrs. Kassick under the firm name of 
D. Upton & Co., in Parma. Nov. 2, 1848, Mr. Upton married 
Mary E., eldest daughter of Edward Strong, who was born in Lan- 
sing, N. Y., Nov. 2, 1830. After a partnership of one year with the 
Kassicks, Mr. Upton withdrew and opened a general store with his 
elder brother, Samuel; continued till 1856, when Samuel died, 
when he closed up the business and went into farming, and in 1858 
was elected County Clerk of Jackson county on the Eepublican 
ticket, and was elected four times in succession, and was then 
p.lected Eepresentative for the Second District of Jackson in the 
State Legislature. Li 1857 he removed with his family to Muske- 
gon city, and affcer one year went to Lake Harbor, his present home. 
In 1876 he returned to Muskegon where he was elected for four 



years Justice of the Peace, and for two years was appointed by the 
Council Pohce Justice. During Mr. Upton's residence at Muskegon 
his fruit farm was managed by his son,Edward S., who was born at 
Parma, Oct. 20, 1850. His second son, Daniel, was born at Parma, 
Sept., 26, 1853, and his only daughter Cornelia Elma, was born at 
Parma, Oct. 10, 1858. Daniel Jr. has been Clerk of Norton for 
four years, and for the past three years book-keeper for Powell & 
Hovey, of Muskegon. Edward S. has been Clerk for the past three 
years. Mr. Upton has held the Supervisorship and Treasurership 
of the town. 

James H. WmxNEY was born at Allen's Hill, Ontario Co., N 
Y,, July 22, 1842. In two years his parents removed to Niagara 
County-; in 1849 they came to McComb Co., Mich. In September, 
1871, he went to Muskegon County, purchasing a farm on Section 
21, Norton, and on the following October, on the same night as 
Chicago and Holland were burned, his barn, containing horses and 
farming implements, was consumed, and he had to build anew. 
The fire was carried, as was supposed, in some furniture from a 
neighbor's house that was burned that night. Mr. Whitney has a 
farm well adapted for fruit growing. In November, 1867, he mar- 
ried Miss Annora Hall, of McComb Co., Michigan. 

Wm. E. Wilson was born in Wilhamsport Pa., Sept. 18, 1826. 
at twelve years of age his parents removed to Columbia County, 
where he resided six years, learning the carpenter's trade. In 1843 
he went to Schuylkill, working there six years; also worked two 
years in Berks County, and lived from 1852 to 1860 in DuPage Co., 
111. He then lived three years in Lucas Co., 0., after which he re- 
moved to Mason Co., Mich., settling in the Spring of 1864 in Mus- 
kegon Co., building a boarding house for S. N. Wilcox at Bluffton. 
In 1876 he bought a farm on Section 12 Norton, where he now re- 
sides. In December, 1849, he married Catharine Schatz, of Ham- 
burg, Berks Co., Pa., by whom he has had four sons and two daugh- 
ters. In 1864 he was drafted, but rejected at Grand Eapids on ac- 
count of physical disabihty. 
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FRUITPORT TOWNSHIP. 



This is the largest township in the county, being 9x6 miles, 
embracing, therefore, fifty-four square miles of territory, much of 
which is yet to be developed. It will yet be a great fruit district. 
The attempts that have been made have demonstrated its great value 
as a fruit region. It is an off- shoot of the old town of Norton, from 
which it separated in 1867. It has one lovely village — Fruitport — 
at the head of Spring Lake, which is unrivalled for its scenery, and 
will again become a favorite Summer resort. It is well watered by 
Black Creek, crossing its northwest corner, and Norris Creek and 
Little Deer Creek traversing its center. 

MUNICIPAL. 

Fruitport was a portion of the old Norton Township until it 
was set apart under the name of Lovell by act of the Legislature in 
1867. The first meeting of the electors was appointed to be held 
at the school house in Section 31, Henry James, Sam'l Torrans and 
Bobert Little being the first inspectors of election. Austin W. De 
Frate was the first supervisor, and was re-elected the following year. 
In 1870 John D. McEwing was elected supervisor. In 1871 the 
name of the town was changed from Lovell to Fruitport, and M. B. 
Converse was elected supervisor, and re-elected in 1872 and 1873. 
In 1874 J. D. McEwing again became supervisor, and next year M. 
B. Converse was elected, and re-elected until 1879, having the honor 
of being chairman of the county board for the last two years. In 
1879 H. Beach was elected, and in 1881 J. C. Abbott became super- 
visor. In 1882 Frank L. Hough is supervisor. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

The first settler in Fruitport Township was Seth H. Norris, in 
Fall of 1836, who cleared seven acres and made it his home for sev- 
eral years. Mr. Torens came in the following Winter. Jacob 
Chapman was the first settler in the village of Fruitport, and was 
its first postmaster, J. W. Barnes became the second. 

There is no church edifice in the township. The Supervisor 
for 1881 is H. H. Hendryx; Clerk, Chas. Converse; Treasurer, Jos. 
B. Ford; Justices, W. J. Barnes and Mr. Snyder. 

Among the earliest fruit growers was Sam'l Torrans, ex-town- 
ship treasurer, who had peaches bearing in 1857, and the late Jas. 
Lowe about the same time raised peaches. J. H. Cooley was the 
first to raise apples. 

The first school house, now removed, was near Jacob Chap- 
man's in 1854, and was taught first term by a German, next by a 
daughter of E. "Wilson, now of Alabama. 

The village of Fruitport was incorporated in 1868. Near the 
village is good clay for brick making, which is to be resumed at 
Stahl's bay, half a mile to the West in the Spring of 1882. The 
soil of the township in the East is heavier and better adapted for 
agricultural purposes. The West is excellent for fruit growing. 

J. M. W. Jones, of the great Chicago printing house, is the pro- 
prietor of the Pomona House Grounds and Mineral Springs. 

Spring Lake, which was formerly known simply as "the Bayou/' 
is an exceedingly beautiful body of water extending up North into 



Fruitport, and surrounded by slightly elevated banks, forming alto- 
gether one of the loveliest spots in the State. 

In the Spring of 1866 Cap. E. L. Craw, after carefully study- 
ing up the capabilities of the soil, came to the conclusion that it 
had valuable qualities for fruit growing, and purchasing several 
hundred acres on the Eastern shore, set out thirty acres of peach 
trees, and the result exceeded his highest anticipations. This led 
to great speculations, and pure sandy soil which di I not rest on 
clay, rose in value, but did not turn out so well. However, the bus- 
iness increased until the severe Winter of 1874-5, which killed 
nearly aU the peach buds. But the people persevered, and the re- 
sult is that they have succeeded in gaining a high reputation to the 
region. Fruitport Village, at the head of the lake, was laid out in 
1868, and in the following year the foundation of a great hotel was 
laid. In 1871 the mineral water of a valuable character was struck, 
and the elegant Pomona House opened July 1st, the property be- 
longing to a company, the Fruitport Magnetic and Sulphur Springs 
Company, with capital $500,000. The hotel was twice burned 
down, and is now a ruin. 

The financial crisis, the severe season of 1874-5 on fruit, and 
the Chicago fire which embarrassed some of the stock holders, and 
prevented others from investing, were some of the causes of the col- 
lapse of Fruitport. It is said that Cyrus H. McCormick, of Chicago 
was just about to invest $50,000 in stock when the Chicago fire 
caused him to make another use of his money. 

SPKING LAKE IRON WORKS. 

The Iron Company for the manufacture of Lake Superior Char- 
coal Pig Iron was organized in 1879 under the mining laws of the 
State of Michigan with a paid up capital stock of $100,000. The 
officers are Samuel Marshal, of Milwaukee, President; Col E. H. 
Broadhead, of Milwaukee, Yice President; Irving M. Bean, of Mil- 
waukee, Secretary and Treasurer; Maj. H. S. Pickands, general 
manager. The blast furnace was erected in the fall and winter of 
'79 and '80 under the personal supervision of Maj. H. S. Pickands, # 
formerly of the Bay and Munising furnaces of Lake Superior, and 
also manager of the Bangor Furnace Co., of Bangor, Van Buren 
County, Mich., and to this date Nov. 1881, has made the best rec- 
ord of any charcoal furnace in the United States. The plant is lo- 
cated on the north bank of Spring Lake and has five hundred feet 
of dock with sixteen feet depth of water. The ores from Lake Su- 
perior are transported in the new steam barge H. C. Akeley, built 
expressly for this trade at Grand Haven by Capt. Kirby and Mr. H. 
C. Akeley, and is unloaded at the furnace with improved steam 
hoisting apparatus direct into the stock house. The track of the 
C. & W. M. railroad is laid to the furnace. The furnace stack is 
an iron shell forty-five feet high, supported upon iron columns. 
Blast is furnished by a Weimar engine of two hundred horse power, 
driven by two batteries of boilers. The engine and boiler houses 
are of brick with iron roof, as are also the hoisting and cast houses. 
The cast house is 5t)xl00 feet, stock house 126x170 feet, and the 
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coal stock house 100x100 feet. Only a small portion of the char- 
coal used in the furnace is made in one battery of round kilns at 
the furnace, the greater amount being manufactured in Oceana 
County, where the company have extensive works and an abundant 
supply of hard wood, and is transported to the furnace in cars built 
for the purpose by the C. & W. M. E. E. The daily capacity of the 
furnace is fifty gross tons of pig iron which is shipped by rail and 
vessel to eastern and western markets, the iron being especially 
adapted to the manufacture of Bessemer steel, car wheels, malleable 
and strong foundry castings. The company employ in the aggre- 
gate at the furnace and at the charcoal kilns in busy season about 
four hundred men. 

PiCKANDs' Junction is a new place one and a half miles north 
of Fruitport, where a branch connects the old M. & L. S. with the 
C. & W. M., a short distance above Ferrysburg. It was necessary 
to have a track from here to the Spring Lake Iron Works to convey 
pig iron. There are also charcoal furnaces a short distance up the 
line. 



BIOGEAPHICAL. 

Waeken J. Barntis, farmer and fruit grower. Section 36, came 
from Oswego County, N. Y., in 1868, where he was a prominent 
citizen, and has been Justice of the Peace for four years in Fruit- 
port, and moderator and road director, and in every way makes him- 
self generally useful. 

Heney Beach was born in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., in 
1838. When quite young his parents went to the Province of On- 
tario and settled in Elizabeth town. County of Leeds. In 1874 he 
went back to the State of New York staying there eight years. He 
then went to Illinois. In 1856 he went to Magill College, Montreal, 
to study medicine and practiced his profession until 1868. In that 
year he went to the state of Michigan and settled in the town of 
Fruitport, where he now resides. During his residence he has 
held the office of Justice of the Peace and Supei-visor. In 1867 he 
married Miss Mary Jackson, of Chicago, by whom he has five chil- 
dren. 

Seneca M. Burgess, principal of the village school, Fruitport, 
also senior member of the County Board of School Examiners, is a 
genial gentleman admirably qualified for the position of school prin- 
cipal, for which he has had a successful experience of over fifty 
school terms in Michigan, Pennsylvania, New York and California. 
His whole soul is in his work and he was also a fighting patriot 
during the war, enlisting as a private in 1862, in DeGolyer's battery 
of light artillery, serving two years until discharged for disability, 
having been promoted to the Quarter-master's staff. He married 
, in 1857 Harriet Alexander, of EoUin, Mich., and his only daughter 
Kate M., creditably assists him in the school. 

Aethuk V. Chapman, postmaster and dealer in hardware and 
furniture, was born in Onondaga County, N. Y., in 1847, and com- 
menced business in 1871, went out in 1874 and re-commenced five 
years afterwards. His father, Jacob Cliapman, was the first post- 
master of Fruitport. Arthur married in 1874 Miss. L. J. Hunt, of 
Manchester, Mich., and has two children, Sarah, born Aug. 5, 
1875, and Marshall, 5th Sept. 1880. 

Davh) Chapman, farmer. Section 31, was born in England in 
1830, settling on his farm in 1855. Has a fine fourteen acre lot on 
which he rais' s grain, vegetables and fruit. 

G. L. Calkins, general merchant, established his business in 
1870, and keeps a good line of boots and shoes, groceries and pro- 
visions, and deals extensively in teas, bark, lumber, flour and feed, 
and ships fruit to Milwaukee and Chicago. Mr. C. is a man of hb- 
eral and generous disposition, and has accumulated wealth. 



Wm. Clydesdale, farmer, Section 3l, was bom in County Cavan, 
Ireland, in 1822 came to Canada where he remained seven years, 
thence to Oswego, N. Y., for five years, setthng on a farm in this 
village, and afterwards to his present farm of forty acres. 

N. S. Cummins, farmer, born in Canada in 1834, and settled on his 
present farm in Section 22, since 1877, although he has been in 
Michigan since 1865. Has for a short period served his country 
as a volunteer in the late war. 

Geokge B. Dignan was born in the county of Northumberland, 
England, in 1849. When he was four years old his parents left for 
America and landed in New York, remaining there two years; from 
there they went to Ann Arbor, Mich. In 1874 he left Ann Arbor 
and went to Saginaw, staying there two years. In 1876 he went 
to Fruitport and bought land in Section 29, of Fruitport, where now 
he resides. Mr. Dignan held the office of Constable one term. In 
1863 he enlisted in the northern army and served about twenty 
months. He was in Washington at the time of the Early raid on 
that city, and he is one of the survivors of tlie collision of the Mete- 
or and Pewaubeck, in August, 1865. when about 300 lives were lost. 
B. J. Harris, general merchant, purchased in 1879 the 
business of Mr. Thrope, which has been ten years established. He 
deals heavily in teas, bark and fruit, and keeps a good stock of dry 
goods, groceries, &c. 

E. F. HiLER is dealer in bark and trees for Hitchcock & Foster, 
of Chicago, to whom they are shipped direct. Has also in con- 
nection a general store. He was born in Monroe County, N. Y., in 
1847. 

Mrs. Lowe came from Plymouth, Indiana. In 1841 came to 
Chicago, where she resided two years, and thence removed to Black 
Lake for tvv^o years, and thence after spending four years in Grand 
Haven she came in 1869 to her present farm in Fruitport. 

John Loosmore, farmer in section 32, was born in England 
July 16th, 1811; came to this country in 1852, and to his present 
farm of 120 acres in 1865, and is now an extensive grain raiser, 
having fifty acres under cultivation in 1881. He is regarded by his 
neighbors as a model farmer. 

John D. McEwing, farmer, has an excellent fruit and grain 
farm of 200 acres. He was born in New York in 1831, came to 
Fruitport in 1869, and has been steadily engaged in farming ever 
since. Was Supervisor for two years. Town Clerk for five years, 
School Moderator and Overseer of Highways ; all of which is sub- 
stantial testimony to his worth as a citizen. 

George E. Mack, carpenter and builder, was born in Ontario 
County, N. Y., and came to Fruitport from Auburn in 1870, and 
has erected the principal buildings in the village. He enlisted in 
the 8th N. Y. Cavalry, serving three years, and was wounded in a 
skirmish at Green's Station. He has by hard labor acquired a 
competency. 

L. L. Maxfield was born in Lamont, Ottawa County, in 1855, 
and lived there until he was 21. He then went to Greenville, and 
was there three years, keeping books for Mr. S. W. Smith, merchant. 
From there he went to Portage Lake, stayed there two years book- 
keeping, and then went to Fruitport and established a grocery trade, 
where he now resides. In 1879 he married Miss Estelle Osgood, of 
Port Washington, Wis., by whom he has one child. 

G. S. Putnam, druggist, established his business in December, 
1880, and keeps a good stock of drugs, groceries, patent medicines, 
and also a news depot. 

Wm. J. KiLEY, farmer, is a native of Ireland, and came to 
Fruitpori village in 1870, and has a fine 40-acre lot close by the 
village. 

Samuel Toreans, a worthy pioneer of Fruitport, died on tbe 30th 
of April last, of blood poisoning. Mr. Torrans was born in County 
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Londonderry, Ireland, in 1818, and emigrated to this country at the 
age of 19, and settled in Pennsylvania, where he resided a short 
time, and then removed to Fruitport, where he resided ahout thirty- 
five years. At the time of his arrival here there were but a few 
houses at Grand Haven, and the balance of the country in that 
vicinity was a vast wilderness. He engaged in lumbering, and for 
a number of years owned and operated a mill at the head of Spring 
Lake. Lately he had given more attention to farming, but still he 



did some lumbering in connection with it. He was married about 
sixteen years ago to Miss Virginia Wyatt, of Virginia, who survives 
him. He also leaves eight children and two sisters, Mrs. Richard 
Clydesdale, of Spring Lake, and Miss Agnes Torrans, of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., and one. brother in Ireland. 

Mr. Torrans was a highly respected citizen and held many 
positions of trust in his younger days. He leaves a large circle of 
friends and acquaintances in this vicinity who wiU mourn his loss. 
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MOORLAND TOWNSHIP. 



Moorland Township, situated directly north of Ravenna, with 
which it was attached for township purposes till 1860, is composed 
very largely of State Swamp Lands. Of late years these lands are 
being reclaimed, and Moorland bids fair to become a wealthy and 
populous township. At present (1881), it contains no church, four 
school houses, one blacksmith shop and two saw mills, with a pop- 
ulation of about 500. 

EAELY SETTLEMENT. 

As earl7 as 1857 Peter Conklin, John W. Tibbets, John F. 
Chichester made a beginning. Following in 1858 were R. Robin- 
son, D. M. Wilson, James Anscomb, Geb. H. Loomis, P. Wood- 
ward, Daniel C. MiUs, Wm. Simms, Alvin Reed, Judson Philips, 
and Hiram and Jesse Ackerman, since which time a continual 
stream of immigration has occurred. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Moorland had its first separate township organization in 1860 
when the following officers were elected: 

O. F. Conklin, Supervisor; Alvin Reed, Clerk; John W. Tib- 
bets and George H. Loomis, Justices of the Peace; Benjamin Bre- 
voort. Treasurer; Peter Conklin, P. Woodward and Judson Philips, 
Commissioners of Highways, and Robert Robinson, School In- 
spector. 

The present (1881) officers are: 

Robert Robinson, Supervisor; Anson Bowen, Clerk; Samuel 
Beckwith, Treasurer; John Kenne, Commissioner of Highways; 
'Tom. J. G. Bolt, School Superintendent, and Geo. M. Goodrich, 
Wheeler Hancock and Samuel Beckwith, Justices of the Peace. 

DITCH SYSTEM. 

The growth and future prosperity of Moorland depends, in a 
great measure, on its being properly drained. To accomplish which 
a main ditch with an average width of fourteen feet has been com- 
pleted, commencing in section 13, and running in a southwesterly 
direction to section 30, flowing to the south branch of Black Creek. 
This main ditch has numerous auxiliary ditches, forming, as it 
were, a complete net- work. The land once drained is found to be 
wonderfully productive in aU crops, with, perhaps, the exception o 
wheat, and already many an enterprising young man has taken ad- 



vantage of the cheapness of the land, and is preparing a home 
which will furnish a competency in his old age. 



BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Geo. B. Smith, a farmer residing in section 35, was born in 
Chittenden County, Vt., Feb. 17th, 1832. Like many of the 
hardy sons of that State, he inherited a good constitution, w^hole- 
some youthful training and an independent mind. He settled, in 
connection with his father's family, in Kent County, Mich., as early 
as 1837, and hence is acquainted with all the hardships incident to 
pioneer hfe. In 1864 he made Muskegon City his home, and par- 
ticipated in pubhc life to some extent, having acted in the different 
capacities of Pohceman, Constable, Deputy Sheriff and Marshal in 
that city. Mr. Smith was married Oct. 16th, 1853, to Adelaide A. 
Withey, who was born in Grand Rapids, Sept. 17th, 1836. 

Samuel Beckwith. The father of the subject of this sketch, 
whose name was Samuel, was born in Connecticut, Feb. 15th, 1781, 
and married Hannah English, Oct. 29th, 1809, who was born in 
Chemung County, N. Y., July 11th, 1793. The old gentleman died 
in Steuben County, N. Y., in 1859, and the mother April 3d, 1853. 
As early as 1854 Mr. Samuel Beckwith settled in Michigan, and in 
1857 made a home on section 1, Moorland Township, and engaged 
in manufacturing sawed lumber and shingles until quite recently. 
He is the present Township Treasurer, and has been Justice of the 
Peace for a term of years. He was married, Feb. 13th, 1853, to 
Susan A. Clark, who was born in Columbia County, Penn., Dec. 1, 
1836. 

Tom J. G. Bolt was born in Devonshire, Eng., April 16th, 
1848. He settled in Ontario, Canada, in 1857, and in Ottawa 
County, Mich., in 1859, and in Casnovia Township-, Muskegon 
County, in 1869. He engaged in teaching school, which avocation 
he has followed a large portion of the time since. In 1874 Mr. 
Bolt settled on his present home in section 1, Moorland Township. 
He was married Dec. 25th, 1874, to Ola A. Minnich, who was born 
in Casnovia, April 8th, 1855. They have two children. Mr. Bolt 
is the present Town Superintendent of Scliools for Moorland. 

S. Poeter was born in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., June 8th, 
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1831, and is a farmer, residing in section 28, Moorland. Mr. Porter 
was the pioneer settler in bis part of the town, and demonstrated 
what could be done with that class of land. He married Louisa 
Shimel, Sept. 7tb, 1850. 

Tracy Woodward was born in the State of New York, Sept. 
12th, 1836. He settled at a very early age in Oakland County, 
Mich., and in Kent County in 1848, and in Muskegon County, in 
1859, and now resides on section 1, Moorland. He has been iden- 
tified in public affairs as Supervisor of Barton, Treasurer of Moor- 
land, Commissioner, &c. He was married Sept. 30th, 1860, to 
Celestia Pickett, who was born in Onondaga County, N. Y., Sept. 
30th, 1840. They have four surviving children. He has recently 
(Aug. 17th, 1881), lost a loving daughter, Carrie Esther, who was 
born Aug. 22d, 1862. 

Wm. WmTTiNGTON, who was born in Ireland Nov. 24th, 1817, 
settled in Albany County, N. Y., in 1821 ; moved to Niagara County, 
N. Y., in 1842, and to Eaton County, Mich., in 1850, and to Cas- 
novia, Muskegon County, in 1858, and now lives on section 26, 
Moorland. He married Polly Bigsby in August, 1840. 

M. H. Spencer was born in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., June 
12, 1839. He settled in Kavenna Township in 1851 and in Moor- 



land in 1877, where he built a saw mill with a capacity of 15,000 
feet daily, which he still owns. 

Geo. W. Tibbits was bom in Eavenna, Muskegon County, 
March 12th, 1854; is a farmer, and resides on section 28, Moor- 
land. He was married May 28th, 1876, to Hattie Flanders. 

Nelson Flanders was born in Ontario County, N. Y., Feb. 13, 
1854, and settled in Muskegon County in 1863. He is a farmer re- 
sidino: on section 28, Moorland. He was married Sept. 18, 1878, to 
Mary Peters. 

The farm of Mr. Wm. Thompson, of Crockery, is a good ex- 
ample of what can be done with Moorland marsh lands. It consists 
of over 1,000 acres, and has been drained by two ditches each about 
six miles long, ten feet wide and three feet deep, which has rendered 
it, perhaps, the most fertile farm in the State. On it there are im- 
mense buildings to hold the crops. In 1881, 1,500 bushels of corn 
were raised from 15 acres, and 300 bushels of potatoes to the acre. 
On the farm there have been raised cabbages weighing 18 lbs., 
beets 17 lbs., and potatoes 3 J lbs. The land was bought at $4 an 
acre, and the ditching has cost $1 an acre, and the farm is now worth 
f 40 an acre, which is a good return for the money invested. 



RAVENNA TOWNSHIP. 



Eavenna Township is situated in the Southeast corner of Mus- 
kegon County, and when organized for the purposes of township 
government, comprised aU the territory both of Moorland and Eg- 
elston. The first town meeting was held April 2, 1849, the whole 
number of votes polled being thirteen, at which time the following 
officers were elected: Benjamin Smith, Supervisor; Thomas D. 
Smith, Township Clerk; Timothy Fletcher, Treasurer; Cyrus Mil- 
ler and C. Borendamme, Constables; James M. Smith, Timothy 
Fletcher and Dennis Porter, Commissioners of Highways ; P. I. Gr. 
Hodenpyle and Timothy Fletcher, School Inspectors; Timothy 
Fletcher, Harvey Porter, Seth Porter and Elmer Spencer, Justices 
of the Peace. 

The parties who held the offices of Supervisor and Clerk prior 
to 1864 were: Timothy Fletcher, three years Supervisor; James 
M. Smith, one year Supervisor; Cyrus Miller, one year Supervisor; 
Thos. D. Smith, seven years Supervisor; Charles Neale, two years 
Supervisor; Thos. D. Smith, two years Clerk; Wm. Kogers, two 
years Clerk; A. Plum, two years Clerk; Timothy Fletcher, one year 
Clerk; James F. Tibbits, two years Clerk; Charles Neale, two years 
Clerk; Geo. A. Ladd, one year Clerk; David T. Stafford, one year 
Clerk; John Thompson, one year Clerk. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

E. B. Bostwick was the first to locate land in this township, 
and parties commenced a sawmill in 1844. (See history of the first 
mill). In 1847 the settlement of the township really commenced. 
Benjamin Smith located where the village of Eavenna now stands. 
Thos. D. Smith on Section 11, Wm. Kogers on Section 11, James 



EoUinson and Hiram Wilkinson on Section 36. In 1848 the num- 
ber was increased by Elmer Spencer and John Thompson, also 
some Hollanders, among whom we find the names of P. I. G. Ho- 
denpyle, H. F. Hoogstraat, A. Plum, Cornelius Von Sledrick, C. 
Borendamme and A. Dooge. 

The township does not appear to have increased very materially 
tiU 1853, when we find twenty-four votes recorded; in 1855, fifty- 
six votes; in 1858, eighty-three votes, after which a steady increase 
in its population may be noticed. 

EARLY BIRTHS, MARRL^GES, DEATHS, ETC. 

The first birth was a child to ApoUus Griswold, who died in 
infancy. The first death was Mrs. Van Tassel, in 1846. The first 
marriage Oct. 9, 1853, James F. Tibbits and Christine Burbic, the 
ceremony being performed by Elmer Spencer, J. P. 

The first physician was Thos. D. Smith, who still resides in 
Eavenna as one of its most honored citizens, though having secured 
a competency, he has long since abandoned the practice of medicine. 

The first store of any account was kept by Ladd & Thompson, 
in 1855. 

The first religious services were held in the miU, and preaching 
by itinerent preachers. 

A select school was taught by Corneha Boynton as early as 
1848. School District No. 1 was organized in 1849. The school 
house was located on Section 11, after which school districts were or- 
ganized as the wants of the inhabitants demanded, and the rising 
generation never lacked the means to acquire a common school ed- 
ucation. 
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The only place of business in the township is the Hamlet of 
Ravenna, ten miles North of Cooperville on the D. G. H. & M. R'y, 
with which it has daily communication by stage. It contains some 
one hundred and fifty inhabitants, a gristmill, saw, shingle and 
planing mill, some dozen places of business of all kinds, church and 
Grange Hall. The sawmill was commenced in 1844, by Shears & 
Wells, who sold out to Mr. Van Tassel in 1845. In 1847 Benja- 
min and J. M. Smith purchased it, and in 1867 James F. Tibbits 
became the owner of it, who subsequently added a shingle and plan- 
ingmill, and to whose energy Ravenna owes much of its prosperity. 
Mr. Tibbits also built the present custom gristmill, in 1868. It is 
now owned by Charles P. Reed and F. D. Hoogstraat. 

BENEVOLENT OKDERS. 

The order of Red Ribbons was organized April, 1877, with 
about forty members: W. R. Carroll, President; Mrs. E. Hender- 
son and Mrs. Sarah Young, Vice Presidents; Mrs. Cyrus L. Alberts, 
Secretary; Mrs. E. Henderson, Treasurer. The present member- 
ship (1881) is 187, with C. P. Reed, President; W. T. C. Cummings, 
Vice President; Miss Jennie Ball, Secretary; Mrs. John Sipes, 
Treasurer. 

Knights of Honor was organized March 28, 1880, with eighteen 
members: W. R. Carroll, Dictator; H. Rogers, Vice Dictator ; C. 
P. Reed, Financial Reporter; F. D. Hoogstraat, Treasurer; H. J. 
Tibbits, Reporter; Rev. G. F. Newcomb, Chaplain. Only one death 
has occurred since its organization, that of Adelbert Babcock, June 
10, 1880. Present membership, twenty-two. 

Ravenna Grange No. 378 P. of H., was organized April 3, 1874, 
with seventeen members: John S. Burton, Master; F. A. Thatcher, 
Secretary. Present membership, seventy-four. Lorenzo F. Chubb, 
Master; Thos. D. Smith, Secretary. ^ 



BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Charles P. Reed was born in Ingham Co., Mich., July 26, 
1844; settled in Muskegon County October, 1873, engaged in a 
gristmill, which he still continues, being the owner in connection 
with F. D. Hoogstraat, of the Ravenna custom mill. For the short 
time Mr. Reed has been a resident of the township he enjoys to a 
large extent the confidence of the people of his town; has been 
Township Clerk, Township Treasurer, and is the present Supervisor, 
and President of the Red Ribbon society. Has been twice married, 
first to Jennie L. Macomber in 1869, who died Jan. 11, 1871, sec- 
ond to Mrs, Ann E. Curtis, May 6, 1872. 

James F. Tibbits was born July 16, 1832, in Schoharie Co., N.Y. 
While very young he moved, in connection with his father's family, 
to a place near Utica, N. Y., and in different places in New York 
till 1846, when he settled in Wisconsin, and remained there and in 
Minnesota till 1853, when he settled in Ravenna, Muskegon Co., 
Mich,, and engaged in manufacturing sawed lumber and shingles, 
which occupation he still continues, being the owner of a steam saw, 
shingle and planingmill. Married Oct. 9, 1853, to Christine Bur- 
bee. Two children — a son and daughter. 

De. Chas. H. a. Stewart was born in the county of Brant, 
Ontario, Nov. 4, 1843; studied medicine at the Toronto University 
of Physicians and Surgeons, in the class of 1868-9; practiced in 
Brant County till 1875, when he settled at Ravenna, Muskegon 
Co., Mich., where he is still a leading physician. Married August 
12, 1874, to Mrs. Mandana Clark. Two children. 

Sandford J. AcKERMAN was bom in Cattaraugus County, N. Y., 
April 9, 1826, and moved to Ohio in 1834, remained till 1854, when 
he settled in Sauk Co., Wis., finally in Ravenna in 1-864. Was 
Sheriff of Muskegon County in 1867; City Marshal of Muskegon 



for 1870; once Supervisor of Ravenna, and Justice of the Peace for 
over ten years. He married Christina Bunnel September 25, 1848. 

WiLLiAiM R. Carroll was born in Ingham Co., Mich., May 16, 
1841, went to the gtate of New York in 1857. In the fall of 1858 
he enhsted in Co. K, of the 3d Artillery, Regular Army. Discharged 
July, 1861, on half pay, having been accidentally shot. He then 
engaged in a construction corps and remained tiU 1865. Traveled 
over most of the Western States and Territories till 1873, when he 
settled in Ravenna an4 engaged in building and contracting, which 
he still continues, in connection with manufacturing coffins, safes 
and bee-hives. Is at present Justice of the Peace. He was married 
February 6, 1876, to Maggie Wilkinson. 

Fred D. Hoogstraat was born in Hanover, Germany, April 20, 
1841. Settled in Muskegon in 1855, engaged in a saw mill, subse- 
quently in farming. He now resides on section 13, Ravenna Town- 
ship, also owns a half interest in the Ravenna Custom mill. He 
was married January 1, 1868, to Mary Mc Williams, who was born 
in Brantford, Ontario, 

Theron Stafford was bom at Whitby, Ontario, Canada, Nov, 
21, 1848, settled in connection with his father's family in Ravenna 
in 1852. Received as good an education as the country afforded in 
his time; has taught school, been superintendent of schools, and 
now is engaged in the drug business at Ravenna. He has been 
twice married; first marriage July 29, 1872, to Cordia Scofield, who 
died Feb. 9, 1873; second marriage to Eva Giles, Sept, 25, 1876, 
who died Jan. 9, 1881, His father, Edward Stafford, was born in 
Canada Jan, 27, 1824, and married Ahce Waite, Feb, 12, 1846, and 
died Sept. 30, 1878. He was not only one of the pioneers of Ra- 
venna, but one of its prominent men, having been Township Treas- 
urer for seventeen years, 

Z, R, Butterfield was born in the State of New York, July 23, 
1820, and settled in Muskegon Co., Mich., in 1867. He is a farmer 
of 80 acres, and resides on section 6, Ravenna Township. He was 
married first, April 17, 1845, to Mary Ann Vandewalker, who died 
Jan. 12, 1855; second marriage, Nov. 1, 1855, to Alvira Otis, 

Valentine Plate was born in Prussia Oct, 14, 1842, and settled 
in Kenosha Co,, Wis., in 1844, and in Ravenna in 1874. Is a farm- 
er residing on section 12. He enhsted in the 33d Wisconsin volun- 
teers in 1862. Served three years. He was married June, 1868, to 
Henrietta Birdsell. 

John Thompson was bom in Scotland, March 2, 1822 He mar- 
ried Ann Hughes, Nov. 14, 1842. She was born June 4, 1821. 
They settled on section 9, Ravenna Township, in 1850. He had 
been Township Clerk and Justice of the Peace for several years, and 
died Oct. 22, 1873. 

John Cryderman was bom in Clark Township,. Ontario, Aug. 
13, 1837, settled in Ravenna Township on section 4, in 1853. He 
enhsted in Co. A, 6th Michigan Cavalry, in 1862,, and served three 
years. He was married Sept. 3, 1865, to Sarah C. Pierce, who was 
bom in Ohio, May 7, 1848. 

Joseph DAvm was bom in St. Johns, New Brunswick, March 
10, 1830, settled in Muskegon County in 1851, and in Ravenna in 
1857, on section 36, where he still resides. He has been three times 
married; first in Muskegon in 1851, to Isabella Wright, who was born 
in England in 1828, and died in 1856. Second marriage Feb., 1858, 
to Mercy Johnson, who was born in Saratoga Co., N. Y., in 1839, 
and died May 19, 1878. Third marriage July 14, 1880, to Laura 
Tiffany, who was born in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., in 1850. 

Edwin Thatcher was bom in Susquehannah Co,, Pa,, March 
28, 1825. He was early engaged in teaching, which he continued 
for over twenty years. He settled in Ravenna April, 1866. Has 
held the offices of County Supt. of Schools and Super^dsor of Ra- 
venna. He married Sept. 27, 1849, Catherine S. Carpenter, who 
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was born in the same township with himself. Has a family of six 
interesting children. 

Davh) Alberts was born in Adams Co., Pa., Aug. 5, 1803, set- 
tled in Eavenna, Muskegon Co., Mich., on section 3, in 1865. He 
married Aug. 12, 1841, Mary Aspen. 

David T. Stafford was born in Ontario Co., Ontario, May 2, 
1833, settled near Grand Eapids, Mich., in 1852, and in Eavenna 
in 1855, on section 25, where he still resides. Has been. Town- 
ship Clerk, Treasurer and CoUector. He was married June 17, 
1853, to Caroline Mansfield, who was born in Ontario, Aug. 4, 1835. 



Thomas Kelso was bom in the County Down, Ireland, July 16, 
1821, emigrated to America in 1838, settling in Massachusetts, 
where he remained till 1843, when he settled in Sanilac Co., Mich., 
and in Eavenna, Muskegon County, in 1865, hving on section 25. 
He was married June, 1852, to Mary J. Martin, who was also born 
in County Down, Ireland, in 1829. 

Antoine Christain was born in Canada, East, April 22, 1833, 
settled on section 6, Eavenna, in 1856. He was married Sept. 7, 
1857, to Angehne Tart. 
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CASNOVIA TOWNSHIP. 



As early as 1848 the following gentlemen made a beginning: 
Zerial Waterman, Ezra Burrel, A. Egelston, John and Eichard 
Hilton, Timothy Colby, Ira Bonner, Eansom Surrarrer; also land 
was located by George Probasco and Edwin E. Haywood. 

In 1850 we record as settlers the names of Solomon D. Mosher, 
Nathaniel E. and Edward A. Westcott, Silas and Newton L. Fulker- 
erson and Wm. Batterson. 

In 1851 Alex. Burdick, Case Ferguson, Ira Bonner, Daniel 
Bennett and Wm. H. Twiss. 

In 1852 a somewhat general settlement took place, among 
whom may be named, John Seaman, Wm. and Jerome Hutchinson, 
Marcus Muckey, Wm. Averill and Cornelius Loomis. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Casnovia was organized by act of the Legislature during the 
winter of 1852-3. The fir&t town meeting was held April 4, 1853, 
when the following officers were elected: Eichard Hilton, Super- 
visor; E. S. Seaman, Clerk; N. P. Westcott, Treasurer; Eichard 
Hilton, John Seaman, Daniel Bennett and Solomon D. Mosher, 
Justices of the Peace; Wm. H. Twiss, N. L. Fulkerson, John Doran 
and Wm. Hutchinson, Constables; N. L. Fulkerson and John Hil- 
ton, Commissioners of Highways; Silas Fulkerson and F. Cassidy, 
Overseers of the Poor. Whole number of votes polled, 30. 

Since which the following persons have served as Supervisors 
and Township Clerks. 

Supervisors— Eichard Hilton, 1854-58; Oliver Walkley, 1855; 
Joseph Minnich, 1856; LaFayette Skinner, 1857; Nathan Whitney,' 
for 18 years; E. G. Hutchins, 1875-76; Geo. Bolt, 1877-81. 

TowNsmp Clerks— E. S. Seaman, 1854-55; Wm. Bonner, 1856; 
M. J. EusseH, 1857; Nathan Whitney, 1858; Timothy Colby, 1859; 
E. Hilton, 1860-63; Joseph Arnold, 1861; Joseph Minnick, 1862; 
Wm. Bowen, 1864; Wm. AveriU, 1865; LaFayette Skinner, 1866- 
67; Herman Gilbert, 1868-69-70; L. M. Cox, 1871-2-3-4-5-6; John 
Herald, 1877-8-9-80; Hermas Gilbert, 1881. 

early schools. 
The settlers of this locality were wide awake in regard to secur- 
ing the means of education for the rising generation, and among 
the early school districts organized may be mentioned: District No. 



1, June 30, 1853; No. 2, Oct. 20, 1583; two others April 15, 1854; 
another May 29, 1854; and another May 23. 1857; so that ample 
provision was early made in this direction. 

At present there are in the township five hundred and six (506) 
children who receive pubhc money, of whom three hundred and 
eighty attended school in 1880. The whole number of school houses 
is nine, with a seating capacity of six htmdred. Aggregate number 
of days of school for 1880 was 1,298; number of male teachers five, 
of female teachers nine. Number of months taught by males, 
25, by females, 401 Total wages, males, $885.00; females |890.00. 

churches. 

The Casnovia Circuit was organized during the session of the 
annual conference held at Cold Water Aug. 31 to Sept. 7, 1870. 

Eev. L. W. Calkins was appointed to the charge. The several 
appointments on the charge were Cansovia, Canada Mills, Ashland 
school house, and the Seaman school house. At present there are 
only two appointments on the charge, Casnovia and Johnson's 
school house. Among the preachers who have officiated since are 
found Eev. Geo. Donaldson, J. F. Jenkins, Thomas W. Gleghorn, 
E. H. Brady, M. D. Terwilhger and A. Hunsberger. The present 
membership is 103, and 11 probationers. A new and commodious 
church was built in Casnovia in 1877, and a fine Sunday-school is in 
operation. Among the early preachers who held services in differ- 
ent places before this were L. Bennett, T. J. Congdon, G. Madison, 
M. I. Smith, H. H. Bement and others. There are some other 
church organizations within the township, viz.; The North Free 
Will Baptists, at the Seaman school house. Church of Christ and 
Church of United Brethren in Christ at Bailey, generally small 
membership and irregular meetings. 

benevolent orders. 
Casnovia Lodge, I. 0. of 0. F., No. 349, organized June 2, 
1881. Eighteen charter members. Edward Farnham, N. G.; 
Milan L. Squeir, V. G.; James H. Shaw, Warden; Martin Frank, 
Conductor; Albert Norris, E. S. N, G,; Adam Hizer, L. S. N. G.; 
Eobt. J. Side, E. S. V. G. ; Jacob Holben, L. S. V. G. ; Wm. W. 
Fenton, Corresponding Secretary; Hugh Kelly, Eecording Secreta- 
ry; Benj. Holben, Inside Guard; Nelson J. Crigger, Outside 
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Guard; E. Lynch, E. S. S.; H. J. Crosby, L. S. S. Membership 
Aug. 1, 1881, was 28. 

Trent Lodge, No. 302, L 0. 0. F., Sept. 6, 1877, with eight 
charter members. George Eupp, N. G. ; H. Avery, V. G. ; V. 
Sinz, Eecording Secretary; David Leichty, Permanent Secretary; 
Geo. Webb, Treasurer. The present membership is sixty-five, with 
Lucius Pickett, N. G. ; "Warren Carpenter, V. G. ; George Eupp, 
Treasurer; E. Conldin, Eecording Secretary; Noah F. Fales, Per- 
manent Secretary. 

Tyrone Grange, consisting of members partly from Kent and 
partly from Muskegon Counties, was organized March 6, 1874, 
with thirteen charter members present. Membership (1881) was 
thirty-one. The building is on Section 25, Casnovia. Original 
officers were E. E. Haywood, Master; F. A. Bails, Secretary; F. 
N. Westcott, Overseer; Wm. H. Twiss, Treasurer; Uriah Chubb, 
Lecturer; M. J. Bonner, Steward. 

Trent Grange, P. of H., No. 372, was organized April 3, 1874. 
The following named were elected its first officers : Nathan Whit- 
ney, Master; Thomas J. G. Bolt, Secretary. Since which time the 
following have acted as Masters and Secretaries: Masters — Gep. W. 
Bolt, 1875-6-7-8; Tracy Woodward, 1879; Joseph Minnick, 1880-1. 
Secretaries— Thos. J. G. Bolt, 1875; Oriin Whitney, 1876; Her- 
mas Gilbert, 1877-8-9-80-81. At the time of organization one hun- 
dred and seven (107) were elected to become members, most of 
whom were initiated. The present membership is eighty. In 1879 
a large hall was built, the dimensions of which are 60x30, and 22 
feet in height, which carries an insurance of f 1,700. 

Knights of Honor, No. 2,248, located at Bailey, was organized 
June 25, 1880, with nine charter members. John A. Spiing, Dic- 
tator; Daniel B. Galentine, Eeporter; John S. Ingram, V. Dicta- 
tor; Chas. W. I^Uen. Financial Eeporter; Orvin Headley, Treas- 
urer; Albert Morse, Guide; Jacob Probasco, Sentinel. Present 
membership twenty-four (24) and is in a prosperous condition. 
Meetings 1st and 3d Friday evening of each month. 

Good Templars Lodge, No. 809, is located at Bailey and or- 
ganized Aug. 13, 1874, with eighleen (18) charter members. The 
following were among the first officers: Miles Chubb, W. C; Mrs. 
Louisa Thurston, Secretary; Mrs. Mary L. YanDusen, W. V. ; J. 
S. Miller, Treasurer; Lewis Babcock, Marshal. Present member- 
ship, thirty-five (35) ; meetings each Saturday night. 



There are quite a number of saw mills in different parts of the 
township doing considerable business in a quiet way. E. P. Hanna 
built in Casnovia village a pump factory in 1873, added a cider mnll 
in 1875, and a heading mill in 1881. 

D. Bartram brought from Lambton Co., Ontario, in 1867, a 
saw and shingle mill, which was burned down March, 1880, rebuilt 
the same year and sawing about a half million feet of lumber and a 
million of shingles ; located at Canada Corners. 

There w^as a saw mill at Trent as early as 1852, built by C. C. 
Darling. In 1854 the Whitney Bros, purchased the mill and over 
seven hundred acres of land, and went immediately to making im- 
provements. In 1857 a grist mill was added. The mill is run by 
the waters of Crockery Creek. 

About a mile further up the creek Mr. W. H. Fulkerson built 
in 1861 a shingle mill. Jt is now owned by S. B. Olmstead, and 
made in 1880 about five million shingles. 

G. B. Slocum, who owns several sections of land in the south- 
west part of the town, built a saw and shingle mill at Slocum's 
Grove about 1865. It has a capacity of about 4,000 feet of lumber 
and 25,000 shingles daily. In 1873 L. B. Murray built a saw mill 
at Bailey, and in 1874 added a shingle mill. In 1876 the estab- 



lishment was changed to a stave factory and doing a good business, 
employing from six to twelve men. 

E. E. Haywood and brother are doing more in the lumber bus- 
iness than any other firm in this locahty. In this township they 
own and run a saw mill at Moon, which does a large business as 
well as mills in other localities. 

Casnovia village was organized by Act of Legislature during 
the session of 1875-6, being located partly in Kent and partly in 
Muskegon Counties. The following were its first officers: A. C. 
Ayer, President; E. H. Topping, M. L. Squeir, Wesley Hanna, 
Joseph Kies, H. A. Irish, B. Fulkerson, Trustees. 

Present Officers — M. L. Squeir, President; E. H. Topping, S. 
S. Haseltine, H. J. Kelley, Wesley Hanna, Alex. Hanna, Elias 
Kinsley, Trustees. The village contains a population of 300, a good 
church, new brick school house, two general dry goods stores, two 
grocery stores, two hardware stores, one drug store, three millinery 
stores, one furniture store, two blacksmith shops, grain elevator, 
livery stable, hotel. Lodge of I. 0. 0. F, M. L. Squeir post master. 

BAHiEY (unincorporated), ' 

contains about 300 inhabitants, and is doing nearly as much busi- 
ness as Casnovia. It has a stave and heading mill, two general 
stores, drug store, hardware store, grocery store, meat market, 
blacksmith shop, one Lodge of Good Templars ,and Knights of 
Honor, and two church organizations. 

The hamlet of Trent, located on sections 9 and 17, has a pop- 
ulation of about sixty, and contains a grist and saw miU, two stores, 
one drug store, Grange HaU and two blacksmith shops. 

Canada Corners and Moon are hamlets of about the same size 
as Trent, each containing a post office. 



BIOGEAPHICAL. 

George Bolt was born in Devonshire, Eng., March 10th, 1842. 
Settled in Ottawa County, Mich., in 1858, and in Casnovia in 1871. 
Has been Master of the Grange four years, and is serving his sec- 
ond term as Supervisor. He was married May 29th, 1864, to 
Acelia Bradbury, who was born in Lisbon, Ottawa Co., Feb. 28th, 
1849. 

Sylvester Moore was born in Medina Co., 0., Sept. 14th, 
1844. He settled, in connection with his father's family, in DeKalb 
Co., Ind., in 1846, and in Casnovia, Muskegon Co., Mich., in 1854. 
Enlisted in the 10th Mich. Cavalry in 1865. He married, Sept. 15th, 
1867, Ella Jackson, who was born in Medina Co., N. Y., May 12th, 
1852. They are the parents of five children. His father's name 
was Drayton H. Moore, who was born in Hamburg Co., Mass., 
May 6th, 1805, and died Dec. 23d, 1879. He was married Sept. 
22d, 1833, to Sophronia Loomis, who was bom in Onondaga Co., 
N. Y., March 4th, 1817. 

Ckauncey E. Koon, M. D., was born in Steuben Co., N. Y., 
Oct. 1, 1844. In connection with his father's family he settled in 
HiUsdale Co., Mich., at a very early age. He attended college at 
Hillsdale, studied medicine and graduated at the Chicago Medical 
College in 1872. He at once made his residence in Casnovia, Muske- 
gon Co., Mich., and commenced the practice of his profession, which 
he still continues. Mr. Koon enjoys the esteem of the public in a 
large degree, and especially in surgery, in which he is called in all 
difficult cases, for many miles around. He enhsted in the 11th 
Mich. Inf., in 1861. In 1862 he was commissioned Second Lieu- 
tenant; afterwards First Lieutenant and Captain. Served three 
years. He was married Sept. 2d, 1866, to Eebecca S. Clarke, who 
was born in Monroe Co., Ind., May 22d, 1848. 
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Austin C. Wright, M. D., was born in Onondaga Co., N. Y., 
Sept. 22d, 1859, and graduated at the Monroe Collegiate Institute 
at Elbridge, Onondaga Co., N. Y., in 1878, when he settled in 
Michigan. He there studied medicine and graduated at Ann Arbor 
State Medical University in 1881, being among the highest of his 
class, which numbered one hundred members. While a student at 
Ann Arbor Mr. Wright occupied the position of city editor of 77te 
Daily JVeim. At present he is engaged in his profession at Kent 
City. 

M. J. Bonner was bom in Branch Co., Mich., April 4th, 1841, 
and settled in Casnovia, Muskegon Co., in 1851. He enlisted May 
20th, 1861, in Company F. of the 3d Mich. Inf., and served in the 
department of the Potomac three years ; was wounded in front of 
Petersburg, and also May 12th, 1864, in the charge at Spottsyl- 
vania. His brother, L. J. Bonner, enlisted the same time and was 
killed May 6th, 1864, in the Wilderness. Mr. Bonner was married 
Sept. 3d, 1865, to Josephine A. Eussel. His father, Ira Bonner, 
was born in New York in 1812, and died at Casnovia August 26th, 
1875. 

J. A. Sherwood was born in Onondaga Co., N. Y., May 25th, 
1820. He moved in early childhood to Herkimer Co., N. Y., and in 
1836 to Buffalo, N. Y., where he practiced law. He settled in Cas- 
novia in 1872, and at present is the lumber inspector for E. E. 
Haywood & Bro., at Moon. 

Samuel M. Moore was born in Otsego Co., N. Y., .May 9th, 
1836, and settled on section 23, Casnovia, in June, 1872. He was 
married June 30th, 1861, to Mary Loomis, who was born Dec. 25th, 
1840. They have two children. 

C. Porter, lumber grader at Haywood's mill, Moon, was born 
in Madison Co., N. Y., Dec. 14th, 1843, and settled in Casnovia in 
1872. He was married July 3d, 1868, to Mary J. Stevens, who was 
born in New York State Feb. 20th, 1847. 

G. W. LooMis was born in Oswego Co., N. Y., Nov. 28th, 1842. 
He enhsted in Battery G-., 1st N. Y. Light Artillery, Oct. 4th, 1861. 
He served in the Army of the Potomac, and was in nineteen heavy 
engagements. He settled on section 23, Casnovia, in 1866, and 
was married June 16th, 1868, to Marmda Loomis, who was bom in 
Otsego Co., N. Y., in 1850. 

Edwin E. Haywood was born in Ontario Co., N. Y., June 3d, 
1^26. He settled in Eaton Eapids, Mich., in the Fall of 1841, and 
in Muskegon City in 1846, and located land in Casnovia, in section 
25,* where he still resides. Mr. Haywood has large holdings of land 
in other localities, and is extensively engaged in the lumber interest. 
Wm. H. Twiss was born in Brutus Township, Cayuga Co., N. 
Y., Aug. 3d, 1825, and settled on section 25, Casnovia, in 1851. 
He was married in Seneca Co., 0., Aug. 17th, 1847, to Electa Ben- 
nett, who was born in Ohio June 13th, 1829. 

M. HoLDEN was born in Somerset Mass., March 30th, 
1831, and settled in Missouri in 1859, remaining till 1864, when he 
located in Casnovia, in section 25. He has been twice married — 
first on Jan. 6th, 1855, to Elizabeth Kealiher, who died Dec. 20th, 
1873. His second marriage was celebrated Oct. 21, 1879, with 
Mary A. Frink, who was born in Yates Co., N. Y., Jan. 9th, 1840. 
Nathaniel F. Westcott was born in Niagara Co., N. Y., July 
13th, 1826. He was married Nov. 5th, 1848, to Phoebe J. Fulker- 
son, who'was born in Tompkins Co., N. Y., July 28th, 1827. He 
settled on section 26, Casnovia, in 1850. Mr. Westcott was Eoad 
Commissioner for fifteen years; also Township Treasurer. He died 
July 18th, 1879. 

AzARiAH Lynch was born in Seneca Co., N. Y., Sept. 11th, 1832. 
He settled in Ohio in 1841, and in Casnovia in 1860. He was 
married Nov. 15th, 1857, to Abigail J. Green. 

Jacob Probasco was born in Casnovia Sept. 6th, 1853. He was 



married Dec. 8th, 1876, to Polly Miller, who was born in Chester, 
Feb. 20th, 1858. His father, George Probasco, was born in Penn- 
sylvania in 1827, and married Sarah Surrarrer in 1850. He settled 
in Casnovia in 1848, being one of the very first settlers. 

A. J. Simmons was born in Carthage, N. Y., Sept. 10, 1834, and 
settled in Casnovia in 1857. He is a farmer and lives in section 
26. He was married Nov. 11th, 1855, to Josephine E. Eeed, who 
was born March 16th, 1833, at Sackett's Harbor, N. Y. They are 
the parents of thirteen children, only four of whom are living. 
The record of the deaths is: Everett, March 22, 1862; John, 
March 5, 1865; diphtheria, the terrible scourge, took the next &Ye, 
Julia Ann, June 1, 1870; Edwin, June 3, 1870; Asa, June 4, 1870; 
Evaline, June 9, 1870, and Eebecca, June 19, 1870. Byron died 
March 8, 1873, and Eclna Aug. 23. 1875. 

E. P. Hanna was born in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., Aug. 23, 

1840. He followed lumbering till 1865, when he settled in Cas- 
novia and was known as a builder and contractor. In 1873 he 
built a pump factory, added a cider mill in 1875, and a heading 
mill in 1881, all of which he still owns and operates. He was mar- 
ried Jan. 13, 1870, to Amelia Stevens, by whom he has two chil- 
dren. 

Henry M. Nichols was born in Livingston Co., N. Y., May 23, 

1841. He moved to Hillsdale Co., Mich., and remained there until 
1862, when he enhsted in Battery F., 1st Mich. Light Artillery, and 
served nearly four years. He was in forty-seven battles — from 
Somerset, Ky., to the battle of British Cross Eoads, N. C. He 
was married June 17th, 1866, to Ellen L. Barber, when he settled 
in Casnovia, and now resides on section 22, and is engaged m farm- 
ing and brick and tile making. 

D. Bartram was born in Ontario, Can., Dec. 17, 1827. He 
moved to LambtonCo., Ont., in 1847, and remained till 1867, when 
he located at Canada Corners, Casnovia, and is engaged in the man- 
ufacture of sawed lumber and shingles. 

P. A. Thompson was born in Luzerne Co., Penn., June 6, 1829; 
settled on Section 35, Casnovia in 1853; enlisted Jan. 20, 1862, in 
the 16th U. S. Eegulars; wounded at Stone Eiver in the right arm 
and side; served fifteen months. Married April 7, 1850, to Each- 
el Pruden, who was born in Seneca Co., N. Y., April 15, 1829. 

E. G. Hutchins was born in Clinton Co., N. Y., Oct. 4, 1840; 
enhsted August, 1862, in the 153d N. Y. Volunteers; served over 
three years in the department of the Southwest, and in seven regu- 
lar engagements; settled in Casnovia in 1866 on Section 35. Has 
been supervisor two terms. Married Jan. 1, 1866, to Maria H. 
Phelps, born in Clinton Co., N. Y., Sept. 27, 1844. 

Solomon Dravenstratt was born in Crawford Co., Ohio, JuJy 
22, 1829; settled in Eaton Co., Mich., in 1853, and in Casnovia 
Section 14, in 1858. Has been twice married, first Sept. 25 1854, 
to Elizabeth Paine; second marriage March 10, 1881, to Mrs. A. 
McManus, who was born in Branch Co., Mich., Jan. 15 1842, and 
settled, in connection with his father's family (Timothy Colby) in 
Casnovia in 1848, being one of the very first settlers. 

Orrin Whitney was born in Seneca Co., Ohio, August 15, 1825; 
settled in Casnovia in 1854. Has been school inspector, and is serv- 
ing his second term as treasurer. Married Nov. 25, 1852, to Mary 
E. Cook, who was born in Seneca Co., Ohio, Oct. 20, 1831. Three 
children. 

Joseph Minnich was born in Stark Co., Ohio, Oct. 4, 1823; set- 
tled in Casno\'ia in 1855, on Section 3, where he still resides, own- 
ing four hundred acres of land, and is a very successful farmer. Has 
held the several township offices of supervisor, treasurer, clerk, jus- 
tice of the peace, etc., and is the present Master of Trent Grange 
No. 372. Married May 21, 1846, to Harriet S. Wyllys, who was 
born in Portage Co., Ohio, Dec. 12, 1828. 







Oliver "Walkley was born in Middlesex Co., Conn., April 30, 
1809; settled in Lenawee Co., Mich., in 1837, and in Casnovia in 
1853, on Section 3, where he still lives. Has been supervisor and 
justice of the peace. Married Nov. 15, 1830, Parthena Smith, who 
was born in Conn., April 20, 1812. Mr. Walkley had two sons in 
the w^ar of the Eebelhon. 

LaFayette Seaman was bom in Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., Dec. 
30, 1831; moved to Hillsdale Co., Mich., in 1842, and settled in 
Casnovia, Muskegon Co., in 1853, on Section 4, where he now lives. 
Married Sept., 1861, to Eoxana Moore; has seven children. His 
father, John Seaman, was among the very first in his section of the 
town to make a settlement. He was. born in Ulster Co., N. Y., July 
14, 1804. Married AprH 29, 1827, to Lucretia Wyllys, who was 
born April 19, 1803, both of whom are still living, (1881). 

De. Victor Sinz was born in Switzerland, Dec. 30, 1838, and 
was educated in Classics at Stuttgart, Wurtemberg, and received his 
medical education at Naples, Italy. Settled at Frelandsville, Indi 
ana, 1859. Served in the U. S. army of the Eebellion for three 
years and five months as assistant surgeon ; was twice wounded. 
Married March 4, 1866, to Mary Cleland, who was bom at Liberty, 
Steuben Co., N. Y., Dec, 24, 1848. Settled at Trent, Casnovia Tp., 
Muskegon Co., in April, 1872, as a practicing physician, which oc- 
cupation, in connection with a drug store, he still continues. 

Nathan WmTNEY. If we look among our pioneers for men who 
have been closely identified with the progress and interests of a lo- 
cahty, we shall find no one more so than Nathan "Whitney. He 
has been closely identified in the government of his locahty, having 
been township clerk, school inspector and supervisor for eighteen 
years, representative to the State legislature, etc. He was born in 
Huron Co., Ohio, Nov., 11, 1821; settled in DuPage Co., Illinois, 
in 1844, and in Casnovia, Muskegon Co., Mich., in 1854, and en- 
gaged in farming, and at present is the owner of 240 acres of land 
in that township. Mr. Whitney has been twice married, first Sept. 
12, 1844, to Matilda Chambers, who was born in Tompkins Co., N. 
Y., February, 1824, and died March 26, 1858; second March 4, 
1860, to Lovicy Henry, born in Monroe Co., N. Y., Sep. 23, 1829. 

George Carrington was born in Leicester, England, April 6, 
1831; settled in Monroe Co., N. Y., in 1840. When he arrived at 
his majority he traveled in Cahfornia and other places till 1858, 
when he settled in Ashland and engaged in farming on Section 33 > 
where he still owns a farm of 186 acres. In 1869 he also engaged 
in the mercantile business at the village of Trent, Casnovia Town- 
ship, which he still continues. He was married Dec. 16, 1857, to 
Sarah Mitchell, who was born in England, Jan. 12, 1837. 

Benjamin WmTNEY was bom in Seneca Co., Ohio, Dec. 22, 
1823; settled in Kent Co. ,^ Mich., 1849, and in Casnovia Tp,, Mus- 
kegon Co., in 1854, and engaged in farming and miUing, which he 
still continues, being the owner of the gristmill at Trent. Has been 
treasurer and collector two terms. Married June 26, 1851, Eachel 
Blauvelt, who was bom August, 1832, and died October 22, 1877. 

George A. Miles, born in Onondaga Co., N. Y., Nov. 21, 1817; 
settled at Grand Eiver, Mich., in 1856, engaged in the lumbering 
business, and moved to Casnovia Tp., Muskegon Co., in 1869, and is 
engaged in the mercantile business. Has been justice of the peace 
twenty-four years, and is the present postmaster of Trent. Married 
Nov. 21, 1843, to Elizabeth H. Marshall, who was born in Seneca 
Co., N. Y., and died Dec. 25, 1850; second marriage Jan. 17, 1852, 
to Catherine M. Tooker; five children. 

Alex. MgInnis, born in Argyleshire, Scotland, November, 
1822; settled in Elgin Co., Ontario, in 1832; moved to Lambton 
Co., Ont., in 1846; remained till 1866, when he settled in Casnovia 
Tp., Canada Comers, where he still resides. Married Feb. 1, 1854, 
Nancy McClellen ; six children. 



Herman Gilbert, born in Seneca Co., Ohio, April 19, 1842, 
moved to Kent Co., Mich., in 1849, and to Casnovia, Muskegon Co.; 
in 1854, settling on Section 8. Married July 3, 1862, to Josephine 
E. Eowland; second maniage April 2, 1877, to Kate M. HuU, who 
was bom in Ashland Tp., Mich., June 5, 1856. 

Hermas Gilbert, born in Seneca Co., Ohio, Nov. 3, 1839; 
moved to DuPage Co., Illinois, 1844, and in Kent Co.. Mich., in 
1849, and in Casnovia, Muskegon County, in 1854. Has been con- 
stable, township clerk, and secretary of Trent Grange. Married 
Sept. 18, 1864, Minerva A. Hart, who was born in Onondaga Co., 
N. Y., April 24, 1839. 

Eugene W. Cranmer, born in Hillsdale Co., Mich., Nov. 19, 
1849; moved to Alpine, Kent County, in 1851, and to Casnovia in 
1876, settling on Section 9, where he still resides. His occupation, 
a farmer, or more parfcicularly a nurseryman, furnishing fruit trees 
and ornamental stock. He also has a peach orchard of 1,700 trees. 
Married Feb. 17, 1875, to Ida M. Chatterdon, who was born in 
Alpine, Kent Co., March 3, 1855. 

S. B. Olmstead, born in Northumberland county, Ontario, June 
23, 1843; moved to Kent county, Mich., in 1855, and to Casnovia 
in 1857 and engaged in the lumber and shingle manufactory at 
Trent, owning a saw and shingle mill. Married Jan. 1, 1868, Agnes 
A. Minnich, who was born in Portage county, Ohio, Dec. 17, 1851. 

George Brown, born in Wayne county, Mich., Aug. 4, 1831; 
settled in Casnovia Township, on section 16, in 1860. EnHsted in 
the 1st Mich. Light Artillery, January, 1864; served under Sher- 
man till the close of the war. He married Lydia Norton, in 1855. 

John Spring, born in Kent county, Mich., Aug. 17, 1847. Early 
in life engaged as a clerk in a dry goods store at Grand Eapids. In 

1870 he commenced the dry goods business on his own account at 
Grenville, Montcalm county, Mich., remaining tiU 1875, when he 
transferred his business to Bailey, Casnovia Township, and is a 
member of the firm of Spjing & Lindley. He married Sept. 2, 
1872, Frances M. Love, of Grand Eapids. 

EuFus B. Lindley, bom in Ontario county, N. Y,, Jan. 5, 1830. 
Early learned the joiners trade which he worked at till 1875 when 
he engaged in the mercantile business with J. Spring at Bailey. 
He married. May 11, 1854, Louisa Love, of Grand Eapids. 

Chas. Fraligh, born in London, Ontario, June 22, 1823. 
Settled in Casnovia in 1868, and died Feb. 16, 1881. He married 
Dec. 8, 1842, Hannah Zavitz, who was born Feb. 4, 1822. 

James I. Walker, born in Onondaga county, N. Y., Feb. 2, 
1825. Learned the trade of blacksmith and wagon maker and 
carried on that business tiU 1865, then coupled farming with it tiU 

1871 when he started a hardware store at Bailey, and in 1879 
changed to the grocery business, which he still continues. Has 
been Highway Commissioner and Justice of the Peace. Mr. Walk- 
er has been twice married, first Oct. 8, 1846, to Fannie Gaines, who 
died in 1854; second marriage Jan. 23, 1859, to Mary C. Berry, 
who was bom at Little Falls, N. Y., March 22, 1830. Four chil- 
dren. 

A. W. Fenton, bom in Cattaraugus county, N. Y., May 8, 1837. 
Settled with his father in Kent county, Mich, in 1846. Engaged in 
farming till 1876 when he settled at Casnovia and commenced the 
drug business which he still foUows at Bailey. He married May 23, 
1861 Sarah S. Porter, who was born in Monroe county, N. Y., 
Nov. 1841. His father Com well Fenton, was born inEutland, Vt., 
July 24, 1796. Settled in Cattaraugus county, N. Y., about 1836, 
and died in Kent county, Mich., July 14, 1865. 

Chas. F. Eussell, born in Monroe county, N. Y., Sept. 7, 1839 
Settled in Casnovia in 1856, on section 15, now Hves on section 24. 
Enlisted in the 12th 111. Cav. in 1863; served three years under 
Geu. Banks. He married May, 1859 Silence M. Seaman, who 
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was born in Cattaraugus county, N. Y., April, 1839. Father's 
name Wm. H. Eussell, torn in Vermont, Oct. 6, 1804, died April 
23, 1871. 

John Hekald, born in Wyoming county, N. Y., Sept. 11, 1835; 
moved to Steuben county, N. Y., in 1856, thence to Missouri in 

1867, remained a year and settled in Saginaw county, Mich., in 

1868, and in Qasnovia, Muskegon county, in 1871, and resides on 
section 21. He married Feb. 15, 1862 Sarah Young, who was born 
Dec. 25, 1838 and died Feb. 18, 1875. Mr. Herald has been Town- 
ship Clerk four years and elected Supervisor for 1881, but resigned 
oh account of ill health. 

John A. Mills, born in Chittenden county, Vt., Feb. 23, 1826. 
Settled in Stark county, Ohio, in 1837 and in Muskegon county, 
Mich., in 1854, and soon after engaged in making sawed shingles, 
being the pioneer shingle maker in this locality. Now is engaged 
in farming on section 16, Casnovia Township. Has been Town- 
ship Treasurer two terms and Director of the Poor. Married Dec. 
11, 1847, Emeline Harlow from New Hampshire, who died May 23, 
1850. Second marriage Dec. 12, 1850, to Carohne Dingman, who 
was bom in Oswego county, N. Y., Sept. 7, 133. 

Levi B. Seaman, born in Cattaraugus county, N. Y., May 8, 
1836. Settled in Hillsdale county, Mich., in 1842, and in Casnovia 
in 1 53. Has been Township Treasurer three terms, and School In- 
spector. Married January 1861, Hattie Mitchell, who was born in 
England, 1838. 

L. B. MuKEAY, born in PoUet Township, Vt., Sept. 9, 1820. 
Settled in Washington county, N. Y., in 1828, remaining till 1837, 
when he moved to Erie county, N. Y. ; there remained till 1842, 
when he settled in Calhoun county, Mich. In 1857 he moved to 
Tyrone, Kent county, two miles east of Bailey. He has generally 
been engaged in farming and now has a 240 acre farm in Tyrone, 
but resides at Bailey. He married Dec. 9, 1846, Emily E. Arnold, 
who died March 3, 1864, Second marriage Jan. 15, 1866 to Mrs. 
Sarah E. Probasco, maiden name Surrarrer. 

Wm. Averill, born in Syracuse, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1828. Settled 
in Ottawa county, Mich., in 1848, and very soon after moved to 
Muskegon county, and in 1850 purchased his present farm on sec- 



tion 32, Casnovia Township. Has held the offices of Commissioner 
of Highways, Township Clerk, School Inspector and Justice of the 
Peace. Married Jan. 1, 1855, Adeline Ferguson, who was born in 
Oswego county, N. Y., July 2, 1835. 

Myron Abbott, born in Wayne county, Mich., Sept. 2, -1851. 
Settled in Casnovia in 1859. Has always followed milling which 
he stiU continues in connection with owning and running a steam 
thresher. Is acting Postmaster at Slocum's Grove and Notary 
Pubhc. 

HiNsoN Cole, born in Seneca county, N. Y., Sept. 28, 1821. 
Settled in Oakland county, Mich., in 1831, and in Muskegon coun- 
ty in 1857, on section 7, Casnovia, where he still lives. Married 
1850 to Betsy Young who died in 1859. Second marriage 1860 to 
Martha Lambeck. 

Smith K. Lewis, born in Chemung county, N. Y., Aug. 10, 
1832. Settled in Casnovia on section j7, in 1861. The same year 
enlisted in the 3d Mich. Inf. Served three years in the Department 
of the Potomac; wounded at the second battle of BuU's Eun, also 
in front of Gettysburg. He married Sept. 2, 1879, Shelda M. 
Young. 

James H. Lobdell, born in Fairfield, Vt., Sept. 6, 1818. Set- 
tled in Chemung county, N. Y., in 1835 engaged in freighting on 
the canal, being the owner ol a boat. In 1842 he settled at Eaton 
Eapids, Mich., moving to Lansing in 1849 and to Muskegon county 
in 1857; was the first Sheriff of the county, also brought the first 
stock of goods to Casnovia. He married, July 1838 Kuby Ann 
Lewis, from Chemung county, N. Y. Mr. Lobdell at present is en- 
gaged in farming on section 18, 240 acres. 

Amos Slater, born in Washington county, N. Y.. March 30, 
1821. Settled in Newago county, Mich., in 1854, and in Casnovia, 
Muskegon county, in 1857, on section 7, where he stiU lives. Be- 
sides being a farmer he owns a saw mill on section 11, Moorland. 
Was Supervisor of Bridgeton Township, Newaygo county, and has 
been Treasurer of Casnovia. He was married Dec. 10, 1846 to 
Lydia A. Wallace, who was born in Washington county, N. Y., 
Nov. 3, 1823. 
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EGELSTON TOWNSHIP. 



The town is bounded on the north by Cedar Creek, on the east 
by Moorland, on the south by Fruitport, on the west by Muskegon, 
from which it was set apart at the first meeting of the County 
Board of Supervisors, after separation from Ottawa on July 18, 1859. 
The first meeting was held at the house of William Sturdefant, who 
was one of the petitioners. Adna Egelston, an early surveyor, in 
honor of whom the town was named, was the first Supervisor and 
was elected continuously every year until 1873, a period of over 
thirteen years, when David E. Jones took his place. In 1874 E. 
R. Porter was elected; in 1875, W. Carr; in 1876, A. Durdy; in 
1878, W. Carr, who has been reelected annually until the present 
time. 

In 1881 the officials were: W. Carr, Supervisor; Alanson 
Rice, Clerk; John Littell, Treasurer; John Parkhurst, School In- 
spector; Aaron Eakright, School Superintendent; and W. Carr and 
Frederick Delano, Justices of the Peace. 

The population in 1860 was but 29; in 1864, 153; in 1870, 
233; in 1874; 317; in 1880 it had faUen to 218. It wHl be seen 
from this that a year after it was set apart in aU its territory of 
thirty-six square miles, but twenty-nine persons were found in its 
limits, and which has risen in fourteen years to 317. During the last 
six years it has fallen back to 218. This is accounted for by the fact 
that Egelston was at that time a great lumbering region and that it 
has now been largely denuded of its timber and has to depend upon 
agriculture. One circumstance which has retarded' the develop- 
ment of Egelston has been the large blocks of land held by non res- 
ident owners, who valued it chiefly for its timber. The Booming 
Company, Ferry & Bro., and others own considerable land, and 



other sections are government and railway lands. There are but 
few schools and these in the eastern side, one on Section 11, another 
on Section 22, and a third on Section 36, where E. R. Jones, one of 
the oldest, if not the oldest settler, came in 1853. 

There is no post office in the town. A village lot was laid out 
and named Aimer, on Section 33, on land belonging to J. Scott and 
A. Cummings. It is near the head of Black Creek, whose branches, 
the Little Black and the Cranberry, water the southwest of the 
town. 

Carr Lake, chiefly on Section 32, is about half a mile each way, 
and has four smaller lakes to the west. 

The soil is chiefly sandy and covered with oak and pine, the 
latter being nearly cut off. The southeastern portion is best settled 
and the soil there is clayey and gravelly. There is considerable wet 
or marsh land, which wiU doubtless ultimately prove the best land 
in the town. S. C. Hall, on Sections 13 and 24, and part of the ad- 
joining section of Moorland, has a noble farm of nearly 2,000 acres, 
called Deer Park farm, which had been set down by the surveyors 
as impassible marsh. The farm is managed by John Littell & son. 
It is thoroughly ditched and raises great crops of hay, which finds 
a ready market in Muskegon city. 

Settlers are beginning to come in and settle on the sandy soil, 
and if it is worked right they will do well. WoK Lake is a beautiful 
lake, the water being clear and cool. There is neither an outlet nor 
inlet to the lake, some parts of the shore of which are springy. 
The size of the lake is about one mile long by one-quarter mile 
wide. It covers most of Section 16. 



CEDAR CREEK TOWNSHIP. 
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This town contains thirty-six square miles, and hes between 
Holton, Dalton and Egelston, with Newaygo County on the eastern 
boundary. It contains a number of lakes, of which the largest is 
Duck Lake, on Section 11, which is three-fourths of a mile long and 
half a mile wide. Mud Lake and Clear Lake he to the west of 
Duck Lake. The Muskegon River crosses the southeast, and Cedar 
Creek drains the whole town. 



MUNICIPAL. 

This town was originally a part of White River, and then of 
Dalton, and was set apart with Holton attached in 1861, which 
union lasted for ten years, Holton going by itseK in 1871. The Su- 
pervisors of Cedar Creek have been Norman Cunningham, in 1861- 
2-3-4-5-6; Paul G. Shippey, in 1867-8-9; E. Dalton, in 1870. In 
1871 Paul G. Shippey appears again on the board of Supervisors, 
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and is reelected in 1872-3, then Seth Evans comes in 1874-5-6-7- 
8; M. Thompson, in 1879-80; and Seth P>ans has been Supervisor 
ever since, having just been elected for the fourth time. The Jus- 
tices of the Peace are Seth Evans, Kice Jones and Aaron E. Sevrey. 
The present Supervisor is Seth Evans, Treasurer, Anton Schmidt; 
Clerk, Warren F. Odion, who is serving his third term, and came to 
the town in 1866. 

The population of Cedar Creek was 166 in 1864, 660 in 1870, 
291 in 1874, and 432 in 1880. The fall in population in 1874 may 
be accounted for in that Holton was not included. The town of 
late years is improving agiiculfcurally. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

Joseph Martin claims to have been the first settler in Cedar 
Creek on Section 1, in 1856, at which time there was but one man 
named Sheppard near, who was logging but not a permanent set- 
tler. A lumberman, J. Thompson, now deceased, was up the river, 
and was on the river two or three years before Martin. Charles 
Odell, now of Holland, came in about 1856 and lived next to Mar- 
tin. Then came Hendrickson, Richard Ryerson (brother of Martin,) 
John Schmidt and Anton Schmidt. 

Almira, daughter of Jos. Martin, born in 1857, was the first 
white child bom in the town. 

The first teacher was Ehzabeth, daughter of Richard Ryerson, 
who taught in her own house before a school house was built. 

The first school house was on Section 12, on Hendrickson's 
land. Miss Adeha Wilson (now Mrs. Martin Ryerson, her husband 
being the son of Richard) was the first teacher there. 

The first missionary to preach was the Rev. Mr, Irvine, a Bap- 
tist from Twin Lake. 

Tho Norwegian Lutherans have a church edifice on Section 25, 
where there is quite a large settlement. 

The first saw mill was that of Mr. Jones, on Section 35, now 
gone to decay. 

The Shippey mill in 1867 was the next, and A. T. Linder- 
man's in the northeast corner of the town was the last. 

Li 1869 Mr. Ruprecht built a small mill at Duck Lake, and sold 
it to Blodgett & Byrne, who moved it to Holton in 1871, and after 
one year built larger. There are no other saw mills except S. P. 
Hartshorn's small mill on the Little Cedar. 

The soil of the town is not very inviting, being chiefly clay and 
sand, Sections 1, 12 and 36 being among the best. There is not 
much pine left, much of it being taken off by Otto Ryerson and 
Peter Johnson, both now deceased. 

The first marriage was by John Hendrickson to a Miss Syphers ; 
that of Martin Ryerson and Adeha Wilson, being also among the 
earliest. 

Taxes are hght, and the town is in no debt. Fires have done 
but httle damage. The crops have generally been fair, except in 
1881, but there are but few farmers as yet in the township. 

The Muskegon road is the chief route of travel, it being less 
than fourteen miles from the center of the town to Muskegon ; but 
since 1872, when the railroad came in, Holton has had considerable 
of the farmers' trading. 

Li Cedar Creek, about two miles from Twin Lake, is 

lindeeman's siding, 

where is A. T. Linderman's shingle mill, built in 1879 by C. W. 
Dunning & Co., and purchased by Linderman in 1880, capacity 
50,000 per day. Mr. Linderman, who is a prominent merchant of 
Whitehall, has also a model farm where he raises on sand, clover 
knee deep. This farm is 640 acres on sections 4, 5 and 6 ; his mill 
is on section 5. 



Joseph Maktin, farmer on sections 1 and 12, on 200 acres, 
came among the very first settlers in 1856, was born m Lower Can- 
ada in 1825, and brought up in his native place. At 24 years of 
age he went west, and after various wanderings he settled in Cedar 
Creek. He married Almira Piche, in 1855, and has had eight chil- 
dren, of whom six survive. 

John Schmitt was born in Germany in 1823, and emigrated to 
America in 1852. After working in Muskegon County and Illinois, 
in 1863, the land in Cedar Creek Township was opened for settle- 
ment, when he took up a homestead in -section 24. There were no 
roads and but few neighbors, but he worked bravely on until now 
he owns a fine farm of 240 acres. In 1868 he married Miss Anna 
Mary Glessner, of Prussia, by whom he has six children. 

Tallipf Hendrickson was born in Norway in 1811, and emigra- 
ted to Washington Co., Wis., in 1849. After working a rented farm 
three years, he went on the old vessel Ilenrij Clay to Muskegon 
Lake, setthng in Fruitland, where for eight years he was engaged in 
lumbering. He lext moved to Cedar Creek Township, setthng on 
sections 1 and 12, where he made for himself a comfortable home. 
His son, John P. Hendeickson, was born in Norway in 1842, and 
Henry Hendrickson in 1844. They came with their father to Mich- 
igan, and on his death John got the part of the farm in section 1, 
and Henry that in section 12. John married Miss Millie Ann Sy- 
phers, of Ohio, in 1863, by whom he has five children. Henry mar- 
ried Miss Augusta M. Hynald, of Rochester, N. Y. The family 
suffered many privations after settling in Michigan, but they perse- 
vered and finally overcame aU difiiculties. Mr. TaUiif Hendrickson 
was one of the first to assist in organizing a Lutheran Church, 
and the place of worship is now centrally located in Holton. There 
is also a fine cemetery in which the Hendrickson family purpose 
erecting a fine family monument. 

John Johnson was born in Sweden in 1831, and emigrated 
to America in 1863. After living in Chicago and Muskegon, he 
bought a farm in section 13 of Cedar Creek, which he still owns. In 
1873 he married Miss Augusta Louisa Swansen, of Sweden, by 
whom he has had six children, one of whom died in 1877. 

Chauncey Hovey, farmer, was born in Macomb Co., Mich., Nov. 
4, 1827, where he resided until 1867, when he moved to Cedar Creek, 
and has been honored with a town office ever since its organization. 
He was married in 1858, to Jane DeWitt, and has had eight chil- 
dren, four still surviving. 

John Jacobson, farmer, was born in Sweden in 1836, and came 
I to Muskegon in 1865, Whitehall in 1871, working in the saw miUs. 
I In 1873 he moved on his present farm in Cedar Creek. 

S. P. Haetshorn, saw miUer, was born in New Hampshire in 
1845, enhsted as musician in Co. E, 6th N. H. Vol., in 1863, serv- 
ing tiU close of war. In 1866 came to Whitehall, where he was in 
business six years. In 1872 he built and still runs a saw mill 
on section 14, on the head waters of i\\Q Little Cedar, called Duck 
Lake mills. He was married Aug. 19, 1867 to Z. D. Hendrickson, 
of Wisconsin, and has four sons and two daughters. 

Anton Sweeter, farmer in section 27, Prussian, born in 1834, 
came to Racine, Wis., in 1854, and next year came to Muskegon, 
working on the river seven years and then came to Cedar Creek. 

Seth Evans, of section 23, born in Tiverton, R. I., in 1824, 
next year went to Massachusetts, and followed the sea until he came 
to Cedar Creek in 1866., He is the present Supervisor. 

Rice Jones, section 24, was born in Monmouthshire, England, 
in 1829, came to Utica, N. Y., in 1833, next year moved to Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., and two years after to Wisconsin, thence to Muskegon 
in 1851. He was married m March, 1854, to MaryE. Evans, and 
moved to La Crosse, Wis., in 1857, back to Muskegon in 1860, to 
Cedar Creek in 1874. 
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This township, which is reckoned as agriculturally one of the 
good townships of the county, was organized in 1871, and is Town- 
ship 12, north, Eange 15, west, heing a complete six mile township. 
It is traversed hy the Muskegon & Big Eapids E. E. from its south- 
west to near its northeast corner, passing through Holton village, 
which has one newspaper printed at the I^orum office, "Whitehall, 
and known as the Holton Banner. There are a few lakes in the 
southeastern portion, of which Deer Lake is the largest. The south- 
em part drains into the Muskegon Lake, the north in the White 
Eiver. Cedar Creek passes through Holton Village and thence 
through the east of Cedar Creek Township, and thence into Muske- 
gon Lake. It is the most northeasterly township of the county, and 
is bounded on the north by Oceana County, on the east by Newaygo, 
south by Cedar Creek, and west by Blue Lake. Two thirds of the 
township is of a sandy loam. The northeastern part was first set- 
tled. From Holton Village to Muskegon City is nearly 15 miles, 
from Whitehall, about 13 miles. The population in 1870 was 620, 
339 males. . 

The village of Holton owes its start to the firm of Blodgett & 
Byrne, and was so named in compliment to Ex- Gov. Holt. It was 
not called Holt because of another postoffice of that name in Ing- 
ham County. 

The east and northeast portion of the township is very good 
soil and heavily timbered. 

SETTLEMENT OF HOLTON. 

The settlement of Holton presents some features different from 
those of the other townships of this county. It was originally an 
Indian reservation for the Ottawas, Avho were settled in this vicinity, 
and was popularly knowai as " Indian town." The aborigines made 
very little attempt to take possession, and the great mass of them 
moved away to the north, where they still reside, abandoning the 
gift of Uncle Sam. Gradually white men selected the best sites, 
and settled down to the number of a dozen or two, improving their 
places, and, in some cases, planting orchards. The land being in 
most cases good for agriculture, they had no desire to abandon their 
claims, as had been done in the sandy soils of some towns in the 
county. Some were squatters, but the most of them had gone to 
the land office in Ionia, and, through some misapprehension on the 
part of the officials, had secured pre -emption rights or had bought 
outright. These proceedings, when reported at W^ashington, were, 
of course, cancelled as null and void. In the meantime a man 
named John E. Eobinson, of Ada Township, a son of the noted 
early Indian trader, Eix Eobinson, by a lady of half French and 
half Indian blood, spied out the Jand, went to Washington, and by 
setting up his claim as an Indian, secured a United States patent 
for 4,500 acres of splendid timbered land on good soil. This he 
disposed of for several thousand dollars to the late Eansom E. 
"Wood, of Grand Eapids, but as soon as the latter became aware of 
the lively opposition on the part of the settlers, he re-conveyed the 
property to Eobinson, who afterw^ards sold it about twelve years ago 



to Messrs. Blodgett & Byrne for $15,500. Of course the settlers 
murmured, but the just, liberal, and honorable course of this enter- 
prising firm gradually disarmed opposition, by paying for improve- 
ments, and, where desired, by selling the land at wild land prices, 
and by their enterprise in developing the resources of the town, 
and giving remunerative employment to the settlers, and affording a 
home market for their products. They erected a fine saw mill, 
which ran until the close of the season in 1881, and is now being 
removed, and also a large mercantile establishment. 

Joseph Troutier, Indian store keeper on Sand Creek, was the 
first man having any white blood in his veins, that settled on Mus- 
kegon Eiver. He was a French half-breed. William Badeaux was 
one of the first settlers in the village. 

The present Clerk of the town is a teacher at Twin Lake 
school, Mr. N. E. Dwyer. 

A. Steinberg was a very early settler, as was a Mr. Campbell, 
who selected a mill site at Twin Lake and put up a portable mill, 
at the same time cutting a road to "Whitehall. 

The first store in the village was that of Blodgett & Byrne, 
which is still the most extensive concern of the kind* Thomas 
McLaughlin (deceased) was the first manager of the store. 

The second store was started by John Glade, now of Howard 
City, up the river, who commenced in a very humble w^ay — with a 
couple of barrels with boards on them as a counter. The store on 
the same site now is Eand & Jennings'. 

The first church was the Methodist Episcopal, of which Eev. 
Mr. Jackson is now pastor. 

The first vMte settlers were the present Supervisor, Eufus W. 
Skeels, and Norman Cunningham, now deceased. At that time 
there were none in Blue Lake. Voters had then to go to the Wheat 
settlement to vote, as the town was first, along with five other 
towns, a portion of White Eiver, and then set apart with Cedar 
Creek. 

The town is clear of debt and has money in the treasury. The 
tax is 4J per cent, on the assessed valuation, including school tax, 
Avhich is 2i per cent. The two saloons of the village, which now 
pay f 200 each, and, under the new law, will pay $300 each, con- 
tribute more than enough to pay the contingencies of the town. 

About 1864 there came in a colony of Norwegians and Danes, 
who settled in the south of Holton and north of Cedar Creek. The 
first christening was in 1866, on a child of Capt. H. Aslakon. 
They number now about thirty families, about two- thirds of whom 
are in ihQ church. They built, in 1881, a $500 church, and have 
preaching once a month, by the Eev. A. xinderson, of Muskegon 
They had, before this, worship in private houses and school houses. 
Eev. J. E. Bergh was the first pastor, and used to travel from Mus- 
kegon on foot, but his health gave way under chills and fever, and 
he went'to Minnesota. Next came Eev. Mr. Floren, who could get 
in by rail, as the railway came in 1872. There is no debt on their 
church, of wiiich the present trustees are Capt. Aslakon, 0. C. Olson 
and 0. Trygstad. 
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Isaac Casady, blacksmith in the village, is one of the early 
settlers, having come in to work for Blodgett & Byrne. Among 
other early settlers was Jos. Dobe. 

There are eight saw mills in the town, including Blodgett & 
Byrne's, which is undergoing removal to some other point. In the 
northwest portion of the town there are the portable mills, those of 
Wm. Coon and Eugene Husted, which are of recent erection. 
East of Holton village Isaac Meriom & Brother have a large mill, 
which was bmiied in October, 1881, and was immediately rebuilt. 



HOLTON VILLAGE 

is a thriving little village fifteen miles Northeast of Muskegon, on 
the M. & B. K. Branch E. E. It has a population of about 500, 
and was platted by Blodgett & Byrne in 1871, they having large 
landed interests in and around there. After laying out the town, 
their first move in the line of manufacturing enterprise was to start 
a sawmill with a cutting capacity of about 10,000 feet of lumber per 
day. After running that for about one year they tore it down and 
in its place put up a fine lumber and shingle mill, with a capacity 
of about 50,000 feet lumber and 90,000 shingles, which was after- 
wards burned, together with about 2,000,000 shingles, and on which 
was no insurance. It was rebuilt and ran until 1881. 

The first store was put up by Blodgett & Byrne, the goods hav- 
ing to be hauled with teams from Muskegon, there being no rail- 
road at that time. The first blacksmith shop was put up by Isaac 
Casady in 1872. John Glade located there and built and opened 
up a general store. The first wagonshop was opened up by Geo. 
E. Allen. The next to start was a grocery by Thomas McLaugh- 
lin. The first shoeshop was built by Theodore Schmeiling, The 
first saloon was built by John Keifer. The first hotel and meat 
market by Eichard Lindsey. The first justice of the peace was his 
honor, Charles Comstock ; the court room was in the meat market, 
and the prisoner was locked up in a box car. The village as w^ell 
as the township was named in honor of ex-Gov. Holt, of Muskegon, 
a gentleman kindly remembered by the people of ^Holton for his 
kind attention and liberality towards the little village in its infancy. 
Its chief business places are as follows : Blodgett & Byrne, saw 
and shingle miU and general store; Geo. E. Allen, general store 
and grain elevator; general store and furniture, Eand & Jennings; 
wagon and carriage shop, Thomson Bro's; boots and shoes, Wm. 
Apel; hotel and saloon, Chas. Tyson; blacksmith and wagon shop, 
Isaac Casady; jeweler, John Hawkey; boots and shoes, Ensign & 
Son; wagon and carriage shop, M. J. Crahen; saloon, "Wm. Badeaux; 
livery stable and barber shop, James B. Ehodes; drug store, Dr. D. 
A. McDonald; photographer, Mr. Membroe; .harness shop, Ed. 
Vaughn; millinery, Mrs. Membroe. It is surrounded by a good 
farming country for grain, hay, fruit and stock, and is now quite a 
shipping point for lumber, shingles, tan bark, railroad ties, grain, 
hay and stock, and is destined to be one of the finest villages in 
Northwestern Michigan. It has also a fine M. E. Church, the bell 
for it being a present from ex-Gov. Holt, a good school house with 
school ten months a year. 

badeaux' station 
is about two miles and a half North of Twin Lake, on the Big Eap 
id's Branch of the C. & W. M. Eailway. It is in the Southeast of 
Holton, on Section 82, at the junction of two branches of Cedar 
Creek. George Badeaux has a shingle mill there, built in 1878, cut- 
tmg 45,000 a day. Burrows & Blythe have another shingle mill, 
cutting 70,000 a day. It also cuts lumber of! the side of logs, and 
cuts it with a circular for shingles. There is little else at the sta- 
tion but boarding houses. 



BIOGEAPHICAL. 

Geo. E. Allen was born in the township of Franklin, Lena- 
wee Co., Mich,, 1851, and removed from there when quite young to 
Lapeer County. His parents were farmers, and reside now^ on the 
farm they have occupied for twenty-six years. He is a lineal de- 
scendent of Ethan Allen, of Eevolutionary fame, and came to Mus- 
kegon in 1868, and was married to Miss Ida V. Hawley in 1871; 
she at that time residing with her parents in Muskegon. He re- 
moved from that place to Holton in 1873, where he noAV resides. 
He built one of the first frame houses in Holton, now occupied by 
him on the west side of Main street. He carried on a wagon and 
carriage shop for some time, building the first wagon ever put up 
in the viUage. He next sold out that business and entered into the 
practice of law, which he followed until entering the mercantile 
line, that occupying so much of his time he w^as compelled to give 
up entirely the practice of law^ He was three times elected treas- 
urer of the township, and now carries on a general store and grain 
elevator. He established a permanent wool market in Holton, buy- 
ing the first load of wool ever sold in the town. He built the only 
grain elevator there, which, although not large, is amply sufficient 
for the place. He has always been a staunch Democrat, and cast 
his first presidential vote for Horace Greeley. 

Geokge i^ADEAUx was born in Grand Haven, Mich., in 1848, 
He moved to Bridgetown in 1853, and in 1873 moved to the town 
of Holton. In 1869 he married Miss Laura Stevenson, of Chicago, 
by whom he has four children. In 1878 he built a shingle mill in 
Section 32, with a capacity of 60,000 per day. He owns 160 acres, 
well timbered, and has a ready market for all the shingles he can 
make. He is an enterprising thorough-going man, and is suc- 
ceeding well. 

WiLLL\M Badeaux was born in Muskegon, in the county of Mus- 
kegon, Dec, 14, 1841, and has always lived in the county. He 
worked at lumbering until 1877, when he went into the restaurant 
business, in w^iich he has prospered. He also ow^ns a good farm 
in Section 27 of Holton. In 1862 he married Miss Jane Marshall, 
of Princeton, Province of Ontario, by w^hom he has five children. 

WiLLL\^i Blythe w^as bornjn the Province of Quebec, about 
twenty miles from Montreal, Canada, in 1841, and is of French ori- 
gin. After some years spent in various Eastern states and Canada, 
he came to Michigan and worked in Whitehall two or three years. 
He then invested his capital in a span of horses and swore he would 
work no more for other men, which resolution he has kept. He 
came to Holton with Mr. Burrows and has been connected in busi- 
ness wdth him ever since. 

Isaac Casady w^as born in Carleton Co., Province of Ontario, 
Canada, in 1844, and at the age of 17 went to New York State, and 
after living there about ten years came to Muskegon, and worked at 
wagon making in Holton. In 1877 he went to Cahfornia, but not 
liking the country he returned to Holton, again engaging in his bus- 
iness. In 1869 he married Miss Eachel Lock, of Dundas Co., On- 
tario. He served three years as town treasurer. 

M. J. Ckahen was born in Detroit in 1842, but moved with his 
parents to Grand Eapids, Mich., in 1848. In 1861 he w^ent to the 
city of Muskegon, and shortly afterward enhsted in the 10th Mich. 
Cavalry, and served to the close of the war, when he was honorably 
discharged. He then returned to Grand Eapids and lived there 
until 1875, when he came to the village of Holton, where he carries 
on carriage making. In 1879 he married Miss Jennie L. Eoche, of 
Gra;nd Eapids. 

Daniel D. Church was born in Eichland, Ohio, in 1831, and moved 
with his parents to Wilhams Co., Ohio, where he lived until twenty 
years old. He had few educational advantages. In 1852 he settled 
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in La Grange Co., Ind., and in 1855 married Miss L. Hoys, by 
whom he has seven children. In 1865 he enhsted in the 13th Ind. 
Eegt., and served until the close of the war. In 1879 he settled on 
a farm in section 18, Holton. 

L. M. Daeling was born in Franklin Co., Yt., in 1833. In 
1857 he settled in Vernon, Wis., and lived thereuntil 1862, when 
he moved to Muskegon. In 1861: he took up land in section 24, 
Holton. He was one of the earhest settlers, and when he took up 
his land it was not for sale, and there were no roads or bridges. 
In 1873 he purchased his land after it had passed through the 
hands of several speculators. He owns 280 acres of choice land, 
suitable for stock-raising, to which he chiefly devotes his attention. 
He married, in 1851, Miss Almira Preston, of Fletcher, "Vt., by 
whom he had six children, two of whom' are living. His wife died 
in 1875, and in 1876 he married Miss Mary Ann Snow, by whom 
he has two children. In 1864 he was drafted to serve during the 
war. He was at the battle of Fort Stedman, and the taking of 
Petersburg in 1865, and escaped without a scratch. 

John H. Ingleheaet was born in Lyons, N. Y., March 26th, 
1833, and moved with his parents to Ohio in 1835, and lived there 
about twelve years, and then moved to the town of Shelby, Macomb 
Co., m 1840. In 1855 he married Miss Almira P. Cheney, of 
Macomb County, and about two years after, leaving his family in 
Macomb, he went on foot, by the overland route, to Cahfornia, and 
after brick-laying, saloon-keeping, mining and lumbering, he re- 
turned by way of the Isthmus and New York to his family in 1860. 
After alternately living in Saginaw and Macomb Counties, for 
several years, he located land in the Indian reservation, or what is 
now section 26 of Holton, in 1865. When the land came into 
market he purchased it. In January, 1866, he moved his family 
on the new home, and, after alternately working in miUs part* of 
the year and on his land the other, he finally, in 1873, settled down 
to farming, and has made money. He now owns 280 acres of 
good land. 

EoBERT B. Jennings, general merchant, was born in Monroe 
Co., N. Y., in 1834. In 1850 he went to Ohio, and stayed there four 
years, when he went to Adrian, Mich. On Dec. 11th, 1854, he 
married Miss Mary E. Morse, and in the following Spring he went 
to Ottawa County, where he bought land. In the Spring of 1879 
he came to Muskegon and settled in the village of Holton , and en- 
gaged in the mercantile business. Mr. Jennings enhsted in 1863 
in the 7th Mich., and served until 1865. 

George Galloher was born in Peterborough, Province of On- 
tario, Can., in 1840. In 1861 he enhsted in the Northern army and 
served with distinction until 1865, when he was honorably dis- 
charged. He was raised from the ranks to be First Lieutenant of 
Company F., 1st Ohio Cavalry. He was in a great many battles, 
and was wounded seriously twice. He obtained his heutenancy for 
gallant conduct on the field at the battle of Peach Tree, and after 
leaving the army he returned to Canada, but after about two years 
there, and some time spent in Michigan and other States, he finally 
settled down in Holton village. 

Henry D. Kenfield (in Burrows & Blythe's shingle mill, Hol- 
ton), was born in Massachusetts in 1856. At the age of 12 years 
he moved with his parents to Illinois, and at 14 to Blue Lake, 
working in Kingsley's mill. He married. May. 29th, 1881, Miss 
Lydia Chamberlain, of Fruitland. 

Isaac Marion was born in the Province of Quebec, Canada, in 
1847, and came to Muskegon in 1865 and worked for the Boom Co. 
seven seasons in succession. In 1872 .he settled in section 13 of 
Holton, and now owns 370 acres of good land. In the Spring of 
1881 he built a steam saw mill with a capacity of 20,000 feet. 
His engine is 45-horse power. In 1870 he married Miss Mary 



Kimbal, of Muskegon, by whom he had two children, one of whom 
is dead. 

James Mack was born in the Township of Vaughan, York Co., 
Ontario, Canada, in 1840. He lived there twenty-two years, came 
to Michigan, and after rambhng through many of the States, he at 
last settled in Holton in 1871. He purchased a farm of eighty 
acres in section 3, which is a fine sandy loam. In 1870 he married 
Miss Ehzabeth Killingbeck, of Cavan Township, Ontario, by whom 
he has five children. 

George W. MosmER was born in Eochester, N. Y., in 1839, 
his father being a Government detective in that city. In 1861 he 
enlisted in the Union army and served until the Spring of 1863, 
when he was discharged. In 1864 he came to Michigan and took 
up land in Holton. In 1864 he married Miss Mary Wheaton, of 
Eochester, N. Y. Her father and mother came with her and her 
husband to the wilds of Holton. Mr. Moshier prides himself on 
nofc owing one dollar, and is justly highly esteemed. He has been 
constable for five years past. 

BuRTis McDonald was born in New York^City in 1836; came 
with his parents to Livingston Co., Mich., and remained there until 
1865, when he came to Muskegon County. He settled in Cedar 
Creek Township, having 160 acres. He sold out and went to Fre- 
mont. After staying there about a year he purchased forty acres in 
the wilds of Holton, and now, after undergoing the privations inci- 
dent to pioneer life, is doing well. In 1857 he married Miss Mary 
Buell, of Oakland Co., Mich., by whom he has two children. 

Donald A. McDonald was born in Canada in 1849. He is of 
Highland Scotch descent. His father at one time held an impor- 
tant position in Inverness, but, being anxious to see the New World, 
came to America, living for a time in New York, but finally settling 
in Western Canada. The son received all the advantages of schools 
and colleges that could be given him, taking a fu'l classical course, 
as his parents designed him for the clerical profession. After leav- 
ing college he taught in a high school for some time, and after- 
wards went into the drug business. In 1866 he began the study of 
medicine with Dr. L. K. Holmes, the leading surgeon of Chatham, 
and studied with him three years. After traveling about he entered 
the University of Michigan in 1872 and graduated in 1876. He 
came to Holton in the fall of that year. In 1877 he went to the 
" Sunny South," but faihng health compelled him to return to the 
north, and he came back to Holton, bought property, and engaged 
in the practice of medicine, and the hotel and drug business. ' In 
1877 he married Louisa Ball, of Cleveland, 0. 

John Olson, lumberman, was born in Norway in 1845. He 
came to Chicago in 1871. After the great fire there he moved to 
Manistee for three years, and to Holton in 1874. 

Christian Olson was born in Norway in 1811, and emigrated 
in 1854, coming to Muskegon in the fall of 1855, and settling in 
what was then White Eiver. From there in 1859 he removed to a 
farm in Section 35, Holton. 

Ole C. Olson, a son of Christian Olson, mentioned above, 
was born in Norway and emigrated with his parents. In 1862 he 
enhsted in the 5th Mich. Cavalry. He escaped without hurt and 
was discharged in 1865 and returned home. In 1867 he settled on 
the farm in Section 35, then the Indian reservation. In 1867 he 
married Miss Anna Hansen, of Norway by whom he has six chil- 
dren. In 1872 he got the title to his land and now owns 120 acres. 

Francis Pattison was born in Cumberland County, England, 
near the city of Carlyle in 1825. In 1852 he came to America and 
settled in Kent County, Mich., and stayed there thirteen years, and 
then went to Nashville in 1867. In 1874 he moved to Holton and 
purchased a farm in Section 4. In 1856 he married Miss Ann Ma- 
ria Bright, of Ohio, by whom he had four children. He was drafted 
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to serve in the war, but on account of sickness paid f ^00 and was 
discharf/ed from service. He relates many anecdotes of the priva- 
tions of the early pioneers. His youngest child is nineteen years 
younger than his fourth child — which is a rare occurrence. 

John G. Easey was born in Oneida County, N. Y., in 1824. 
At twelve years of age he moved to Lawrence County, where he 
lived twelve years. Here he married Orrilla Harris, who died in less 
than two years after marriage. He next moved into Jefferson Coun- 
ty, and after living there twelve or thirteen years removed to the 
state of Illinois with a family of five children, having been married 
a second time, and remained there ten years. He then bought 
eighty acres of wild land in Holton and settled on it. He has now 
ten children. He taught school for twenty-four years. Has been 
School Superintendent for Holton five years and Justice of the 
Peace two years. 

J. B. Khodes was born in Tioga County, N. Y., in ISil, 
After living in various states he finally settled down in the village of 
Holton in 1876 and purchased property. On Sept. 10, 1872, he 
married Miss Helen Fogg, of Whitehall, formerly of Wyoming Co., 
N. Y., by whom he had three children, oue only surviving. In 
1861 he enlisted in the 3d Mich. Infantry, served to the end of the 
war and w^as- honorably discharged, after being engaged in many 
battles. 

EuFus W. Skeels was born in Ohio in 1836. He went to Iowa 
in 1852, where he stayed two years, and then came to Muskegon 
County. At this time there were no roads and the settlers widely 
scattered, and markets distant. He cut a road twenty-two miles to 
what is now Muskegon City. For fiYQ years he lived alone, and in 
1859 he married Miss Louisa Ball, of Ohio, from whom he was di- 
vorced in 1870. He afterwards married Miss Frances Curtis, of 
Holton. He has two children by his first wife. He owns at the 



present time 820 acres of choice land beside property in the village 
of Holton. He enlisted in the 3d Mich. Infantry and served three 
years and two months; was in fifty-three hard battles and was 
wounded seven times. He went out as a private and returned a 
commissioned officer. 

Herbert Thompson was born in Macomb County, Mich., in 
1853 and served his apprenticeship to the blacksmith trade. In 
1877 he took up a farm in Section 21, of Cedar Creek, and also 
worked at his trade. In the spring of 1879 he moved to the village 
of Holton, and established a wagon and carriage shop in connection 
with blacksmithing. He also manufactures agricultural imple- 
ments. In 1876 he married Miss Frederica C. Hartwig, of the town 
of Romeo, where he had served his apprenticeship, and their union 
has been blessed with two children. Mr. Thompson and his broth- 
er are in co-partnership in their business and are doing well. 

Cyrus A. Welton was born in the town of Avon, Livingston 
County, in 1839. In 1859 he married Miss Carrie M. Chapman, 
of Lima, Livingston County, N. Y., by whom he has two children. 
Eight years afterward he moved to Genesee County, Mich., and 
after various moves he cam.e in 1880 to Holton, and puxchased a 
farm in Section 27, and in 1881 traded with William Badeaux for 
120 acres in the same and adjoining section. The soil is heavy 
sand loam of good quality. 

Martin Wiltse, farmer. Section 12, town of Holton, was born 
in the state of New York in 1838. After an exciting career as a 
backwoodsman and raftsman, in which he suffered many privations, 
he married in 1866 Miss Celia Smith, of Dayton, by w^hom he has 
four children. Mr. Wiltse can relate many incidents of his experi- 
ence of an interesting character, and is deservedly highly esteemed. 
He received a title to his homestead in Section 12 in 1878, 



BLUE LAKE TOWNSHIP. 



This township is of regulation size, a square of six miles each 
side, and is on the northern tier of townships, with Whitehall and 
Montague on the west, Holton on the east, and Dalton on the 
south, with Otto on the north in Oceana County. It is range 16 
west, and township 12 north, and is named from a good-sized lake 
—Blue Lake— about a mile and a half long. The whole township 
drains into the White Eiver, which crosses the northwest corner, 
and it is full of httle lakes, among which may be noticed Little Black 
Lake in the south. Indeed the town of Blue Lake with the north 
of Dalton, and the southeast of Holton is aU a lake country, Wiich 
a quarter of a century ago obtained the name of the Thousand Lakes. 
The most of the township is sandy loam, and will be good for the 
raising of fruit, the only objection will be the want of facilities for 
shipping as compared with those on the lake shores. 

The first supervisor was Austin P. Ware, born in 1818 in New 



York State, and a settler since 1864, settling on Sections 20 and 29. 
He held the Supervisorship from the time the town was organized 
in 1865 to 1869, when Jas. P. Utter held it one year, then the late 
Alden J. Nash, then Ware again, then Utter for four years, then N. 
E. Dryer one year, then Franklin Scott two terms, then Francis 
Hiscutt since 1879. P. J. Martin is Clerk. 

The elections are held on the first Monday in April, and there 
is no debt, and they have never borrowed. There are no churches 
or villages in the town, the preaching being done in school houses; 
the first preaching was in District school No. 2, by a Baptist, Eev. 
George Irving. 

The first white child was probably Hattie, daughter of Alfred 
Tyndall, born in 1864, although some claim that Edward, son of 
Jas. Doherty, now of North Muskegon, was bom a year or two be- 
fore. Messrs. Hayes, Doherty and Brow^n worked for Daltons and 
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were among the first settlers. The northeast corner seems to have 
been settled first. About 1862, on the Weigant place, came in a 
Mr. Andrews from near Grand Eapids, and remained until 18G7. 
One of the first schools was that known as the Block School. Lars 
Jensen and the Andersens, Danes, came in 1863 into the southwest 
corner; B. F. Aldrichin the fall of 1868, and in the following spring 
A. P. Ware, his brother-in-law. C. H. Chatfield, Dr. Kingsley, now 
removed, came in 1864; J. M. Crawford, A. Tyndall, M. D. Drake, 
and Mr. Warren are old settlers. 

Many settlers easily obtained land under homestead and other 
laws, but knowing nothing of farming, after using up all the X3ine, 
and the ties, they sold out for a small price or abandoned their 
claims, and some have been tried and relinquished three times. 
Since hunbering has been dying out, the population is not in- 
creasing, but those who have devoted themselves to farming are 
doing fairly. The pine is sound but mostly rough and knotty. Be- 
tween Silver Creek and Cleveland Creek is perhaps the finest land. 
Cleveland Creek is a fine stream, a south branch of White Eiver 
and traverses the centre of the town ; running chiefly north with an 
inclinaticai to the west. Silver Creek runs across Whitehall and 
strikes White Eiver four miles from its mouth, at Dalton's old wa- 
ter mill. The first settlers were chiefly lumbermen, but those who 
turned their attention to farming have done. best. The township 
has never been much run over by fires. The taxes are low ; for in- 
stance, one farm of 320 acres, improved, is valued at $400, and 
pays $16 to $18 a year. Land can be bought cheaply lately, a 
few transactions show what the cash value is : the Doherty place, 
30 acres, cleared, 160 acres in all, bought for $600; the Kaiser 



place, 80 acres, sold for $300, with 30 acres of cleared and a frame 
house. But little of the town is under cultivation, much being still 
forest. 

The first saw mill was in 1856, the "Brown" mill in the south- 
east corner of Section 6. There is now but one saw mill in opera- 
tion, a water mill owned by Widow Jensen at the head of Silver 
Creek. There was a steam mill in the southeast of Section 25, be- 
longing to F. H. Sturtevant, of Whitehall, and another on Section 
29, operated by Dr. Kingsley. 

The township was organized in 1865, out of Dalton, and in 
1870 Fruitland was formed of the same township. In 1873 this 
town by removals became almost disorganized and a new election 
for most of the offices was held on November 4, at Diedrich's school 
house. Geo. Mudge the only Justice of the Peace had removed. 

Ophelia Parks, sister of Mrs. F. D. Glazier, of Whitehall, who 
died in 1878, was the first school teacher, in May, 1866, and the 
Block school house was the first school house. The first Sunday 
school was organized in April, 1866, in the house of Henry F. 
Parks. 

Egbert Nesbet, farmer, born in Canada in 1845; after various 
removes came to Blue Lake in 1866, having been married the pre- 
vious February. He has two children living, Eliza, and Eobert 
Austin, and one dead. He served from 1863 to the close of the 
war as a volunteer. 

Francis Hiscutt, farmer, born in Monroe county, N. Y., Mar. 
2, 1839, enhsted in Co. A 108th N. Y. Vols, in July, 1862, serving 
three years. Came to Blue Lake in 1867, married in 1861 to Cath- 
erine A. Witbeck at Webster, N. Y., who died in 1870. 



DALTON TOWNSHIP. 



The Town of Dalton was organized the 18th of April, 1859, at 
the house of Edwin Nichols, P. Dalton, Moderator; N. Cunningham, 
Inspector; C. C. Thompson, Clerk, and M. HaU, PoU Clerk. The 
whole number of votes cast was 58, of which P. Dalton had 39 
and C. C. Thompson, 18. G. Nichols was elected Treasurer, M. 
Hall, Clerk. Andrew Todd, E. Collins, D. P. Sherman and Moses 
Hall, were the first Justices of the Peace. C. Odell, Commissioner 
of Highways; J. P. Brown, School Inspector; 0. W. Califf, A. J. 
Covell, W. Jones, A. Ketchum, were elected Constables. 

At first the town included Fruitland, Whitehall, Dalton, Cedar 
Creek, Blue Lake and Holton. 

The soil for eighteen sections in the north and west is light 
and sandy ; the rest is somewhat sandy but lower and better adapted 
for agriculture, such as for wheat and grass. There is some light 
son in the southeast. There is no debt on the town, and no State 
or United States lands in it. 

Probably the best farm in the town is that of B. F. Dow on 
section 30, on which he raises great quantities of apples and other 



fruit. John W. Eeside, on section 17, has also a good fruit farm. 
Lorenzo Pelham on section 23, has the best grass farm. 

The first real settler who really came to stay was B. F. Dow. 
Before him was Gale Nichols, who made no improvements but kept 
a tavern and dealt with the Indians. His residence was on town 
line north, section three. 

A. B. Buel was the first about Twin Lake, coming in 1865, and 
platted fclie village. 

Wm. Maltby was the first in the southeast in 1863. Charles 
Buzzell, the present Supervisor came in 1867, settling on section 
1. Henry Lyman, the present Town Clerk, settled near Twin 
Lake in April 1869. 

The first school was on Section 5, known at first as the 
Fox Lake school, and afterwards as the Knapp school, erected in 
1867. Miss Etta Odion, (Mrs. James Hiscutt, of New York) was 
the first teacher. 

Feb. 17,' 1866 a meeting was held at J. B. Lewis' and it was 
resolved to petition to set apart District No. 1, which was done 
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April 13, 1867. There are now five districts. No. 2 is at Twin 
Lake, and is under the efficient management of N. R. Dryer. 

As to rehgious services, there is no church edifice. The Ad- 
ventists have services occasionally; the Methodist Episcopal have 
service hy the Hoi ton minister. The Rev. Mr. Carlstead, Adventist, 
used to preach regularly. The first preacher was Rev. Mr. Pearson, 
Methodist Episcopal, in 1866. 

There have been saw mills in Dalton for about fourteen years. 
A. Clug's was the first mill at Dalton Station. The "Old Rehable" 
saw mill of Campbell & ilrmstrong was the first at Twin Lake, in 
1867. At present I. E. Latimer's and E. R. Ford's steam saw 
mills with a capacity of 25,000 feet a day each, are the only mills 
at Twin Lake. The latter mill was built in the Fall of 1881. 

We give below the list of Supervisors and Clerks. 

SUPERVISORS. 

P. Dalton, 1859 to 61 ; S. C. Hall, 62 to 61 ; Hiram Stearns, 65 ; 
H. S. Tyler, 66 to 69 ; B. F. Dow, 70 to 74 ; Geo. McMillan, 75 to 80 ; C. 
L. Buzzell, 81. 

CLERKS. 

Moses Hah, 59, 60; 0. F. Pear, 61; A. Mears, 62, 63; J. D. 
Sturtevant, 64; A. B. Speed, 65; R. N. Poulson, 66; G. W. Cowen, 
67 to 72; L^a D. Trumbull, 73; Geo. McMillan, 74; C. L. Buzzell, 
75 to 80; Henry Lyman, 81. 

In 1876 this Township had a population of 425; 239 males 
and 186 females. It is Township 11 north, range 16 west, form- 
ing a full township of 36 square miles. It is bounded on the north 
by Blue Lake, east by Cedar Creek, south by Muskegon, and Lake- 
ton on the southwest, west by Fruitland. It is traversed by two 
lines of railway which branch ofi in the southwest quarter; the Big 
Rapids branch from Big Rapids Junction to the northeast and so on 
through Holton, with Twin Lake postoffice near the Cedar Creek 
town fine. 



TWIN LAKE. 

This httle village in the northeast corner of the Town of Dal- 
ton, was originally platted by A. B. Buel in the spring of 1873, the 
railway to Big Rapids having been put through the year before. 
The area i)latted for the village is 40 acres in extent, and the popula- 
tion at present approaches 150. The land in the vicinity is gener- 
ally roUing and has been well timbered, although the main portion 
of the i3ine has been removed by the lumbermen. There are now 
two mihs on the lake, Latimer's and E. R. Ford's each with a ca- 
pacity of about 25,000 feet per day. The latter gentleman, Mr. 
Ford, is the grocer of this city, and the mill is managed by Mr. 
Steinburg. His mill was put up last year. There have been saw- 
mills at Twin Lake for over fourteen years. The "Old Reliable" 
mill of Campbell & Armstrong was the first, having been built in 
1867. The railway station is under the careful charge of Mr. Put- 
nam, who has, in addition, the duties of telegraph operator and 
deputy postmaster, the postmaster, Mr. Warren Odion, living at some 
distance off, and leaving the whole charge to Mr. Putnam. The 
school is imderthe charge of experienced teacher, Mr. N. R. Dryer, 
who is also Clerk of Holton Township. He has about thirty-five 
children under his care, and some of them are well advanced. 
There are two stores in the village and it is likely it will become a 
good agricultural center in time. 

The other railroad is the Chicago & Michigan, in its course 
from Muskegon to Whitehall, passing from the Big Rapids Junction 



through the southwestern quarter about a mile to Dalton station, 
thence one and a half miles to Calif! station, both in Dalton. 

The northern portion is full of lakes, and is of the same nature 
as much of Blue Lake. The largest of these lakes is Twin Lake, 
about one and a half miles long; and to the west Goose Egg Lake 
and Fox Lake. The chief stream is Bear Creek, emptying into 
Bear Lake. The Duck River also rises near Calif! station. 

Dalton was named in honor of Capt. Peter Dalton, the early 
pioneer, who died in 1879 in Chicago, and enjoyed the respect and 
esteem of all who knew him. 

Of the early settlers may be named B. F. Dow, on section 30, 
who came in 1862; W. A. Hanchett, near B. R. Junction, in 1865; 
A. Clug, 1866; H. Thompson, 1869; W. Maltby, on section 34, in 
1863. 



BIOGRAPHICAL. 

William Moore was born in Summit Co., Ohio, Oct. 5, 1818. 
When 23 years of age he moved to Ft. Wayne, Ind. After living 
in Lafayette, South Bend, and other places in Indiana, he served in 
the army, and was discharged in 1865. He then settled on a farm 
in section 31, Dalton. About 1838 he married Miss Charity Eliza- 
beth Williams, of Summit County, by whom he had three children. 
He had been a Constable ^for many years. He ched in November, 
1881. 

James H. Gardner, farmer, was born in Troy, N. Y., in 1818, 
and after a number of changes he came to Dalton in 1867. He 
married in 1841 Miss Elmira Sellen, and has four children. 

William Steinburg, lumberman, is a native of Clinton Co., 
N. Y., who came to Muskegon County in 1868, and has resided at 
Twin Lake ever since. The county when he arrived was fast set- 
tling up by homesteaders, and Holton was then an Indian reser- 
vation. 

Alonzo Imager, an extensive farmer in section 17, was born in 
Schoharie County, N. Y., May 7, 1826, and moved thence to Boone 
County, and thence to Muskegon County in 1865. 

Jasper Case, lumberer, of section 17, was born in Loraine Co., 
Ohio, in 1845, came to this county in 1880. Has followed the lake 
for years, but now runs a portable saw^ mill. 

Charles Nord, farmer, was born in Sweden in 1839, and came 
direct to Dalton, and took up land in 1870. 

Samuel D. Baker, farmer, was born in Ohio in 1841, moved to 
Clinton Co., Mich., in 1855, thence to Dalton in 1878. 

Willis F. Stone, farmer, was born in Whiting, Vermont, in 
1817, moved to Niagara Co., N. Y., in 1821, thence to Erie Co., 
Pa., and tkence to Dalton-in 1870. 

James E. Gardner, farmer, was born in Allen Co., Ind,, in 1847, 
came to Dalton in 1867. 

William Maltby, farmer, was born in Gananoque, Ontario, in 
1841, moved to Newaygo Co., Mich., in 1856, to Muskegon Co., in 
1857, and to Dalton in 1863. 

James Armstrong, farmer, born in England in 1824, and emi- 
grated in 1850, came first to Brpckport, came to this State the same 
year, and to Dalton in 1868, enlisted in Co. G, 11th Mich. Infantry 
Aug. 24, 1861, honorably discharged Sept. 30, 1864. 

AsAHEL Fowler, in section 35, was born in Steuben Co., N. Y., 
in 1829, removed with his parents to Indiana in 1837, where his 
father died in 1841, when he moved to Michigan, and thence to Wis- 
consin in 1846, thence to Michigan in 1850, thence to California in 
1852, back to Michigan in 1855. He was married at HiUsdale, 
Oct. 23, 1856. and came to Dalton in 1869. 
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Tills fine township, which is an oft'-shoot from Dalton Town- 
ship, was organized by the Board of Supervisors of Muskegon 
County, in October, 1869, and derives its name from the successful 
culture of fruits of all kinds. Eightlyit is named a "land of fruit," 
as the soil along the "White Lake on the northeast quarter, and Lake 
Michigan on the west is admirably adapted to the culture of grapes 
and peaches, of which there are some fine farms, notably that of 
Charles N. Merriman, between Duck Lake and Lake Michigan, Jos. 
Hagreen, south of White Lake, and Messrs. Kelly and Braman of 
the same place. The soil along the lake is, of course, sandy and 
somewhat light, but in the interior 'and towards the southeast it be- 
comes a heavy clayloam mixed with gravel and sand, and the soil 
is well adapted for apples, plums, pears, etc. The whole township 
is indeed fine land and will shortly be a garden. It was all covered 
with a heavy growth of timber, chiefly pine, and this was mainly 
taken up by non-residents, and thousands of acres are still held in 
this way by G. B. Slocum, C. Mears and others. The pine has 
nearly disappeared, and fruit growing has taken its place. Wheat 
and corn also flourish, for instance, there are few finer farms in the 
county than that of Ole. E. Gordon in the east of the township. 

This township is he first of the second tier of towns reckoning 
from the north, on the west side of the county, and is Township 11, 
north, Eanges 17 and 18 west. Kange 17 is full, but 18 is simply a 
gore, which was 'until recently attached to White Eiver. The town- 
ship is bounded on the north by Whitehall, on the east half of its 
boundary and on the northwest by a line continued straight on from 
the Y/hitehall boundary across the southwest portion of White Lake 
to the new channel or harbor. On the west. Lake Michigan is the 
boundary, trending to the northwest. On the east Dalton, on the south 
Laketon. It is six miles from north to south and varies from seven 
to five miles across from east to west. There are two small lakes 
on the west, of which the northern one, two miles south of White 
Lake on the Lake Michigan shore, is called Duck Lake, about two 
miles long and half a mile wide. It was here that the first settle- 
ment was made by Chas. Mears, near its mouth ; and here he erected 
a sawmill about 1840, C. Mears being one of the first purchasers of 
pine lands here. Below Duck Lake is Muskrat Lake, which is very 
small. Duck river comes winding across this flat township by a 
quiet course and by several branches, watering the whole center of 
the township, and is the only stream of any consequence. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The township was organized in October, 1869, and the first 
election was held on April 4, 1870, at which fifty- two voters were 
present. There being a tie for Supervisor between H. S. Tyler and 
Ezra Stearns, on dra\ving lots it was given to the former. ^J. S. 
Taylor was the first Clerk; 0. E. Gordon," Treasurer; D. E. Calift" 
and Jno. Dorman, Justices of the Peace; Webster Thompson, Com- 
missioner of Highways; C. E. Califf, Thos. Dorman and E. Saens, 
Constables; H. R. Newlun, Inspector of Schools; C. E. Califf, Over- 
seer road district No. 2, H. Marvin for No. 1, and M. Speed for 
No. 3. 



Successive elections have been held each year. At that of 1881 
there were only fifty-four voters, no more than ten years before; 
for, since lumbering is over, the population is not increasing. John 
F. Culver was elected Supervisor, as he has been almost yearly since 
1877. He is a fine sturdy specimen of the stalwart American, and 
gives good satisfaction in his office. He is a veteran of the last war, 
and came with his aged parents here from Wisconsin in 1864. H- 
R. Newlun is Clerk, and is strugghng with a new farm on the South- 
east. E. Stearns is Treasurer; Jas. D. Depue and Joseph Hagreen 
Justices; R. N. Poulin Commissioner of Highways and of Drainage; 
J. A. McMillan, Superintendent of Schools, and C. E. Califf, In 
spector of Schools; Frank Jones, 0. E. Gordon, J. W. Krupp and 
R. Robison, Constables; Z. Bates, Overseer for Road Dist. No. 1, 
T. KeiUer for No. 2, C. E. Califf for No. 3, L. Cole for No. 4, J. F. 
Culver for No. 5, D. F. Depue for No. 6, and C. A. Wickstrom for 
No. 7. J. F. Culver has also been town clerk, as has also J. A. 
McMillan. There is no debt on the township, and they have never 
borrowed. 

SAWMILLS 

The sawmills are two in number. The first, that of Duck Lake, 
built in 1840, by C. Mears, was a water mill; afterwards, to increase 
his lumbering, a large steam miU was built, but fire consumed both 
miUs, and only the water mill is now opei'ated. The other sawmill 
is that owned since 1879 by Capt.' James Dalton, and built by Geo. 
Rodgers at an early day on the south shore of White Lake. This 
Rodgers was from near Grand Rapids, and had previously built the 
miU at Long Point on White River. 

Just across from Dalton' s mill, and now operated by W^eston <fe 
Hafer, Mr. Rodgers was drowned in crossing White Lake, and Cohn 
& O'Brien had his mill, afterwards ^Kelsey & Green, then Major 
George Green alone, and last Capt. Dalton. Rodgers bought the 
site from one Barnhart, a clever young fellow who had worked for 
C. Mears, and had married an Indian woman. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

Chas. Mears was the first settler in Fruitland, and purchased 
over 2,000 acres of pine land, chiefly around Duck Lake, at the gov- 
ernment price of 11.25 an acre, and some for scrip at even less. 
Mr. Mears, who bought in 1843, still has the greater portion of this, 
although it is nearly stripped of timber, and is interested with Mr. 
Merriman in fruit growing on a large scale. When he came to this 
region there were 3,000 Ottawas, who have since moved to the Pere 
Marquette region. They were a quiet, peaceable race, and well hked 
by the Whites. C. Mears' men were among the first settlers. J, 
Philbrick was one of his foremen. About the first house built was 
that of Mr. Doan, which was on the Pick place on Whitehall town 
hne. This was probably the only house outside of Duck Lake in 
1850. Next a Mr. Dexter, now deceased, built a log house south 
of White Lake, but left before 1850. Seever, a German, took his 
place. Joseph Hagreen, south of White Lake, has a fine fruit farm. 
He came in 1850, and his daughter, Maggie, born in 1858, is prob- 
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ably the first white child born in Fruitland. M. Adolph Friday, 
German, settled at the same time, but was killed in the fifth Michi- 
igan Cavalry service, as was Mr. A. Todd, whose family live in the 
east of Fruitland. David Traverse Depue is an old settler, having 
come from Indiana in 1863. 

There are no villages and no churches here. The preaching is 
done in school houses. The first preaching was in the Sprague 
school house, in the northeast by Methodists. 

The name of part of Fruitland, in early days, was Cork Point, 
and the little settlement that sprang up near the sawmills south of 
White Lake was named the village of Mar. 

In 1859 the now dilapidated hamlet of Duck Lake was the only 
village for miles around. 



BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Samuel Bkoner was born in Sweden in 1836, and emigrated to 
America in 1854. He settled in Whitehall in 1855, and worked for 
John D. Hanson. In 1860 he purchased a farm in section 23 of 
Whitehall, and in 1861 purchased 80 acres in section 3, Fruitland. 
In 1862 he married Miss Carohne Eemer, of Wisconsin, by whom 
he had four children, three of whom survive. His farm is one of 
the best in the county. 

Daved E. Califf was born in Smithfield, Bradford Co., Penn., 
in 1825. After living in several places, he came in 1858 to what is 
now Muskegon Co. In 1844 he married Miss Harriet Knicker- 
bocker, of Smithfield, Penn., by whom he had nine children, seven 
of whom lived to be men and women. He took a homestead in sec- 
tion 13 of Fruitland. When the war broke out he sent two of his 
sons to do battle for the right. He has held office as Justice or Col- 
lector for several years. After enduring the haidshijjs of clearing 
up the forest, he has secured a good home, and every comfort. He 
follows fruit growing with great success. 

Orlando Chamberlin was born in Tioga Co., N. Y., in 1830, 
but early removed to Iowa with his parents. In 1852 he went to 
Cahfornia, and after traveling for a number of years over many of 
the States of the Union, with pleasure and profit, he settled down 
to fruit farming in section 29, Fruitland. In 1858 he married Miss 
Emily Wilson, Scott Co., la., by whom he had eight children, five 
of whom survive. He served during the war in the 26th Michigan. 
In 1864 he was wounded in the left shoulder and disabled three 
months, and was on detached service until the close of the war. 

Solomon Culver was born in Madison Co., N. Y., in 1805, and 
in 1844 went to Wisconsin, where he remained until about 1863, 
wJaen he moved to Kent, Mich., and the following year settled on a 
farm in section 3 of the then known White River. He was mar- 
ried to Miss Maria Tost, of Madison, Co., N. Y., by whom he had 
six children. His son, Mr. John F. Culver, was born in Madison, N. 
Y., in 1841, and moved with his parents to Mich. In 1861 he en- 
listed in the Union army and served three years. He owns a forty 
acre farm, and is engaged to some extent in fruit growing. He is 
unmarried. 

DAvm T. DePue was born in Chenango Co., N. Y., in 1818. 
In 1850 he moved to Indiana and in 1862 he moved his family to 
Dalton, now Fruitland, settling on a farm in section 11, he had 
purchased some years previously. At that time there was only one 
house in what is now Fruitland, and Mr. Ferry had a store at the 
mouth. Mr. DePue had to cut a road four miles in order to get to 
market. In 1839 he married Miss Ehzabeth Myers, of Herk- 
imer County, N. Y., by whom he has eight sons and two 
daughters. Five were born in New York, and five in In- 
diana. One incident of the privations of early days related by him. 



is that for two weeks his family had to live on potatoes, pork and 
beans, as bread, etc., could not be had for money. 

John DePue, a brother of David T. DePue, was an early set- 
tler in Fruitland. He relates that at the first funeral there were 
only four persons, beside the mourners, and a Mr. Todd read a 
chapter and prayed. Mr. DePew owns 240 acres of as good land 
as is in the State, and has prospered in his business. 

Ole E. Gordon was born in Norway in 1829. Emigrated in 
1849, coming directly to what is now Fruitland, and took up land 
in Sec. 13, T. 11, B. 17. He married, in 1859, Hannah Brady, 
of Oceana Co., and in 1863 he married Miss Emily Halverson, of 
Muskegon, by whom he had four children, three of whom are liv- 
ing. He has 215 acres of the best fruit or grain land in the 
county. He was treasurer and collector for 13 years and supervi- 
sor for two. 

Joseph Hagreen was born in the county of Suffolk, England, 
in 1881, and emigrated to America in 1845. He came first to Eoch- 
ester, N. Y., but after a few day's stay went to Toronto, Canada. 
After staying alternately in Toronto, Eochester and Milwaukee, he 
came to Muskegon county and pre-empted a part of the three hun- 
dred acre farm which he now lives on,' Sec. 6, T. 11, E. 17, West. In 
1856 he married Miss Margaret Hope, by whom he has one daughter. 
Mr. Hagreen had to make his own roads in early times, 'and his only 
market for some time was the sohtary shore at the mouth of White 
Lake. 

Frank Jones was born in Schleswig, Germany, in 1847, and 
emigrated to Wisconsin in 1867, and came to Muskegon the follow- 
ing year. He married Miss Elizabeth F. Todd, of Fruitland, in 
1872, by whom he had five children, four of whom are living. Mrs. 
Jones was a co-heiress of the farm on which they now live, which 
is Section 13. 

Charles C. Johnson was born in Sweden in 1844, and emigrated 
direct to Whitehall in 1867. After working at various employments 
in 1879, he purchased a farm in Section 15, Fruitland, and now owns 
200 acres of heavy, sandy loam. In 1878 he married Miss Flora- 
bell Stockwell, of Van Buren Co., and has two children. 

James W. Krupp, born near Coblentz, Germany, 1819, and was 
a nephew of the famous manufacturer of Krupp guns. After living 
in France, working as a gardener, he emigrated to America in 1853. 
After working as a gardener, dry goods clerk, and farmer in various 
places in the state, he finally, in 1879, came to Fruitland and pur- 
chased a farm of 128 acres in sections 1 and 2. In 1857 he mar- 
ried Miss Mary Deist, from near Hesse Cassel, Germany, who was 
born in 1834, and who is the mother of six children, one of whom 
is dead. Mr. K. was a skilful gardener and had a fine farm. He 
was instantly killed January 11, 1882, at Whitehall, by being thrown 
from his sleigh on the occasion of his team running away. 

Jas. a. McMillan, born in York, Livingston Co., N. Y., 1823; 
came to Mich, when 23 years old. After some years spent in lumber- 
ing and milling in Indiana he returned to Michigan, engaging in 
the manufacture of woollen goods in Branch county. In 1871 he 
moved to Fruitland, taking up a farm in section 25. In 1876 he 
married Miss Hannah J. Belote. He is superintendent of schools 
for the town of Fruitland. 

John McNeil came to Muskegon in 1857, when he was about 25 ; 
bought a farm in sections 7 and 1, Fruitland, well adapted for fruit- 
growing. In 1859 he married Miss Elizabeth Eobinson, by whom 
he has one daughter, who was the second white child born in Fruit- 
land. 

Henry E. Newlun, born in Guernsey Co., 0., 1837; settled in 
Fruitland 1856; in 1865 married Miss Lily J. McMahon, of Monroe 
county, Ohio, by whom he has five children. He has been a justice 
of the peace and school inspector and holds the office of town clerk. 
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OleA, Olson, born in Norway in 1840; emigrated in 1855. 
After living some years in Wisconsin he took a homestead in 1861 
in section 31, Fruitland. In 1869 he married Miss Matilda John- 
son, of Whitehall, by whom he has two children. 

JohnShuey was bom in Hai'ris Tp., Center Co., Pa., Sept. 
7, 1823, and worked as a laborer until the spring of 1850. In 1847 
he married Miss Jane Yamell, who was born in 1827. She is the 
mother of six children, two of whom are hving. He went to Ohio 
in 1850 and Iowa in 1852, and then came to Fruitland in 1863, 
taking up a homestead in section 15. The land was perfectly wild 
at this time. 

Mrs. Mary Paulson whose maiden name was Depue, was born 
in Broome Co., N. Y., in 1846, and after living in Indiana thirteen 
years came to Fruitland in 1863. In 1866 she married N. Paulson 
by whom she had four children, who are living. Since the death of 
her husband she has carried on the farm, which is in Section 23. 
Her late husband was born in Norway in 1840, and emigrated to 



America in 1855. In 1862 he enlisted in the 82nd Illinois Volun- 
teers, and served to the close of the war, when he was honorably 
discharged, when he returned to Muskegon Co., and was married. 

Ezra Stearns was born in Covington, Mass., but lived with his 
parents in Pittsfield, Mass., until he was 18 years old. In 1855 he 
came to Jackson county, Michigan, and in 1861 enlisted in the 1st 
Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, and served three years. He 
married Miss Allan, of Lenawee county, by whom he has three 
children. In 1867 he purchased a farm and moved his family to 
Muskegon county. 

George H. Wilson was born in SchuylkiU Co., Pa., in 1835, and 
came with his parents to Michigan when quite young, settling in St. 
Joseph county. After some years spent in Iowa and Nebraska, in 
which latter place he experienced the grasshopper plague of 1873-76. 
In the spring of 1877 he settled on section 2, Fruitland, where he 
owns 120 acres of good land. In 1858 he married Miss Clara C. 
Hughes, of St. Joseph county, by whom he had eight children. 



WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP. 



This little gore about six miles long with an average width of 
two miles, is but a fragment of what was White Eiver, which once 
extended far and wdde but was successively denuded of portions of 
its territory until now less than half a regular township is left. It 
is in the Northwest corner of the County, range XVIII West, Town- 
ship Xn North, and is bounded on the North by Clay Banks in 
Oceana Co., on the East by Montague, South by White Lake, West 
by Lake Michigan. The earliest settlement was at the mouth, and 
the first settler was Charles Mears, who, however, found certain 
men holding a claim for Hiram Pearson of Chicago, afterwards 
abandoned. Mears came in 1836, entering the White Lake by the 
old mouth which is to the North of the present channel and entered 
the lakes by sailing nearly a mile South. The Southern half of the 
town is drained by a creek which runs into the lake through a bayou 
and thence by the old channel. The Northeast by Flower Creek 
which crosses into Claybanks. There are a good many German 
farmers settled in the North. 

In the North of White Eiver there is considerable black muck, 
with some clay. To the North is the township now named Clay- 
banks, where the Indians had cleared large tracts and planted corn. 

We find it impossible to get an authentic municpal history of 
this township, owing to the township board in 1859 solemnly burn- 
ing up the books, because of some tangle in the funds. This was 
certainly a new way to pay old d-ebts. They thought they w^ould 
start hfe anew with a clear balance sheet. What a simple way of cut- 
ting the Gordian knot this was, and how often many a puzzled book- 
keeper would like to adopt this primitive method of settling accounts. 

White River township at first extended from Manistee to Grand 
Haven and ever so far inland. The first white child born at White 
River was probably the son of John Hanson, a Swede, now of Clay- 



banks. The first preacher was Deacon Bennett, the good old col- 
ored man. The first sawmill was Ferry's. The first hotel was that 
of A. A. Cain and Chas. P. Cushway. There is still pointed out to 
this day an old dead tree in front of Bruce's store, where in 1858, a 
sailor who liad committed some petty crime, was taken by the crowd 
and hanged on a hmb until he was nearly dead. They would then 
take him down and have a drink and haugliim again. They got so 
drunk at last that they forgot to cut him down and he would have 
perished had it not been for Mrs. Storms. 

SUPERVISORS. 

Among the early representatives of this town were the Daltons, 
I. E. Carleton, and Jesse D. PuUman. 

In 1859 when the county was set apart from Ottawa, G. W 
Rathbone, a sawmill owner, was supervisor for White River, Peter 
Dalton for Dalton, and I. E. Carleton for Oceana. All these were 
opposed to the union with Muskegon, and wished to be a portion of 
Oceana County, or at least of a new County, with a part of Oceana 
in it. In 1860, N. H. Ferry was supervisor of White River, and was 
elected chairman. He was re-elected in 1861. In 1863 Dr. J. A. 
Wheeler took the office, and in 1864 J. B. Watson was elected, fol- 
lowed by Dr. Wheeler in 1865. In 1866 John Welch took the 
office, in 1868 P. W. Sumner, in 1859 Jas. H. Deming, in 1870- 
1-2-3-4 S. J. B. Watson again, in 1875-6-7 Jas. Whelan, since 1878 
A. Rowe has been supervisor. 

FIRST VESSEL. 

The first sailing vessel that passed through the mouth up to 
White River was the schooner Telegram owned by the Ferrys, and 
with one, McConnell as captain. Capacity, 80,000 feet of lumber, 
but it could not pass the bar at the mouth with a fuU load and was 
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filled by lighters. She came through on the first of August, 1865, 
drawing three and one-half feet of water, and scraping on the bar. 
Nothing was done in the way of 

PIEES 

until 1855, when the Ferrys made slab piers in the old or natural 
channel a short distance to the north of the present harbor. Jesse 
Pullman took the first poles about eight inches in diameter, and put 
slabs across to hold them, making a crib three feet wide and eighty 
feet long, loaded so as to draw eighteen inches of water. This was 
done at the mill and there accompanied this a Hghter loaded with 
slabs to sink the raft when in position. The raft, however, grounded 
before reaching the proper place, and had to be unloaded and pried 
into position. This was added to until a permanent structure was 
secured. Before this, large rafts of logs had to be towed by oxen 
along the shore, or poled in rafts, or carried by sail vessels, taken 
out by lighters to schooners in deep water outside on Lake Michi- 
gan, about 5,000 feet at a time, and thence to Grand Haven. 

There was a bed of white marl at the mouth, whence some sup- 
pose the Indians called the water White Lake. This was dredged 
by Noah Ferry and washed away by the current. 

The first shipwreck after this was I. E* Carleton's schooner, 
North Yuba, loaded with supphes, which were all lost with one man. 
This was in December, 1855. 

The schooners Abigail, Kent and Magic, wintered on the beach 
in 1856-7. The first was overhauled and rebuilt by Capt. Sims, her 
owner. The schooner, G. Barber, wintered on the beach in 1857-8 
but was repaired in the Spring. 

In the Spring of 1858 there was a tidal wave which rose six 
feet, washed over the docks, and "played hob" generally. The peo- 
ple thought the judgment day had come. The wave set a lighter on 
end thirty feet above its level, put out fires of the mills at Muske- 
gon, and extended below Grand Haven. 

In 1860 when Joseph Heald came in there was but one horse 
team in Newaygo Co., and he brought in a horse and buckboard, 
which was the first carriage seen in the White Eiver region. There 
was but a weekly mail to the Mouth. 

Charley Cushway who came to the mouth in 1849, says the 
only white family when he arrived was the Laffertys who were get- 
ting out shingles, that C. Mears' first schooner was the Honest 
John, and the sloop Eanger, John Hanson, Captain, carried fifteen 
cords of shingle bolts. Cushway returned in 1851, found Joseph 
Stebbins running Ferry's mill, P. Hobler getting out shingle bolts, 
and he and A. A. Cain rented a hotel of Hobler, half log and half 
frame. There was no farming then except in a small way by Alex. 
Williams and Deacon Bennett. 

EAKLY EEMINISCENCES OF WfflTE RIVER. 

Through the kindness of Mr. I. M. Weston ^e are permitted 
to give the following letter from an old friend of his now in Chi- 
cago. We omit the name, but many wiU know the writer from the 
incidents he mentions : 

" I left Chicago on the schooner Levant, Capt. Connell, in the 
Spring of 1859 for White Lake, and after a rough passage of forty- 
eight hours we came to anchor off White Lake, and with our yawl 
went ashore, thus for the first time setting foot on White Eiver, 
taking the place vacated by our old friend, George E. Dowling, who 
had left for California. At the Mouth was the old Ferry mill and 
store. On the opposite side of the bayou was Cain's and Hobbs' 
hotels. The Ferry store, in which I was duly installed as chief and 
only clerk, was the only one on White Eiver, the store of the Carle- 
ton's having been given up or sold out. The Long Point miU 
started up during the season, and a few goods were brought in by 



Luscomb & Pierce, our old friend. Col. Monyhan, officiating as 
general superintendent, &c. The old SJewell' miU was lying idle. 
On the site where Montague now stands was the old Sargeant house 
and barn. On the site where Whitehall now stands the old Covell 
& Thompson mill and boarding house constituted about all the 
buildings. The Mears store was built during the seasom The 
Eogers milLwas bought by Eathbone&Co., and Governor Eathbone 
went there that season, and near it Carleton & Dalton ran the 
steamer Oceana. During the season N. H. Ferry bought the steamer 
Croton, and brought her to White Eiver. There she was com- 
manded two seasons by Capt. Sims. The school was taught by 
Phoebe Clark, Mrs. Mary McLaughlin teaching in the ' Naske' dis- 
trict, and Miss Nettie G. Hubbard taught in the Sargeant district. 
Saturdays the teachers in the out-of-town districts came to town to 
stay over Sundays. During the Fall of 1859 Eev. Mr. Chapin was 
sent to White Eiver by the M. E. Conference, and preached once in 
two weeks at the school house, and succeeded in awakening consid- 
erable rehgious enthusiasm. In the Spring of 1860, as the result 
of his labors, a Sabbath School was organized, with W. H. Wood- 
bury, Superintendent; Geo. E. Dowling, Assistant Superintendent; 
Miss Emily Burrows (now Mrs. Capt. Dalton), Librarian. Money 
was raised and books bought, and the school progressed finely. 
My failure as a chorister was made painfully apparent during the 
early part of Mr. Chapin's ministrations. The ' Young America' 
portion of the congregation looked to me as leader, while the older 
and more conservative part looked up to Bro. Bennett, with his 
good old plantation tunes, or Bro. Friday, with his self-adjusting, 
telescopic tune that would, under his manipulation, suit any metre. 
On one occasion Bro. Chapin gave out a short metre hymn at the 
close of which your humble servant struck up a famihar tune, in 
which all joined, but found to our sorrow that at the end of the 
first line there was tune left. Nothing daunted, we tried again with 
the same result, when Bro. Friday came to the rescue with his self- 
adjusting, &c., tune, and carried it through in ample form, since 
which time I have never essayed to be chorister. ' 

" We had weekly mails, and when we saw old man Brittain, or 
his son Ealph, with their two ponies loaded down with mail bags, 
all hands would go to the post office to wait until the worthy P. M., 
S. J. B. Watson, would distribute the mail to us." 

Capt. James Dalton states that the first Fourth of July cele- 
bration in White Eiver was in 1818, in the presence of about fifty 
Indians and twenty whites. The Captain was the orator of the 
day, and after a sumptuous repast of pork and beans, the whites 
hurrahed and the Indians, who felt quite patriotic, joined in the 
shout. The schooner Mitchell hoisted the flag. There were about 
half a dozen of the fair sex in White Eiver then. 

"the mouth," 
as the entrance to White Eiver is called, is a beautiful and romantic 
spot, and it will probably soon be a fashionable summer resort for 
those who love pleasant rural scenery, pure lake breezes, and splen- 
did bathing and boating. The shore of the lake here is, as usual, 
a range of sand extending for about one hundred yards, and then 
high sand bluffs abruptly rising from the sandy plain and covered 
with forests of pine, maple and other beautiful fohage. To the 
south of the Mouth is the beautiful and extensive pleasure grove 
of I. M, Weston, Esq., who is fully alive to the aesthetic and finan- 
cial qualities of such a location, and generously allows the public to 
use it to the fuUest extent. There is already, overlooking the inland 
lake, a covered pavilion for dancers and picnickers, and it is probable 
that a summer hotel will be built on the bluff on the Lake Michigan 
side. The grove lies like an isthmus between the broad and breezy 
waters of Lake Michigan, almost the largest fresh water sheet in 
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the world, and the bright httle inland White Lake, and constant 
communication can be had by steam ferries or private boats with 
the pleasant and hospitable villages of Whitehall and Montague, 
about five miles off at the head of the lake. In summer the grounds 
are daily used by parties of pleasure- seekers, who drink in renewed 
strengMi in tjiese halcyon days. 

The light house and Government piers are substantial struc- 
tures and are on an artificial channel. Still farther to the north 
winds the old channel on its tortuous route, the old Mouth being 
closed up and the waters running up to the northeast in a long 
bayou. At the old Mouth is the first historical spot of White 
Lake history. Here were enacted the stirring scenes of pioneer 
days. All now is ruinous and decayed — a ruined saw mill here, a 
tumble-down boarding-house there, a few fishermen's huts, with 
nets drying on the sand, and the reader has a true picture of the 
old Mouth in 1882. The route of trade has taken another channel, 
and nature has closed up what once was the only entrance into a 
rich lumbering region. The new Mouth is well chosen and a great 
deal of time is saved by getting direct to and from the lake. 

LIGHT HOUSE. 

The light house is situated on south side of the channel, and 
shows a white light varied every minute by a red flash. The illu- 
minator is catadioptric of the fourth order, lighting 180 degrees of 
horizon. Local plane 38 feet above ground, and 57 above mean lake 
level. The light in clear weather, on a vessel's deck 10 feet above 
water, can be seen fourteen miles. Structure is brick, one and a 
half stories high, with a square tower on N. W. corner, of yellow un- 
painted brick. The location is latitude 43 degrees, 22 minutes N., 
longitude 86 deg. 25 minutes West. 

WRECKS. 

Several wrecks have occurred at the Mouth of White Lake, in 
one of which a large number of men, in 1837, were cast on the al- 
most desolate shore late in the Fall, and so frozen that their limbs 
were amputated by Dr. Charles Shepherd, of Grand Eapids, who 
had to come all the way, over fifty miles, through the wilderness to 
perform the operations, which he did with great skill and success. 

Moses Valois, fisherman, describes the memorable wreck of the 
Woodruff, in September, 1877, in rescuing the crew of which he 
took an active part. The Woodruff had lost most of her canvas 
and also her anchor off Big Point Sauble, and with the few remain- 
ing rags she made her way to the mouth, where a portion of her 
crew came ashore to telegraph for a tug to tow her to Grand Haven. 
Upon returning to the vessel the heavy wind had increased to a ter- 
rible gale, the boat was dragging her small anchor which she had 
retained, and the crew awaited in suspense the rapidly approaching 
moment when she would strike the beach. Their fears were soon 
realized and instantly the small boat was lowered away, but the 
moment it touched the raging breakers it filled with water, and 
breaking the painter it was tossed like an eggshell far out of reach 
of the despairing crew, while the rapidly gathering crowd on the 
beach stood powerless before the ill-fated vessel unable to lend a 
helping hand or suggest a thought toward rescue. A dispatch was 
sent to Grand Haven for a life-boat, and this fact conveyed to the 
crew by means of large letters, inspired tbem with a gleam of hope, 
while the miserable hours dragged by before the coming of the boat^ 
But they were doomed to disappointment, for upon the arrival of 
the boat the fine which was shot out to them got caught on the bot- 
tom, and all efforts to remove it were unavailing. In despair the 
crew then took to the water, and as the waves threw them upon the 
beach with all signs of fife apparently extinct, they were seized by 
the friends and everything that lay within the power of willing 
hands and kindly hearts was done in the work of resuscitation. 



Gradually the groans of anguish told of the success of these efforts, 
and the crew passed from apparent death to life again, excepting 
two who were beyond the reach of human effort. 



BIOGEAPHICAL. 

Deacon Bennett. One of the " whitest men " at White Eiver, 
according to the testimony of all the old settlers, was Deacon Abner 
Bennet, a colored man, and one of the earliest settlers in the town- 
ship. The Forum of September, 1879, says: "Mr. Abner Bennett, 
of White Kiver Township, was 80 years, 2 months and some days old. 
Mr. Bennett had been a resident of this vicinity for 31 years, was a 
member of the M. E. Church, and for many years the only preacher 
in this section, often going from fifteen to twenty-five miles up White 
Eiver to assist in the last sad rites of some early settler, having been 
a licensed exhorter for 39 years in the M. E. Church ; was the first 
person to establish religious services in this vicinity, and has always 
given freely to all benevolent enterprises. The first Sabbath school 
ever held in this vicinity was started by Mr. and Mrs. B., and for 
fifteen years they gave the use of their house for this purpose. Mrs. 
Bennett has been an extensive traveler in her younger days, having 
been a ladies' maid for the wife of the Captain of a Merchant Trader 
on the Atlantic for five years, visiting nearly all the European ports 
in this time. Mr. B. leaves a host of warm personal friends. 

William F. Bruce, Among those who were destined to meet 
the inevitable hardships incident to pioneer life may be mentioned 
Wm. F. Bruce. His parents are of Prussian origin, his father, 
John Bruce, being a soldier in the Seven Years War between Prus- 
sia and Austria. His mother, formerly Charlotte Marks, was born 
in Berlin in the year 1816, but being desirous of securing the ad- 
vantage which America has ever offered the citizens of other coun- 
tries they emigrated^' thitherward and located for some time in 
the State of Ohio, at which place Wm. F. was born on the 5th day 
of July, 1842. In 1843 his parents moved to Milwaukee. At the 
age of fourteen years he shipped on board the schooner America, 
Capt. Hanson, and started on his first experience "before the mast." 
The vessel was stranded a short distance below Pigeon Hill on the 
Muskegon shore, where it remained until Spring before being taken 
off. The crew, however, was rescued, and Mr. B. landed near 
Whitehall in this county, where he has resided mostly up to the ]3res- 
ent time. This vicinity was but a wilderness without improvements 
of any nature or facility of travel save in so far as the beach of the 
lake could be utihzed as a highway. With his native pluck he went 
to work in a sawmill, but the company becoming involved went into 
bankruptcy, and Mr. Bruce's "settlement" consisted of one pound 
of tobacco on a basis of $7 per month, which was the salary for 
which he was laboring. Not discouraged, however, he repaired to 
the clay banks about nine miles north, where he worked two years 
and nine months, after which he engaged in mercantile business for 
himself at "The Mouth" of White Eiver. About this time he was 
appointed Postmaster for that locality, which office he conducted in 
a faithful manner for five years. He was married in the year 1861 
to a very estimable lady, Miss Mary Harty, born on the 18th day of 
February, 1845. This union lasted thirteen years, when consump- 
tion removed the wife on the 13th day of September, 1874, leaving 
four children; Nellie, born Aug. 19, 1865; WiUie B., April 13, 1869; 
Albert B., April 1, 1871, and Emma B„ Oct. 5, 1872. About this 
time Mr. Bruce sold out his store and engaged in buying and selling 
farm stock. He became very much depressed during the illness of 
his wife, both mentally and financially, as he had employed the most 
noted physicians from Milwaukee, Chicago and other prominent 
places. Mrs. Bruce was buried by the Order of Odd Fellows of 
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Montague. He was united in marriage the second time to Miss 
Lena Mok, who was born February 6, 1853. 

James H. Crosby was born in the town of Compton, Quebec, 
in 1843, and was about fiYe years of age when his parents removed 
to Chicago, lU. In 1849 they removed to Grand Haven, in 1852 
they came- to Wliite Kiver Township. At thirteen years of age Mr. 
Crosby's father died, and he resided first with a sister a year, and 
with a brother until 1861, when he went to work in the sawmills. 
On the 19th of July, 1862, he enhsted in Co. F. 5th Mich. Cavalry, 
and after serving eJeven months he was discharged for physical dis- 
abihty. In 1866 he took up a farm on Section 1, White Eiver, and 
the same year married Laura A. Crosby, of White Eiver, by whom 
he has one child. 

S. J. B. Watson, farmer, is one of the oldest and most promi- 
nent citizens of White Eiver, and has filled many pubhc offices, but 
is now retired to his fine farm. He was born June 20, 1814, in 
Hartford, Conn., moved when three years old to Watertown, N. Y., 
and in 1855 came to Wliite Eiver as carpenter to the Ferrys. He 
was postmaster from 1858 to 1864, receiving about $300 annually; 
was Supervisor for over ten years, also County Superintendent of 
the poor. Deputy Sheriff under Gray of Ottawa, Justice of the Peace 
twenty years, and is still Superintendent of Schools, also Treasurer 
and Assessor for two years. In politics he is an old time Democrat. 
He married first, Silvia Slate, in 1836, at Watertown, and the only 
issue is T. S. Watson, of the Mears Hotel. About 1840 he married 
Mary Hewitt, by whom he has Sanford Watson, of Montague. 

Job B. Ejnnison, son of John J. and Betsey Kinnison, was 
born in the town of Parny, Monroe County, State of New York, on 
the 18th day of August, 1826. At the age of fourteen, he 
bound himself as an apprentice to a cabinet maker. He remained 
in this position for five years, giving the closest attention and un- 
tiring energy to mastering the details of the trade. The first prac- 
tical account to which he turned his knowledge of cabinet making 
was at Munday VaUey, whither he went and engaged to work for 
Edward and Samuel Swayne, but after one year and a half in their 
employ his health became seriously affected from the inhalation of 
dust arising from black walnut turnings. After two years of suf- 
fering he was sufficiently recovered to resume business, but not dar- 
ing to risk another attack by working in contact with walnut he 
purchased a boat on the Genesee Valley Canal and conducted that 
business during the ensuing season. It was at this time that Mr. 
K. met Miss Ellen Marks, a very estimable lady, daughter of Sam- 
uel and Betsy Marks, of Old Dansville, Livingston County, N. Y., 
and on the 7th day of June, 1848, they were united in marriage. 
Mr. K. remqyed to Michigan three years afterwards and has been a 
resident of the State ever since, residing in various portions. Mr. 
K. enhsted Aug. 5, 1861, in Co. G, 6th Mich. Infantry Volunteers, 
under Col. Curtemas. He was mustered into the service at Kala- 
mazoo on the 21st day of August, 1861. This regiment v/as enlis- 
ted for three years. It was sent to Baltimore, thence to Newport 
News, and was at Forts St. Philip and Jackson during the siege of 
those noted places. His regiment was the firsfc to unfurl the union 
colors in the city of New Orleans. He was afterwards sent to Vicks- 
burg. Baton Eouge and Alexandria, where he partook of two sharp 
engagements; also Brazin City, La., Pattersonville, and in captur- 
ing the rebel gunboat, William H. Cotton, while' on a soouting ex- 
pedition near Lake Pontchartrian. Mr. K. received injuries from 
which he has never recovered and for which he is now drawing a 
pension of $18 per month. These injuries were caused by falling 
through a railroad bridge while in pursuit of the retreating rebels. 
Soon after returning from the army Mr. K. came to White Eiver 
Landing, on the 9th day of June, 1866, and has lived there ever 
*since. His occupation at present is fishing. He has represented 



the interests of the town to a considerable extent during his resi- 
dence there, holding the offices of Town Clerk, Justice of the Peace 
and Postmaster, to which office he was appointed April 1, 1880. 
His family consist of the following named: Mary H., born April 6, 
1853; Lucretia B., born July 20, 1856; Mary Ann, born Aug. 10, 
1858; John S., born Sept. 24, 1860; Eliza E., born Dec. 28, 1861; 
Of this number Mary Ann died Sept. 6, 1860, at Cheshire, and John 
S., died September 24, 1860. There was also one child Maud H., 
which died in its infancy. Lucretia B. is the wife of Frank S. 
Nickett, married at Clay Banks, Jan. 22, 1871; and Eliza E. was 
married Feb. 21, 1821, to Benj. F. Johnson. Both of the latter 
named gentlemen are at present residing in White Eiver. 

Chas. p. Cushway, sawyer, at Heald's mill, Montague, was 
bom in Saginaw in 1829, is of French extraction, and the son of an 
Indian trader, who was also born in Michigan. After various moves 
with his parents, at eighteen Charles came to Grand Haven and 
shij)ped on the schooner "Honest John," and also the sloop "Eanger," 
both belonging to Charles Mears, the latter carrying but fifteen cords 
of shingle bolts. He also sailed a coaster called the Ocean, and 
worked for years for the Ferrys at "the mouth," and for the last 
nine years for Heald & Co. He married in 1855 Esther Louisa 
Storms, whose decease a few years ago he had to mourn, and who 
for the last ten years of her life was an intense sufferer. He is the 
father of four sons and two daughters. Mr. C. is of a smaU 
but wiry and well-knit frame, capable of enduring great hardships, 
is yet vigorous and dehghts in teUing tales of his early pioneer days. 
We are indebted to him for help in picturing these times. 

Thomas Hawks was born in Devonshire, England, March 10, 
1824. As a boy he worked round for the farmers of the vicinity, 
until he concluded to try his fortune in the New World. In 1847 
he landed in Quebec, went thence to Port Hope, Ontario, and final- 
ly to Janesville, Wis., where the remained six months, when he 
went into the employ of Charles Mears, with whom he remained 
nine years. In 1858 he purchased land in Section 11, of White Eiver 
Township. Mr. H. desirous of selecting the very best locahty, had 
tried Canada and Wisconsin and found nothing to suit him better 
than his present place, which he purchased on the advice of Mr. 
Mears. It was a wilderness when he moved on it with his family 
into the log cabin he had built. It is now one of the finest farms 
in the township. H^ has purchased in all 280 acres. In 1856 he 
married Miss Angeline Harder, of Woodstock, 111., by whom he has 
six children, four of whom survive. 

EoBEKT Hawks was bornjn Cornwall, England, in 1828. In 
1849 he came to Quebec, and thence he shortly removed to Port 
Hope, Ontario, and in two weeks removed to Milwaukee, goino- 
thence to Janesville, Wis. In the fall of 1850 he went to work for 
Charles Mears, remaining in his employ thirteen years, part of 
which time he was in Canada and also in Chicago. After this he lum- 
bered two years, then worked a year for Mr. Mears, and in 1859 he 
bought a farm in Sections 10 and 15, in what is now Fruitland, 
living on it three years, after which he worked in Whitehall for sev- 
eral parties for four or fiye years. For four summers he wooded 
steamers of the Lake Shore line, and for three summers he wooded 
for various boats. In 1872 he purchased a farm in Section 11, 
White Eiver Township. June 5, 1856, he married Miss Ehzabeth 
Harder, of Woodstock, 111., by whom he has had six children, of 
whom three survive. In 1862 Mr. Hawks purchased six lots in 
Whitehall village, on which he built, and was offered for the prop- 
erty ^4,000, a part of which he still owns. He has a very fine 
farm with soil of a clay loam, and he has about the best fruit farm 
in the vicinity. In 1881 he reahzed quite a snug sum from his 
fruit. He has endured many hardships in the various callings in 
which he has engaged. 
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In order to understand properly the municipal history of White- 
hall and Montague it is necessary to recapitulate the history of 

OCEANA TOWNSHIP, 

which included, until 1874, hoth Montague and Whitehall Town- 
ships, and the northern portion of Blue Lake. Oceana was itself an 
offshoot of White Elver Township, and w-as organized by the Board 
of Supervisors of Ottawa County, at a special meeting held at East- 
manville April 1, 1859, and the inhabitants interested were sum- 
moned to their first special meeting at 9 A. M., on the 18th day of 
the same month at the school house in section 20, Tow^nship 12, 
north, in Eange 17, w^est, and the notice was signed by Jas. P. Scott, 
Clerk. The meeting having been convened as directed, the fol- 
. lowing officers were selected: Israel E. Carleton, Chairman; Evan 
Knudsen and Zerah Mizner, Inspectors of Election, and Moody 
Farman, Clerk; and to the credit of the people be it mentioned that 
their first motion was to appropriate one -half of the two mill tax for 
a township hbrary. $75 was ordered for general expenses. A pro- 
posal to give ^$200 to the poor w^as voted down, and $25 was 
carried. Job Sargent w^as elected pound keeper over E. L. Harmon. 
It was then resolved that all studs and mules be prohibited from 
running at large, but on consideration, mules were allowed to retain 
their liberty, and the move to restrict swine was promptly voted 
down. 

There seems to have been thirty-five voters present, and the 
following is the hst of officers elected : 

Supervisor, I. E. Carleton; Clerk, Moody Farman; Treasurer, 
Andreas Knudsen; Justices of the Peace, Lewis Grow^ Thos. Sed- 
den, Jas. B. Jewell; Highway ^Commissioners Jas. Jewell, Peter 
Hobler; School Inspector, I. E. Carleton; Overseers of the Poor, 
John Killson, Evan Knudsen; Constable, Thos. Sedden, Jr., Dan'l 
Basom. 

The next important 'meeting was at the house of E. Knudsen, 
on Oct. ^31,1 1859, at which it was ascertained that from the 
Township of White Eiver there was due the munificent sum of 
$33 for primary school fund. It ^appears that Daniel Basom had 
removed [from the town, and his place as constable was filled by 
Volney B. Gee, and as Highw^ay Commissioner by the appointment 
of Moody Farman. There were but three accounts to settle, and 
but three members present, each of whom had an account for ser- 
vices, in all $14, which was allowed. Those present were Evan 
Knudsen, Chairman; M. Farman, Clerk; and Lewis Grow. 

On Jan. 11, 1860, the Supervisors again met, and all they seem 
to have done was to pass about a*dozen accounts, amounting to 
the sum of $83. 

The next annual meeting of the township was held at the same 
school house as before, April 2, 1860. $150 was voted to be raised 
for the expenses of the past year. The mules were attended to this 
time, and it was voted to restrain them from running at large. The 
following were appointed Overseers of Highways : 

Eoad District No. 1, Job Sargent; Eoad District No. 2, J. B. 



Gee; Eoad District No. 3, A. A. Parker; Eoad District No. 4, John 
Killson; Eoad District No. '5, I. E. Carleton. 

They thereupon proceeded to elect officers for the ensuing year, 
thirty-three voters being present, as follows : 

Supervisor, I. E. Carleton; Clerk, E. Knudsen; Treasurer, N. 
Sargent; Justices, Horace Jones, Jacob B. Gee, A.A.Parker; 
Commissioner of Highways, J. Killson; School Inspector, J. D. 
Pullman; Overseers of the Poor, John Webb, Eandolph Ward; 
Constables, Jas. L. W. Farnsworth, N. Sargent, M. Hines, V. B. 
Gee. 

No meeting is recorded again until Jan. 12, 1861, when Messrs. 
Carleton, Parker and Knudsen being present, E. Grow and E. Knud- 
sen were appointed road commissioners, and accounts amounting to 
$72 w^ere passed, the Supervisor getting $37 and E. Knudsen $12.- 
40, which sho'ws how economically affairs were conducted in those 
early times. 

At the next annual meeting on April 1, 1861, Carleton, 
Knudsen and J. B. Gee, J. P., were present, and $100 was ordered 
to be raised for township expenses, and again to their credit be it 
mentioned, that one-half of the two miU tax was appropriated for 
district library. The Overseers of Highways elected were : 

Eoad Dist. No. 1, Hiram Staples; Eoad Dist. No. 2, J. B. Gee, 
Eoad Dist. No. 3, A. A. Parker; Eoad Dist. No. 4, D. Basom; Eoad 
Dist. No. 5, A. G. Vanholton; and Job Sargent for the "third term" 
pathmaster. The voters present, 39 in number, then proceeded to 
elect officers for ensuing year as follows : 

Supervisor, I.E. Carleton; Clerk, Hiram E. Staples; Treasurer, 
N. Sargent; School Inspector, I. E. Carleton; Justices of the Peace, 
Jesse D. Pullman, Jas. Sewell; Highway Commissioners, E. L. 
Harmon, John Webb; Constables, Owen Soules, V. B. Gee, N. Sar- 
gent, W. J. Kennedy. 

No more meetings are recorded until Sept. 30, 1861, when 
vacancies perhaps caused by the w^ar, were filled as follows: M. Far- 
man, Clerk, and J. B. Gee, G. Franklin and Joseph Heald, as 
Justices. 

On the 7th of April, 1862, the next annual meeting was held, 
at which Job. Sargent w^as re-appointed pound keeper, and Over- 
seers of Highways as follows : 

District No. 1, N. Sargent; Dist. No. 2, A. W. Clark; Dist. No. 
3. T. J. Whitbeck; Dist. No. 4, E. Sargent; .Dist. 5. John Gusta- 
vison. 

The annual election, thirty voters being present, resulted as 
follows : 

Supervisor, I. E. Carleton; Clerk, M. Farman; Treasurer, N. 
Sargent; Justices, J. D. Pullman, I. E. Carleton, A. A. Parker; 
School Inspector, J. D. Pullman; Highw^ay Commissioner, N. Sar- 
gent; Constables, N. Sargent, E. L. Harmon, Owen Soules, H. W. 
Landford; Assessors, J. D. Pullman, N. Sargent. 

On April 6, 1863,^ the next annual meeting was held. This 
time the animals running at large were still further circumscribed 
from that privilege by including jacks and swine, an invasion of the 
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poor man's rights which no doubt caused a ripple of excitement at 
the time. 

Job Sargent was again appointed pound keeper. The [meeting 
then proceeded to elect officers, only 26 voters being present, with 
the following result : 

Supervisor, I. E. Carle ton; Clerk, Jos. Heald; Treasurer, N. 
Sargent; Justices, H. L. Brown, Dugald Leitch; School Inspector, 
I.E. Carleton; Highway Commissioner, John Webb; Assessors, 
Jos. Heald, N. Sargent. 

On Dec. 30th, of same year, accounts amounting to $94 were 
passed. 

At the next annual meeting, held April 4, 1864, f 130 was 
ordered to be raised for contingencies, and swine were again allowed 
to root up the highways and enjoy the liberty of nature. 

The meeting then proceeded to elect officers, 24 voters present, 
with the following result : 

Supervisor, I. E. Carleton; Clerk. M. Farman; Treasurer, N. 
Sargent; Justices, E. Knudsen, A. D. Kice, E. Grow; Highway 
Commissioner, T. J. Stanage; School Inspector, D. Leitch; Con- 
stables, 0. Soules, K. Ward, W. G. Allen,lF. Sargent; Assessors, 
N. Sargent, T. J. Stanage. 

On the 15th of August, 1864, a special meeting was held to de- 
termine whether bounties should be given to certain volunteers, and 
eighteen votes were given for f 100 each to three volunteers, and five 
for no bounty. 

On Dec. 24th the annual account, amounting to |112.49, was 
passed, |62 to Supervisor Carleton, who resigned at this session, 
Joseph Heald being appointed to fiU the vacancy. 

At the annual meeting held April 3, 1865, |150 was ordered 
for repair of bridge across White Lake ; the same amount for slab 
bridge between Dalton's MiU and White Kiver; flOO for contingen- 
cies; flOO for fencing burying ground; $50 for the poor. The 
office of pound keeper for the whole district appears to have been too 
onerous for one man, so Job Sargent was appointed for the north 
side of White Lake, and Peter Hobler, for the south side. 

This time there were 62 voters present, and the following were 
elected for the next term ; 

Supervisor, Jas. D. Sturtevant; Clerk, M. Farman; Treasurer, 
C. C. Thompson; School Inspectors, M. Farman, A. J. CoveU; Jus- 
tices, D. Leitch, P. Dalton, E. Knudsen, M. Hall; Highway Com- 
missioners, Joseph Hinchman, P. Dalton, Jos. Heald; 

As Joseph Hinchman refused to serve N. Sargent was ap- 
pointed in his stead. 

On the 29th of May a meeting of the township boards of 
Oceana, Blue Lake and Dalton was held to adjust the finances, 
Oceana being represented by Sturtevant and I'arman, Dalton by 
Hiram Stearns, David E. Califf and Simeon Freeman, and Blue 
Lake by A. P. Ware and B. F. Aldrich. The result, as far as 
Oceana was concerned, was to allow for contingent fund due $83, 
for hbrary $30, and for war loan $210. 

At the next annual meeting on April 2, 1866, at first $80.16 
was allowed for contingencies, but the $100 appropriated the year 
before for fencing the burying-ground being unexpended, it was 
voted to transfer it to the contingent fund, and to rescind the first 
motion for $80.16. Perhaps as a compensation for leaving the cem- 
etery unfenced hogs and mules were solemnly restricted from run- 
ning at large. Six hundred doUars were appropriated for roads and 
bridges. 

Job Sargent was again appointed path-master for the whole 
township. 

The meeting then proceeded to elect officers for the next term, 
118 voters being present, with the following result: 

Supervisor, C. C. Thompson; Clerk, M. Farman; Treasurer, 



E. Knudsen; School Inspectors, J. D. Sturtevant and D. Leitch; 
Highway Commissioners, N. Sargent and P. Hobler. 

On Sept. 11th it was resolved to levy $200 for the poor and 
$200 for the contingent fund. 

The expenses of the township seem now to have risen, proba- 
bly in consequence of the necessity of developing its resources, as, 
on Dec. 22d, $420 was voted for the payment of accounts, and a 
week afterward $75 more. 

At the next annual meeting $600 was ordered for contingen- 
cies, $300 for roads and bridges, and $500 for the poor fund. 

There were 136 voters present and the following were elected : 

Supervisor, C. C. Thompson; Clerk, Chas. Cook; Treasurer, 
A. J. Foster; Justices, C. Cook, A. G. Hopkins and William M. 
Simon; School Inspector, E. C. Dicey; Commissioners of High- 
ways, D. C. Brown and Wm. M. Simon. 

On April 6th, 1868, it was moved that the poor of the town be 
sold to the lowest bidder, and that such bidder treat them well. 

There were 289 voters present, and the following was the re- 
sult : 

Supervisor, John A. Wheeler; Clerk, P. I. Hedges; Treasurer, 
Z. Mizner; Justices, P. I. Hedges, P. Dalton, G. S. Eosevelt, Jas. 

D. Sturtevant; School Inspector, H. E. Staples; Commissioners of 
Highways, G. W. Eice, John Miller; Pound Keeper, Kobert Hawks. 

A financial statement showed that the 2 miU tax raised $515.51, 
township tax $2,113.51, and dog tax $51. 

At a meeting on June 26th, 1868, the Supervisor was paid 
$250. 

On July 15th C. L. Parks resigned as Constable, and Peter 
Hobler was appointed. 

On December 21st Kobert Hawks was allowed $24, or $2 per 
month, for the use of the pest house, which would indicate the 
presence of some epidemic, which we find in the next resolution to 
be small pox, as A. G. Hopkins and Wm. Simons are allowed eight 
days' services each, at $1.50, and $6 to Wm. Peck for services in 
case of small pox, under direction of the Board of Health. 

On January 9th, 1869, fences were ordered around the burying- 
grounds. At the same meeting $200 was transferred from the 
contingent to the poor fund, which would indicate considerable dis- 
tress. 

On the 16th $50 more was transferred to the poor fund, a re- 
minder of the effects of a hard winter; in aU $850 were appropri- 
ated to the poor. 

At this time there was found to be in the treasury $780.38. 

At the annual meeting on April 5th, 1869, $500 were appro- 
priated for contingencies, $200 for roads, $1,000 for the poor, $50 
for Whitehall cemetery, and $25 for the Harman cemetery. 

Two hundred and twenty-seven voters were present, and Israel 

E. Carleton had three votes more than Dewitt C. Bowen for the 
Supervisorship; Clerk, P. I. Hedges; Treasurer, Z. Mizner; Jus- 
tices, G. S. Eosevelt and E. E. Burrows; School Inspectors, G. W. 
Eice and D. G. Scroggs; Highway Commissioner, A..W. Clark; 
Pound Keeper, C. C. Thompson. 

On May 24th $200 was transferred from the road to the poor 

fund. 

Clark Whitney was appointed Constable on' June 7th, but as 
he declined to serve Hiram Stearns was appointed on July 21st. 

On the 21st of October it was resolved to raise $600 more for 
the contingent fund, and the Supervisor was allowed $500, and the 
Clerk $75. 

On February 2d, 1870, the only business done was to eltend 
the time for the payment of taxes to March 1st, the first time such 
a resolution appears on the books. 

On the 19th of March, according to the petition of thirty rate 
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payers to grant aid to the Michigan & Lake Shore K. K., the Board 
met. The petition was for $30,000 for said road, under certain 
conditions set forth, and was signed by C. C. Thompson, D. C. 
Bowen, J. Heald, and others. The scheme was to issue bonds to 
the amount of $80,000, at 7 per cent., the bonds to be not less 
than f 100 nor more than |1,000, and to fall due, |5,000 on March 
1st, 1875, and so on, $5,000 each year until paid. The vote was 
256 yeas and 26 nays. The balance in the treasury at this time 
was $1,542.24. 

In 1870 there were 289 present and I. E. Carleton was again 
elected by 165 to 124, over D. C. Bowen, as Supervisor; Clerk, 
Henry Slater; Treasurer, Z. Mizner; Justices, E. E. Burrows and 
Moses Hall; Commissioner of Highway, H. E. Staples; School 
Inspector, D. Leitch; Pound Keeper, Wm. E. Parker. 

On May 2d a vote to grant $4,000 to build a bridge across the 
head of White Lake was carried by 94 to 4. 

On the 31st of October $550 was voted to the Supervisor, $100 
to the Clerk, $1,800 to roads, $700 for the contingent and $1,500 
for the poor fund, and on Dec. 16th the Clerk was requested to 
charge the Treasurer $14,539.84 for taxes, as per assessment roll. 
The State tax was $421.90, county tax, $5,245.05, and the 2 miU 
tax $759.88. 

W. C. Sargent was elected pound master. 272 voters were 
present with the following result: Supervisor, John A. Wheeler; 
Clerk, H. Slater; Treasurer, Z. Mizner; Justices, D. G. Scroggs, 
Jas. Dalton; Commissioner of Highways, M. S. Perkins; School 
Inspector, D. P. Glazier. 

In January 1872 we find that the State tax was $790, county 
tax, $3,683; township tax, $2,800; school tax, $5,666. In all 
$13,479. 

At the annual meeting held April 1, 1872, there were 377 votes 
and H. E. Staples received 20 more votes for Supervisor than John 
A. Wheeler. Clerk, H. Slater; Treasurer, Z. Mizner; Justices, A. 
G. Hopkins, D. G. Scroggs; Commissioner of Highways, C. H. 
Cook; School Inspector, C. C. Thompson. 

On the 31st of March about $127 was raised for the care and 
burial of a smaU pox patient. On the 1st of November $500 was 
voted to build a pest house. 

The old book of Oceana Township has some rather quaint no- 
tices; for instance, it is recorded on May 25th that J. B. Gee about 
the previous New Years, took up a two year old "female swine" 
spotted black and white with a long bushy tail. We preserve the 
"tale" for posterity by recording it in our history. 



WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL. 



In 1874 the township of Oceana was subdivided into two town- 
ships, the northern and western portions containing about nineteen 
sections, being named Montague Township, and the southwestern 
part containing 13 sections, being 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
33, 34, 35, and 36, and was named Whitehall. White Lake and 
the river were the general boundaries, although Whitehall has a 
small fraction across the river. In Montague is the village of Mon- 
tague, as yet unincorporated, but there is a movement to do so 
among its most enterprising citizens. The township at its last cen- 
sus had fourteen more inhabitants than ^Whitehall. Generally 
the soil of Montague is quite sandy near the water, but speed- 
ily becomes a heavy clay or loam on leaving the river or lake. White- 
hall is chiefly a sandy loam. Out of Whitehall has been taken the 
incorporated village of Whitehall from its western '^^side, extending 
for a]jout one and a half miles, on the east side of White Lake from 
near the head at Staples & Covells miU to the site of the old water 
miU, now Wilcox's, near which is a beautiful part of the village fuH 
of neat, clean residences with thrifty gardens, chiefly occupied 



by Swedes with a few Norwegians, and known as Johnson's Addi- 
tion or more po23ularly as Swedentown. The inhabitants came here 
mostly direct from Scandinavia and have done well, working in the 
mills and teaming. They are a reading, thinking race, and are sure 
to make good citizens. Whitehall extends inland to Hall's Addition 
a distance of one mile. 

The division of the Township of Oceana was vigorously 
opposed by many, especially in the south, but was partly brought 
about by a feeling that in the north they had not the proper 
share of officials or influence. The first town meeting in White- 
hall Township, was on Friday, April 10, 1874. The Inspectors of 
Election were H. E. Staples, H. Slater: and A. Mears. Poll Clerk, 
W. F. Nufer and James Williams. 330 votes were cast for Super- 
visor; Albert Mears got 218, Z. Mizner, 112. The other officers 
were John Tait, Clerk; C. E. Covell, Treasurer; Justices of the 
Peace, P. I. Hedges, J. D. Pullman; Commissioners of Highways, 
H. Euggles, P. Hobler, M. E. Stevens. For Constables, N. Pat- 
terson, W. Smart, F. M. Stewart, D. W. Covell; F. Hinman, 
School Inspector. $600 was voted for contingent fund; f 400 for 
the poor, and $500 for roads and bridges. For overseers of high- 
ways, Swain Nelson was elected for district No. 7, and William 
Sprague for No. 8. Watson Smart, pound keeper. There was 
however, a previous joint meeting of Montague and Whitehall, at 
the office of the Lumherman, on the 5th of March, 1874, Joseph 
Heald, chairman, and John Tait, secretary, for the purpose of di- 
viding the funds and apportioning the indebtedness of Oceana. For 
road districts 7 and 8 Whitehall, there was due $348, and for 
school districts 3 and 4 about $85; for Montague road districts 
1 to 6 there was due about $260, and for the school districts about 
the same amount. It happened that a poor man, Henry Gibberts, 
was buried at the public expense on the 10th of April, the very day 
set apart for the new town meetings, so it was agreed to take $41 — 
rather an expensive funeral — out of the common poor fund to pay 
the expenses. The amount of funds on hand to be divided was 
only $859.92, of which Whitehall got $474.46. The Board also 
found Oceana indebted to the amount of $200 taken from the road 
fund for building a road to the trading post on the north side of the 
lake and $100 for a road on the south side; and $500 for the bridge 
between Montague and Whitehall. The total indebtedness of 
Oceana was $1,050, of which Whitehall was assigned $581.05. 

The Council of Whitehall met on July 24th, for receiving 
plans and specifications for a pest house 18x24 and 10 feet high, by 
Warren Wilder, for $245. The contract was signed by A. Mears, 
Supervisor; D. G. Scroggs and A. G. Hopkins, Justices of the 
Peace; John Tait, Clerk; and W. Wilder, Contractor. The Board 
met on the 12th of August and accepted the house and gave E. 
Vincent the painting at $12, and James Sprague the erection of out- 
houses, etc., $8. 

The tax roll for 1874 was, for State tax, $511.77; County tax, 
$2,512.91; rejected. $45.91; Township, $1,179.73; Highways, 
$49.99; School tax, $3,486.08. Total, $7,779.33. 

It is reaUy wonderful how cheaply the government of the town- 
ship was run this year by A. Mears, his charge for services as super- 
visor being but $100, and for account $37.67. The whole of the 
other accounts passed at the end of the year, being but $30. 

At the next annual meeting, April 5, 1875, $100 was ordered 
for contingencies ; $300 for poor, and $50 for roads. S. Nelson 
was appointed Overseer of District 1, and M. Anderson for No. 2. 
There were 264 votes cast for supervisor, of which A. Mears received 
147, and Z. Mizner 117. Jno. Tait was re-elected Clerk; C. E. 
Covell, re-elected Treasurer. S. S. Sage was elected Justice of the 
Peace; Marvin E. Curtis, Sr., Commissioner of Highways; F. Hin- 
man, School Inspector; for Superintendent of Schools, A. C. Els- 
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worth; for Constables, N. Patterson, and D. W. Covell: G. P. Free- 
man, Pound Master. On June 23, W. Smart was appointed Con- 
stable. 

The following, dated Oct. 8, 1875, will show the valuation of 
the township : Valuation of real and personal estate in School Dis- 
trict No. 1, 1245,395; tax voted, |1,800. No. 2, |6,345; tax voted, 
$230. No. 3, f 8,110; tax voted, $50. Total valuation, |259,850. 
Total tax voted, $2,080. On the 22d of December the Board wound 
up the proceedings by passing bills amounting to about $150 all 
told. On the 28th of March it was recommended that |300 be raised 
for contingent fund and $200 for poor. The treasurer reported on 
hand, $853. 

The annual meeting for 1876 was held on the 3d of April, at 
which C. Badder and W. Sprague were appointed Overseer^ of High- 
ways. A. Mears received 152 votes out of 153 for Supervisor. 
John Tait was re-elected Clerk; .C. E. Covell, Treasurer; G. J, 
Moog and J. D. Pullman were elected Justices; W. S. Sprague, 
Commissioner of Highways ; A. C. Elsworth, School Superintend- 
ent; W. F, Nufer, School Inspector; N. Patterson, D. W. Covell, 
Dallas Johnson and Ariel Bliss, Constables. As Jesse Pullman ob- 
jected to quahfy for Justice, a special meeting was ordered for Aug. 
14th, at which DeWitt C. Huffman was elected by 53 votes to John 
Widoe's 23. 

The following is the statement of taxes to be collected for 1876 : 
State tax, $360; County, 2,111.06; Township, 643.02; Highways, 
48.70; School, 2,481.26. Total, $5,644.04. 

On December 26, account for services for the year were passed 
amounting to $311.48, of which Supervisor Mears gets $150, the 
Clerk $6i, and the Superintendent of Schools $23. 

An important meeting was held at the office of A. C. Els worth, 
who acted as Deputy Clerk, on the 27th of March, 1877, at which 
Supervisor Mears and P. I. Hedges were present. It was resolved 
to have Hon. G. M. Smith demand the Township of Oceana bonds 
for $30,000 from the Secretary of State with whom they had been 
deposited for Michigan Lake shore E. E., as the said company had 
failed to comply with the conditions, and the Statute under which 
the bonds had been issued had been declared unconstitutional by a 
competent legal tribunal; the bonds to be filed in the township 
clerk's office; and that Montague be consulted on the matter. The 
treasurer stated that he had received during the year $3,491.59, and 
paid out $3,577.43. The clerk's bond was fixed at $500. "We may 
• here state that no portion of the $80,000 of bonds was paid to the 
railway. 

The annual meeting for 1877 took place April 2d, K. F. Morse, 
PoU Clerk. It was voted to raise *for contingencies, $200; poor, 
$200, and roads, $25. S. Nelson was elected Overseer of Eoad Dis- 
trict No. 1, and Jacob Hanson for No. 2. There were about 263 
voters present, and A. Mears received 166 to C. C. Thompson's 97 
for Supervisor. John A. Wheeler was elected Clerk; G. J. Moog 
and P. I. Hedges were elected Justices ; Jesse D. Pullman, Super- 
intendent of Schools; A. W. Slayton, School Superintendent; W. 
F. Nufer, School Inspector; W. L. Sprague, Commissioner of High- 
ways; D. W. Covell, J. W. Johnson, J. N. Smith, and A. Bliss 
were elected Constables. At a special meeting, July 31st, H. A. 
Spink received 43 votes to B. F. Eeed's 13 for Justice in place of 
D. C. Huffman, removed; and the said Spink had also to act as 
poU clerk, owing to the absence of Mr. Moog who, being also an 
undertaker, had to attend the funeral of a Mr. Hinchman. On the 
27th of December accounts to the value of $291.95 were passed for 
services, of which Supervisor got $150, the Clerk $50, School Su- 
perintendent, $22. The following is the statement of taxes for 
1877: State tax, $710.06; County, 3,229.02; Eejected, 16; Town- 
ship, 4,111.30. Total, $.8,066.38. 



On Jan. 28, 1878, Dr. Carr was voted $34 for care of poor; 
Dr. Wheeler, the treasurer, received during the year for taxes $4,- 
243.54, and for library fund $159,47, and paid out $3,958.95, and 
had on hand $1,211.46. 

1878. 

The annual meeting this year took place April 1st, K. W. Wood- 
ward Clerk of the polls. Anton Menges was elected Overseer for 
Eoad District No. 1, and Jacob Hanson for No. 2. Dr. Wheeler 
was unanimously elected Supervisor; G. J. Moog, Clerk; C. E. 
Covell, Treasurer; P. I. Hedges, Justice for full term, and D. 
G. Scroggs for vacant justiceship ; Asa W. Slayton, Superintendent 
of schools; J. D. Pullman, School Inspector; 0. W. KimbaU, Com- 
missioner of Highways. Dr. Wheeler was appointed Health Officer 
August 6th. 

On October 28th there were present Dr. Wheeler, J. D. Pull- 
man, and G. J. Moog, when it was resolved to pay the Supervisor 
$300, and raise $200 additional for contingencies. 

On December 31 C. McKinzie was elected Constable instead of 
John W. Johnson, removed to Montague. 

On April 1st, 1879, the Board settled with the treasurer as fol- 
lows: Balance on hand March 29, 1878, $1,211.46. Eeceived for 
taxes during year, $5,881.18. Total paid out, 6,709.53. Balance 
on hand, $383.11. 

1879. 

The annual meeting for this year took place April 7th, W. T. 
Croxon, Poll Clerk. $400 was ordered to be raised for contingen" 
cies; $500 for poor, and $50 for roads. A. Menges was elected 
Overseer of District No. 1, and M. Anderson for No. 2. Three hun- 
dred and forty-one votes were cast for Supervisor, of which John A. 
Wheeler received 202, and P. I. Hedges 129. Eobert Stevens re- 
ceived 337 votes out of 338 for Clerk; C. E. Covell got 204 to C. 
Chick's 134 for Treasurer; E. M. Hedges had 202 to H. A. Spink's 
140 for Justice of the Peace for vacancy, and B. F. Eeed 197 to 
Price Morse's 140 for full term of Justice of the Peace. H. Steams 
became Highway Commissioner. A. C. Els worth received 201 to 
Dr. Wooldridge's 132 for Superintendent of Schools; W. F. Nufer 
got 204 to 137 for C. A. Hammond for School Inspector. 

On the 13th of November $300 was voted for salary of Super- 
visor, and $100 additional was ordered to be raised for contingen- 
cies. The taxes to be raised this year were: Contingent, $500.20; 
poor, 500; roads, 50; highways, 35.18; schools, 6,375.79. 

On April 7, 1879, there was on hand in treasury $383.11; re- 
ceived during year 6,692.15; expended during year 6,348.28. Bal- 
ance April, 1880, $526.98. 

On April 3, 1880, there was ordered to be raised for contingent 
fund, $600; poor, $500; roads, $10. 

1880. 

At the annual meeting held April 5, A. Menges and W. E. An- 
derson were chosen Overseer of Eoads. Two hundred and thirty- 
seven votes were cast for Supervisor; John C. Lewis received 143 
to B. F. Eeed's 93; C .A. Hammond, of the bank, was elected Treas- - 
urer by 172 to M. B. Covell's 61 ; E. Stevens was elected Clerk by 
220 to G. J. Moog's 13; Justice of the Peace, Dr. Johnson for full 
term, but he never qualified; L. Bratz for vacancy one year Justice 
of the Peace; C. Klett was elected Commissioner of Highways; for 
Superintendent of Schools, J. 0. Banks, 49 to I. M. Weston's 81 ; 
School Inspector, A. C. Elsworth 146 to F. Hinman's 79. April 
21st Dr. Wooldridge was elected Health Officer. 

On Jan. 3, 1881, bills amounting to $78.60 were passed. For 
1881 $600 were ordered for contingencies, $500 for poor, and $100 
for cemetery improvement. 
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The treasurer's statement was : balance on hand April, 1880, 
$526.98; received during year, 7,750.20; expended during year, 
4,494.51; balance on hand March 29, 1881, |3,784.30, out of which 
balance was voted for services for 1880, |377.80, of which $300 was 

for supervisors. 

1881. 

The annual meeting was on April 4; present, J. C. Lewis, Su- 
pervisor; P. I. Hedges, J. P.; E. Stevens, Clerk; J. B. Folz, Poll 
Clerk. A. Menges was elected Overseer for Eoad Dist. No. 1, and 
W. W. Elston for No. 2. For contingencies, were ordered, |600; 
poor, 600; cemetery, 300; roads, 50. 

The election then took place, at which John C. Lewis received 
205 votes and P. T. Hedges 92; R. Stevens unanimously elected 
Clerk; C. A. Hammond, Treasurer, E. D. Thompson, Justice of the 
Peace for full term, and C. 0. Jefford, Jr., vacancy; Superintend- 
ent of Schools, Dr. Wolodridge; Commissioner of Highways, C. 
Klett; School Inspector, W. F. Nufer. 

On June 30, 1881, D. W. Covell's resignation of constable was 
accepted, and C. McKinzie^ elected in his stead. Dr. Wooldridge 
received $25 for health inspectorship. 

The election in 1882 passed off quietly. Two tickets were in 
the field, the Repubhcan Temperance Ticket, and the Temperance 
Prohibition Ticket. The first named ticket was successful through- 
out. The following are the majorities: Supervisor, J. J. Gee, 41; 
Clerk, Rob't Stevens, 53; Treasurer, Chas. E. Covell, 49; Justice, 
(fullHerm), L. Ashman, 39; Justice, (to fill vacancy), C. P. Near- 
pass, 55; School Inspector, (two years), Wm. Nufer, 42; School 
Inspector, (one year), Fred A. Hinman, 46; Commissioner of High- 
ways, Christopher Klett, 50; Constables, Fred A. Hinman, Orsamus 
E. Perry, John Steams, Samuel Gotts. 



WHITEHALL VILLAGE. 

This village has a very beautiful and romantic situation at the 
head of White Lake, and is separated from Montague with which 
it was once municipally united by the White Eiver, down whose 
quiet channel, flow innumerable rafts of logs. The Mouth, the 
place where the lake communicates with Lake Michigan, is about 
six miles below the village. Whitehall occupies the eastern portion 
of Whitehall township, having the lake to the East and the river to 
the Northeast, its situation being strikingly similar to that of the 
city of Muskegon. The banks of the river as it enters White Lake 
are low and marshy, but are being rapidly filled up with the saw- 
mill refuse. The shores of the lake on both sides are studded with 
indentations, so as to form excellent dockage and considerable length 
of coast line. The lake contracts between Maple Grove and the 
Southern part of Whitehall, after which it expands. The Chicago 
& West Michigan Eailway running between New Buffalo and Pent- 
water, enters the town from the South, running along the low 
ground to the West and passing through a woodqn- tunnel below 
Thompson street thence to Montague. The U. S. government has 
straightened the course of the river at its mouth by a canal, but the 
river is not used by vessels to any extent, its main use being to float 
down logs, for which purpose it has been boomed out by the Boom- 
ing Company. 

The village of Whitehall is a lively and progressive place, and 
the people are both progressive in their tendencies and hospitable to 
strangers. Although the village had a severe blow in 1881, it is 
remarkable with what buoyancy of spirit the calamity was received, 
and with hearts that were stout and brave, they prepared to rebuild 
their town better than before, with brick instead of wood. 

Whitehall possesses every element of success, her leading men 



are enterprising, and yet conservative enough not to be carried away 
by visionary schemes. The village has many pretty residences and 
the number of these is increasing. There are not many non-resi- 
dent capitalists, and there is a disposition to unite and build up the 
place. Besides the immense lumber interests there is considerable 
manufacturing, chief of which is the Eagle tannery. There are 
some good business blocks and good stores, and the village is rap- 
idly recuperating from its fire in 1881. 



EAELY HISTOEY. 

Much that is interesting relating to the early history of White- 
hall will be found recorded in the general history of the county 
under the headings "Early History of White Lake," and "White 
Lake SawmiUs." The first sawmill was by (L Mears in 1838. The 
first steam mill built by Capt. Dalton in 1867. 

The first general store was by C. Mears in 1859, D. Leitch, 
Wm. Spriggs, J. D. Sturtevant and Mr. Gregg were the successive 
managers. It was sold to Albert Mears, August 1, 1861, and is 
running stiU. 

The second store was by Thompson & Covell in 1862, sold to 
Franklin & Wheeler in 1865, who sold to Louis Bratz, in 1866. 

The third store was by Sturtevant & Sprigg in the old Union 
Hotel barn in 1865 or 1866. 

The fourth store was by D. J. Foster in his block burned in 
1881. He and his son Albert opened in 1866, closed in 1869 when 
K. F. Morse & Co. took it for their hardware store. 

The first hardware store was by Thompson & Pemberton in 
1867 sold iu 1869 to P. Morse & Son. 

The first drug store was by Zerah Mizner in Wm. Weston's old 
barn in the fall of 1865. Next E. M. Euggles started in 1867, J. 
A. Wheeler in 1868, Dr. J. H. Sandburg in 1875. The first bank 
was by F. Blackmarr 1869, now the Whitehall National Bank. 

The first blacksmith and wa^gn shop was by Thompson & 
CoveU in 1863, who first hired M. M. Eobinson to manage, and 
afterwards sold to him. The first hotel was by Peter Hobler in 
1862 the Union Hotel, burned Januaiy 1, 1870. The second hotel 
was the Cosmopohtan by Cain in 1866, burned August 1, 1881. 

The first printing ofiice the Forum ^ was started by Ben. Frank 
October 28, 1869. The Harwood House was built in 1869 by John 
Gustavus and Ben. Treat, H. Harwood, — - Wilcox, A. M. Boice and 
Nelson Patterson have been some of the managers. 
The first lawyer was Duane Thompson in 1865. 
The first doctor was J. A. Wheeler 1865, and Dr. Mizner the 
same year, Dr. Squires in 1866, W. LaMontange and J. McKin- 
non in 1866, then came Drs. Marvin, Gaylord, Johnson, Carr, etc. 
The first saloon was by Wm'.fM. Simons 1865. 
The fire department was organized May, 1864, H. E. Staples 
perpetual chief. 

The first bridge across to Montague, built by W. H. Parks in 
1864. 

The first tannery — the Eagle Tannery — was built in 1866, sold 
to Austin & Freeman in 1868, to Michigan Leather Co. in 1870, and 
to Eagle Tanning Works 1871. 

The first book store was started by J. W. Crombie, in 1867, 
sold to G. P. Freeman 1871. 

The first grocery was by T. Bennett & Co.. followed by Pratt & 
Bro., E. W. Norris, and A. G. Hopkins. 

The first furniture store was Moog & HiU. 
The first machine shop by Eodgers & Cooper in 1871, burned 
1873. 

The first telegraph office opened 1867, P. I. Hedges, operator. 
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The first Express office was in 1870, agents Morse, Sturtevant, 
Emeiy and Banks. 

First railroad in 1870, Paul I. Hedges first station agent, suc- 
ceeded by C. W. Kedfern, Clias. J. Otis in 1882. 

First post-office in 1862, A. Mears first postmaster, followed by 
W. M. Simons, Clark, Parks, Sturtevant, Hedges, and Hon. C. C. 
Thompson. 

The first stage line by Gale Nichols. 

First lodge of Good Templars in 1866. 

The first officers of the village in May, 1867. were A. Mears 
president, D.* Thompson recorder, C. C. Thompson and A. M, 
Thompson elected to office. 

Harbor Company first formed in 1869, Congress added a grant 
or|45,000 to their subscription of $20,000. 

Boom Company first organized Sept. 5, 1870, first officers S. 
T. Cone president, C. H. Cook second president, Joseph Heald 
third, D. C, Bowen fourth. 

First train of cars entered the village Oct. 29, 1870. 

March 4, 1871, Eev. J. G. Shaeffer, first Congregational min- 
ister. 

The greatest building year of the village was probably 1874. 
when the following buildings and others, valued at |240,000, were 
erected : 

Staples & Covell'smiU, |50,000; CoveU & Nufer's shingle miU, 
$10,000; Norris & Green's shingle mill, |15,000; the bank, $28,- 
000; Congregational church, $20,000; Lutheran church, $3,000; 
Catholic church, $3,000; Episcopal church, $6,000; engine house, 
$6,000, &c. 

The year 1875 witnessed the climax in the number of saloons. 
Whitehall had twenty-two and Montague only thirteen. Probably 
jealousy was the result. 

This year, also, Wheeler's drug store and the post office were 
burned; loss $8,000. 

The White Eiver Fruit Improvement Company was first formed 
in 1875. 

Whitehall, in 1867, is described as a flourishing village of 1,000 
inhabitants, with ten saw mills, six stores, three hotels and one 
tannery. Daily mail, A. Mears, P. M. A. A. Cain, Peter Hobler, 
and J. Gustavus are the hotel keepers. Dicey & Leith have an iron 
foundry ; Moses Hall is Justice of the Peace ; Franklin & Wheeler 
are general merchants; Duane Thompson and W. H. Parks are 
lawyers; Lee, Sanders & Scully have a stage line; J. McKinnon, 
physician. The saw mills are held by Heald, Welch & Co., Hedges, 
Ferry & Co., Hinchman & CoveU, Hopkins & Lewis, J. W. Miller, 
and Ocobock & Co. 



MUNICIPAL. 

1867. 

The village was incorporated in 1867, and the first election was 
held on Monday, May 6th, 1867. The following is the first Hst of 
the twenty- six voters at that election : 

Chas. Cook, Israel Graves, P. Hobler, Duane Thompson, J. C. 
Draper, C. M. Parmer, D. E. Misner, Smith Saunders, Henry Moon, 
Ariel Bhss, David Holmes, James Sturtevant, Moses Hall, S. M. 
Ocobock, A. J. Foster, G. W. Franklin, Eobert Hawks, H. W. 
Pantkowsky, Wm. Peck, Alonzo Howe, 0. W. Kimball, C. E. 
Cake, I. E. Carleton, and Wm. Graves and C. C. Thompson. 

The first meeting of the Town Council was on Friday, May 
17th. There were present C. C. Thompson, M. M. Eobson, A. M. 
and Duane Thompson. 

G. C. Thompson was appointed Chairman pro. tem.^ and the 



Eecorder announced the following elected as Trustees, at an election 
held at Hobler's Hotel on May 6th, viz: C. C. Thompson, M. M. 
Eobson and Duane Thompson, of whom the latter was Eecorder. 
Monday was fixed as the regular night for meeting each week. 

On the 20th of May I. E. Carleton was chosen President in 
place of A. Mears, who refused to qualify. George P. Freeman was 
chosen Street Commissioner, and E. E. Burrows Pound Master. 

On the 5th of June the Council passed ordinances relating to 
swine, nuisances, disorderly persons, closing saloons on Sunday, 
billiards, bowling alleys, theatres, lotteries, and bribes to public 
officers. 

Fred. L. Lewis was made Marshal in bonds of $300. The 
ordinances were ordered to be published in The Mtisheg^en News. 

On June 22d the householders on Colby and some other streets 
w^ere warned to take out the stumps, or it would be done for them 
at public expense. 

On July 8th it was ordered that the Marshal proceed against 
those engaged in releasing prisoners on the Fourth of July, but 
wisely added the proviso — if the same are known. It appears that 
in anticipation of trouble two assistants to the Marshal, at twenty 
shilHngs ($2.50) per day, were appointed for July 4th. It was also 
resolved to build a " lock-up" 16x20, and 12 feet high. 

On the 15th of July W. C. Hey wood was licensed to keep a 
bowling alley for $25 a year. Eobert Hawks was appointed Pound 
Keeper. 

1868. 

At this point in the village records is a hiatus, and nothing was 
again recorded until May 8th, 1868, a period of ten months. The 
new Council appears to be D. P. Glazier, A. G. Hopkins, C. L. 
Parks and C. J. Defield, the latter being Eecorder. W. H. Land- 
ford was appointed village Marshal, W. M. Simons Street Com- 
missioner, and W. H. Parks Village Attorney. 

As A. M. Thompson refused to qualify as Trustee, H. Steams 
was appointed in his stead. 

It was resolved to purchase a lot for corporation purposes from 
Carleton, Hinchman or CoveU. 

On the 26th of May W. D. Southworth was employed to estab- 
lish the lines on Eiver street from Mears avenue west to its termi- 
nation. A. G. Hopkins and H. E. Stearns were appointed to assist 
the surveyor. 

On the 11th of June, in a resolutipn as to the sidewalks to be 
laid on Colby street, the names of those business men in front of 
whose places it was to be laid are given, and the list is interesting 
as showing how many changes there have been in a few years. They 
are D. J. Foster & Co., Simons, Hobler, Johannus, D. P. Glazier, 
Shakelton & Mizner, J. H. Pratt & Bro., Sprigg, Caine, Herbst 
Bros. & Co., Eobson, Smith, and S. & M. Freehling. How few of 
these are left in 1882. 

A. G. Hopkins was authorized to superintend the building of 
the lock-up. 

At a meeting held at Glazier's on July 10th it was resolved to 
raise, for village purposes, a tax of half a cent on the dollar. 

The Council seems to have " boarded around" in those early 
days, as their next meeting was held at Herbst' s store, at which 
they relieved H. Landford of the Marshalship, giving it to P. Hobler, 
and a stirring ordinance was passed to close saloons, &c., at 11 p. 
M. and on Sundays. 

On August 24th, Mr. C. J. Defield having died, J. W. Crombie 
was appointed Eecorder, but, as he declined, P. I. Hedges was ap- 
pointed at the next meeting. 

On the 28th of September the time of meeting was changed to 
the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 2 p. m. Also, it was 
resolved to fine any councillor or officer who failed to attend $1 
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and the first to be fined, at the next meeting, were A. G. Hopkins 
and C. L. Parks, but it was remitted at the following meeting. 

The lock-up cost about |800. 

On the 15th of October the resignation of Street Commissioner 
Simons was received and H. Stearns appointed. 

The next meeting on the 20th of October, must have been a 
solemn one, there being present only P. I. Hedges. The only other 
entry is the mournful announcement that Glazier, Hopkins, Stearns, 
and Parks are fined f 1 each for non-attendance. 

The next meeting seems to be a wrestling with the Marshal as 
to how he should pay in the taxes when collected. W. D. South- 
worth was made Fire Warden. 

On December 27th Marshal Hobler was removed and M. M. 
Eobson appointed, and next meeting the former appeared and gave 
up the tax-roll and received $22.58 as payment for his services. 
As Eobson failed to qualify H. H. Shakelton was appointed, and 
also made Fire Warden, in place of Southworth, resigned. 

1869. 

On April 2d, 1869, all mill owners were requested to put on 
spark-arresters or be fined $5. 

On April 26th, the old boarding house of Covell, Staples & Co., 
and the old blacksmith shop on Eiver street — old land-marks — were 
ordered to be removed. 

A great fire having occurred, it was resolved to submit the 
question of raising $1,000 to buy a fire engine. 

The annual report for the year ending May 1st, 1869, shows: 

Fines from Justices of the Peace, $25; hcenses, $171.46; 
taxes, $690,38; of which $660 was expended on the jail, $40 each 
were paid to the Eecorder and Corporation Counsellor, and $36 to 
the Marshal. 

On May 3d 39 votes were cast and John Welch was elected 
President; M. M. Eobson, H. Euggles, and 0. C. Thompson, 
Trustees; Z. Mizner, Treasurer, and P. I. Hedges, Eecorder, 

For the $1,000 tax for a fire engine there were twenty-five yeas 
and nine nays. C. Cook was made Marshal and Hiram Stearns ap- 
pointed Street Commissioner and Fire Warden. 

At the next meeting we find Clark Whitney appointed Marshal 
at a salary of $65 per month. 

On the 21st of June six Babcock fire extinguishers were or- 
dered, and Duane Thompson was employed as attorney in White- 
hall vs. W. H. & A. S. Parkg for obstructing the highway. 

On the 19th of July Marshal Whitney, whose salary had been 
lowered to $60 per month, resigned, and M. Eobson was appointed 
a committee to see' who would accept the office, and Hiram Stearns 
was found wiUing to act at $25 per month. 

The fire extinguishers were distributed as follows : At Gla- 
zier's, the Cosmopolitan, Shakelton & Mizner's, J. Lewis' boarding 
house, and at the residences of C. C. Thompson and of G. Carlyle. 

The salary of the Marshal was still regarded as too high, and 
it was made $10 a month. 

On November 4th Eobson resigned as Trustee, and K. F. 
Morse was appointed. 

On December 1st the Liberty Pole on Colby street, near N. V. 
Booth's, was ruthlessly ordered to be cut down. 

1870. 
On February 2d 'the ladders, pails, and other apparatus of the 
fire department were ordered. 

On May 28th it was resolved to give $600 for a Town Hall, 
provided Oceana gave as much. 

On April 23d C. C. Thompson was authorized to build his pier 
on Slocum street. 

At the election on May 2d 78 votes were cast and C. C. 



Thompson became President; P. I. Hedges, Eecorder; G. W. 
Franklin, H. Euggles and John Welch, Trustees; Z. Mizner, Treas- 
urer, and J. W. Luscombe was made Marshal at $20 per month. 

The tender of W. Blythe of $300 for clearing Slocum Park 
was accepted, but only $200 was paid, and H. Stearns was ap- 
pointed Street Commissioner. 

The Fourth of July must have been'a. lively day for the boys, 
■as special policemen were always necessary. This year H. Land- 
ford, M. Willfong, J. E. Piatt and E. McCoy were so appointed, 
and $35 were appropriated to purchase a cannon. 

Luscombe was removed from the Marshalship and Stearns was 
appointed on July 19th, and one of his duties was defined to be the 
care of the village ordnance. 

On August 26th it was resolved to accept I. E. Carleton's invi- 
tation to Grand Haven to celebrate the completion of the railway, 
but for some reason the Board did not go. 

1871. 

The annual election the 1st of May, with 95 voters, resulted in 
the election of G. M. Smith as president ; A. Hood, H. E. Staples 
and J. C. Lewis, trustees; Henry Slater, recorder ; and B. F. Frank, 
treasurer. On May 12, M. E. Stevens was appointed street commis- 
sioner, and Henry Slater village attorney. The former was allowed 
to rent the park and plant it with potatoes for $15. On 5th June 
Mr. Gale was appointed pound-keeper. Two thousand dollars was 
the amount of bond required of treasurer, and Z. Mizner and T. 
Bennett w^ere accepted as sureties. On 10th July L. L. Marble w^as 
paid $191 for building sidewalks, and L. Eees $40 for tiles. B. F. 
Treat, the marshal, was paid at $25 a month. On Sept. 18 Frank's 
resignation as treasurer was accepted, and M. E. Stevens was ap- 
pointed. 

1872. 

M. Johnson appointed assistant marshal. The annual election, 
with 108 voters present, resulted in the election of George F. Good- 
rich as president, by 72 to 36 for A. Mears; Henry Slater as record- 
er by 78 to 27 over D. G. Scroggs; Z. Mizner as treasurer by 61 to 
43 for K. F. Morse. The trustees were E. M. Hedges, C. Johnson, 
C. G. Thompson, but John Welch was appointed in place of C. 
Johnson, who declined office. E. H. Treat was appointed street 
commissioner and marshal at $25 a month and $2.50 per diem 
while employed on the streets. On May 22 C. C. Thompson re- 
signed and A. Hood was appointed trustee. On June 1st E. H. 
Treat was removed from marshalship and the court costs of his 
*' discussion" with Mr. Fischer w^ere paid out of the contingent 
fund, and it was immediately moved that he be reappointed. Five 
special police were appointed to keep " the boys" in order on the 
4th of July. On the 5th of July the marshal was dismissed. On 
Dec. 2d J. Welch resigned and J. W. Ocobock was appomted trus- 
tee. On the 17th thanks were tendered to Muskegon firemen for 
assistance at the recent fire. 

1873. 

The annual election, 153 voters present, resulted in the election 
of H. E. Staples as president by 80 to 73 for A. Mears; E. M. 
Hedges as treasurer by 101 to 51 for F. Blackmarr. Henry Slater 
149 votes as recorder; J. W. Ocobock, A. Fischer, trustees, H. 
Euggles and H. E. Staples being ties for third trustee. Fred'k 
Hinman was appointed street commissioner at $2.50 a day. On 
the 7th of July several citizens petitioned to have A. G. Hopkins re- 
sign, but he declined to comply with the modest request, and it was 
filed. The taxes rose to 1 per cent for streets and 1 per cent for 
contingencies. On the 30th of July Ariel Bhss, marshal, resigned, 
and Nelson Patterson, now of Muskegon, was appointed at $50 per 
month. On the 15th of September the recorder was directed to en- 
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ter a bill in chancery to perfect the title to the lock-up. Staples & 
Covell's proposition to give the lumber for a sidewalk to Montague, if 
the village would lay it down was accepted. On October 20th the 
marshal and Mr. Hopkins were appointed to [examine defective 
chimneys. On December 22, a petition was ordered to be circulated 
to ascertain the feelings of those interested in widening Covell street 
to 80 feet through Johnson's addition, and changing the name to 
*' Mears avenue." It appears at this time that there was a suit by 
the village against Carleton et al., as f 11 was allowed under -Sheriff 
E. McCoy for serving subpoenas. 

1874. 

On March 20th thanks were tendered M. Dodge for "refresh- 
ing" the Montague firemen at the recent great fire, and $15 was 
voted Mr. Harwood for the same act, and at next meeting an en- 
gine, iourth-class, nickel-plated, 1200 feet of hose and two hose- 
carts were ordered from the Silsby company. 

The annual meeting, 214 voters present, resulted in the elec- 
tion of H. E. Staples as president; P. I. Hedges as recorder by 116 
to 97 for H. Slater; L. T. CoveU, A. Mears, and W. P. Utley for 
trustees, and E. M. Hedges, treasurer. 

The financial statement shows that the direct tax was $3848; 
poll-tax f 136; salaries $767; fines, circuses, etc., $65; total $4816, 
which was chiefly expended for sidewalks and road improvements. 
On June 9th F. Blackmarr, A. C. Elsworth and K. E. Morse were 
appointed a committee to investigate the finances. On June 18th 
W. S. Knowles' tender to build engine-house for $328 was accepted 
and D. A. Wicks appointed pound-master, but he resigned in a few 
weeks. Lot 4, block 10, was purchased for engine-house of C, 
Mears, and a fire-bell was bought through A. Mears for $172. 

1875. 

The sidewalk bill of $42.80 against the Congregational church 
was '* donated" to the society. It was also resolved that the docket 
of A*. G. Hopkins, J. P., be searched to see how much he owed the 
village for fines, and on the 20th of April it was reported that 
"nothing" was due. 

The annual election, 216 voters present, resulted in the choice of 
H. E. Staples as president, by 132 to 84 for Dr. Wheeler. 0. M. 
Hedges for recorder received 126 to 90 for P. I. Hedges. E. M. 
Hedges became 'treasurer; Z. Mizner, L. T. Covell, W. P. Utley, 
M. Hanson and M. E. Stevens were trustees. The treasurer's bond 
was fixed at $4000. The bond for selhng liquors was fixed at $1000. 
The tax on property for village purposes this year was but ^ of 1 
per cent. On July 8th 0. M. Hedges resigned as recorder and A. 
C. Elsworth was appointed at $100 a year, and also made village 
attorney. Watson Smart resigned the marshalship and Nelson 
Patterson is appointed at $25 per month. 

1876. 
The annual election, 255 present, resulted in the choice of H. 
E. Staples by 156 to 99 for Albert Mears. G. J. Moog became re- 
corder by 158 to 95 for C. W. McConnell; E. M. Hedges, treasurer; 
trustees, J. E. McKay, L. T. Covell, H. W. HiU, C. C. Thompson 
and W. A. Phelps. The council this year wisely devoted its busi- 
ness into the hands of standing committees, and the Finance com- 
mittee reported that $2400 was due by July 1st next, and $1000 
would be needed for contingencies; that as $1,500 would be the 
probable revenue from liquor licenses, that $1,900 should be levied 
for general purposes ; it was therefore found necessary to raise the 
rate to 1^ cents on the dollar. F. Hinman was elected engineer at 
$360 a year. On August 26 there appears to have been a discus- 
sion of the action of the First Baptist church in dividing the profits 
of the performance of the Tennessee Jubilee Singers, but the hcense 



fee of $5 was remitted, with a warning that it would be collected 
''next time." On the 15th of September a fierce and sweeping or- 
dinance against houses of ill-fanie was enacted. On December 12 
Dallas Johnson was appointed marshal, but we find shortly after D. 
W. CoveU accepts the office at $15 a month. 

1877. 
The annual election in May, 117 voters present, of which P. I. 
Hedges received 71 and A. Mears 45. B. F. Eeed received 72 votes 
for recorder, with 43 for G. J. Moag; F. Blackmarr got 44 for treas- 
urer and Dr. Wheeler 37. The trustees were C. G. Alley, H B. 
Hinman, W. Flinn, James Ocobock and J. W. Johnson. We 
read afterwards that H. E. Staples resigns as president and J. Oco- 
bock is appointed, and K. F. Morse takes Ocobock' s place as trustee, 
but he having declined John Widoe was appointed. The tax was 
this year 1^ per cent. 

1878. 
On motion of Mr. Alley it was resolved that all liquor- sellers 
file a bond of $3000. 

The annual election, 197 voters present, resulted in the election 
of A. Mears unanimously; M. B. Covell was elected treasurer by- 
119 to 97 for A. T. Linderman; B. F. Eeed became recorder; the 
trustees were G. M. Smith, K. Frank Morse, J. H. Sholander, M. 
Hanson and John Bell; E. W. Norris, pound-master; M. E. Ste- 
phens, however, took the place of G. M. Smith, resigned, astrustee, 
and F. Hinman was appointed engineer and marshal at $25 a month 
for each office. Mr. Morse moved, seconded by John Bell, that a 
tax of $250 be levied on each liquor- seller; carried, but at next 
meeting Mr. Morse resigns and E. M. Euggles is appointed, and also 
Mr. Hanson resigns and is replaced by A. Hood. It was then moved 
by J. Bell, seconded by E. M. Euggles, and resolved to lay the reso- 
lution taxing liquor- sellers $250 on the table. The tax this year 
w^as f of 1 per cent. Charles McKinzie was appointed marshal at 
$30 a month on November 23. The inhabitants now petitioned 
that measures be taken against *' haunts of vice," which was adopted 
by the council by the votes of Ocobock, M. E. Stephens and Bell, 
against those of Euggles and Hood. 

1879. 
The annual election, 176 present, resulted in the choice of H. 
E. Staples by 135 to 41 for J. W. Ocobock as president; G. J. 
Moog became recorder by 124 to 49 for B. F. Eeed; M. B. Covell is 
unanimously made treasurer; the trustees were C. C. Thompson, 
J. Sholander, E. W. Norris, F. W. Nufer and A. Mears; J. A. Wheel- 
er, health officer. An offer to build an iron bridge to Montague for 
$2,640 was received, and accepted. There was on hand May 1st, 
$927 91; to be collected from saloons, $1,725; the taxable property 
of $190,000 at f of 1 per cent would bring $1,425; there was re- 
quired for engine-house bond, $1126 93; for bridge, $1500; for 
salaries, $720. On October 11 it was resolved to permit the Phila- 
delphia Numbering Co. to number the village, and 134 signs at 15 
cents each ^yere purchased from Mr. Cheney, having the names of 
streets upon them. 

1880. 

The fire company petition for 50 cents an hour while engaged 
in quelling fires, but the petition was laid on the table. A racy mo- 
tion offered by C. C. Thompson to abate steam-whistles was voted 
down. The motion asserted that time spent in whistling by the 
eight mills in the village when combined made three hours a day ! 
The marshal was instructed to spend one whole day lying in wait 
for those who drove too rapidly over Mears avenue bridge. The 
council, before leaving office, were in a particularly thankful mood 
as they passed votes of thanks to the president "and recorder, and 
to "the people for their kindness." 
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The annual election, 183 voters present, resulted as follows: 
For president, A. Mears by 67 votes, H. E. Staples 55, 1. M. Wes- 
ton 48, P. I. Hedges 13. For recorder, Fred Norman 97 to 54 for 
C. P. Nearpass and 35 for B. F. Reed. For treasurer, M. B. Covell 
111 votes, C. E. Covell 44, E. M. Buggies 27. For trustees, H, E. 
Staples, R. W. Norris, W. F. Nufer, W. Flinn, 0. T. Oleson. 

1881. 
A. Mears elected president by 110 to 60 for Jl. E. Staples; F. 
Norman, recorder; M. B. Covell, treasurer; J. A. Sholander, G. J, 
Moog, A. Carleton, J. W. Ocobock and E. D. Thompson, trustees. 

1882. 
At the last village election on May 1, there were tw^o tickets in 
the field headed respectively Prohibition and Temperance, and In- 
dustrial. The former ticket prevailed by about 217 to 115 votes. 
The officers elect are : A. T. Linderman, President; F. Norman, 
Recorder; M. B. Covell, Treasurer (by unanimous vote) ; Trustees, 
W. A. Phelps, L. Richards, C. I. Peterson and John Bell. Many 
ladies took a deep interest in the election, furnishing refreshments 
of a temperance character. 

LUMBEE PKOSPECTS FOE 1882. 

The great business of Whitehall and Montague, and in fact all 
around White Lake, is lumbering, of which we have given statistics 
under the heading, ''Lumbering/' in the general history of the coun- 
ty. As for this season the prospects were never so bright ; there is 
no strike, nor is there likely to be, and Captain Dalton, the oldest 
lumberman on the Lake, states the White River log crop for this 
year will be over 140,000,000 feet, of which 86,000,000 feet are on 
the River. There are fuUy 15,000,000 feet of old logs left over 
which, with the amount expected, would make 155,000,000 feet. 

LAWYEES. 

The lawyers of Whitehall have been first Duane Thompson, 
in 1865; W. H. Parks, from 1864 to 1872; poor Henry Slater, 
1870, a gifted and popular man, who was unfortunately drowned at 
Muskegon in the fall of 1881; next D. G. Scroggs, 1868; A. C. 
Elsworth, 1871; P. L Hedges, at one time postmaster, and first 
telegraph operator, removed to Danville, N. Y., in 1882; then came 
H. L. Delano, now of Muskegon; R. L. Rice, 1875; D. C. Huff- 
man, 1877; Loraine Ashman, 1880; and Mr. Edwin I. Smith 
(Smith & Cook) Muskegon Co. 

DOCTOES. 

The first doctor was J. A. Wheeler, 1865, removed to Grand 
Rapids in 1881; Dr. C. Mizner, now of North Muskegon, 1865; A. 
W. Squier, 1866; W. L. Montane, 1866; J. McKinnon (died in 
Whitehall), Drs. Marvin, Gaylor, Johnson, Carr, Wooldridge, 
Cooper. 

BEICKYAED. 

It is surprising, considering the large amount of clay that can 
be found in the vicinity of Whitehall, and the good prices offered 
for bricks, that none have attempted to establish a yarfl until the 
spring of 1882, when E. M. Ruggles and John Vanderheyden have 
taken up the business in Whitehall on the bank of the river, hav- 
ing had to purchase a number of houses and lots to get the clay. 
They are putting in nfachinery capable of turning out 100,000 bricks 
a day, but will not make more than 30,000 at first. 

The practical man of the firm is John Vandeeheyden, who has 
had sixteen years' experience in the business, in Detroit, Chicago, 
and for the last nine years as foreman for Brown & Clark, making 
10,000,000 bricks annually, having often 130 men under his con- 
trol. He is originally from Ann Arbor. 

R. W. Norris is just laying the foundation of a new brick block 
20x80, two stories and basement, on Colby St., next to the European 



House. A. Mears proposes to build a fine block, corner of Mears 
Avenue and Colby St. 

There is just being completed at Whitehall a neat new railway 
station, not far from that which was burned in August, 1881. The 
building was urgently required. Mr. Charles Otis is the present 
station agent. 

taxes. 

The rate for a number of years past has not varied far from 
four per cent on the assessed value, which would be probably about 
two per cent on the asking price of property. In 1881 the rate, on 
account of the increase in State and school taxes, was about 
five per cent on the assessed value, but as in three years the school 
bonds now out amounting to |7,500 will be paid off, the rate for 
school taxes will not exceed one per cent. This will allow village 
improvements to go on without adding to the burdens of the people. 

GEE AT FIEE OF 1881. 

Like all wooden built and lumbering towns, Whitehall, which 
had hitherto escaped a great fire, had its day of wrath on the night 
of Saturday, 30th of July. About 2 p. m., the night watchman at 
Linderman's shingle mill observed flames in the direction of Stur- 
tevant's livery stable and promptly sounded the alarm. Quickly 
the citizens with terror dumb, ralhed to the conflict, with all the 
force at their command. The Montague boys with Charley Dodge at 
their head, soon put in an appearance and for eleven hours fought 
the fire. They took the side near the lake, being stationed back of 
Slocum's block, and did good service in checking the fire in a block 
of old buildings at the foot of Colby St. They secured and richly 
deserved a vote of thanks for their efforts. The Whitehall engine 
was stationed at Staples & Covell's mill dock, under the leadership 
of Chief H. E. Staples, assisted by Engineer F. A. Hinman: The 
fire burned fiercely away all the wooden buildings on both sides of 
Colby St., including Slocum's brick block up to Covell's brick 
block on the north, and Baker's brick drug store on the south, a 
space of about five acres in the heart of the village being completely 
swept out of existence. The loss was 1 150,000, the insurance 
about |54,000, which being mainly in the hands of H. D. Johnston, 
insurance agent, was, as usual, rapidly and satisfactorily adjusted. 
The origin of the fire is a mystery; it was thought to have com- 
menced in Sturtevant's liveiy or in Hinman & McElroy's furniture 
store. But the fire was first seen in the rear of Wynne's variety 
store in the same block. Sturtevant's loss was very heavy as he 
was not insured, and he lost eleven fine horses, besides many car- 
riages, &c., out of the best equipped livery stable in the county. 
The furniture store, Wynne's variety store, M. B. Covell's large 
store, the meat market, Slocum's block, with Phelan's clothing, 
store, Johnston's office, and the Mears House were lost. The 
flames consumed the wooded railway tunnel across Colby Street 
and down Thompson Street, and attacked the Foster's block, the 
busiest hive of industry in town, forming a lofty pyramid of fire. 
In this block were K. F. Morse's hardware store, the post office, 
with Hon. C. C, Thompson's real estate office, and we may mention 
that by his vigilance everything was saved belonging to the post of- 
fice. In the same block were Riley's barber shop, Ruggles' drug 
store, Phelan's clothing store, a vacant store and restaurant. In 
the second store were Elsworth's law office, that of Squire Reed, 
Cunningham's dental rooms. Dr." Adams' office, and the apartments 
of the Foster family; on the third story was the opera hall. The 
next to succumb was Mr. Tripp's house, and Covell's bam, and 
Klett's harness shop. In the meantime destruction was proceeding 
on the west side, and also the south, consuming the CosmopoHtan 
Hotel, B. O'ConneU's two buildings, L. Bratz's clothing store, Sea- 
bold's boot and shoe building, M. Bragenhanx's saloon, Hanson's 



■TH 



'f- 



4^ — *^ 



J\ 



HISTOEY OF MUSKEGON COUNTY. 



129 



grocery, Johnson livery, M. Bjornstad's saloon, N. F, Strong's 
photograph gallery, Lovell's restaurant, over which Mr. Strong 
resided; Castenholtz & Go's, meat market, also Dickerson's wagon 
shop. The Boom Go's, tug P. Dalton did good service. The next 
night the railroad depot was burned, which was one thing which 
Whitehall could spare, as it was the worst looking depot in the 
world. The company have since used the old shed near the former 
depot, which is some degrees worse than the one which was burned- 

THE SCANDINAVIANS. 

The Swedish and Norwegian element here is a large and im- 
portant one, many of these nationalities being employed in the mills 
and tannery and other places of business, some being also em- 
ployed as saloon keepers, hotel keepers and store keepers. One 
beautifully situated portion of Whitehall is settled up with Scandi- 
navians; with their neatly kept grounds, tidy houses, and pretty 
streets, the whole has an appearance of thrift and industry like 
"Auburn, lovehest village of the plain." 

The first person of any note that appeared in Whitehall was Mr. 
Gharles Johnson who came about 1866 and did much toward bring- 
ing out his fellow countrymen, and settling them in what is known 
as "Swedentown," or on the maps as Johnson's Addition to White- 
hall. Mr. Malcolm Youngren came next, and now there are per- 
haps 700~Swedes, including children ; some are well doing farmers in 
the vicinity. As they are a religious people and generally Evangel- 
ical Lutherans, meetings were early held, and Mr. Eoden, since 
"Bev." first- preached, then Eev. Mr. Ericson was leader and then 
Bev. 0. Chilleen, still pastor, who in 1877 caused a neat church, 
Lebanon church as it was called, to be erected, with a spire and 
belfry and steeple, building 60x34 and 20 feet high ; seating capac- 
ity 600, gallery 100. The congregations are large and there Js a 
Sunday school of 40 pupils, and 200 communicants in the church. 
Bev. 0. Ghilleen was born in Sweden in 1841, emigrated in 1870. 
and came here in 1877. 

The Swedes seem generally an intelligent, industrious and hon- 
est race, and as many of them came hem with some means, they 
form a good element in the community, where labor is so scarce 
and so highly paid, and where a man soon secures an independence. 
Mr. John Hanson, now deceased, was even before Charles Johnson, 
and his children are claimed to be the first white children born here. 
This is claimed for his son Gharles, of Glaybanks, as he is now 31 
years old. In 1868, Gharles Johnson, now diseased, commenced 
to sell his lots. 

The Norwegians are older settlers than the Swedes, and have 
a church of their own, but at present no resident minister. They 
are building a parsonage, and expect to call the Bev. Mr. Amble. 
As it is contrary to the rules of the Swedish Ghurches for their 
members to join secret societies, the Scandinavian Benevolent Soci- 
ety is chiefly Norwegian. 



SGHOOLS. 

The first school house was an old log building, now removed, 
near where Mears' storehouse now is, which was used for church 
and election purposes as well. The first school taught in White- 
hall was a private school by Miss Polly Allen in the house of Dan- 
iel Basom, and continued three months with six or eight pupils. 
This was in 1860. Next year school district No. 1 of Mears was 
organized with J. D. Sturtevant, director; Moses Hall, moderator, 
and G. G. Thompson, assessor, and the first school after organiza- 
tion was taught by Phoebe Glark, afterwards Mrs. Moses Hall. A 



school house was built in 1862. About 1866 Mrs. Scott taught one 
term. 

In the fall of 1867 a second school house, the "Brown School" 
was built near the first, with one room seating 50 pupils, now 
Skeel's bakery. In the fall and winter of 1867, W. D. Southworth 
taught, and E. W. Hall in the spring of 1868. In the fall of 1868 
A. G. Elsworth was employed as principal and taught in the new 
building and Mrs. Scott taught in the old or "white" building, and 
at the close of the term the enrollment in the primary school was 
90, and in the high school 75 pupils, and another school was started 
and the three schools continued for three terms. In the summer 
of 1869 the "Brown School" was raised and made two stories. Mr.- 
Elsworth continued the next year with Miss Jennie Yerkes in 
charge of the intermediate and Mrs. L. B. Elsworth in charge of 
the primary. The first time the school was graded was in 1870, 
into Primary, Grammar ^and High School, which has continued 
with but few changes to the present. During the winter term of 
this year the School Board were compelled to start a fourth school 
with Miss Ellen Dyer (now Mrs. Dr. Marvin) in charge. In the 
summer of 1870 the old "white" school house was raised and also 
made two stories, providing another school room for fifty pupils. 
In the school year of 1870-71 there was four departments, with 
Mr. Elsworth again as principal; Miss Yerkes, Intermediate; Mrs. 
Elsworth, 2nd Primary; Miss Alice Wilder, 1st Primary. The year 
1871-72 P. H. Dowling was principal, Mrs. Hattie Hubbard, Inter- 
mediate, and the next three years G. L. Miner was principal and 
the last of the three another room was added to the "Brown" build- 
ing and five departments made. At the close of the fall term in 
1875 Mr. Miner resigned and Mr. A. G. Martin succeeded him for 
the balance of the school year, and in the fall of 1876 Prof. Slayton 
commenced his duties as principal. 

THE CENTRAL SCHOOL. 

The visitor inspecting the school cannot but be impressed with 
the spirit of order and neatness that pervades every department, 
being evidently inspired by a good headmaster, assisted by an effi- 
cient staff. The pupils seem to take pride in their school, try to 
move as orderly as possible and to keep off all marks from the 
waUs. Prof. Slayton is very conscientious and painstaking, and 
possesses mechanical genius in a high degree. He has an excellent 
collection for a museum in the school. 

Owing to a recent fire w^hich damaged some of the rooms the 
Board received for insurance over $2,000, and part of this has 
been judiciously expended in purchasing steel engravings and oil 
paintings of a high order, from New York, which adorn the walls 
in all the rooms, giving them an elegant appearance. Some of the 
paintings are pastoral and marine pieces and others are valuable his- 
torical paintings. They are inserted in heavy gilt frames, and some 
cover fifteen square feet of surface. 

The staff of teachers is as follows: Prof. A. W. Slayton, Su- 
perintendent; Miss A. E. Bing, teacher of the Grammar depart- 
ment, with about 40 pupils. She is now in the 4th year of her 
engagement at Whitehall. The 2nd Intermediate department is 
conducted by Miss Stella Borrison, a normal school graduarte, now 
in her 2nd year, with 55 pupils on the roll. The 1st Intermediate 
is under the care of Miss Garrie Galkins also in her 2nd year; the 
2nd Primary teacher is Miss Garrie Baxter, and the 1st Primary 
teacher is Miss Pauline McPherson with 90 on the roll of pupils. 
In this interesting room there is a complete Kindergarten. 

The school building is'of brick, 76x76 feet, and cost $14,000 
being two stories and a basement, and is considered the cheapest 
building in the State for the money. Hon. G. C. Thompson took 
a great deal of pains when director to see that it was weU and prop- 
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erly built, and A. C. Elsworth who was also on the Board and had 
been a former principal, deserves great credit for the part he took 
in getting plans and selling the bonds. 

Peof. Asa W. Slayton, principal of the Whitehall schools, is 
a model of what a real teacher should be, and never allows extra 
labor or expense to deter him from doing what he considers neces- 
sary to the success of his school. He is of a most ingenious 
mechanical disposition«and has constructed a variety of useful scien- 
tific apparatus mth his own hands, and his cases of specimens are 
well worthy of inspection. He has a kindly and conscientious man- 
ner of teaching which endears him to all those under his charge. 
He has been in Whitehall since 1876, and has over 30 years expe- 
rience as a teacher in Michigan. 

SAWMILLS. 

One great feature of Whitehall is its sawmills, wliich has been 
treated of under the heading of White Lake Sawmills on page 29- 
The history of how the Mears and the Daltons commenced saw- 
milling, and were followed by the Ferrys, Carletons, Alleys, Covells, 
Thompson, Lewis and others will be found interesting reading in the 
same place. Suffice it to say that Whitehall has the following saw- 
mills: Staples & Covell's; A. J. & C. E. Covell's, Alley & Go's, and 
Wilcox & Go's. Also the following shingle and planing mills : The 
Whitehall Manufacturing Co., Norris, Johnson & Miller's, Linder- 
man's, and Nufer & Garleton's. 



SOGIETIES. 

The chief societies in Whitehall are the Masonic, of which 
there is one lodge with some prospect of Eoyal Arch Ghapter, the 
Ejiights and the Ladies of Honor, the temperance societies and 
some others. There was once a flourishing Lodge of Oddfellows, 
but it is now defunct, and the Knights of Honor use their Hall. 
When they disbanded they had over $200 in their treasury. In 
1875 we learn that A. Mears as D. D. G. M., installed G. A. Oco- 
bockas N. G., T. Dawson as V. G., L. L. Marble secretary, and J. 
W. Ocobock treasurer. 

The Good Templars were organized in 1866 and lasted for sev- 
eral years. This society has experienced great fluctuations. 

MASONIC. 

This benevolent and social organization is in a flourishing state, 
and they now hold their communications and celebrate their mystic 
rites in a fine hall over Govell's block, having removed thither from 
the hall over Baker's Drug Store, in the fall of 1881. Beside spac- 
ious ante-rooms, there are lodge rooms for the projected Ghapter and 
the Blue Lodge, and they are fitted up in a very creditable manner. 
The Lodge is No. 310 of the Grand Eegistry of Michigan, and was 
instituted Oct. 10, 1872, being an offshoot from the Montague 
Lodge, of which all the charter members of No. 310 were members. 
The charter members were John Welch, G. G. Thompson, Ambrose 
Hood, H. E. Staples, E. Milhouse, Thomas Bennett, K. F. Morse, 
G. F. Goodrich, G. E. GoveU, W. P. Uiley, and James M. AUrick. 

The first Master and Wardens were: H. E. Staples, W. M.; K. 

F. Morse, S. W.; and G. E. GoveU, J. W. W. Bro. H. E. Staples 
"presided o'er the sons of light " until St. John the Baptist's festi- 
val, June 24, 1875, when C. E. Govell was elected and held com- 
mand until December 18, 1876, when H. E. Staples was re-elected. 
In December 27, 1878, K. F. Morse was Master, next H. E. 
Staples was re-elected, and in December, 1880, K. F. Morse was 
chosen Master. For 1882 the officers are K. F. Morse, W. M.; G. 

G. Delong, S. W.; E. H. Hinchman, J. W.; H. E. Staples, Treas- 
urer, H. Dudley Johnston, Secretary; George Ocobock, S. D. ; A. 
Hood, J. D.; and G. W. McKenzie, tyler. 



The lodge is in a flourishing condition, with a membership of 
over fifty, and meets on the Monday before full moon of each 
month. 

The Young Men's Ghristian Association was organized Jan. 
25, 1876, with G. W. Kedfern as President; K. F. Morse, Secreta- 
ry; and J. J. Gee, as Vice President, and for a time it was quite ac- 
tive. It is now rather dormant. H. A. Spink is President; A. L. 
Dickinson, Secretary, and F. Glazier, Treasurer. 

The Scandinavian Aid Society was instituted in 1876. The 
order is a benevolent and social one. Dues, 25 cents monthly, and 
initiation fee |200. Ole T. Oleson was was the first President, and 
has been Secretary. There are over 40 members. 

The Royal Templars of Temperance were organized March 4, 
1880, with a membership of 29. The order originated in Buffalo, 
N. Y. The first select Gouncillor was G. J. Moog, first Secretary, 
G. H. Nelson; first Vice Gouncillor, John Michener; first Treasur- 
er, H. Zeller; first Past Gouncillor, L. Richards. They meet in 
Mears' hall on every alternate Friday. 

The Knights of Honor is a very large and popular benevolent 
society and was organized here Aug. 22, 1877, as White River 
Lodge, with the Hon. G. M. Smith as First Past Dictator. Mr. 
Smith shortly after died, and in thirty days his widow received 
$2,000. 

The Knights and Ladies of Honor is also an associate branch 
of the Knights. 



THE GHURGHES. 

The churches of Whitehall are chiefly on one street and are 
built of wood. They are the Gongregational, Episcopal, Episcopal 
and Wesleyan Methodist, Baptist (without a pastor), Swedish and 
Norwegian. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

The first organization as a church was effected by the Gongre- 
gationahsts. Albert Mears and Stephen G. Hall, now of Muske- 
gon, having met with the Rev. P. R. Van Frank, an aged and 
retired Gongregational Minister, who lived on a farm at "the open- 
ings," now Mr. Baron's in Whitehall Township, conceived the idea 
that it would be a good idea to have divine services in the then 
thinly populated neighborhood, and having urged Mr. Van Frank to 
come, down and preach to them, he accepted and for two years 
until his death, faithfully labored in the Master's vineyard. The 
first members of the church were A. Mears and wife, a Mr. Mickel- 
son and wife, and Moses and S. G. Hall, then unmarried men. The 
meetings were held in an old log house, since removed to make way 
for Mears' barn. This log structure was one of the historic land- 
marks of Whitehall, as it was long used for meeting and was the 
only church and opera house for miles around. The first district 
school was held within its time-haUowed walls. Meetings of the 
Gongregationalist's were held here for some time, until a feehng 
arose for some finer temple of worship, and the result was that in 
1872 the fine wooden edifice on the corner of Spring and Division 
street was erected. The organization was effected by the labors of 
a clever man, the Rev. J. G. Schaefer, who added to his duties that 
of editor of the lorum which latter office led him into some trouble. 
Mr. VanFrank has left a son William who still lives in Montague 
township and operates in lumber. 

We give the names of most of the ministers with the dates of 
their appointment. Van Frank in 1863, Giddings in 1869, Schaefer 
1871, St. Glair in 1868, Watts, Brown in 1875, Barker, Waters, 
Bartlett in 1881. 

The present edifice on the comer of Division and Spring streets 
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was dedicated to divine service on Sunday, December, 1874, preach- 
ing morning and evening by Eev. I. E. Eor, D. D., of Chicago. 
Union services were held on the three previous days. The trustees 
were L. T. Covell, John Lewis, E. Vincent, W. P. Utley, F. H. 
Sturtevant, and Harlow Euggles. Treasurer, J. W. Ocobock; clerk 
George Moog. 

EPISCOPAL CHUECH. 

This church hke the others was a gradual growth, the nucleus 
being a few families of that denomination that successively came in. 
The church which is a neat wooden structure is on Division street 
not far from Colby. The present rector is Eev. E. J. Babcock, 
whose ministrations are very acceptable and who is noted for the 
maiiliness of his utterances. The church is named the Church of 
the Eedeemer. 

Fiom the records in the hands of the obliging secretary, Hon. 
C. C. Thompson we glean that on April 1, 1872, about the first 
annual meeting was held at which the following were elected vestry 
men: Hon. C. C. Thompson, B. F. Treat, G. M. Smith, Jos. Hutty, 
Jos. Heald, E. C. Dicey and W. H. Parks, of whom the first named 
was chairman, Mr. Dicey, secretary, Mr. Hutty senior warden. It 
was resolved to call the Eev. Wm. Thorp at $600 stipend in addi- 
tion to the missionary stipend. In September following, owing to 
resignations P. S. Cohn was elected Junior Warden and I. M. Wes- 
ton vestryman. In June, 1875, Thos. Woodhams was elected Sen- 
ior Warden, vice Park removed, and A. Mears vestryman, vice E. 
C. Dicey removed. 

Eev. Mr. Thorp having resigned after about a year's ministra- 
tion, the church was temporarily served, until the caU to Eev. Eobt. 
Wood in June, 1875, who remained four years, and who was suc- 
ceeded by the present incumbent in 1879. Mr. C. C. Thompson 
has acted as secretaiy since 1875. For 1882 the officials are Thos. 
Woodhams, Senior Warden; Jos. Webster, Junior Warden; B. F. 
Weston, Treasurer; C. C. Thompson, Secretary; H. D. Linsley, Sex- 
ton. 

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHUECH 

was begun about 27 years ago, by Elder Charles Chick, with 
about 17 worshipers, in Hobler's HaU, on Colby street. It was a 
mission station but shortly after became self-sustaining. The first 
year the parsonage on Slocum street was commenced, and finished 
the second year; value at present $1,200. The third year a church 
building was commenced on Division street, and dedicated and the 
debt was all provided for. The membership is about 75. Elder 
Chick did much of the work with his own hands. The Sunday 
School has over 100 pupils and about 20 teachers. 

THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHUECH 

is a neat wooden structure, the erection of which was com- 
menced in December, 1889. It is situated on Division street to the 
west of the other churches. 

THE POST OFFICE 

was established in 1862, Albert Mears, the first postmaster, 
holding the office for four years; next Wm. Simons, four months. 
Then followed Clark Parks, J. D. Sturtevant and P. I. Hedges; the 
last holding it four and a half years. Then February, 1879, the 
Hon. C. C. Thompson was appointed, and still holds the office to 
the satisfaction of all. The office was twice burned, first during 
Hedges' term, and next in 1881, but the contents were all saved. 
The first communication was by the White Eiver postoffice, which 
received mail once a week. 

The post-office is now centrally located in the rear of CoveU's 
Block, after having been held for a few months in the front of the 
same building after the last great fire of July, 1881. 



Peter Hobler moved the first hotel from Hard Landing in 1862, 
known as the Union Hotel. Sold to Charles Cook in 1867, but in 
1869 Hobler took it again, but it was afterwards burned down. 

Next A. A. Cain moved the Cosmopolitan from "The Mouth," in 
1865, and it was kept successively by himself, Wm. Sprigg, Wm. 
Simons, John Simons, J. T. Spearman, M. Dodge & Son, 
(1871-4), and H. Harwood, under whom it was burned in the great 
fire of 1881. 

The old Mears House was built by John Gustavus. 

In 1881 there were two hotels, the Cosmopolitan, kept by Messrs. 
Harwood, and the Mears House by Col. T. S. Watson. They were 
both below the tunnel and vanished in smoke in the great fire of 
July, 1881, and the village was without a hotel, private houses 
were thrown open by the hospitahty of their owners, and the 
Franklin House in Montague was full to overflowing. The first to 
open a hotel was Mr. Watson, in the large building formerly oc- 
cupied by the Forum, which was altered by the proprietor, Albert 
Mears, into a commodious hotel of three stories, and on an adjoin- 
ing lot a large addition is being made. This is a well kept first- 
class house. 

Messrs. Harwood have also built a large veneered brick build- 
ing just below the town, in which they have a large amount of room. 
This is also an excellent house, 

THE EAGLE^TANNEEY 

is a large and prosperous institution lying between A. J. & C. E. 
CoveU's and Alley & Co.'s saw-mills, and is managed by a joint 
stock company of which Mr. Austin is president, A. M. McConnell 
secretary, and the head office is at 203 Lake street, Chicago, amount 
of capital $175,000, originaUy f 50,000. The building is 155x40 
feet, engine 20 horse power with two 50 horse power boilers ; num- 
ber of vats 100, and it uses annually 1,400 cords of bark. It makes 
a specialty of preparing leather for book binding and pocket books, 
and is the only mill in the state that engages in such work. 

Lemuel Eichards is the manager, and is a very worthy gentle- 
man, taking a deep interest also in temperance and benevolent or- 
ganizations and in whatever concerns the morals of the community. 
He came to Whitehall in 1879 from Milwaukee to take charge of the 
works, having had extended experience in the management of tan- 
neries 

August Edlund, son of Chas. G. and Annie Edlund, was born 
in Sweden in 1857, and came to Whitehall in 1871, and has, since 
1875 worked in the tannery. Married in August, 1877, Miss Mary 
Huffman, of Ludington, by whom he has one child, Carrie, born 
Feb. 10, 1881. 

Chas. Edlund, brother of August, and dyer in Eagle Tan- 
nery, Whitehall, was born in Sweden in November, 1849, and 
landed in New York without a penny, and the first man he met, a 
fellow countryman, tried to entrap him, but did not succeed. He 
met a friend in the city who assisted him, and he worked three 
months in an iron furnace in Pennsylvania, and 'did not get his 
money. He then went to the coal mines, but could get no work 
and was on the point of being put out of his boarding house, when 
fortune smiled, and he worked on there until Spring, when he went 
to Chicago, where he worked in mills. He has worked in White- 
hall since 1873, and has accumulated some property. Married 
January 1st, 1873 Miss Annie Wilson. His family are Chas. G., 
born 1873, John E. in 1875, Louisa Maria in 1877 and Christ Olaus 
in 1880. 

Henky a. Zellek, currier, Whitehall, was bom in Germany in 
1849, and at 19 immigrated to Chicago, where he remained six 
years, learning his trade at the Union Hide and Leather Co.'s. He 
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came to Whitehall in 1874 and has worked ever since in the Eagle 
Tanning Co. He married Miss Augusta Schlater, formerly of Han- 
over, by whom he has had five children, one of whom is dead. Eesi- 
dence Lake street. 

Thomas E. Shakp, practical currier and tanner at Eagle Tannery, 
Whitehall, was born in Scotland in 1839, .but removed at an early 
age to Cardiff, Wales, and coming to America in 1869, as he was 
sent for to work in a tannery in Steuben County, N. Y. After re- 
maining a year he came to Chicago, where he stayed three years, 
until 1878, when he'removed to Whitehall. Mr. S. is married, has 
two fine boys, and is a member of the society of Freemasons and a 
Royal Templar of Temperance. 

JuiLus JoHNSEN, curricr at Eagle Tannery, Whitehall, born in 
1841 in Norway, came here in 1867, having previously lived in Chi- 
cago, Battle Creek and Jackson, for over ten years. Married and 
has seven children. 

Isaac H. Bkisco, engineeer of Eagle Tannery, born in Schuyler, 
Co., N. Y,, 1826, worked on his father's farm until 80 years old. 
When 20 he married Lucinda L. Hewitt, of the same place, by 
whom he has four children. Came to Steuben Co. nine years after, 
and thence to Whitehall, coming with Alleys from N. Y. state, be- 
ing a carpenter and millwright by trade. Has worked since 1876 at 
the Eagle Tannery. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

of Whitehall was established in June, 1878, the fire engine, a Silsby, 
having been purchased at a cost of ^7,500 in May previous. It is a 
rotary engine, nickel plated. The organization is a voluntary one, 
the engineer being the only salaried ofiicer. H. E. Staples is perpetual 
president and Fred Hinman engineer. The engine is greatly ad- 
mired, having been tested in many a fire, (over 80 to date) and in 
1881 she saved the whole east end of the town. The department 
has 40 members, 1 engine, 2 hose carts, 1,600 feet of hose. 

THE CEMETERY 

lies to the east of the town out on the State road, and consists 
of about four acres of beautiful undulating land in a square field just 
across a romantic ravine. Until the summer of 1881 it was allowed 
to be overrun with scrub oak and bushes, and presented a neglected 
aspect. But in that year most of it was cleared up. Some very 
creditable monuments are erected, among which are those of the 
Hinchman family, those for the children of F. A. Fish, formerly 
engineer of Heald's mills, and the monument of Peter Dalton, and 
Mrs. John Welch are also very fine. 

The cemetery was purchased in 1864, by the township of White- 
hall. 

L. T. COVELl's block, 

On corner of Mear's avenue and Colby street is an elegant 
structure 50x80 feet, with three stories and basement, a double 
store with hall above, and there is vacant ground to the north to 
put in three more stores to come up to the other Covell block. 



SOME OF THE PIONEEKS. 

Below we select a few of the prominent pioneers and early 
settlers, commencing with 

Charles Mears, of 254 S. Water St., Chicago, who has al- 
] eady been referred to in the history of early saw milling in White 
Lake. He has been largely identified with the rise and develop- 
ment of Northern Muskegon and Mason and Oceana Counties, in 
which latter county Mears is named in his honor. He was born in 
1814 in North Billerica, Mass., and educated first in his native 
place and afterward in the academies of Westford, Mass., and 



Hopkinton, N. H., and received a good commercial education. He 
commenced as a general merchant in Lowell, Mass., but in the faU 
of 1886 he left for Michigan, importing a stock of goods for him- 
self and his brothers, Edwin and Nathan, into Paw Paw, The 
financial crisis of 1837 tried aU, but E. & C. Mears & Co. stood the 
storm. It is unnecessary to repeat here his memorable voyage to 
White Lake, and his subsequent building of the old water mill. 
He built the Duck Lake mill in 1847. In 1850 he went to Mason 
County, and in 1860 was elected to the State Senate. He has built 
fiYe harbors on the east coast of Lake Michigan : at Duck Lake, 
White Lake, Pentwater, Ludington, and Pere Marquette. He has 
resided for years in Chicago, hale and hearty, attending daily to his 
large real estate business. 

Albert Mears, merchant at Whitehall, is one of the earliest 
pioneers of this region, and was born in Billerica, Mass., eighteen 
miles from Boston, in 1821. He was educated at the academy in 
his native place, and at Hopkinton, N. H. In 1836 he went to 
Paw Paw, Mich., with his three elder brothers and went into mer- 
cantile business. In the spring of 1887, in company with his elder 
brother Chafles he sailed down the river from Paw Paw and along 
the lake shore, until, after a series of adventures, he arrived at 
White Lake, and selected a site for a mill at Silver Creek, four 
miles up White Eiver, at what is now Dalton's mill. The adven- 
tures of the Mears brothers in settling at Whitehall are matters of 
history and will be found fuUy detailed in another part of this 
volume. After enduring hardships until fall, and fearing that his 
brother Charles could not return from the East, whither he had 
gone for mill machinery, Albert and a man named Herrick, now of 
Eacine, Wis., returned to Paw Paw. A few yeara after he came 
again to White Lake, but in 1852 he went away for nine years to 
California, after which he returned to Whitehall where he has ever 
since resided. He took his present store near the lake shore at the 
foot of Colby street, and kept a complete stock of general goods, 
which was until 1867 the only store in the vicinity. His fall stock 
was sometimes as high as $50,000. He was the first postmaster 
of Whitehall in 1862 up to 1866, his salary at first being only fllO 
a year, while at the close of his term it was $440. Mr. Mears 
resigned as he found the duties too onerous, and Mr. Simons was 
appointed but resigned in disgust in three weeks. Mr. Mears has 
been supervisor for years, school director, moderator, and president 
of the bank. He is married and had one daughter. The following 
from the Forum of 1875 is a true indication of how Mr. M. is 
regarded by his neighbors : "Mr. Mears' nomination is an unsought 
and an unbought honor. He is not a politician nor ring trickster, 
but a plain blunt man, who minds his own business and that which 
is entrusted to him. He has no ax to grind. He takes care of the 
people's money, and has never been known to sacrifice the public 
interest for private gain. He carefully provides* for the deserving 
poor, but turns a deaf ear to the entreaties of the slothful and 
vicious. As a member of the Board of Supervisors he is distin- 
guished for his urbanity thorough acquaintance with the business 
in hand and earnest endeavor to promote the interest of the town 
he represents. He is always forced to take ofiice, and if one is 
required to lead the ticket he is selected." In the spring of 1882 he 
had the misfortune to lose his only child. 

Gn.Es Bryan Slocum, of Trenton, Wayne County, Michigan, 
was born in the town of Saratoga, Saratoga County, New York, 
July 11, 1808. His great grandfather, Jonathan Slocum, was a 
Quaker who about the year 1774 moved with a numerous family 
from Warwick, Kent County, Ehode Island, to Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsylvania. He was among the sufferers by the Wyoming 
Massacre, and was killed by the Indians in 1778. Giles Slocum, 
eldest son of Jonathan Slocum and grandfather of Giles B. Slocum, 
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was one of the sixty who escaped with their Hves in the battle and 
massacre of Wyoming. His sister Frances, then five years of age, 
was carried off by the Indians, and after a captivity of sixty years 
was found by General Ewing in 1837 near Logansport, Indiana. 
A very interesting account of this circumstance by Lossing is now 
extant. Giles Slocum was a volunteer in Sullivan's expedition 
against the Indians in the Genesee Yalley. He moved from 
Pennsylvania to the town of Saratoga, Saratoga County, New York, 
soon after the close of the War of the Eevolution, settling 
about four miles from the site of the present Saratoga Springs. He 
purchased his farm of General Schuyler of Revolutionary fame, 
and they became warm friends. Jeremiah Slocum, son of Giles 
Slocum, and Betty Bryan (Slocum), who was of a Connecticut family, 
were the parents of Giles B. Slocum, the subject of this sketch. 
His boyhood years were passed on a farm about two miles 
from the scene of Burgoyne's surrender. He had the educational 
advantanges which the common schools afforded, and during his 
early manhood taught school three winters in the neighborhood of 
Saratoga and one near Lockport, New York. He spent the summer 
of 1830 farming in Northern New York on the kyx Sable River. 
His first visit to the West was in 1831, when he landed at Detroit, 
and after exploring the country up Block and Pine Rivers, and from 
Lake Huron to the Maumee River, he settled for the winter at 
Toledo, Ohio, then called Vistula, and assisted in lapng out the 
town plat. He had the only store there, and was engaged in 
getting out timber for building the first wharf at that place. On 
the death (*i his father in 1832 he returned to the East and pur- 
chased the interest of aU the heirs in his father's old homestead. 
He returned to Michigan early in the year 183'2, and spent the 
winters of 1832 and 1833 in the stave business at the head of 
Swan Creel: Bay, now Newport, Monroe County, Michigan, where 
he estabhshed a store, and succeeded in getting the small steamers, 
"Jack Downing," "Jackson," and "General Brady," to run up 
Swan Creek from Lake Erie to his place. In the spring of 1834, 
among other pioneer experiences, he paddled a canoe from the city 
of Jackson down the Grand River to Grand Rapids. In the sum- 
mer of 1834 he established the first store and dock at Truaxton, 
now Trenton, Wayne County, Michigan, and continued in the mer- 
cantile business there for many years. In 1837 he sold the old 
homestead in New York, and became a Western man. Among his 
land purchases in the vicinity of Trenton was a frontage of over 
three miles on Detroit River. For twenty years following 1837 
he turned his attention to farming and sheep raising, and during 
that time was the largest wool grower in Michigan; and during 
the past forty years he has cleared and brought under cultivation 
fifteen hundred acres of land in the vicinity of Trenton, the timber 
from which has been shipped to New York as staves, used in ship- 
building at Trenton, or as cord wood sold to steamboats. He was 
also engaged from 1843 to 1851 in driving piles and building docks 
in Detroit, Windsor, Spring Wells, Trenton, Sandwich, Gibraltar 
and Grosse Isle. In 1859 Mr. Slocum and Mr. Charles Mears, of 
Chicago, having each previously purchased tracts of land on White 
River and White Lake, laid out. the present village of Whitehall, 
Muskegon County, Michigan. Mr. Slocum now holds a body of 
land in the village limits and in the vicinty outside the corporate 
boundaries. 

About the year 1847 Mr. Slocum made a contract with the 
County of Wayne to build two bridges across the river Rouge, and 
to receive his pay in State lands. These lands he located in the 
Townships of Casnovia, Moorland and Ravenna, Muskegon County. 
This property has become valuable, and is known as Slocum' s Grove. 
He has built a mill there on Crockery Creek, and cleared up a farm. 
He also owns several other tracts of land in the county. Mr. Slo- 



cum was a member of the convention which organized the Republi- 
can party at Jackson in 1854, under the leadership of the late 
lamented Senator Jacob M. Howard; and has ever since been a 
member of the party. In 1856 Mr. Slocum took an active in- 
terest in the construction of the Detroit, Monroe & Toledo Rail- 
road, and was a member of the first Board of Directors. In 1861, 
and during the war, he was an earnest supporter of the Government 
and Sanitary Commission, and was influential in raising men and 
money. He is one of the Trustees of the Saratoga Monument As- 
sociation of New York. In 1838 Mr. Slocum married Sophia Maria 
Brigham, daughter of Abraham C. Truax, Esq., founder of the vil- 
lage of Trenton. Three children have been born to them, two of 
whom survive; a son, Elliot T., is the subject of another sketch, 
and a daughter, Libbie T., now Mrs. J. B. Nichols, of Detroit. 

Hon. Elliott T. Slocum was born at Trenton, Wayne Co., 
Michigan, May 15, 1839, and spent his early years farming in that 
vicinity. He prepared for college at the Episcopal school for boys 
kept by Rev. Moses Hunter, on Grosse Isle, and graduated at Union 
College, Schenectady, N. Y., in the class of 1862. His diploma was 
one of the last signed by Dr. Eliphalet Nott for so many years pres- 
ident of that institution. He took his second degree from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan in 1869. Mr. Slocum represented the third 
senatorial district in the State Legislature, during the years 1869 
and 1870, and has taken much interest in pohtics, especially in that 
of the several elections for United States senators for Michigan. Mr. 
Slocum is also an active business man, and has taken charge of the 
business in Muskegon County at Whitehall and' other places. He 
was one of the first directors of the Chicago & Canada Southern 
Railroad, having its terminus at Slocum' s Junction, near where the 
Canada Southern Railroad crosses the Detroit River. Mr. Slocum 
married July 30, 1872, Charlotte Gross, daughter of the late Ran- 
some E. Wood, Esq., an old resident and wealthy capitahst of Grand 
Rapids. Mr. and Mrs. Slocum have made two pleasant trips to 
Europe, one of six months in 1872, and one of a year in 1879-80, 
taking in Constantinople, Athens, Rome, and other places of inter- 
est. Mr. Slocum now resides on West Fort Street, Detroit. 

Theodoee S. Watsom, of the Mears Hotel, was born in Water- 
town, N. Y., in 1844, removed with his father, S. J. B. Watson to 
White River in 1850, where he remained until the breaking out of 
the civil war, when he enhsted in the 2nd Michigan Cavalry organ- 
ized under Col. Copeland at Grand Rapids. But this organization 
did not leave the State, and he went back to White River, when in 
the spring of 1862 he joined the 5th Michigan Cavalry, organized 
at Detroit. After driUing three months at Washington they were 
sent to Fairfax, Ya,, raiding for six months against Moseby, on 
Aldine Upperville Turnpike. Thence to Fredericksburg, taking part 
in that engagement in Curtis' s brigade. After pasdng through 
Gettysburg, Brandy Station (two battles), Mr. Watson was taken 
prisoner Oct. 10, 1863, with 500 others, when Lee advanced on the 
Rapidan ford. He then passed through one and a half years of 
prison hfe of great severity, so that he was a perfect skeleton when 
he emerged from the prison pen. He was three weeks in Libby, six 
weeks in a Richmond tobacco factory, then at Belle Island on James 
River, where he remained tiU April, 1864. Thence for eleven months 
to Camp Andersonville, where the notorious Wirz was jailer. When 
Stoneman raided into Georgia, he was moved to Charleston, S. C, 
thence to Somerston, S. C, thence to Sahsbury, N. C;, where he 
was released at Sherman's advance, when he was taken on pack 
horses to the sea, and thence to Camp Chase, Ohio, whence, after 
two months' treatment, he was removed to a Washington hospital for 
another month, after which, as the war was over, he was honorably 
discharged with the regiment, and returned to White River for one 
year. He then went away for two years to Watertown, N. Y., 
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thence to Brockville, Ont., where he was eleven years foreman for 
Bell & Booth, contractors, Grand Trunk Eailroad conductor three 
years, and city contractor three years. In 1879 he returned to 
Whitehall, engaging in the hotel business, was burnt out in Mears 
House with heavy loss in July, 1881, but has now the new Mears 
Hotel, where the Forum was formerly published. Col. Watson is 
married and has three children. 

Chaeles Johnson, shingle mill owner, Whitehall, was born in 
Sweden in 1826, and arrived in New York Aug. 11, 1853, where he 
worked until the following May at |5.00 a month, when he left for 
Chicago ; but in August he arrived in White Kiver, working for Mr. 
Dalton, and then for Mr. Carleton at lumbering. In 1869 he bought 
into a shingle mill in Whitehall, from Miller & Hageman, the firm 
being now Johnson & Miller, and the mill cuts 50,000 to 60,000 a 
day. The mill is next to Hughes, Linderman & Ames', and his 
residence, which is a beautiful place, is on corner of Lake and 
Spring Sts. He is also a farmer. He was last married in 1875, 
having three children by his first wife and one by the last. Mr. 
Johnson is emphatically a self made man. A view of his fine resi- 
dence and grounds with portraits of himself and wife will be found 
in this work. 

Jesse D. Pullman, foreman of Staples & Covell's saw mill, was 
born in Onondaga Co., N. Y., March 17, 1833. He married in 1854, 
Hannah L. Owen, of Jefferson County, and has two children. In 
the following year he came west to Chicago, and there formed the 
acquaintance of Eev. W. M. Ferry, and engaged to take charge of 
the mill and store of Ferry & Co., at White Eiver, the firm consist- 
ing then of the present Senator and his brother the late Noah H. 
Ferry. After three years service with this firm Mr. Pullman tried 
farming for five years in North Oceana, but in that time sunk the 
$8,000 he had made in milling. After various changes, the last of 
which was keeping grocery in Chicago, he returned in 1867 to 
Montague and took charge of Ferry, Dowling &Co.'s saw mill for 
five years; was in charge of Heald & Co.'s one year; partner of 
A, B. Bowen & Co. three years; and since 1875 foreman for Staples 
& Covell. He has been a very active and efficient public officer, 
having held many positions of trust ; was Magistrate at White Eiver 
for many years in the days when they were clothed with the powers 
of a Circuit Judge, when S. J. B. Watson was bailiff, with his cellar 
for jail. Mr. Pullman took an active part in the organization of the 
county, and was at first almost its only advocate in White Eiver. At 
the first election of officers he was elected Judge of Probate. He 
has been Justice of the Peace of Whitehall Tov/nship, three years 
on village Board of Education, Whitehall, and two years Director 
of Schools; took an active part in organizing the Presbyterian 
church and Union Sunday-school in Montague; and in re-organizing 
the Congregational Church in Whitehall. Mr. PuUman is highly 
respected by his extensive circle of friends, and possessing a very 
clear head and active memory, is full of reminiscences of early 
days. 

John A. Wheeler, M. D., of Grand Eapids, was born in On- 
tario Co., N. Y., in 1832, and when eight years old came to Wayne 
Co., Mich., and in a few weeks to Washtenaw, thence to HoweU, 
where he remained with his parents until he graduate! in medicine, 
at Michigan University. He had the advantage of studying with 
his father, also a physician, and practiced with him for one year, 
removed to the mouth of White Lake in 1856, and in 1863 remov- 
ing to Whitehall, entering into dry goods business. In 1868 went 
into drugs in Hood's building. But his most fortunate venture was 
in securing extensive tracts of pine lands, chiefly on the Manistee, 
Pere Marquette, and Muskegon Eivers, in all about 30,000 acres, 
of which he stiU retains about 2,000 acres, valued at f 50,000. He 
was Supervisor of Oceana for two years, and has been on School 



Board. He married in 1861, Miss Elizabeth Goodwin, of Grand 
Eapids, and has two daughters, both born at White Eiver; Fannie, 
born in 1863; Mary, in 1865. In the summer of 1881 he removed 
to Grand Eapids. 

Col. William Weston, of Milwaukee, Wis., was born at Madi- 
son, Somerset Co., Me., March 18th, 1810, son of Deacon Benjamin 
Weston, one of the first settlers and the heaviest tax payer in the 
town. His Grandfather, — Samuel Weston, who came of English 
Puritan stock, moved from Massachusetts to Somerset coimty prior 
to the revolutionary war, Mrs. Weston being the first white woman 
to reside in the county. For several years they lived part of the 
time in a fortified block house on an isl9;nd in the Kennebec river for 
protection from hostile Indians. Samuel Weston served as a vol- 
unteer aid to Gen. Benedict Arnold during his famous invasion of 
Canada, and died from exposure during the terrible march through 
the wilds of northern Maine. William Weston received an 
academic education at the Farmington (Me) Academy. Upon at- 
taining his majority he engaged in mercantile business at North 
Anson, Me. He also commenced lumbering soon after, and late^ 
built an extensive woolen factory, saw mill and flouring mill at the 
same place. He was for some time head selectman of the town, 
captain of a local artillery company, and later major and then 
colonel of his regiment. On Sept. 11th, 1839, he was commissioned 
Colonel of the Artillery Eegiiiient, 1st brigade, 8th division, Maine 
militia. He was married in 1838 to Susan Church of Farmington, 
Maine, who died in 1842, and in 1844 he married Marianne Hopkins. 
The financial panic of 1857 created so much business depression in 
Maine that he commenced buying j)ine lands on White river, 
Michigan, in 1859, and the same year removed to Milwaukee, Wis., 
which has since been his home. He purchased large tracts of pine 
land on White, Muskegon and Manistee rivers, and commenced 
lumbering on White river, 1862. The same Fall he purchased the 
Thompson and Covell mill, then the only steam saw miU in what is 
now Whitehall. He continued lumbering at Whitehall until 1879. 
He Avas also President and principal owner of the Lumberman's 
State Bank at Whitehall. In 1879 he sold his banking interests to 
his oldest son I. M. Weston, who succeeded him as President of the 
bank, and has since devoted himself mainly to the management of 
his real estate interests. He has three children, I. M. Weston and 
B. F. Weston, lumbermen and bankers at Whitehall, and Charles E. 
Weston of Milwaukee, Wis., who has extensive lumber interests on 
the Chippewa river in Wisconsin. 

Isaac M. Weston, of Whitehall, Michigan, was born at North 
Anson, Me., April 20th, 1845, and is son of Col. Wm. Weston, a 
prominent lumber and woolen manufacturer. In 1859 he moved with 
his father to Milwaukee, Wis. In 1862 was in Minnesota during the 
Sioux Indian war and served in the same as Lieutenant of a regiment 
which the state put in the field. In 1863 he entered the literary de- 
partment University of Michigan at Ann Arbor as member of the class 
of 1867. He left the University in 1865 and accepted the position of 
Military Store keeper at Fort Laramie, Dakota, where he remained 
during the Sioux Indian war of 1865. January 1866 he was trans- 
ferred to Salt Lake City, Utah, where he held the same position at 
Camp Douglas. In 1867 he came to Whitehall, Mich., where his 
father had extensive lumber interests and became the resident, 
managing partner of the firm of Wm. Weston & Son. He has since 
been an extensive mill man and lumber man on White Lake. An 
examining of the books of White Eiver Log and Booming Co., at 
Montague, shows that in 1881 I. M. Weston & Co., handled more 
logs than any other Whitehall firm. In 1877, he added banking to 
lumbering business by taking the cashiership of the Lumberman's 
State Bank at Whitehall which he soon after reorganized as the First 
National Bank of which he is still President and principal owner. 
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January 1st, 1881, he became an owner and cashier of the Farmers 
and Mechanics'Bank at Grand Eapids, Mich., and now divides his time 
between Whitehall and Grand Rapids. He was for many years a 
leading vestryman and treasurer of the Episcopal church at Whitehall. 
In politics he is a Democrat and has managed several county cam- 
paigns for his party. During the presidential contest of 1880, he was 
a member of the State Central Committee for the Fifth Congress- 
ional District which position he still holds. During the same year 
he was nominated at Detroit as the Democratic candidate for state 
treasurer, but in common with the whole ticket was defeated. 

B. F. Weston, son of the Hon. Wihiam Weston, of Milwau- 
kee, whose portrait adorns this work, was bom in Somerset County, 
Maine, Dec. 1847. His education was obtained at the Lawrence 
University, and the Northwestern University, at Evanston, 111. 
Mr. Weston is of a quiet unassuming disposition, and "pursues the 
noiseless tenor of his way" by scrupulously attending to his exten- 
sive lumber business, being largely interested in the purchase and 
sale of pine lands and logs, of which he owns great amounts. He 
has been eminently successful. Office in the National Bank build- 
ing, Whitehall. 

Hon. Chaeles C. Thompson was born June 4, 1831, in Beek. 
mantown, CHnton County, N. Y., and is the son of Shubal T. and 
Margaret J. Thompson. His father, a soldier of the war of 1812, 
afterwards '^became a Methodist minister. Mr. Thompson passed 
his boyhood in alternate work on the farm and at school, and final- 
ly devoted himself entirely to farming for a number of years. In 
his twentieth year he married Harriet M. Dewey, of Clinton County, 
N. Y. He attributes to her much of the success which has attend- 
ed him. Soon after his marriage he removed to Grafton, 111, where 
he farmed for seven years. During this time he took charge not 
only of himself but of his younger brothers and sisters, who were 
thrown upon his care by the death of his father. In 1857 he set- 
tled at White Lake, Mich., and in the following year he bought a 
saw mill in connection with A. J. Covell at the head of the lake, 
where Whitehall now stands. In 1859 he purchased Mr. Covell's 
interest, and for two years worked the mill alone. At the end of 
that time he opened a general store with Mr. Covell and another 
gentleman as partners, which business in connection with lumber- 
ing was carried on for four years, when the company sold the mill 
and built a schooner, the Maggie Thompson, of 160 tons for ship- 
ping lumber. In 1867 Mr. Thompson again bought out Mr. 
Covell's interest, and for two years carried on business with his 
Chicago partner. Mr. Thompson contributes largely of his time 
and means for the development of Whitehall. He was a member 
of the first Common Council, and has been President of the village. 
Trustee and .Supervisor. He has been for years a member of the 
Board of Education, and has labored zealously for the improvement 
of education. As a Representative in the State Legislature of 1873- 
4, he earned the reputation of a faithful, earnest and conscientious 
legislator. In 1854 he was actively engaged in organizing the first 
lodge of Good Templars in Grafton, 111. He has been a member of 
the Masonic Fraternity since 1866. He is liberal in his religious 
views; in politics, a Eepublican. He is frank axid open hearted, 
and is noted for his power of sarcasm and quickness of repartee, 
and for industry and uncommon tenacity of purpose. He is now 
Postmaster of the village, an office he has held since Hayes' admin- 
istration. His wife died in September, 1867, leaving one child, 
Margaret, the first white child bom in Whitehall, who was married 
to Major Geo. Green, now of Duluth, June, 1881. Mr. Thompson 
has had six children, but one of whom, the daughter above men- 
tioned, has survived. In all that concerns the development of 
White Lake and the county Mr. Thompson 1ms ever been promi- 
nent and ready to devote his time and means, and he has been of 



no small service to the community in all that concerns the publio 
welfare. 

Davh) J. Foster, late retired merchant, of Whitehall, was bom 
in Union Village. Conn., in 1805, being the son of a hotel keeper. 
When young he left home and established at Petersham, Mass., a 
button factory, store and hotel, besides running the largest freight 
an ! stage business from Worcester to Brattleboro west with the 
Hon. G. Twitchell, late President of the Boston & Albany K. K., as 
his chief Avhip. In 1842 all his property was burnt, and he was 
left with but $25,000, with which he estabhshed at Boston a busi- 
ness in importing tailors' trimmings. In the crisis of 1857 he failed 
and paid 50 cents on the dollar, but in two years had paid in full 
interest and principal. In 1863 he retired from business, having 
previously visited White Eiver and bought of the Eogers' estate 
3,000 acres of pine land in 1859. In 1864 his second son, Alfred 
J., came to Whitehall and in connection with his father in 1867 es- 
tablished a large mercantile business, with branch stores at Hespe- 
ria, and at Denver up the river. In 1866 he erected at a cost of 
$8,000 that wooden block known as the Foster block and consumed 
in 1881. Mr. Foster spent portions of his time in the east as half 
his estates were there. He was a man of enterprise, ready to sec- 
ond anything for the good of Whitehall. . He built thirteen dwel- 
lings, besides improving numerous lots. Naturally of a vigorous, 
energetic temperament, he was at last carried ofi* July 23, 1881, by 
ossification of the heart in presence of all his family. Married Miss 
Charlotte Fowle, of Boston. Children: Lottie F., George E., 
(manager of a large insurance company) ; Lucinia (Mrs. Tripp, of 
Boston); Albert J., Julia A., (Mrs. C. R. Howard)'. Mrs. Foster 
is still vigorous at 76 years of age. 

Arthue Carleton, of Nufer & Carleton's shingle mill, was 
bom in St. Clair County, Mich., in 1843, and when eight years of 
age his father, the Hon. I. E. Carleton, moved to White River, 
and took up a mill two miles north of the trading post. At sixteen 
young Arthur entered his father's miU, and has been five years in 
connection with Mr. Nufer in tallying and six years in the shingle 
mill. He married Miss Caroline Moore, of Wisconsin, and has a 
family of three children. Was a member of the village board of 
Whitehall in 1881. 

W. F. Nufer, shingle mill owner, Whitehall, was born in 
Franklin County, 0., in 1848. His mother having died when he 
was three years old, he was bound out to a farmer, but in the fall 
of 1865 we find him piHng lumber in -Muskegon, and arriving in 
Whitehall June 17, 1866, where he was lumber inspector for eleven 
years. He then went into the shingle business with Covell, Nufer 
& Co., and three years after built a mill on the old Parks site further 
west with Arthur Carleton with a capacity of 150,000 a day. Mar- 
ried Miss EUen M. McGread, of Lockport, 111., and has a family of 
five children. Has been a member of the village board and of the 
school board, and assistant chief the fire department. Mr. Nufer 
came to Whitehall with nothing but an invincible determination to 
succeed and has acquired quite a competency. 

Hon. George Morthmer Smith, late of Whitehall, was bom 
March 16, 1841, at Springfield, Otsego County, N. Y., and received 
his education at the common schools and at Alfred University, Al- 
leghany County, N. Y. He learned telegraphy and was first em- 
ployed on the Atlantic & Great Western Railway, at Salamanca, 
N. Y., and was promoted to be first superintendent of telegraphs 
and train despatches on the same road. He subsequently occupied 
a similar position on the Blossburg, Corning & Tioga Railway. In 
1867 he entered as bookkeeper the Homellsville Lumber Co., at 
Whitehall. A few years later he purchased an interest in the com- 
pany, and directly afterward became a member of the new firm, 
which bought out the old partnership of J. AUey & Co. He took 
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an interest in the advancement of Whitehall and served one term as 
its President. In the fall of 1876 he was Eepresentative in the 
Michigan Legislature, and acted as chairman of the Committee on 
State Prisons, and as a member of the Committee on Eailroads. 
He was a member of the societies of Odd Fellows and Masons, being 
a member of the Painted Post Lodg^^, at Corning; of the DeMolai 
Commandery, at Hornellsville ; and of the Corning Consistory of 
Scottish Eites, and was a conservative Eepiiblican in politics. In 
, 1856 he married Miss Ehoda F. Alley, who survives him with four 
children: Anna, born at Hornellsville July 27, 1868; William A., 
April 17, 1870; George M. Jr., May 6, 1875; and James A., in 
Feb. 6, 1879. Mrs. Smith is daughter of James AUey, Esq., of 
Hornellsville, N. Y., who has been for many years prominently 
identified with the Eepublican party of western New York. Mr. 
Smith died on Sunday, Feb. 6, 1880 in Michigan City, where he 
had been taken for treatment, and was buried in Whitehall amid a 
numerous concourse of mourning friends by the Knight Templars 
and other Free Masons, and the Knights of Honor. 

A. C. Elsworth, lawyer, was born in Geauga Co., 0., in 1842; 
educated at Hiram College, when the late President Garfield was 
president of that institution; commenced the study of law at Lowell, 
Mich. ; admitted to the bar at Eavenna, Ohio, in April, 1868, and 
came the same year to Whitehall to assume the duties of High 
School Principal, which he satisfactorily discharged for three years. 
In 1871 he opened an office for the practice of law in which he has 
been engaged ever since, having established an extensive and lucra- 
tive business. He held the position on the schooL board for six 
years; of village attorney for over five years, and has been Superin- 
tendent of Schools for Whitehall Township from 1877 to 1880. 
Married Miss Lucia Bisbee, of Ohio, and has three children. Mr. 
Elsworth is a prominent and useful citizen, and his influence is al- 
ways exerted for the good of the community. His portrait will be 
found in this work. 

James Alley, of Hornellsville, N. Y., of the firm of J. Alley & 
Co., Whitehall, was born in Cayuga Co., N. Y., in 1810. Although 
brought up on a farm he turned his attention to mercantile life, and 
also to lumbering; came to this county in 1867, and erected the 
mill known as the New York Mill, in connection with an associa- 
tion called the Hornellsville Lumber Co., but after various transfers 
it was bought by Mr. Alley, Charles Alley, his only son, and the 
Hon. G. M. Smith, who married his only daughter, Ehoda F. Mr. 
A. is still hale and vigorous, and has always taken a deep interest 
in the cause of the Union, being still a prominent Eepublican pol- 
itician of New York State. 

Chakles Alley, son of the Hon. James AUey, a prominent 
Eepublican of HorneUsviUe, N. Y., was born in Howard, Steuben 
Co., N. Y., in 1839. At ten years of age he removed to HorneUs- 
viUe, where he was educated at the High School, and at Alfred Uni- 
versity, N. Y. When of age he became associated with his father 
in business and came to WhitehaU in May, 1871, and has since 
buUt up an enviable business. He married Miss Betsy S. Daven- 
port, of HorneUsviUe, and has three chUdren. Mr. Alley is a hard 
worker, and his success may be attributed to this trait of character. 

H. D. Johnston, insurance agent, Whitehall and Montague, was 
bom at Milford, Maine, July 13, 1852. At three, years of age re- 
moved with his parents to IngersoU, Ontario, where he received his 
education in the Public and High Schools. When but fourteen 
years of age he started out on a pleasure trip and was gone seven 
years, securing a position with the -^tna Insurance Co., at Cincin- 
nati, 0., and after leaving there became special agent and adjuster 
for a leading company in Canada. In 1877 he came to Whitehall, 
where he has by his ability, industry and integrity built up a very lu- 
crative business, representing the largest single agency in Michigan 



in fire, life, marine and accident. His well equipped office and ele- 
gant furnished rooms in connection were consumed in the great fire 
of 1881, but the promptness and skiU with Avhlch he adjusted the 
numerous losses on that occasion, brought him such an accession of 
business that his private loss was more than made up. Mr. John- 
ston does the lion's share of the insurance business, and deserves 
in every way his success. He is an active Free Mason, and makes 
a useful Secretary to No. 310. His genial and kindly disposition 
enables him to make the whole community his friends, while all 
must respect him as a prompt and capable business man, 

A. T. Lindeeman was born near Beloit, Wisconsin, July 3d, 
1847. His parents, now living at Grand Eapids, Mich., were Geo. 
S. Linderman, of Tompkins Co., New York, who married Sarah C. 
Thorp, of London, England, -in 1845. As illustrative of tliQ hard- 
ships endured by the settlers of even that late date, it may be stated 
that when their boy was only three months old, owing to sickness 
at home, this couple started with a single horse and wagon, and 
made the journey from their home in Wisconsin to Tompkins Co., 
N. Y., in the Fall of the year and over terrible roads. 

Mr. L. was married in June, 1867, to Miss Ella A South wick, 
of Northeast, Pa. Her father died some years before and her mother 
stiU lives at the old homestead. Mr. L. settled at Grand Eapids in 
1867, where he was engaged in the grain trade and nursery business. 
In 1870 he took an active interest in establishing a State society for 
the promotion of horticultural interests, which culminated on Feb- 
ruary lltli in the organization of the present State Horticultural 
Society, of which he was Secretary for two years. He prepared the 
first report of the society, 5,000 copies of which were printed by the 
State in 1871. It contained 532 pages of closely printed matter, 
and was a credit to the secretary, the society and the State at large. 

In 1875 Mr. L. accepted a position as Superintendent and Sec- 
retary of the Michigan Lake Shore Nursery Association of South 
Haven, Mich., a large concern having $50,000 capital stock. 

In 1876 the subject of our sketch removed to his present beau- 
tiful home on Mears' avenue, WhitehaU, bought of Mr. D. P. Gla- 
zier, at the same time purchasing the fine store, stock of goods and 
real estate belonging to him, and has been carrying on the business 
with an annual increasing trade to the present time. 

In 1880 he built at a cost of over $12,000 the large mill near 
the depot in Whitehall, afterwards disposing of an interest in it to 
other parties. He also owns and operates another shingle and lum- 
ber miU at "Linderman's Siding" on the Big Eapids branch of the 
C. & W. M. E. E., with which he has 640 acres of land which, like 
most of the pine lands in this section, is a hght sandy soil. Mr. 
L., like many others, foresees the necessity of discovering some 
means, if possible, of utilizing the miUions of acres of this kind of 
soil which stretches out in every direction, and has given the subject 
especial study for the last eight years, and is now engaged in prac- 
ticaUy testing a system which, after this long investigation, he be- 
lieves to be the best, and is meeting with such success that we feel 
justified in giving place to his ideas in another portion of this work 
on the Management of Sandy Soils on page 27. 

The Covell FAMmy. 

This wealthy and popular family, consisting of five brothers 
and three married sisters, form an important element in Whitehall 
society. They all came from Bradford Co,, Pa., near the New York 
State line, where their paternal grandfather settled in 1817, when 
their father, Calvin Townsend Covell, was but seven years of age. 
The father never came West except on a visit, and lived and died 
on their ancestral estate. He was a man of sterUng character, and 
set a good example to his family. His death, although it occurred 
at the ripe age of nearly three score and ten, was the occasion of 
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deep regret by all who knew him. The first son to come to White 
Lake was A. J., in 1856; L. T., in 1859; C. E. in January, 
1863, and D. W. and M. B. in 1870. Emeline, wife of Jos. Hinch- 
man, came with her husband in January, 1862, along with Eebec- 
ca, now Mrs. H. E. Staples. Augusta M. in 

Andeew Jackson Covell, lumberman, Whitehall, is the eldest 
son of Calvin Townsend Covell, and has been a leading pioneer and 
prominent citizen of Whitehall for many years. His energy, integ- 
rity and ability have been rewarded by the gifts of fortune, while his 
generous nature and kindly heart have exempted him from the envy 
that usually emanates from the less fortunate towards those who have 
risen on fortune's ladder. Educated jn the common school of his 
district and brought up on his father's farm, Mr. Covell as a young 
man, felt stirred to "go west" and carve out his own fortune. Ac- 
cordingly with the assistance of f 65 from his neighbor, his brother- 
in-law, the respected Joseph Hinchman, who had a desire to follow 
if Mr. Co veil's report was favorable, he went to White Eiver in 
1856; a step of great importance in the history of this region, as it 
was the means of bringing in the whole family of the Covell's, five 
sons and three daughters, with their husbands, who have been of 
great service in developing the country, and what is more important 
in aiding to give a good moral tone to the community. In coming 
to White Lake, Mr. Covell embarked at Chicago in the propeller 
Faust for Muskegon, put on his blue overalls and got three dollars 
for work on the vessel. Bound to do something, he engaged to 
drive a balky mule, but when on the ninth day the kicking brute 
took off his hat, he resigned and drew $9.00. He then engaged to 
a Frenchman up the river, who shot some hogs in the w^oods and di- 
rected Mr. Covell to take a yoke of oxen and draw the hogs home. 
During the night he was convinced that the hogs were not wild ones 
as was claimed, but belonged to the neighbors and therefore he 
might be hable as accessory, so he left before the Frenchman was 
up and walked 16 miles on the Indian trail until he arrived to what 
is now Whitehall, and engaged in Brown's saw mill, near where the 
Wilcox mill is; and after a time brought out his brother Lyman, and 
they and two others, Seth Baldwin and W. Gonzales, went up the 
Whiie Eiver to get out shingle bolts, their united capital being so 
small, that one of the party Avas bought out by the others for a 
rifle, but this was the nucleus from which their fortune dates. He 
went into business with Mr C.C. Thompson and his own brothers, 
and has gone on until he is senior partner in the firm of A. J. and 
C, E. Covell, lumberers, whose name stands high, He married in 
1867 Miss Eunice Parsons, of McHenry County. 111., by whom he 
has had one son, Charles Thompson Covell, born 9th July, 1869. 
Mr, Covell's patriotic offer of service during the war was rejected on 
account of physical disability. Like the rest of his family he was 
an ardent friend of the Union, and the whole family are still Eepub- 
licans. Mr. Covell was Superintendent of the Harbor improvement 
at the mouth of the lake, and did a work of which he has cause to ■ 
feel an honest pride. In religion he is quite liberal, the only thing 
he detests being anything approaching cant or hypocrisy. 

Chakles Ellery Covell, lumberman, Whitehall, was born in 
1845 and worked on his father's farm until he came to Whitehall, 
in January, 1863, part of his schooling being completed here. He 
commenced working at Messrs. Thompson & Covell's mill, but as 
was common to new comers in river days was sorely troubled with 
that plague of lumbering districts — the ague. He afterward worked 
for Hinchman & Covell, but has worked up so that he is joint owner 
with his brother in the mill of A. J. & C. E. Covell, one of the best 
on the lake. He married in December, 27, 1876, Jesse, daugh- 
ter of Eufus M. Hedges, and has two children. Mr. Covell has 
been treasurer of the township for many years. 

Lyman T. Covell, Whitehall, was born at Bently Creek, Brad- 



ford County, Pa., on September 30, 1835, and brought upon a farm. 
His health being delicate, he came out to Whitehall in 1869, where 
his brother, A. J., already was, and entered with him in the shingle 
business in the summer and got out ties in winter, next summer 
he returned home for a few months and returned and lumbered 
in the winter. For the first four years his business was with his 
brother-in-law, J. Hinchman, and his brothers. But of late his 
chief business has been with H. E. Staples, his brother-in-law, in 
the^saw-miU business. By careful and persistent industry and tact 
he has accumulated a valuable property in pine lands, village lots, 
and lumber; he has also a fine 280 acre farm one mile north of 
Montague. He was married July 3, 1866, to Miss Eunice C, 
daughter of Peter Hobler, and his family consists of two sons, George 
E., born November 30, 1867, and Frank H., bom October 15, 1869. 
Mr. Covell takes a lively interest in all that tends to improve the 
community, especially in education, and to that end has served sev- 
eral terms in the school board and in the council. 

Makk B. Covell, merchant and lumberman, Whitehall, is a 
gentlemen full of enterprises which have done much to bulid up 
Whitehall. He keeps the leading grocery establishment, has an in- 
terest in the shingle mill, in the steam barge, Brittain, also a good 
dock and ware house, has just completed one of the finest private res- 
idences in town, and contributes in every way to develope Whitehall. 
He is of that retiring disposition that he never ran after pubHc of- 
fice, but has been entrusted with the care of the public funds for 
years. His history is like that of the rest of his family, whose history 
is identified with the people of the section so thoroughly that to 
omit them would be similar to playing Hamlet with the part of 
Hamlet left out. He was born in 1849 in Pennsylvania and came 
the last of his family here in 1870. Educated at the district scoool 
and brought up on a farm, Mr. Covell's great forte is as a thorough 
business man. He married in 1875, to Miss Mary Myhra. 

David W. Covell, lumberman, and at present manager for*B. 
F. Weston, was born in Pennsylvania, Oct. 21, 1851, came to White- 
hall in 1865, clerked for A, Mears for several years and attended 
school, has been foreman for several years for his brothers, A. J. 
& C. E. — also Deputy Sheriff' for the last 7 years, has been Marshal 
of Whitehall, Constable, etc. Married Miss Emma E,., daughter of 
Peter Hobler. 

Joseph Hinchman, retired lumberman, Whitehall, was born in 
Hamburgh, N, J., in 1819, at seven moved to Chemung County, 
N. Y., settling on a farm north of Elmira. His early education was 
but such as the times then afforded in rural districts. The school 
was three miles off and difficult of access, and not of a high grade 
when reached. Being naturally of a hvely adventurous disposition, 
after he was of age, he went boating on the Erie Canal with a 
scow he had purchased. In 1849 he married Emeline Covell, by 
whom he has two children, Melvina, (Mrs. C. A. Ocobock) and Ed- 
win H., both living in Whitehall. He had heard of the White 
Eiver as a good lumbering region, and therefore induced his brother- 
in-law, A. J. Covell, in 1856, to spy on the land, and his report was 
so favorable that in 1862 he came out himself and entered into busi- 
ness with C. C. Thompson and the Covells' in the mill and store. 
Afterwards Thompson and Covell took the store and he sold the mill 
to Mr. Staples, confining his subsequent operations chiefly to lum- 
bering, but owing to ill health, he sold out all his interests in 1880, 
so that he has nothing in the way of business to trouble his mind. 
Mr. Hinchman has been of a diffident, retiring disposition, devoted 
to his own private affairs, and though often solicited to take public 
honors has steadily declined them. He has the universal esteem of 
his fellow citizens and it can emphatically be said of him that he is 
an honest man. 

E. B. Hinchman, tallyman and scaler, was born in Bradford 
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Co., Pa., May 27th, 1858, and when four years old came with his 
mother and sister to. Whitehall. He left school in 1874 and clerked 
in M. B. Covell & Co.'s grocery for ahoiit five years; commenced 
talTying in 1881. He married, April 5th, 1879, Grace M., daughter 
of Jesse Pullman, and has one son, G-eorge, horn July 21st, 1880. 
John C. Lewis, lumberman, Whitehall, one of the wealthiest 
and most prominent citizens, is one who may emphatically be termed 
a self-made man — one who has by singleness of purpose and stead- 
iness of aim, united with industry and integrity, acquired wealth 
accompanied with the respect of his fellow citizens. He was bom 
in Lower Canada, near Montreal, his youth being spent in Vau- 
dreuil county, where he experienced the hardships of a life of toil 
and endeavor, struggling on with the help of a little schooling in 
the winter in such schools as a poor district could afford. Mr. 
Lewis at length acquired sufficient knowledge to make him an ex- 
cellent man of business. His having spent several years in busi 
ness, traveling in different portions of this country helped to develop 
in him a knowledge of men and things, which has been invaluable 
to him in forming his judgnients and opinions. In the Fall of 
1860 he came to Whitehall, and spent the first winter in the woods, 
lumbering. In 1862 we hear of him as a sawyer. In 1864 he has 
risen to be a manufacturer of lumber, having purchased Weston's 
saw mill, which he sold out in the Fall. He then built the mill, 
now that of A. J. & C. E. CoveU, and ran it for many years. He 
also, with great business sagacity, purchased extensively of pine 
lands, of which he sold a portion in 1881 for over $80,000. Mr. 
L. has never sought public office, but has been for years Supervisor 
of the township ; is Eepublican in his political views. He married, in 
1865, Miss Augusta Covell, and has two daughters, Lizzie M., born 
May 7th, 1869, and Nettie E., Jan. 17th, 1875. His residence is 
prettily situated on Mears Avenue, on the bluff overlooking the 
Lake. 

« HniAM E: Staples, lumberman, Whitehall, is one of the leading 
citizens, having taken a prominent part in all public affairs relating 
to the village and township of Whitehall, as well as that of the 
former township of Oceana, and being elected year after year to the 
chief offices of these municipalities. In the fire company he has 
long been active, and whether in church matters or in the Masonic 
lodge, has always taken a leading and active part. His career is an 
incentive to the young men of the present, he having worked his 
own way up, through more than ordinary difficulties, but a sterling 
character and a steady, honest purpose will pull one through all 
difficulties. He was born in Pawling, Dutchess Co., N. Y., in 1836, 
and came to Michigan when but 16 years old, with his family, who 
located on a farm near Hillsdale, where he lived five years. Thence 
he removed to White Kiver in 1857, and commenced lumbering in 
the first saw mill at the head of the lake, which has been removed 
and a new one built, known as Staples & CoveU's, with a capacity of 
60,000 feet a day. He married, in 1864, Miss Rebecca Covell, by 
whom he has two sons, Dudley E., born May 26th, 1865, and H. 
Earl, Oct. 19th, 1875. Mr. Staples is prominently identified with 
the Boom Company, of which he is a director. 



BIOGRAPHICAL. 

LoRAiNE Ashman, lawyer, Whitehall, was born in Huntingdon 
Co., Pa., in 1852. He was educated at the State Normal school at 
MiUersvUle, and entered the University of Michigan in 1872, where 
he took a three years' course in civil engineering. In 1876 he en- 
tered the law department, in which he spent two years, and gradu- 
ated with the degree of LL.B. He came to Whitehall in 1880, 
having previously married, in 1878, Jennie, daughter of John 0. 



Banks, of Whitehall, of which union there are two sons, Fred. 
Loraine, born Jan. 24th, 1879, and John, born the 31st of March, 
1881. . Mr. Ashman also devotes attention to the insurance busi- 
ness. On the death of J. E. Jamison, Mr. Ashman was appointed 
to fill his term as Circuit Court Commissioner. 

John 0. Banks, express agent and grocer, was born in Che- 
nango Co., N. Y., in 1829, and was educated at the Elmira Sem- 
inary. When of age he taught for ten years in New York, Indiana, 
and Michigan, being six years principal of the Cassopolis schools, 
and superintendent of the schools of Bristol, Ind. He enlisted 
Aug. 13th, 1862, in the 88th Ind. Vol., and was at PerryvUle, Stone 
River, Chickamauga, &c., and resigned in November, 1863, on ac- 
count of the health of his wife. Then he went into mercantile hfe 
two years at Bristol, Ind., and was afterwards, for twelve years, 
special agent of the New York Mutual Life Association, with head- 
quarters at Detroit. He married, Oct. 13th, 1853, Sarah E. 
Ketchum, of Otsego, N. Y., and has two daughters and one son. 

Jos. Baron was born in Wayne Co., Mich., in 1833, and came 
to Whitehall in 1879, having been married Jan. 19th, 1869, to 
Miss Margaret Merron, by whom he has had ten children, eight 
sons and two daughters. 

W. H. Baker, druggist, Whitehall, was born at White River in 
1857. He commenced clerking in Montague for C. M. Palmer in 
1869, and was there for three years; was, also, with Frank Baxter 
for two years, the same period with Dr. Malcolm, now of Colorado, 
and finally three years for Ripley. He started in business in Mon- 
tague in 1877, and two years after moved to Whitehall, buying out 
Dr. Mizner's, and then Dr. Wheeler's, business. He has a fine 
store and a $5,000 stock. 

John Bell, carriage maker (BeU & Moore), has just erected, 
near the tunnel, a new shop, where horse-shoeing and carriage 
making are specialties. Mr. Bell was born in Toronto, Canada, 
Aug. 16th, 1837, and learned his trade with Davis, of Woodstock. 
He came to Whitehall in 1872, and married, the same year, Sarah 
Foskett, of Albion, and has two children, Rena, born Feb. 8th, 
1873, and Fred., born July 15th, 1878. 

W. P. Utley, wheelwright, was bom in Ontario Co., N. Y., in 
1820, and came to this State in 1829. He married, in 1848, Ade- 
hne Hinman, of Oswego, N. Y. He came to Whitehall in 1869, 
and built a wagon shop in the rear of Slocum's block, which was 
burned in the fire of 1881. He is a member of the village council 
and school board. He has one daughter, Florence A., now Mrs. 
H. W. HiU, of Clinton county. 

Joseph Bellhouse, vessel owner, was bom in Lancashire, 
Eng., in 1824, and in 1863 immigrated to Canada, and after various 
removes came to Whitehall May 2d, 1868, having a restaurant for 
eleven years near the depot. He married, March 14th, 1847, Grace 
Carter, and has adopted a niece, Annie Carter. His 11 -year old 
nephew, Joseph, was unfortunately drowned on June 16th, 1881, 
among the logs at Covell' s mill. 

Joseph Bell, head sawyer at Covell's saw mill, Whitehall, was 
born in New York State in 1848, and when eight years old moved 
with his parents to Claybanks, Oceana county, but he has spent the 
last sixteen years of his hfe here, having been for many years at 
Heald's mill, and since 1877 at CoveU's. Mr. B. has worked up 
through all the gradations from drayman to head sawyer. He mar- 
ried, Dec. 6, 1879, Jeannette McDonald, of Grand Haven, and has 
one child, Mabel, bom April 30th, 1881. Mr. BeU is a skUlful 
raechanic, and also an enthusiastic member of the Knights of 
Honor. 

Hans M. Bjornstad was bom in Norway in 1-883, and left 
when fifteen years old for Chicago, where he stayed six years. 
After a six weeks' trial of Wisconsin he came to WhitehaU Oct. 1, 
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1867, working in the tannery for three years. He has also been a 
grocer, and is at present a saloon keeper, and has acquired a com- 
petency. In June, 1881, he married Miss Bertha Larson. Mr. B. 
takes an interest in the Scandinavian Benevolent Society, of which 

he has been secretary. 

John H. Chapman, in H. D. Johnston's office, was born in Alle- 
gan Co., Dec. 19th, 1847, and has been in the mercantile and jewelry 
business, coming first to Whitehall in 1875 as clerk to Sturtevant, 
having married, May 20th, 1874, Miss Frances A. Baker, of White- 
hall, by whom he has two daughters and one son. He has been 
with Mr. Johnston since April, 1880. His residence is on the corner 
of Colby and Division streets. 

August Clug, butcher, Whitehall, born in Prussia in 1834, but 
when three years of age came with his parents to Buffalo, N. Y., 
and in two years went to Milwaukee, and remained thirteen years 
in Wisconsin. He then came to White Lake, engaging in lumbej:- 
ing and in butchering, going into his present busines- with his 
cousin, Mr. Watkins. He married, in 1863, Miss MillSr, of Wis- 
consin, who died in 1878, leaving two sons and a daughter^ now 
Mrs. Yan Zandt. He has a 200-acre farm in Dalton, on which he 
recently settled. 

Chas. Cook, clerk to W. A. Phelps, has resided in Whitehall 
since 1865. He was born in Concord, N. H., in 1827, and after 
residing in Dutchess county, N. Y., New York and Chicago, came 
to the Union Hotel, Whitehall, as clerk, then to A. Mears, and 
was also, for two years, agent for Wm. Weston; bought out P. 
Hobler's interest in the Union Hotel, and entered into a number of 
businesses, coming into his present position in 1879. He has been 
Justice of the Peace and Tow^n Clerk of Oceana Township. He 
married, in 1865, Miss Ellen Graves, and has two daughters, Ina 
M. and Zoe. 

EoBEET L. CiiNNiNGHAMjdental surgeon, was bom in Stratford, On- 
tario, in 1858; studied with Dr. Maxon, of Bay City; after several 
years of practice came to Whitehall October 1, 1880; was burned out 
in the Foster Block in July, 1881 ; mariied in 1881 Miss Baker, of 
Oceana Co. Mr. C. is a skillful dentist and has his office now in rear 
of Covell's block. 

Elmee S. Cuetis, of DeLong & Curtis, carpenters and builders, 
bom in Livingston Co., New York, in 1880; learned his trade with 
his father, and they came to Whitehall in 1877, when Elmer was 
clerk for Morse & Co.; married in 1879, Edith, daughter of K. F. 
Morse, and has one son, Harold, born Sept. 18, 1880. 

Geoege H. DeLong, builder, born in Flint, Mich., 1842; enhsted 
in 15th Illinois volunteers. Col. Thomas J. Turner, in Army of Ten- 
nessee, August 15,1861; was at Pittsburgh Landing, siege of Cor- 
inth, Vicksburgh, &c. ; with Sherman to tlie sea ; captured and sent 
to Andersonville, but after some suffering escaped and rejoined Sher- 
man at Kaleigh. Learned the building trade at Flint; came to 
Whitehall in 1867; married Katie Lewis, of Batavia, New York, and 
has three children. 

Daniel H.EATON,boot and shoe dealer,in Covell's block,wasborn 
in Montgomery Co., New York, in 1840; shortly after moved to Can- 
ada, coming to Detroit when about 20 years of age, and to Whitehall 
in 1878; married Annie Thomas, of Hastings, Michigan, in 1874. 

William Flinn, blacksmith, Whitehall, is a native of Ottawa, 
Canada, removed to Minneapolis in 1868, thence to Chicago in the 
same year, where he remained six months, thence to Grand Rapids, 
where he made a short stay; after residing in Ionia county he came 
to Whitehall, working four years for Utley & Hedges, wiien he went 
into business for himself, and has built up quite a fine business. 
Mr. FHnn is a benedict and the happy father of three children. He 
is assistant engineer in the Fire Department, treasurer of the Knights 
of Honor, and for several years one of the trustees of the village. 



Wm. L. Foebes, butcher, on Mears avenue comer of Alice 
street, was born in Ingersoll, Ontario, 1850, and after various moves 
came to Whitehall in 1872, at first engaging in saw-milhng, but since 
1878 in his present business, in which he has been quite successful. 
Dexter P. Glazier, jeweler, of Ludington, is an old resident 
of Whitehall, where his son, F. D. Glazier, is still in the grocery 
business at his father's old stand. Mr. G. was born in Hampden Co. 
Mass., in 1823, and he has been in this State since 1838, at first en- 
gaged in shoemaking. On August 22, 1854, he married Sarah A. 
Swaim, and stayed in Grand Rapids one year, then eleven years in 
Newaygo county, then in Whitehall from 1866 to 1875, w^hen he built 
Linderman's store, which was the first brick store in the village. 
Slocum's block was finished a little later the same year. Mr. G. 
was president of the village, school director, and ran for repre- 
sentative on the Greeley ticket. He has two sons and two daughters. 
F. D. Glazier, grocer, was born May 25, 1856, in Grand Rap- 
ids, and came from Newaygo to Whitehall in 1870. In 1878 he en- 
tered into the grocery business, at which he has had fair success. 
Married on July 4, 1879, Artimesia Parks, of Blue Lake, who was 
born in 1854 in Walworth Co., Wis., moving with her family to 
Blue Lake in 1866, when it was nearly a primitive forest. 

Eugene Harwood, hotel-keeper, born near Detroit ; came when 
19 to Muskegon, with his parents, who kept ** The National," the 
second hotel of the city, which before it was burned stood opposite 
" The Hofstra." He came to Whitehall in 1872, keeping the old Mears 
House, which he named the Harwood. Mr. Harwood and his fath- 
er have now a new hotel near the railway tunnel, and are noted for 
their genial and obliging manners. 

Frederick A. Hinman, engineer,born in Connecticut in 1844, and 
left home when 15, coming to Whitehall and entering into marine 
engineering on the old " Union," a side-wheeler, also on many other 
vessels of that day; has also had charge of the village engine since 
1873, during which time it has never failed to work, and has not 
cost a dollar in repairs; in 1881 she worked at the great fire eleven 
hours consecutively. At the same fire he was burnt out in the fur- 
niture business, in which he had been with Mr. McElroy. He has 
also been marshal and a constable of the village. Married Miss 
Mary Stone, by whom he has three children. 

Frank H. Johnson is proprietor of the handle factory, Whitehall 
where he commenced business in 1881 ; was burned out on Christ- 
mas morning following, and has since rebuilt on the same site, near 
Thompson's dock. He does quite a thriving business in the manu- 
facture of handles and pevies. His insurance from the fire was 
$800. 

Dallas Johnson was born in Wilson, Niagara Co., N. Y., in 
1844, and belongs to an eminently patriotic family, which was of the 
war democrat stripe. HimseK and all his four brothers enhsted in 
the army except one who was refused for being under age. Dallas 
served four years as private, being in forty-two engagements, and in 
1872 came to Whitehall, and has taken a deep interest in the G. A 
E., being in 1881 Junior Vice Commander of the State Department, 
ranking as Brigadier General. Mr. Johnson is mainly engaged in . 
lumbering. 

Jas. H. Johnson, M. D,, was born in Niagara Co., N. Y., in 
1839, graduating in medicine at Buffalo Medical College in 1866. 
Being of a strong patriotic family he and all of his brothers except 
one of 12 years of age, enhsted in various branches of the service in 
1861. The doctor then only 22, enhsted in the 7th Cavalry Eegi- 
ment, which was soon disbanded, and he then took some courses 
in medicine, entering the navy as assistant surgeon in the San 
Jacinto, Capt. Meade stationed at Key West. They were ship- 
wrecked on the Bahamas Jan. 1, 1865, but all were rescued. He 
then came home and finished his studies, practicing in several 
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places, and coming to Whitehall in 1871, where he has a large run 
of practice. He is married, and has one son. The doctor does a 
large run of business, and is a universal favorite. 

Chakles McKinzie, marshal, was born in EUicott City, Md., 
1845, came in July 1871 to Whitehall, working as a mason and 
erecting many buildings. He married Helen M. Kleet, of this state, 
and has two children. He makes an excellent marshal, fearless in 
the execution of his duty, a terror to evil doers, and a praise to 
those who do well. 

August Johnson, hvery stable keeper, Whitehall, son of Charles 
Johnson, was born 1859, and came to Whitehall when 12 years old, 
went to Commercial College, Grand Eapids, in 1876, for two terms, 
-and in 1879 commenced hvery business, keeping 8 horses. Married 
Ceciha Demass in March, 1880. He has now a hvery estabhshment 
in Ludington. 

Andrew Krogstad, grocer, corner of Mears Ave. and Eliza St., 
Whitehall, does a large business especially with his countrymen, 
was bom in Norway 1833 at Trondhym, emigrating m 1869, work- 
ing at first in railroading below Grand Eapids. His business here 
was estabhshed in 1875. He married Miss Matilda Johnson, and 
has one daughter who was born in 1877. 

A. C. KusTER, jeweler, Whitehall, is a young man of 
energy and perseverance, who is rapidly establishing himseh in the 
favor of the community, his business being the most extensive in all the 
White Eiver region. He was born in Eock Co., Wis., in 1855, and 
was brought up in Sheboygan. He was educated at High School and 
at Eipon College, and learned his trade with his father. His ex- 
perience has been gained by travel and observation. His store is in 
Mears Block, Colby St., his residence just erected is beautifully situ- 
ated on the Bluff overlooking the Lake on Mears Ave., next to 
Slocum Park. He was married^ in 1878 to Miss Ida M. Bhss of 
Plainsville, Mich. 

Christ Lahman, was born in Denmark in 1845, when 23 years 
of age he came to Chicago and afterward in 1869 he came to 
Whitehall, entering into lumbering for several years, then into 
the grocery business with Mr. Krogstad for six years. He then 
kept a saloon in the rear of the depot, and was burned out on the 
night of August 1st, 1881, with a loss of nearly all he had. He was 
married to Miss Maria Johnson of Whitehall Township. 

W. H. Landford, carpenter, Whitehall, has his residence on 
Livingston St. He is a native of Medina county, 0., and is an old 
and much respected resident of the village. 

Thomas Larserd, saloon keeper near Covell's mill, was bom in 
Norway in 1818, came to Chicago in 1843, and in 1848 to White 
Eiver engaging in lumbering, but has for years been in the saloon 
and grocery dusiness. He was married in Whitehall and has seven 
children. 

Joshua H. McCoy, was born in Cass county, Mich., in 1853, 
and at 14 years of age he removed with his parents to Harrison 
county, Iowa, where he remained until 1873, when he came to 
Whitehall. After three years he returned to Iowa, and went from 
there to St. Joe, Missouri, then to Kansas, where after two years he 
returned to Whitehall in 1881, where he stiU resides. 

Nels p. Myrmel, partner of W. Krogstad in the grocery busi- 
ness, was also bom in Norway in 1843. After he came here he 
worked for a time in sawmiUs, and in 1879 he went in with Mr. 
Krogstad. 

John Nequist, paintej, was born in Sweden in 1849, came 
direct to Whitehall in 1868. He was married April 17, 1875, to 
Mary Johnson of Whitehall, and has two daughters. 

Andrew Nelson, saloon keeper. Lake St., was bom in Sweden 
March 28, 1851, an^d left home when 17 years old. Having received 
a fair education he came to Whitehall with a party led by the Eev. 



Mr. Eoden now of Minnesota, and worked in sawmiUs. He has 
been in his present business for six years. He was married to Miss 
Matilda Johnson and has two children living, having lost two. 

F. Norman, artist and carriage painter, Whitehall, was born 
in Buckingham, Eng., in 1847, and at five years of age was 
brought to Jackson, Mich., and when eleven to Calhoun county. In 
June 1862 he enlisted in the 17th Mich,, Infantry, Army of the 
Potomac and after seeing service there, was transferred to the 9th 
Michigan, in the Army of the Cumberland, took part in the siege of 
Atlanta, and was left behind in a garrison at Chattanooga when 
Sherman marched to the sea. He was discharged Sept. 1865. He 
attended art school in Chicago, coming to Whitehall in 1867, whither 
his parents had removed. He is an excellent carriage painter, and 
in the Winter makes artistic sketches, showing much ability. He 
was married to Miss Willa A. Austin of Blue Lake, and has two 
children. He has been village recorder for several years. 

Ole T. Oleson was born in Norway in 1848, and in his 18th 
year came in a Norwegian vessel to Quebec, and from thence he 
came on to Milwaukee, sailing the lakes for many years. He came 
to Whitehall in 1869. He now has a saloon on Lake street near 
the railroad depot. Mr. Olesoa is a well-informed man, and his 
genial disposition gives him great influence with his countrymen, 
for whose benefit he has been the chief spirit in organizing the 
Scandinavian Aid Society. He is married and has two children. 

0. E. Perry, sewing machine agent, was born in Ingham County, 
Mich,, in 1845, where he resided until 1869, when he removed to 
Livingston County, and to Whitehall in May, 1880, to engage in 
farming, which had been his chief business hitherto. Since com. 
ing to Whitehall however, he has been engaged in selling sewing 
machines, and the Mason & Hamlin organs, in which he has been 
quite successful. 

Wm. a. Phelps, dealer in railroad ties, hemlock bark, shingles, 
and wood &c., office opposite Mears store, residence on Mears Ave- 
nue, near Slocum Park. Mr. Phelps is a gentleman of quiet energy, 
of excellent business habits, which have met with a fair reward. 
He was born in Van Buren County, Mich., in 1844, and until 
twenty-six brought up on his father's farm, which was taken up in 
1829, when his father had to endure the hardships of pioneer life. 
In 1871 he moved to Montague and engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness, but was burnt out in the great fire of 1873. Being absent at 
the time with his family he suffered a heavy loss. He dealt in in- 
surance for a year and then entered into business with W. E. Par- 
ker, whom he bought out in 1876, but next year F. Blackmarr be- 
came his partner, and in another year he sold out to the latter. For 
the last seven years he has done an outside business in ties, bark, 
&c., and handles from Whitehall, Pentwater, and Ludington, the 
Ludington business being under the name of Phelps & Goodenough. 
In 1881 he handled 185,000 ties, 7,000 cords of bark, wood, 1,000 
cords; and 4,000,000 shingles. Married in 1865 Miss Nancy T. 
Andrew, of Van Buren County, and their children are Charles, bom 
in 1869, Maude, born in 1873. 

B. F. Eeed, Justice of the Peace, was born in Sodus, Wayne 
County, N. Y., in 1836, from Puritan stock, which can be traced 
back to the Mayflower. Mr. E. moved west in 1856 and after 
trying several states, settled in 1857 in Wliite Eiver Township with 
two other brothers, fomiing wh'at is known as Eeed's settlement. 
When the new county of Oceana was set apart it had but 300 in- 
habitants. Mr. E. was Supervisor of Otto and then of Ferryburg 
a year, and came to Whitehall Dec. 18, 1873, has been two terms 
Eecorder, and Justice of the Peace for sevef al years. Married Miss 
Mary Eoach, of New York State, and has five children. 

C. W. Eedfern, late station master and telegraph operator, 
Whitehall, was bom in 1848 in Caledonia, N. Y., but brought up 
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in Calhoun County, Mich. He came to Wliitehall in 1866, and 
taught school winters, working on the farm in Summer. He then 
learned telegraphy in Montague and has heen eight years in the 
Whitehall Station, succeeding P. I. Hedges. His father, Matthew 
Eedfern, is one of the first settlers in his section of the township. 
Mr. Eedfern is noted for his prompt and energetic manner of doing 
public business. When Covell's new block, corner of Mears Ave- 
nue and Colby St., was completed, Mr. Eedfern took one of the fine 
stores and commenced in the hardware hne, keeping a first- class 
stock. 

George J. Moog, furniture dealer, Whitehall, was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1844. When nine years old his father removed to 
Sauk County, Wisconsin, where George learned to work on a farm* 
The call of his country led him to enlist at the very first summons 
in the three months' service in 1861, after which he enlisted for 
, three years, in the 11th Wisconsin Infantry in the army of Mis- 
souri. He was also in Grant's corps at Yicksburg, where he w^as 
wounded below the knee in a charge in which 350 men were lost. 
His sufferings, as he lay all day under a July sun, without daring 
to move a Hmb, for fear of the enemy's sharpshooters and dying for 
thirst, may be faintly imagined. At night he dragged himself into 
his own lines. He was also wdth General Banks in Louisiana, and 
was discharged in January, 1862. Mr. M. is the only survivor of 
his family. He married Miss Miriam E. Streeter, of N. Y. State, 
by whom he has one son. He has the only furniture business in 
the village and carries a stock of $12,000 to $15,000. Is a mem- 
ber of the Village Council and Chairman of the Fire committee, is a 
member of the School Board, and a County Coroner. 

Haklow Euggles, druggist, w^as bom at Brookfield, Conn., in 
1812, of Scottish descent by his father, and Enghsh by his mother. 
He learned the trade of shoemaking in Livingston County, N. Y., 
and pegged away for nearly forty years. In June, 1868, he moved 
to Whitehall, and with his son, E. M. Euggles, he entered into the 
drug business and has been quite successful. He was burned out 
in the lower terrace of the Foster block in 1881, but has opened oufc 
on the old site. Mr. E. has known what it is to struggle up to a 
competency, having served for over six years, at $25 a year, and at 
the close saved $70, w^hich he gave to his mother, an act, the re- 
collection of which, is pleasing in his old age. Mr. Euggles has a 
Hvely, cheerful temperament, which has carried him throught all 
his troubles. 

Jacob E. Saegent, grocer, was born in the township of Am- 
herst, N. H., July 21, 1825, and after various changes settled in 
Whitehall in 1872, when the town was so new that the logs for his 
present store were cut on the main street. He has a neat grocery 
store and does a snug trade. Married Eebecca Jane Movar, of Hol- 
lis, N. H., Nov. 22, 1848, and has one son, Frank, and two daugh- 
ters, NeUie J, and Clara I. 

Daws Skeels, baker, was born in Cambridgeshire, England, 
in 1831, and learned his trade in the old country, from which he 
emigrated in 1857, coming first to Chicago, where he was for years 
shipping clerk to a large firm. Was engaged in milling in Muske- 
gon one year, came to Whitehall in August, 1876, and has a fine 
bakery business established. Mr. S. is a Past Dictator of the 
Knights of Honor, of whom there are 120,000 in the United States. 
He is married and has four children. Mr. S. has good reason to be 
proud of the results of his persistent energy, as he landed in White- 
hall with $100 borrowed capital, and has now a surplus of several 
thousand dollars. 

MmTON E. Stephens, steamboat agent at Covell's warehouse, 
and Hveryman at 310 Mears Avenue, Whitehall. Mr. S. was born 
in Massachusetts in 1827, but was brought to Michigan in 1830. 
To show the hardships in travehng m those days he relates that 



although they left the previous fall for Michigan they did not ar- 
rive until spring, being laid up at Eochester, N. Y., by the freezing 
of the canals. At Shelby Township, Macomb County, his father en- 
gaged in farming, but died when Milton was but seven years of age. 
His mother having died when he w^as two years, Milton was left an 
oiphan at an early age, and has had to "hoe his own way" through 
life. But this discipline has made him a cheerful, self-reliant man, 
a practical philosopher. He was brought up under the care of a 
guardian chosen by his father, a Mr. Hiram Andrews. Milton had 
one sister and six brothers, of whom he w^as the youngest, and he 
lived with his sister at Pt. Huron, for five years. When fourteen 
years old he went to Eomeo and chose his own guardian according 
to the laws of the State, a Mr. John Keeler, a farmer. He worked 
on H. Myers' farm for three years, and then went for nearly tw^o 
years into government surveying into Newaygo and other places. 
He then went to Utica, leaving the lumber trade, and returning to 
Pt. Huron, where he lumbered. In 1848 he married Miss Susan 
S. KimbaU, of Pt. Huron, where he remained until 1867, engaged 
in buying staves. Came to Whitehall May 2, 1867, acting as steam- 
boat agent, railroad freight agent, and general drayman until 
July 4, 1881, when he added livery to his business. He has four 
sons and an equal number of daughters, 

Francis H. Sturtevant, grocer, was born in Vermont in 1844, 
came in 1878 to Walworth Co., Wis., there for three years had a 
successful grocery business in Whitehall, built and ran saw mills in 
Blue Lake, and had a hvery business in Whitehall for ten years, 
until he was burned out in 18J31, losing the finest collection of 
horses and vehicles in the county. In the fall of 1881 he bought 
the grocery business of J. E. Conley. His neat and weR filled 
grocery store is nearly opposite the Mears House. Mr. Sturtevant 
is a gentlemanly and obliging dealer. 

A. M. Thompson w^as born in Tompkins Co., N. Y., n 1820; at 
14 years of age he moved to Bentley Creek, Pa., next farm to Cov- 
eUs, and came to Whitehall in 1862, and ran the old water mill ten 
years. He married Emily MiUer, of New^ Jersey, in 1842, who died 
in 1879, leaving two sons and one daughter. 

E. D. Thompson, tinsmith, Colby St., Whitehall, next to Gee's 
hardware store. Mr. Thompson was born in Fredonia, N. Y., in 
1820, and remained in his native place until he arrived at the age 
of 22, having previously learned his trade at Jamestown, near Fre- 
donia, serving faithfully from his sixteenth to his twenty- second 
year, a period of about six years. He then moved to Medina Co., 
Ohio, remaining in that State for twenty years, chiefly at Wadsworth 
and Seville. In 1865 he came to Muskegon, engaging in the hard- 
w^are, stove and tinware business, but in one year removed to White- 
hall, his store being in the old Foster Block, where Mr. Morse 
afterw^ards was. During his two years residence in Whitehall his 
health suffered severely, owdng to the malaria incident to a new 
country. Accordingly he sold out to Mr. Morse, and after staying 
east three months he bought out F. Clark, of Muskegon, remainmg 
two years, but owing to continued sickness he sold out and lived in 
Chicago for nearly two years. Owing to his real estate interests in 
Whitehall he removed back, and his health at this present writing 
is fully restored, having been in his present shop for four years. He 
has just erected a substantial building next to Moog's furniture store. 
He married May 4, 1847, Miss Lucetta W^. Smith, of Seville, Ohio, 
by whom has been blessed with six children; Alice E., Chas. L. 
Emma F., Marion S., Edward K., and Arthur S. ; of whom AHce 
and Marion have passed away. His residence is comforjiably situ- 
ated on corner of Alice and Division Sts. 

Thomas B. WmoE, clothier, of John Widoe & Sons, Whitehall, 
was born in Ohio in 1858, and married December, 1859, to Miss 
Jennie Basom, of Whitehall, and in November, 1859, went into 
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business with his father, who has been twelve years in business here. 
The store is 20 feet frontage with a depth of 50 feet, and the stock 
is worth $8,000. 

Aethuk Watkins, fruiterer, WhitehaU, was born in Milwaukee 
May 18, 1856, left at 6 years of age and came to a farm near White- 
haU, taken by his father, where he was reared. In 1877 he 
started in the fruit and vegetable line, in which he has been quite 
successful. 

We now proceed to classify a few biographies of those con- 
nected v/ith the 



SAW MILLS. 

STAPLES & COVELL's. 

J. T. Spearman, engineer at Staples & Covell's saw mill, was 
bom in New York State in 1836, and moved to Michigan in 1855; 
having previously moved to near London, Ontario, when he was 
three years of age, and thence to Sanilac Co., Mich. In 1867 came 
to White Lake. He married in 1861, Miss Aceha Wright, of St. 
Clair, by whom he had three sons and two daughters. 

Chas. Wesley Chick, scaler in Staples & Covell's saw mill, 
WhitehaU, was born Feb. 18, 1856, in North Shields, Gratiot Co., 
Mich., and moved about as a young itinerant with his father who 
was an Episcopal Methodist minister, and stationed in various parts 
of the State. In 1873 he came to WhitehaU, and for the first year 
acted as baggage master for the railroad, and has since worked in 
his present place. He married Sept. 9, 1880, Miss Dora Hedges. 
Is a Master Mason in the order of Free Masons, and a Eoyal Tem- 
plar of Temperance. Eesidence on Livingston Street. 

Adaivi Bohm, head sawyer of Staples & CoveU's WhitehaU, was 
born in Saxe-Cobourg Gotha, Germany, in 1835. He came aU alone 
when a boy of 14 to Chicago, working in a lumber yard. In 1854 
he came to White Eiver, working for Ferry's at the Mouth, and en- 
hsted in the 5th Mich. Cavalry, Major Ferry commanding, in 1862. 
He passed through aU the battles of the Potomac and was dis- 
charged at close of the war. He returned to WhitehaU, and since 
1873, has been with the same firm. He is married and has one 
child. His residence is on Muskegon Avenue. 

COVELL, OCOBOCK & CO.'s. 

C. A. OcoBOCK, was born in Medina, N. Y., in 1848, and at six 
years of age moved near to Grand Eapids, and in 1862 moved to 
WhitehaU. He married in 1877 Melvina, daughter of Jos. Hinch- 
man, Esq., and has one child, Joseph, born in November, 1877. 

Jas. W. Ocobock, of CoveU & Ocobock's shingle miU, born in 
Cayuga Co., N. Y., in 1822, and after various moves he -worked for 
N. Y. Central E. E., in 1840 for four years attending to Eome sta- 
tion; thence to Medina, and in 1855 to Grand Eapids and White- 
haU in 1861, three years sawing for Heald & Co; then into CoveU 
& Hinchman's mUl, and in 1874 to his present place. He married 
Oct. 10, 1843, Susan Ostrom, of Eome, N. Y., and his family are, 
Harriet (Mrs. Theo. Thompson), Helen, who died Aug. 9, 1864, 
Charles A., George, ^ames, bom May 9, 1860. Mr, Ocobock has 
been honored with many pubhc positions, having been President of 
the vUlage two terms, and for years a member of the village board. 

Henry T. Garfield, saw filer, was 4)orn in Vermont in 1827, 
but soon removed to Chautauqua, N. Y., and at 12 years of age 
moving to Wisconsin, and came six years ago to Michigan, saw fil- 
ing in CoveU & Ocobocks. Mr. Garfield is a nephew of the late 
president, and strikingly resembles him in appearance. 

R. W.^ NORRIS. 

EuEL W. NoRRis, shingle manufacturer, was born in Maine in 
1842, and came to White Lake in 1863, at that time there being in 



Whitehall the old water miU, Mear's store and a few lumber shanties. 
In 1868 commenced the grocery business and prospered. He bought 
his present mUl above Mear's store from the N. V. Booth estate in 

1872, first with Mr. Green, whom he afterwards bought out. He 
manufactures 50,000 shingles a day, and has beside a sash, door and 
general planing factory. He is a member of the Village CouncU, 
and is the originator of the pine block pavement, which is very 
durable and costs nothing but the laying down. He married Miss 
Isabel Maynard, of Newaygo County. In 1882 he is building a fine 
new block of buildings. 

Chas. Booth, packer in the Norris shingle miU, was born in 
Eaton Co., Mich., June 6, 1853, and moved to WhitehaU with his 
father, the late N. V. Booth, who buUt the first planing and sash 
and door factory in Montague, and then built the miU now owned 
by Mr. Norris. Mr. Booth lives with his mother on Colby Street. 

D. T. Dunning, filer in Norris's mill, was born in Hamilton Co., 
N. Y.,in 1855, and after various changes came to Blue Lake in 

1873, and to WhitehaU in 1879. He married Aug. 19, 1878, Anna 
G. Johnson, of Montague, and has two children, Wm. Benjamin, 
born July 10, 1879, and Irena, Feb. 3, 1881. 

Chas. Dean, foreman Norris's planing miU, was born in Oswe- 
go Co., N. Y., Oct. 6, 1847, and after several changes he came to 
WhitehaU in 1868, working for several lumbering firms, but for the 
last four years in his present position. He married July 2, 1870, 
Mrs. Isabel NesteU, of Eaton Eapids, and has two children, George 
and Lucy May. He enlisted in 122nd N. Y. Vols., in 6th Army 
Corps, under Gen. Sedgwick, was in 34 battles and skirmishes and 
came out almost unhurt. 

a. j. and c. e. covell's. 
Frank Theis, engineer in CoveU's saw miU, born in Prussia 
July 13, 1834, landed in Chicago August, 1839, where he was 
brought up, came to White Lake in 1859, working for several sea- 
sons for Capt. Dalton, was also engineer on the Daylight, owned by 
Capt. Burrows, has been with Staples & CoveU and A. J. & C. E. 
CoveU for 14 years. Married and has four chUdren. 

George Burns, sawfiler in A. J.& C. E. CoveU's,was born in Peel 
County, Ont., 1845, coming to Lenawee County, Mich., in 1864, 
and after various changes came to Bluffton, lumbering for 7 seasons 
there and for Eyerson, HiUs & Co., at Bay MiUs. Came to White 
Eiver in 1876 working for Heald, Avery & Co., has been four years 
with CoveU's, married Miss Harriet VanBroclin and has two chU- 
dren. 

Andrew M. Sundstrom, fireman in CoveU's mUl, born in 
Sweden in 1847. After receiving a fair education and learning the 
carpenter trade he left when 21 for WhitehaU, working as a carpen- 
ter and since May 19, 1881 in his present position. 

ALLEY & go's. 

Wm. E. Parsons, engineer for AUey & Co's., was born in St. 
Lawrence County, N. Y., in 1828, came to Bufiialo in 1853, Chicago, 
1856 and in the same year set foot in Muskegon County, being 
employed on the propeUer Charles Mears, which then plied along 
the east coast of Lake Michigan. Came to WhitehaU in 1871 and 
entered the service of AUey & Co., in which he has been ever 
since, and he is proud to say that under his management there 
has never been an accident from his engine. He married Sarah 
Everts, of Leeds, Ontario, and has 4 chUdren, the eldest of whom 
Helena, married E. Pike, of Michigan City, in 1872 . 

A. G. Adamson, fireman in Alley & Co's., was born in Sweden 
in 1844, working on a farm and as coachman, came to Whitehall in 
1872, married and has one daughter. Has been with AUey & Co. 
nearly three years. 

Thomas H. Dawson, sawfiler at Alley & Co's., born in Lincoln- 
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shire, England, in 1843. At two years of age his parents came to 
Eochester, N. Y., and after various removals he came to Whitehall 
In 1865. Has been sa willing 4 years, 

PmLip R. VanKeueen, foreman of Alley & Go's, sawmill, born 
in Delaware county, N. Y., 1348, where he resided until 1871 on his 
father's farm. After a short residence in Iowa he came to Whitehall 
and in 1878 rose to the foremanship of his mill. Married May 21, 
1876, to Minnie Whitman, of Whitehall, and has one daughter, 
Georgina, born Sept. 16, 1879. 

Chaeles B. Slocum, of Alley's sawmill, was born in Y^ates Co., 
N. Y., in 1843. On April 25, 1861, enhsted in Co. K. Third N. Y. 
Volunteers, Seventh Army Corps, and was under Butler at Ft. Mon- 
roe, and Dix at Big Bethel, Suffolk, etc., Va. At the close of his term 
of service in 1863, re-enlisted in Navy, fought at St. Marks, and was 



stationed at Key West till close of war. Came to Detroit in 1866, 
thence to various places, among others Belleview where he married 
Emma Hart in 1867, two years after came to Whitehall, working 
for Alley's for the last eight years. Has three sons a;nd one daugh- 
ter. 

wmcox & go's. 

Chas. K. Stone, foreman of Wilcox mills, Whitehall, was born 
June 5th, 1833, in Finland, and left for America in 1866, setthng at 
Newaygo, and since 1877 he has worked for the Wilcox Co. He is a 
widower with five children. 

J. M. Popple, superintendent of Wilcox mill, Whitehall, born 
in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1847, coming north to New York State 
when sixteen, and for thirteen years with the Wilcox Co., working 
up from the ranks to be head officer. 



MONTAGUE TOWNSHIP. 



The early history of this township has been already given un- 
der that of White Eiver and Oceana of which it formed a part until 
1874. 

Taking a line about a mile north of Montague and nearly all 
west of the State road, Montague is clay land and makes excellent 
farming land. The farm of A. Mears on section 8, 17 and in 18, 
forms one of the finest farms in the township, being especially good 
in stock. The rest of the township is sandy. 

The land on which the village stands was owned first by Messrs. 
Eogers and Sargent, and afterwards owned by A. Knudsen, then by 
Q. W. Franklin and then by the Ferrys. 

This township was organized out of the northern portion of 
Oceana Township in March 24th 1874 and consists of sections 1 to 
12 inclusive, 13 to 20 inclusive and fractional sections 20,21,29, 
section 30, fractional section 31, and all of fractional section 32 ly- 
ing west of White Lake, all in town 12, north of range 7 west, and 
the n. w. fractional quarter of section 6 in town 11 north of range 
17 west. 

1874. 

The first annual meeting was held on April 10th, 1874, at the 
engine house, village of Montague. G. E. Dowling, Joseph Heald 
and M. Hendrie were inspectors of election by order of D. McLaugh- 
Hn, Co. Clerk. 257 votes were polled and Joseph Heald was elected 
the first Supervisor over 0. E. Goodno; H. C. Sholes, Clerk, over 
M. Farman; M. Hendrie, Treasurer, F. W. Eedfern and W. N. 
Gee, School Inspectors; B. O'Connell, Commissioner of Highways; 
E. McCoy, I. Graves, E. L. Harmon and C. H. Cook, Justices of 
the Peace; H. M. Bigelow, J. Ohrenbergcr, J. P. Partridge, A. W. 
Clark, Constables ; A. Lauterback, Poundkeeper. 

The Overseers of Highways were, G. E. Dowling, L. D. Gillett, 
E, L. Harmon, E. M. Gibert, I. Graves, D. Curtis, S. EUis. 



The road districts are 1-6 inclusive, and No. 9. There was voted . 
for contingencies f 300, poor $400, roads §100. 

1875. 

In 1875 two hundred and sixty eight votes were cast and the 
following elected: 

Supervisor, H. P. Dowling; Clerk, C. L. Streng; Treasurer, H. 
Becker; Highway Commissioner, P. Dalton; Sup't of Schools, B. F. 
Murden; Inspector of Schools, D. Leitch; Justices of Peace, G. 
Leuhrs, W. H. Gee; Constables, G. M. Duram, P. A. Howe, D. 
Gilbert, J. Theurer; Poundmaster, M. Dodge. 

One hundred dollars was voted for library, and three hundred 
dollars for cemetery. 

1876. 

Two hundred and sixty- eight voters present — officers elected : 
Supervisor, H. P. Dowling; Clerk, C. L. Streng; Treasurer, H. 
Becker; Commissioner of Highways, P. Dalton; Sup't of Schools, 
B. F. Murden; School Inspector, D. Leitch; Justices of Peace. G. 
Leuhrs, W. N. Gee; Constables, G. M. Duram, P. A. Howe, D. Gil- 
bert, J. Theurer; Poundmaster, M. Dodge. 

1877. 
There were 249 voters with the following result: Supervi- 
sor, H. P. Dowling; Clerk, C. L. Streng; Treasurer, H. Becker; 
Commissioner of Highways, E. L. Harmon; Justice of the Peace, 
J. H. Leitch; Supt. of Schools, B. F. Murden; School Inspector, 
D. Leitch; Constables, S. Ellis, A. Partridge, G. Burdick, J. Mc- 
Coughey; Poundmaster, E. G. Schmidt. 

1878. 
Two hundred and sixty- one persons present and the choice as 
follows: Supervisor, H. P. Dowling; Clerk, C. L. Streng; Treas- 
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urer, H. Becker; Justices, J. W. Switzer, W. H. Lobdell; Commis- 
sioner of Highways, S. Ellis; School Inspector, J. H. Leitch; Supt. 
of Schools, F. E. Jones; Constables, J. Nehey, A. Deto, L. Delano, 
G. W. Stokes; Poundmaster, E. G. Schmidt. 

1879. 
Two hundred and nineteen present : Supervisor, H. P. Dow- 
ifng; Clerk, C. L. Streng; Treasurer, M. Dodge; Justices of the 
Peace, M. Hendrie, G. M. Duram; Commissioner of Highways, 
S. Ellis; Supt. of Schools, F. Bracehn; School Inspector, J. H. 
Leitch; Constables, G. W. Stokes, J. Geboo, D. Fowler, J. Rut- 
ledge; Poundmaster, E. G. Schmidt. 

1880. 
Only 122 present: Supervisor, H. P. Dowling; Clerk, C. L. 
Streng; Treasurer, M. Dodge; Justices of the Peace, G. Leuhrs, 
M. Hendrie; Commissioner of Highways, S. Ellis; Supt. of Schools, 

F. Bracehn; School Inspector, J. H. Leitch; Constables, D. Fowler, 

H. K. Dykhuis, J. P. Partridge, A. Born; Poundmaster, E. G. 

Schmidt. 

1881. 

Two hundred and fifty present: Supervisor, F. Bracelin; 
Clerk, C. L. Streng; Treasurer, C. S. Dodge; Justices of the Peace, 

G. M. Duram, H. M. Bigelow; Commissioner of Highways, H. P. 
Dowling; School Inspector, L. G. Ripley; Supt. of Schools, Rev. R. 
J. Matthews; Constables, D. Fowler, D. R. Hall, H. K. Dykhuis, F. 
E, White; Poundmaster, W. Kison. 

1882. 
This year considerable interest was manifested, and the con- 
test lay between a "Workingmen's" ticket, headed by Henry M. 
Bigelow, and a "Union" ticket, headed by the former Supervisor, 
Frank Bracelin. The latter ticket was elected (except Treasurer) 
by majorities ranging from 1 to 17. The officers are as follows: 
Supervisor, F. Bracelin; C. L. Streng, Clerk; W. J. Mason, Treas- 
urer; M. Downey, Justice of the Peace; R. J. L. Matthews, School 
Inspector, two years; Frank E. Jones, School Inspector, one year; 
Seth EUis, Highway Commissioner. 



THE VILLAGE OF MONTAGUE. 

This beautiful and highly prosperous village is connected with 
Whitehall by a substantial swing bridge, and the business portion 
is situated in the low ground at the foot of the bluffs which over- 
look the head of White Lake and the mouth of the river. This 
causes the village to have rather a crowded and compact appear- 
ance, and as the business blocks, such as those of the Franklin 
House and of Ripley's Block and the Opera House are lofty brick 
structures, the impresson conveyed to the beholder is that of a 
brisk and enterprising Httle city. One drawback is the sandy na- 
ture of the streets mixed as they are with sawdust. This will 
probably in time be remedied. The planing mill presents a fine 
appearance as does also the Iron Works, and the fine livery barns 
of Smith and Partridge. Lasley & Co. have a commodious store, and 
the sawmills of Ferry, Dowhng & Co., F. H. White, and still far- 
ther down those of Heald & Co., Cook, and Smith & Field give the 
Montague shore an animated appearance. The residence portion 
of Montague is the finest portion of the village, being on a high 
table land 60 or 70 feet above the Lake. Among the prominent 
buildings are the Presbyterian church of brick, and the manse of 
Rev. Mr. Matthews, the Union School house with its ample grounds, 
the elegant residences of Messrs. Dowhng, Lasley, Webster and 
others. There is a ravine which divides the village into east and 
west Montague Township is nearly twice as large as Whitehall 



Township and the soil is heavier and better adapted for agriculture 
and the population is large and increasing, so that Montague has a 
safe basis besides the lumber interest. 

The village is not yet incorporated but probably soon will be. 

Among those prominently identified with the growth of Mon- 
tague and indeed with that of the whole White Lake region, is 
George E. Dowling, who came in the early days as manager for 
the Rev. Mr, Ferry's mill at the Mouth, and has ever since been 
identified with the Ferry interest, being stiU the active partner of 
Ferry, Dowling & Co.'s extensive sawmilling and lumbering opera- 
tions at Montague, and owns large tracts of pine lands up the river, 
also the large flouring mill, planing mill, etc. Mr. Dowling has a 
thoroughly practical disposition, and whatever his hand finds to do 
he does with all his might. Externally he sometimes appears mo- 
rose, but he is all right below the surface, and is highly regarded by 
his acquaintances for his genial qualities, as well as for his clear- 
headedness and energy of character. He has taken a deep interest 
in educational matters, and has also been prominently identified 
with Freemasonry being the first Master of the Lodge in the village. 
Mr. Dowling' s residence on the high ground is perhaps the finest in 
Montague. His brother, Henry P. Dowhng, has gone into build- 
ing and real estate, and his brother, C. A. Dowling, has been for 
years secretary of the Booming Company. 

L. G. Ripley deserves honorable mention for erecting the finest 
block of buildings in the village. In the Franklin House Montague 
possesses the finest hotel building in the county. Mr. Dodge, the 
landlord, was formerly of the Sherman House, Chicago, and knows 
how to run a hotel. His son Charles is the active manager now, 
and is popular with all classes. 

EARLY HISTORY. 

In 1855 all that was in the village was Nat. Sargent's house, 
blacksmith's shop and barn, which were sold in 1857 to G. W. 
Frankhn who built a house, and sold in 1859 to N. H. Ferry. In 
1856 the Maple Grove mill was built by James Jewell who sold to 
Heald, Avery & Co. in 1860. Wilson & Hendrie's foundry was 
built in 1872. New school, Franklin House, Odd Fellows' Lodge 
and Lutheran church were aU opened in 1874. On March 24, 1874, 
Montague was made a separate town; first officers: J. Heald, Su- 
pervisor; H. C. Sholes, Clerk; Malcolm Hendrie, Treasurer. These 
were elected April 13, 1874. A. B. & D. C. Bowen built their mill 
in 1866, F. H. White & Co. in 1871-2. First newspaper issued 
Nov. 29, 1873, by H. C. Sholes & Co. ; fire department organized in 
1873; the Vedette newspaper first issued Sept. 12, 1874; the great 
fire of Montague Feb. 21, 1873; Booming Company organized in 
1869; in 1874-5 Presbyterian church built; in 1874 the Investiga- 
tor appeared; 18 U, Feb. 1st, Montague Hotel opened; Feb. 29, first 
.cars in Montague; Episcopal church built 1871; Masonic Lodge 
opened May 22, 1866, Geo. E. Dowling, first Master; D. B. Mc- 
Quarrie principal of school in 1869; 1870, H. H. Keyes pastor of 
Baptist church; 1875, Montague raises by taxation $8,613.18. 
Oct. 7, 1874, Odd FeUows organized; the Harrison House was 
burned Dec. 1881; Opera House and Ripley's Block built 1881. 

The first store in Montague was started in 1864 by Ferry, 
Dowling & Co., and sold to S. H. Lasley & Co. in 1873. Shortly 
after Burrows, Goodno & Co. started a hardware store, sold to 0. R. 
Goodno, who in 1875 sold to 0. M. Hedges k Co., and they in 1881 
to Morse k Bell. 

C. M. Palmer started the first drug store in 1867, and it has 
passed successively into the hands of Hood & Baxter, Hood' & 
Malcom, J. A. Malcom, and lastly to L. G. Ripley. 

The first furniture store- was that of E. McCoy & Co., succeeded 
by L. Thompson & Co. 

Among the names of those engaged in groceries are F. Jones 
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& Co., Irwi» Danis, McCoy & Spearman, M. Downey, Peterson, 
Brace & Plunket, F. B. Emery, Glazier, Knudsens and W. Arnold. 

W. A. Phelps opened a general store in 1871, sold in 1873 to 
Mason. 

John Little had a hotel shortly after 1860. The Montague 
House was built in 1870 and opened by W. H. Kirkland in February, 
1871, who sold to L. S. Cbapin in the same fall, and it v^^as burned 
in February, 1873. The Franklin House was opened November, 1874. 

Temple & Co. (E. P. Ferry), started 'the Curtain EoUer Factory 
in 1974, but being twice burned out in six months, the works were 
removed to Muskegon and now operate as the Temple Manufac- 
turing Co. Mr. Temple did a fine business in Montague. 

N. Y. Booth built the first planing mill in 1866, which was 
burned in 1869, rebuilt by N. V. Booth & Co., who sold to H. P. 
Dowhng & Co. The mill is now "at rest." 

Geo. Dicey started the boiler shop in 1868, sold to Thompson 
& Eahaley in 1872, who were burned out in 1875, and sold to 
Wilson & Hendrie, who rebuilt the following year, and enlarged in 
1881. The latter firm started in 1871. 

E. C. Dicey & Lifcell started 1866, sold to Dicey, Cleghorn & 
Co., in 1868, who were burned out in 1869. The shop was re- 
built the same year by E. C. Dicey & Co., and again burned in 
1870. In 1874 $150,000 worth of new buildings were erected and 
$600,000 worth of lumber manufactured. The largest buildings were 
the Franklin House, by Dowling & Frankhn,^|30,000; Temple & 
Co.'s Map and Curtain EoUer Factory, $20,000; the school house, 
$18,000; opera house and stores, $12,000; First Presbyterian 
church and parsonage, $14,000; German Lutheran church, $6,000; 
G. E. Dowling's residence, $8,000. Deputy Collector Lasley re- 
ported 663 clearances of vessels. 

THE FIKE OF 1875. 

On Thursday, Sept. 23, 1875, a great fire occurred in Monta- 
gue. The fine new opera house of Mr. Sorenson, worth $7,000, 
was consumed — a frame structure, fronting 122 feet on Bridge street, 
with a depth of 67 feet, 32 feet high, surmounted by a cupola on 
which the national flag could be seen for miles. On the ground 
floor were five large stores, Sorenson & Co.'s meat market, Vanes- 
tra's boot shop, and J. G. Phelps' harness shop. TurnbuU & Eah- 
aley's boiler shop adjoining was also consumed. 

AGEICULTUKAL SOCIETY. 

La October, 1881, the White Lake and West Oceana Agricul- 
tural Society held its first exhibition in the new buildings on forty 
acres of ground donated to the society by Mr. C. H. Cook. The ex- 
hibition was a very satisfatory one. The management of the socie- 
ty is under the following gentlemen, all of whom are good business 
men and capable of conducting it in a good business-like manner. 

President, S. J. B. Watson, White Eiver; Secretary, George 
M. Duram, Montague. Directors, 0. M. Houston, Eobert Martin, 
Seth Elhs, J. A. Whitbeck, Barney O'Connell, Edwin Grow, Chas. 
H. Cook, Harvey Tower, F. E. Jones. 

MONTAGUE SCHOOLS. 

In 1864 the board was D. Leitch, moderator; J. Heald, direct- 
or, and E. Knudsen, assessor. On April 1, 1865, Harriet Woodams 
was engaged for three months at $52. On Sept. 20 a tax of $200 
was levied for school house, and the old board re-elected except Mr. 
Heald, who was succeeded by G. E. Dowling. The school was lo- 
cated on lot 9, block 59. Li September, 1867, G. E. Dowhng was 
director, E. C. Dicey moderator, E. Knudsen assessor; $600 was 
raised to finish school house. Li 1868 J, Pullman was assessor. In 



1869 Mr. Bowen is director. Sept. 1, 1873, the school is graded. 
On April 18, 1874, a special meeting voted to build a $9,000 school 
house, to seat 300 pupils, and to sell the old house; new house to be 
completed by Sept. 15; building committee, Dowling, Bowen and 
Goodno. The new school house was not occupied until June 1st 
1875. 

The Montague public school is an imposing structure of white 
brick, three stories high, with belfry and cupola, erected in 1875 at 
a cost of $16,000, and situated in the upper and western part of the 
village overlooking the lake, surrounded by a large square of land 
well shaded by ^young oaks and maples. The first principal was 
Prof. Strong, who was succeeded in the faU of 1875 by Prof. Bear- 
don, and he in 1878 by Prof. D. E. Higbee, late of Hillsdale, who 
has $1,000 a year, his salary having been raised $100 each year, 
which is good evidence as to his success. He has as assistants. 
Misses C. Honey, M. Webster, K. Dalton, and M. Hunt. There 
were 363 pupils on the roll, average attendance 230 in 1881, when 
the Board of Education was H. Becker, moderator; J. H. Williams, 
director; F. E. Jones, assessor, and James Wilson, M. Dodge, and 
G. Leuhrs were trustees. Prof. D. E. Higbee was born in Ohio, 
May 14, 1856; son of Eev. E. H. Higbee, Free Will Baptist; grad- 
uated from State Normal School at Austinburg in 1875, and from 
classical course of Hillsdale College in 1878, when he became prin- 
cipal of Montague schools. 

CHUECHES. 

There are six church edifices, the finest of which is the Presby- 
terian, which stands prominently out on the bluff overlooking the 
lake, and is seen from afar. It is a substantial white brick struc- 
ture of elegant form, and its erection is largely due to the hberality 
of the Feiry family, it being in the nature of a memorial to Eev. 
Wilham Montague Ferry, the father of United States Senator T. W. 
Ferry, the late Major Noah H. Ferry, F. P. Ferry, of Utah, and 
Col. Wm. M. Ferry, now of Grand Haven. There is a neat par- 
sonage adjoining the church, occupied by the pastor, the Eev. Mr. 
Matthews, who is also on the County Board of Education. The 
Methodist Episcopal, which stands one block farther inland, is a 
fine wooden structure, also with a spire; pastor, Eev. Mr. Guhck. 

At the Evangehcal Lutheran, on the North Hill, there is preach- 
ing in German by Eev. H. Turni, who has been in Montague for 
several years. 

The German Methodist Episcopahans have preaching in their 
own language. 

The Cathohc Church edifice formerly stood on the Whitehall 
side, but a number of years ago it was moved over the lake on the 
ice, and placed on the Montague side, as being more convenient for 
the majority of the worshippers, who were, many of them, of 
French origin and fishers at the mouth of White Eiver, chiefly on 
the north side. 

There are also Baptist churches in Whitehall and Montague, 
but owing to removals no regular services are kept, up. There is an 
association of White Eiver. 

SOCIETIES. 

There are in Montague a Masonic, an Odd FeUows Lodge, 
Knights of Honor (C. E. Dodge Secretary), a Lodge of Good Tem- 
plars, and a Grand Army Post. 

Montague Masonic Lodge No. 198, was organized June 26, 
1866, with the following as the charter members : 

G. E. Dowling, H. E. Staples, Evan Knudsen, Andrew Knud- 
sen, John A. Wheeler, E. C. Dicey, H. H. Brown, J. W. GiUen, B. 
S. Pratt, Peter Dalton and E. F. Popst. 

G. E, Dowling was the first Worshipful Master; H. E. Staples, 
S. W.; E. Knudsen, J. W. ; J. A. Wheeler, Secretary. 
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The officers for 1882 are : G. E. DowHng, W. M. ; Wm. 
McKinstry, S. W.; C. S. Dodge, J. W.; W. J. Mason, Secretary; 
B. F. Weston, Treasurer; Tlios. J. McKinstry, S. D.; A. E. Bard- 
well, J. D.; G. M. Dodge, Tyler. 

They occupy a hall in Eipley's Block, over Mason Bro.'s new 
store, and no pains were spared to make the new hall handsome 
and attractive. The Lodge now numbers sixty members in good 
standing. The financial standing of the Lodge is excellent. 

THE POST OFFICE. 

was established about 1867, when 0. K. Goodno became postmaster 
for eight years, and Harry B. Strong was his successor, going out 
in the Spring of 1877, since which time the battle-scarred warrior, 
Henry Becker has held the office, which is opposite Ferry, Dowhng 
& Co.'s office, in a very inferior building. 

THE FKANKLIN HOUSE, 

Montague, was built by Messrs. H. P. Dowling and G. W. Franklin 
in 1873, on the corner of Ferry and Church streets, of white 
Zeeland brick. It is three stories high, with a basement, and is 
100x80 feet, with solid walls, presenting a massive appearance to 
the beholder. Besides the hotel there are in the block J. D. Shat- 
tuck & Co.'s drug store, Mason & Bro.'s, dry goods, and several 
offices. The hotel is admirably kept by the experienced firm of 
Martin Dodge & Son. The office is 45 feet in length, dining room 
24x60 feet, with lofty ceiling. There are forty bed rooms, and one 
hundred guests can be comfortably entertained. There are two 
parlors on the second floor, one 20x20 and the other 18x12. The 
house has been leased by the experienced hotel men, Messrs. Martin 
Dodge & Son, formerly of the Sherman, Chicago. The house has 
an excellent reputation. 

Chas, S. Dodge, of the Frankhn House, Montague, was born 
in Chicago in 1851, when his father, Mr. Martin Dodge, was in the 
old Commercial Hotel, and lived there until 1861. He was edu- 
cated at Niles, Mich., and became associated with his father in 
business in 1872. He was treasurer of the Township of Montague, 
having been elected as successor to his father, for whom he had 
previously acted as deputy for two years. Mr. Dodge is a young 
man of energy, and has taken a leading part in the advancement of 
Montague, especially in the fire department. 

THE OPEKA HOUSE. 

Early in 1882 there was completed a grand three -story brick 
block by Messrs. Burrows & Jones, opposite to their old stand, and 
wliich is 50x80 feet. The two upper stories are used as an Opera 
House, wliich is fitted up in creditable style, with 700 chairs, a stage 
14x23 feet, and good scenery. Architect, Mr. Van Zalingen, of 
Muskegon; brickwork by Mr. McCoughey, and carpenter work by 
Perry Howe. Below is a double grocery, spacious and well enough 
stocked to suit a large city. 

BuKROws & Jones, grocers, of Montague. The business was 
established by F. E. Jones, in 1871, in a store southeast of the 
present building, which was consumed in the great fire of 1873. 
Mr. Jones was in business for two years, and took Mr. G. Peterson 
for two years as partner, and then Mr. E. Burrows, which firm sold 
to Mr. D. P. Glazier, and remained out of business for one year. 
They recommenced business in 1877, and do a fine trade. They 
have also a fruit farm in the township, with 1,000 peach, 300 plum, 
and 150 apple trees. They also ship largely of ties and telegraph 
poles. 

F. E. Jones was born in Michigan in 1843, in Lenawee 
county, where he lived until 1870, when he came to Montague. He 
married Adell Fuller, oi St. Joseph, in 1873. His family are Carrie, 
bom in August, 1875, May, in September, 1877, Edson, in Decem- 



ber, 1878. His residence is on the corner of First and Jones 
streets. 

C. Edson Burkows, grocer, Montague, was bom in 1838, in 
Wisconsin. He came to Grand Haven when nine years old, and to 
White Eiver when twelve, and is about the oldest settler. He has 
has been all through the war, and in the west twenty-one months. 
He ran the steamer " Daylight," the oldest steamer on the lake. 
He has been in lumber, tugging, sailing and mercantile life. He 
has two daughters, Evahna, born in 1866, and Viola, in 1868. 

MONTAGUE IRON WORKS. 

Wilson & Hendrie, proprietors. The first foundry established 
on the lake was in Montague, by Dicey & Lyttle, in 1865, which 
was burned and rebuilt, and burned again. The present works 
were established in 1871, and in 1881 were enlarged by an addition 
100x40 feet, and with the former buildings present a fine appear- 
ance. It employs from thirty-five to forty men, and manufactures 
steam engines and mill machinery, besides doing general work. 

SOME OF THE PIONEERS. 

James Dalton, a prominent pioneer, commonly known as Capt. 
Dalton, was born in Eoscoinmon, Ireland, in 1827; came to Amer- 
ica when seven years of age, landing with his people in 1835 at St- 
Joseph, Mich. In 1839 he removed to the Grand Eiver, and up to 
1845 followed lumbering operations, nine miles West of Grand Eap- 
ids. In the Spring of 1846 he built with his brothers a mill at 
Silver Creek, and remained here some years working the little water 
mill under many disadvantages. In 1849, leaving Peter to manage 
the miU James entered upon his career as a lake navigator, carry- 
ing lumber to Chicago, prospering and buying vessel property. In 
1857 he took charge for one year of Eev. Mr. Ferry's propeller, Ot- 
tawa, from Grand Haven to Chicago. In 1858 he resumed lumber- 
ing on White Lake, and still has a mill on the lake. In the Fall of 
1859 lie was elected as a Democrat to the Legislature, his district 
extending from Kalamazoo Eiver to the Straits of Mackinaw. Mr. 
Dalton brought the first tug on White Lake, in 1857. He was Su- 
pervisor of Wliite Eiver before he was twenty-one, and was the first 
ever elected to that office. In 1857 Peter Dalton built a steam saw 
mill at Dalton's mill, which was burned June, 1880, after which Mr. 
James Dalton purchased the mill he still operates, known as the 
Bay Mill. He married on the 13th of February, 1861, Emily J. 
Burrows, and he has three sons and one daughter. 

S. Henry Lasley, a prominent business man of Montague Vil- 
lage, was born in Muskegon City, Nov. 21, 1840, where he resided 
until he was fifteen years of age, when he went to Mackinaw, where 
he went to school, his parents having resided there. In the Fall of 
1855 he went to Lawrence University, Appleton. Wis., graduating 
in three years. He then went into business with his uncle for three 
years. In 1861 he received the appointment of Collector of Cus- 
toms and had charge of the light house in that locality, holding that 
position until the Fall of 1866, when he came to Montague to take 
charge of the mercantile business with Ferry, Dowling & Co. In 
the following Spring he was admitted as a partner, continuing until 
1872, when he took a larger interest and the firm was caUed S. H. 
Lasley & Co., under which style it is still known. In 1867 he re- 
ceived the appointment of Deputy Collector of Customs, which he 
still holds. In June, 187-5, he married Miss Isabella Lewis, of Al- 
bian, Mich. Mr. Lasley 's earhest scholastic training was under the 
venerable Miss White, of Grand Haven, aunt of Senator Ferry. 

Thomas J. Stanage, one of the pioneers of Muskegon County, 
is a native of Virginia, but removed from there with his parents 
when quite young and went to Ohio, which State has been his home 
until coming to Michigan. He hved in Logan Co., 0., principally, 
for about twenty years, and when eleven years of age his father, 
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William Stanage, was killed by lightning, and from that time he was 
bound out, but not being able to withstand the hardships which he 
suffered at the hands of the guardian, he took French leave, and 
next engaged to work at cabinet making. He remained at that work 
for a number of years, when he came West and went to following 
the lakes. He followed sailing about four years, mostly on Lake 
Michigan, and afterwards settled near his present residence in Mon- 
tague Township, then known as White River Township, in Ottawa 
County. He went to work on the place known as the Sargent es- 
tate, a portion of which he purchased years ago. The only inhab- 
itants living here at the time he came ^were Chas. Mears, Daltons 
and Hulberts, who were interested in lumbering on White Lake. 
Mr. Stanage has been identified with the growth and history of the 
county from the earhest Records, being here during the organization 
of Muskegon County, and through the different township organiza- 
tions, witnessing the general development of roads, manufactories 
and other improvements up to the present fine condition of the 
county. He has seen the growth of Muskegon, Whitehall and Mon- 
tague from a howling wilderness, inhabited by Indians, the nearest 
mail facilities being at Grand Haven, which was but a small town. 
The lake beach was the highway for all travel. The timber was 
unbroken in the surrounding country down to the water's edge; not 
a mark of the whiteman's axe, except at the Httle choppings at the 
water mills above referred to, or except the blazes of the Govern- 
ment surveyors. The Indians were very numerous, although quite 
peaceable except upon their occasion of general festivity, when hq- 
uor conduced to the revelry and viciousness. They brought their 
maple sugar to the Mouth, where they sold largely to Charles Mears, 
and sold him Marten skins for their weight in silver as balanced 
upon the scales. Mr. Stanage was married in the year 1849 to Miss 
Mary Sargent at the old log house which still stands in the yard 
where he resides. They were married by Mr. Hulbert, J. P., known 
to the old settlers as a Justice at the Mouth in olden times. His 
family consists of four children — three girls and one boy, two of 
whom are married. They are named respectively, Ida May, Oscar 
H., Viola C. and Eldora L. Ida May is the wife of Charles Forse; 
Viola is the wife of Delbert Kimball, who also is a neighbor of Mr. 
Stanage. 

Joseph Heald, lumber merchant and manufacturer, of Mon- 
tague, was born at Norridgewock, Somerset Co., Me., March 28,1823, 
and is the son of Joseph and Sabra (Woodbury) Heald. His father 
from 1818 to 1831 was a prominent lumberman on the Kennebec, 
owning a sawmill at Skowhegan and a farm at Norridgewock. 
Joseph was obliged to do what he could for the support of his fam- 
ily by rafting and running lumber in the Penobscot River in Sum- 
mer, working in the woods in Winter, and driving logs in the Spring. 
When eleven years of age the family removed to Eddington where 
he became its main support, and between 14 and 23 years of age he 
worked as a laborer at logging and lumber. At the latter age he be- 
gan on his own account, his miUs being at Oldtown and his market 
Bangor. He continued with fair success until 30 years of age, when 
he removed to Michigan, settling first at Pt. Huron where in a 
small way he commenced business. From 1855 to 1860 he was 
foreman for Messrs. A. A. Dwight and Wm. Warner, of Detroit. 
In the Spring of 1857, in company with Newell Avery, now deceased, 
and Simon J. Murphy, of Detroit, he explored White River and its 
surroundings, traveling up the White Lake to the headwaters of the 
river in a canoe, the first attempt of the kind, and 1860 formed a 
partnership with Messrs. Avery and Murphy. The firm purchased 
about 12,000 acres of pine land on White River, which they had ex- 
amined years before, and also the sawmiU at Montague, where Mr. 
Heald now resides. The first year they cut 4,000,000 feet of logs, 
the first ever put into White River above what is known as tl:e flood- 



wood and rapids, as it was claimed by the neighboring lumbermen 
that the logs could not be run down stream; but Mr. Heald' s fifteen 
years' experience had taught him that the floods and rapids could 
be overcome; in person he superintended the driving of the logs, 
leaving not one behind. From that time the business has increased 
with a product of over twenty million feet. Mr. Heald is one of 
the originators of the White River Log and Boom Company, and 
has been for a long time president. He has aided materially in the 
erection of several churches in Montague and Whitehall. He has 
been Supervisor for three years, was a member of Odd Fellows from 
1845 to 1854, at Oldtown; he is a Repubhcan in politics. He mar- 
ried Nov. 11, 1853 to Mary H. Bailey, daughter of Amos Bailey, of 
Milford, Me. She died Feb. 1, 1867, leaving three children, all stiU 
living. On March 11, 1868 he married Harriet, daughter of Thomas 
Woodhams, of Detroit, by whom he has two sons and one daughter. 
Having begun hf e without a doUar, and with many obstacles to con- 
tend with, Mr. Heald has acquired a competency by his own 
exertions, and his success may be attributed to his indomitable 
energy and perseverence, sound judgment, promptness and practi- 
cal knowledge of all the details of the business in which he has 
been for a lifetime engaged. 

Heald, Mukpsy & Cbepin's saw-mill, Montague, is the most 
extensive and the most noted mill on White Lake, the senior part- 
ner, Mr. Joseph Heald, having done more, perhaps, than any other 
man to develop the lumbering resources of this region, with which 
he has been long identified. The present mill was reorganized in 
1878, and the machinery from the mill near the mouth was put into 
it. It has a circular, an upright, and a gang of forty saws. It is 
the only gang-mill on the lake, and has also two gang edgers and 
one trimmer. In eleven hours 150,000 feet can be cut, which is the 
largest amount that can be cut by any mill on the lake. Sixty- 
three men are employed, and all must be at their posts. The fore- 
man is Mr. George Heald; Jos. Laroux, circular sawyer; David 
Laningan, engineer; F. Althaus, saw filer; Charles Oushway, the 
noted pioneer, sawyer on the upright. 

Ferry, Dowling & Co.'s saw-mill is situated at the head of 
White Lake, in Montague, and was built in 1866 for a double circu- 
lar, but in 1881 one circular was taken out and a second set of ma- 
chinery put in to manufacture lath from slabs and edgings, about 
20,000 pieces a day. They also manufacture about 200,000 boom- 
wedges each season. The manager, who is an indefatigable worker, 
is the genial George E. Dowling, a member of the firm. The fore- 
man is R. L. Hardy; engineer, D. Fish; filer, J. Todd; head saw- 
yer, H. Paul. The mill cuts 50,000 feet per diem, and it takes 
about 50 men to operate it. 

Charles Henry Cook, lumberman and fruit-grower, Montague 
township, was born in HiUsdale, Mich., May 24, 1846, and is son of 
John P. Cook. Charles spent four years at HiUsdale CoUege, and 
received a liberal education. In September, 1866 he came to White 
River, the same year as his father bought the lovely farm-Lake 
View— on which he now resides, having purchased extensive pine 
lands fourteen years before up the river. He married in 1871 Miss 
Mary L. Martin, of HiUsdale, and has three children: Fannie N., 
born Oct. 27, 1872; John P., bom Oct. 16, 1874; Julia M., bom 
March 30, 1879. Mr. Cook is very active in his habits, and devotes 
his attention to his extensive lumbering operations and fmit farm. 
For a description see history of Montague township. Mr. Cook is 
of a kindly, genial disposition, and is a universal favorite. 

Hon. John Potter Cook, of HiUsdale, Mich., was born m Che^ 
nancro Co N. Y., Jan. 27, 1812, and is eminently a self -made man. 
He Tame to HiUsdale in 1837, having the year before purchased 
property there, and he buUt there a flouring miU which he ran untU 
1862 Mr. Cook has at times turned his attention to banking, mer- 
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cantile business, and since 1866 he has gone largely into lumbering, 
in all of which he has been very successful. In poHtics he has been 
a steadfast Democrat, but during the war he was a warm supporter 
of the Union. He has held many public offices and is universally 
respected. He is the worthy father of a worthy son, Mr. Charles 
H. Cook, of Montague, whose great success as a fruit-grower is al- 
luded to else^^here. 

James H. Williams, foreman of Cook's saw-mill, was born in 
Utica, New York, in 1849, and when 16 years old came to Paw Paw, 
Michigan, with his parents, where he remained one year, and came 
to Cook's mill in 1869, where he has worked ever since, having been 
foreman since 1874. He married in 1878 Miss Stella Eeynolds, of 
Montague, but she was removed from earth in October, 1880. Mr. 
W. is an exemplary young man and respected by all who know him. 

The foreman of Cook's Lake View farm is Elisha D. Wells, 
bom in Wayne Co., New York, in 1839 ; came to Blue Lake in 1870; 
has been seven years with Mr. Cook. Mr. W. is a particularly good 
judge of horses, of which he has purchased many car loads. He is 
a veteran of the last war, having enlisted in 1862 in the 9th New 
York heavy artillery, in the Army of the Potomac, which bat- 
tery can make the unusual boast of never having lost a 
gim. After the battles of the Wilderness they were used as infantry. 
Mr. Wells was in many battles, the last of which was at Appomat- 
tox when Lee surrendered. 

Smith & Fields saw-mill in Montague township, not far from 
the White Eiver boundary, is a neat little mill erected in 1881, which 
is on the site of Capt. Dalton's mill burned 1868. Has one circular 
gang edger, and manufactures lath and pickets, cuts 50,000 feet a 
day, employing thirty-five men. The machinery was brought from 
Cedar Springs, Kent Co. 

The proprietors are first, G. W. A. Smith, born in New Hamp- 
shire, 1832, came West 1870, residing at Spring Lake where he has 
other interests in lumber, and next, Wm. T. Field, born in N. Y. 
State 1837, came in 1870 to Spring Lake. Enhsted 1861 in 3rd 
N. Y. light artillery, and was along the south-eastern coast at 
Charleston, etc. 

The foreman and filer is Jno. M. Johnson, born in Norway, 
1846, who settled when fifteen in Wisconsin, came to Muskegon, 
1864, worldng for leading firms. Married 13th November, 1872, 
Matilda Thurgesson, and has four children. 

The engineer is Knud Fukgusson, born in Norway, September 
29, 1845, and when a few months old came to New Orleans, being 
about ten months on the voyage, went to Wisconsin, enlisted in 
15th Wisconsin Volunteers, and only a boy fifteen, endured a march 
of 500 miles. Came to Muskegon 1870. Married Octo'ber, 1871, 
Amelia Thurgesson, and has two children. 

Cook's Saw-Mill, Montague township, was erected in 1866, by John 
P. and C. H. Cook, and cuts 50,000 feet in 12 hours, having a dou- 
ble circular saw and gang edger. The mill requires to run by day 
a complement of 30 men, and there is paid out in wages in the mill 
and in the lumber camps f 300 a day. The foreman of the mill is 
James Williams. 

Cook's Lake View Fruit Farm, Montague township, is the finest 
fruit farm in North Muskegon, and is the grandest evidence of what 
can be done in the fruit belt in North Muskegon, and is the grand- 
est evidence of what can be done in the front line of this favored 
county. The farm is situated on the banks of White Lake mth a 
splendid southerly exposure and perfect drainage. The success of 
the farm may be partly attributed to its location which is peninsular 
between the waters of Lake Michigan and White Lake. On 80 acres 
of it are over 9,000 peach trees, mostly bearing; the product in 1881, 
an off year, being about |4,000. There are forty acres prepared to 
be set in the Spring of 1882, and a new orchard of 40 acres just 



ready to bear. The favorite varieties of Mr. Cook are the Hale's 
Early and the Barnard, the former being the finest of theearly fruit. 

The fault in the cultivation of the Hale is that it is allowed 
to bear too much, but Mr. Cook cultivates thoroughly and thins 
three times a season. The Barnard is similar to the Crawford. The 
product of the farm is chiefly shipped to Chicago by steamers. The 
soil of the farm is a sandy loam. The system of irrigation is per- 
fect, and is by iron pipes, which extend over the whole orchard. 
The farm has also seveml acres of grapes, trellised on the German 
plan, some strawberries, etc. The foreman of the farm is Ehsha 
D. Wells. 

George Klett, harness maker, Montague, was born in Ger- 
many in 1837, and immigrated in 1853 to Brooklyn, N. Y., where 
he worked at tailoring for six weeks, then stayed in Buffalo for two 
years, and went on a farm in Canada. In 1857 he came to Michi- 
gan, stopping three months at Marshall, and then to Muskegon, 
eventually landing in Whitehall in April, 1858, where he worked in 
a saw mill. After a few months absence in Illinois he returned to 
Whitehall for nine months, when he went three terms to Quincy 
College, 111. He enlisted in the 14th Ilhnois Infantry, and was in 
five battles : the first of which was Pittsburgh Landing ; was taken 
prisoner in Georgia and held seven months. After the war he re- 
turned to White Eiver Township and worked a forty-acre farm for 
nine years. He then returned to Whitehall and had a harness shop 
22x70 feet, three stories, on Thompson St., which was consumed 
in the great fire of '81. He is now in business in Montague. He 
married in 1864 Miss Varena Markey, who was born in Switzerland 
in 1847. 



the fire department 
of Montague is a volunteer organization, of which the principal 
stockholders are : Ferry, Dowling & Co. , S. H. Lasley & Co. , Burrows 
& Jones, Wilson & Hendrie, C. H. Cook, Heald, Murphy & Crepin, 
F. H. White & Co., Mason Bros., M. Dodge & Son, and Partridge 
Bros. The engine is an excellent one, " Montague No. 1," of Clapp 
& Jones' manufacture. The hose will stand a pressure of 175 
pounds. There are, also, two hose companies and a hand engine. 

The organization was effected Oct. 25, 1873, with th^ following 
as the first officers : 

J. Heald, President; 0. E. Goodno, Secretary; Malcolm Hen- 
drie, Treasurer, and H. P. Dowling, Chief Engineer. 

For the next few years D. C. Bo wen was President, and H. P. 
Dowhng continued Chief Engineer. 

PROPELLERS. 

White Lake is favored by the presence of four or five excellent 
steam barges plying to Chicago, such as the " Tempest," the " T. 
L. Snook," the " E. C. Brittain," and others. They carry great 
loads of freight, chiefly lumber, and make rapid passages. 

The favorite boat for passengers as well as freight is the " E. C. 
Britain," commanded by Capt. P. D. Campbell^ which makes a 
regular tri- weekly passage to Chicago, leaving Covell's dock in the 
evening and reaching the city early next morning. The boat has 
state-room accommodations for twenty-five passengers, is comfort- 
able in every respect, and is equal to any for speed and safety. 
Capt. Campbell is a model captain, being quiet and gentlemanly, 
and ever at his post. He was born in St. Charles, 111., July 30, 
1850, and in 1852 his parents removed to Stoney Creek, Mich., but 
in 1860 they returned to a farm in his native place. In 1862 he 
went to Chicago, and the next year to Muskegon, where he resided 
until 1877, engaged in tugging. He then went to his brother-in-law 
in Chicago until 1877, when he removed to Whitehall and engaged 
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in tugging, having the "Newell Avery." Since 1879 he has com- 
manded the "Brittain." He was married Dec. 17, 1874, to Lois 
E. Allen, of Hampshire, HI., and has two sons, Ira A., aged five 
years, and Harvey M., aged three years. 

The " Britcain" has 130 feet length of keel, 24-feet beam, 8|- 
feet hold, tonnage 184, built in 1878, at Saugatuck. Isaac W. 
Berd is the popular steward. 



BIOGEAPHICAL. 

Alexander Beals, Jr., station agent, Montague, was born at 
Schoolcraft, Mich., in 1852, and lived there until 1872, when he 
came to Montague, acting first as assistant at the depot, and has 
had full charge since March 17, 1875. He married in 1879, Katie 
Schmidt, of Montague, and has two children; Henry G., born Mar. 
6, 1880; the "baby" was born August 17, 1881. 

Isaac W. Berd, steward of the barge E. C. Brittain, is a new 
resident of Montague, having come from Grand Haven, where he 
had resided for many years. Mr. Berd is a man of great natural 
abihty and has the confidence and respect of all who know him. 
He was born a slave in Virginia, at South Sulphur Springs, on Feb. 
25, 1842. His family had been from generations inhabitants of the 
**01d Dominion " His owner's name was Erskine, who sold his 
mother and part of her children to a Louisiana planter, named Pax- 
ton, so that Isaac out of sixteen brothers and sisters knew but four 
of them. He was brought up at Shreveport where Paxton died, 
and he was sold to one Christian, who took him to the Southern 
army in the White Star Invincibles. Christian soon died of measles, 
and at La Grange, Tenn., Mr. Berd joined the Northern army, and 
came North with Assistant Adjutant General Harland, to Tipton, 
Iowa, where he resided three years, leading a stirring life, as he had 
to fight many a stubborn battle with Irish laborers who had a pre- 
judice against his race, bnt in all he was enabled to triumph, as he 
was young, active and strong, although uniformly out acting in self- 
defense. He went then to Oakland, Ohio, where he obtained some 
schoohng, and since then he has chiefly followed the lakes in sum- 
mer. He was married in Grand Haven June 27, 1869, to Miss An- 
nie E. Smith, who was an old resident of Grand Haven. They 
have one daughter, Eva Francis, bom Oct. 19, 1871. 

Adam Born was born in Germany in 1851, came to AmericJa in 
1852, to Manitowoc, Wis., and in 1868 to White Eiver, still being 
with his parents, his father's business being vessel loading. Adam 
learned blacksmithing, and has been for three years in business for 
himself. He married, in 1876, Elva W^entworth, and has one 
daughter, Ethel, born July 20, 1879. 

Maurice Downey, dealer in flour and feed, ice and fish, on 
Ferry St., was born in County Kerry, Ireland, in 1839, went to 
London in 1846, and America in 1851. Was two and a half years 
in Detroit in flour and feed business. Married in 1853 Johanna 
Whalen, of County Waterford, Ireland, by whom he has six sons 
and one daughter. After engaging in fishing for some years he 
came to Grand Haven in 1859, and White Eiver in 1860, till 1865, 
thence to Detroit till 1873, when he came to Montague. Mr. D. 
has by industry done fairly in his business. 

Seth Ellis was born in Hector, Tompkins Co., N. Y., Sept. 
22, 1838, where he lived until eighteen years of age, when he re- 
moved to Genesee County, in this State. After a residence there of 
about six months he came, in 1857, to White Lake. In July of 
that year he went to Waukesha County, Wis., and thence in a few 
months to Eice County, Minn. The next year he returned to 
Waukesha, where he remained one year and returned to Muskegon 
County. On Nov. 27th, 1861, he enhsted in Co. F., 1st Bat. 16th 



U, S. Infantry, and served bravely for three years in the department 
of the Tennessee. He was in the stirring battles of Shiloh, Stone 
Eiver, Chickamauga, Mission Eidge, Buzzard's Boost and the At- 
lanta campaign. He was honorably discharged at Lookout Moun- 
tain, Tenn., Nov. 27th, 1804, and returned to Muskegon. He then 
went to New York State on a visit, and after returning purchased 
land in section 25, of Fruitland, which he sold out and removed to 
Six Corners, Ottawa County. On Feb. 7th, 1867, he removed to 
section 17, Montague, where he now resides. On May 22d, 1866, 
he married Miss Jennie D. Kimball, of Muskegon, by whom he had 
one child, born March 24th, 1868, and on the 5th of April his wife 
died. In December, 1869, he married Miss Jennie Evan Frank, of 
Kalamazoo County, Mich., by whom he has three children. Mr. 
Ellis is one of the charter members of the State department of the 
Grand Army of the EepuWic, and has held the office of Commis- 
sioner of Highways for three years, also Assessor, School Trustee, 
&c. He is a member of N. H. Ferry Post G. A. E. 

Mrs. L. J. Farman, widow of the pioneer Moody Farman, 
for many years clerk of the township, was bom in New York State, 
October, 1815, and was daughter of David McNitt. She married 
Mr. Farman in 1833, setthng near Sandusky, Ohio. In 1856 they 
removed to Montague, which was then included in White Eiver, 
purchasing forty acres of good land on which they soon made a 
clearing and built a house, contending with the ""difiiculties incident 
to settlers in a new country. They had four children, the eldest of 
whom died in a hospital at NashviUe, during the late war, being a 
Union soldier. Mr. Farman was bom in 1811 and died July 18, 
1880, leaving his partner to mourn her loss. 

Daniel Fish, for fifteen years engineer of Ferry, Dowling & 
Co.'s saw mill, was born in Holland in 1838, and came to America 
in 1849, first to Grand Eapids, going there two years to school. He 
then went to Eastville, where he continued his schooling. He first 
learned the trade of his father, who was a blacksmith, but is now a 
skiUful engineer. He married, in 1861, Alice Wild, of New York 
State, and has three children, Sadie, born April 26, 1863; George 
M., June 8, 1868, and Fred. H., June 12, 1871. 

Bela Harrison was born in Delevan, Wis,, in 1842. At eight 
years of age went to Chicago, where his parents died of cholera in 
the summer of 1850. He was then taken by an uncle to McHenry 
county. 111., and finally to New York State. After a short time in 
school he went as a train boy on the railway, and then as cabin boy 
on the lakes. An ex-Congressman named T. E. Young found him 
at the Tremont House, Chicago, and took him with him to Mar- 
shall, HI., where he remained until 19. He then enhsted in the 
19th Illinois Infantry, the " Chicago Zouaves," Col. John Turceline, 
a Prussian, commander. Mr. Harrison was in the battles of Bel- 
mont, Stone Eiver, Mission Eidge, Chickamauga, Chattanooga, 
Pittsburg Landing, and with Sherman " to the sea." He also 
served in the 60th lU. Inf., and was mustered out in 1865. He 
then derived in a Whitehall drug store. After a time he had a gro- 
cery store, and manufactured cigars, and worked in a saw mUl. He 
married at Lansing, May 22, 1867, Laura E. White, and has one 
child, Carrie E., born May 6, 1868, at DeSoto, Wis. 

W. H. HuLBERT, son of Isaac Hulbert, was born in Edwards 
Lawrence County, N. Y., in August, 1846, his father being one of 
the oldest residents there. In the spring of 1867 he came to Mich- 
igan, and in the following August he returned to his native place, 
returning the following fall with his family to section 29, of Mon- 
tague, where he still resides. In 1866 he married Mehssa, daughter 
of Almond Streeter, of Pitcairn', Lawrence County, N. Y., by whom 
he has two children. Mr. Hulbert is a hard working man, and has 
made himself a fine property by his industry and economy. 

C. H. & N. H. Jackson were in business in Montague in the 
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grocery line, also handled ties, bark, and telegraph poles, from the 
spring of 1880 to the fall of 1881, and did a large business, but are 
not now in business. Charles H. came to Muskegon City in May, 
1877. In December of the same year he came to Montague to take 
charge of D. C. Bowen's store, and on his failure, Mr. Jackson ran 
the business with Samuel Eabey until from , August, 1878, to the 
spring of 1880, when his brother N. H. bought Eabey out. 

Benjaiviin F. Johnson was born on Lake St. Clair on the brig 
llanhattany September 22, 1855, his father being first mate; and 
when navigation closed, his parents went to Colorado, and after a 
stay of one year, returned to Chicago. In 1870 he engaged as cook 
on board the Grade A. Green, which shortly after went ashore and 
broke up. The following winter he stayed in South Haven. In 
1871 he shipped on the 3Iarvin Ilannocks as cook; next season 
shipped on the Painter, and next season went before the mast on 
the same vessel, which he followed until 1876, when he served on 
the schooner Mary, of Chicago, which was lost that season. Then 
he shipped on the tTohn Bean, then on the Elbe, of Milwaukeee, and 
served his last trip on the Htinter, of Milwaukee, and in 1881 he 
had a successful experience in fishing. 

In February, 1881, he married Miss Eliza C. Kinnison, of 
White Kiver. About the most dangerous adventure he ever expe- 
rienced was in the wreck of the "Lizzie Troop," which occurred be- 
tween Saugituck and South Haven. She was old and broke in 
twp by a heavy sea. The captain and mate and two seamen were 
lost, two only being saved, and one body never was recovered. Mr. 
Johnson held on by a piece of the wreck and was washed ashore. 

W. H. LoBDELL, lumber inspector, was born in N. Y. State in 
1827, and moved to this state in 1836, coming to Grand Eapids in 
1858, and three years after to Muskegon City, and has followed his 
profession twenty years in the woods in winter and scaling in sum- 
mer. He was postmaster at Kelloggville, and is now deputy sheriff 
at Montague. Married in 1855 Mary HaUett, of Marshall, and has 
one daughter, Mrs. H. L. Bourdon, of Muskegon, and one son, 
Harley J. 

EoBERT Martin was born in Warwickshire, England, in 1836, 
and immigrated to Canada in 1857, being engaged in railroading in 
London, Hamilton, Toronto, and Goderich for four years. He then 
removed to Detroit, remaining about sixteen years in the same 
business, when he purchased land in section 20, Montague, where 
he has since resided. In 1861 he married Miss Mary Ann Charlton, 
of Brantford, Ontario, by whom he has two children hving. Mr. 
Martin is engaged in fruit farming, for which his farm is well 
adapted. 

Byron B. Moore was born August 26, 1859, in Pipestone, Ber- 
rien County, Michigan. When three years of age his parents re- 
moved to Kalamazoo County, and thence to Lawrence, Van Buren 
County, and after residing there four years they again removed to 
Benton Harbor. After a residence at Benton Harbor of two years 
and a half they went back to Lawrence. When 16 years of age Mr. 
Moore came to Muskegon County, and after a stay of six months 
went to Dubuque, Iowa, remained there six months, then went to 
Saugatuck. In 1880 he went to Allegan County, and returned next 
year to Saugatuck, and in 1882 he came to his present place of resi- 
dence, Montague. In May, 1880, he married Miss Arselia Daniels, 
of Saugatuck, and they have one child. 

Kenneth F. Morse, of Montague, was born in Norwich ville, 
Wyoming Co., N. Y., in 1835, and removed with his parents in 
1854 to the wilderness, one and a half miles northwest of Lansing, 
Mich., and experienced the hardships of pioneer hfe; came to White- 
hall in March, 1869, engaging in the hardware business and keeping 
also a fine stock of crockery. He was burnt out in the Foster Block 
in the great fire of Aug. 1, 1881, but in a few weeks, along with 



Mr. J. Bell, bought out 0. M. Hedges, of Montague, and is stiU 
continuing the hardware business. Mr. Morse has taken a deep in- 
terest in masoniy, and has been Master of the Whitehall lodge sev- 
eral times. He married Miss Annie Booth, of this State and has 
four children. 

John Murray was born in County Waterford, Ireland, August, 
1844, and came to America in 1869, landing in New York after a 
voyage of eleven and a half days, coming straight to Montague. 
Three days after he arrived at the mouth of White Eiver he married 
Miss Hannah Sullivan, of his native county, who had come to 
America in 1866. They have four children. Mr. Murray follows 
the occupation of a fisherman, and has by careful industry accumu- 
lated a competency. He has been exposed to great hazards and 
dangers, but has escaped unhurt. 

Joseph Ohrenberger, saloon keeper, Montague, came to Sand 
Creek in this county in 1857, and seven years after removed to the 
mouth of White Lake, starting a saloon May 6, 1867. In a year 
he removed to the sight of Whitehall village. He has been twenty- 
three years engaged in saw miUing and has experienced his share of 
pioneer hardships. He has been enabled to work up a fair capital 
by the sweat of his brow. 

Louis M. Phelps was the son of a farmer of Crawford County, 
Pa., who removed to Iowa in 1845. Louis was born in 1846, and 
in 1862, served three months in the war, and again on July 29, 
1864, enlisted in Co. C, 105th Pennsylvania Infantry, serving ten 
months, after which he returned to Crawford County, remaining 
four years. He then removed to St. Charles, Mich., working on the 
railroad, coming in 1870 to Montague for several years working at 
whatever paid -best, until he went into the employ of Albert Mears, 
with whom he has been ever since. In 1869 he married Miss L. 
Sammis, of Allegany County, N. Y., who was born in 1864, and 
whose parents, when she was two years old, removed to Macomb 
County, Michigan, where she resided until 1867, when she removed 
to Montague. Mr. and Mrs. Phelps have three surviving children. 
Samuel Haby was born in Plymouth, Eng,, Oct. 7, 1828. In 
1854 he came to New York. He had served his time at pattern- 
making in England, and worked for Leonard & Sons, of London, 
Ontario, in 1854-55. He then went to St. Mary's, Chatham, and 
St. Thomas, all in Ontario. In 1872 he came to Montague, and 
has ever since worked for Wilson & Hendrie. In his native city he 
married Elizabeth Brent, and has had seven children, of whom four 
survive. 

L. G". Eipley, druggist. Montague, came to this place in 1874, 
and in 1878 erected at a cost of $10,000, a fine two story store of 
Zeeland brick opposite the Franklin House, 25x80 feet, and is now 
erecting an elegant new block adjoining, with 30 feet frontage on 
Ferry St., and 115 on Bird St. Mr. Eipley deserves credit for his 
zeal and enterprise in beautifying the village with substantial blocks 
of buildings. His stock consisf:.s of drugs, stationery, and periodi- 
cals, and is quite extensive. 

Henry G. Sammis was born in Goshen, Litchfield Co., Conn., 
in 1827, and in 1840 his parents removed to Warsaw, Wyoming Co., 
N. Y. In 1854 he went to Macomb Co., Mich., and removed thence 
in 1867 to Montague. In 1849 he married Miss Hannah Lincoln, 
of Warsaw, N. Y., by whom he has three children. In 1862 he 
enhsted and served three years, to the close of the war, and although 
in eighteen general engagements, escaped unhurt. Mr. Sammis 
farm is on section 20. 

Mrs. Sarah F. Sargent was born in New Boston, N. H., in 
1836, and came to Ottawa county, Mich., when but 13 years of age. 
In 1850 she married Mr. Fernando Sargent of her native place, 
living nine years in his father's house. They removed thence to 
section 8, Montague Township, where she still resides. In June 
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1871 she was left a widow with nine children, all living, and she 
has now eleven grandchildren. Mrs. Sargent is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, as was also her late husband. 

Geokge F. Sibley, superintendent of the Booming Co., was 
born in Edington, Maine, in 1853, and after attending school at 
home, he went, at the age of seventeen, to the Kalamazoo Business 
College for eight months. In 1870 he came to Whitehall, acting as 
scaler for three years to the White Kiver Booming Company. He 
then went to New Hampshire for over three years, and engaged in 
runnmg logs. In 1877 he returned to Whitehall, acting as foreman 
for the Booming Company, and also scaling for three summers. In 
1881 he became superintendent, and boomed 147,000,000 feet of 
logs. His duties are to see that the logs are coupled, scaled, and 
.properly nui out. Mr. Sibley married, Dec. 7, 1878, Sadie M. 
Scott. 

Chakles Smith was bom in Germany in 1825, came to Milwau- 
kee in 1847, and afterwards went to Eacine and Kenosha. Before 
he emigrated he learned blacksmithing, at which he still works, and 
also at saw milling. He came to Muskegon in 1851 and learned 
engineering, worked for Eyerson & Morrs thirteen years, and came 
to Montague in 1873, and has been working here, being engineer 
for F. H. White's mill. He has nine sons and one daughter, Ida, 
who is the youngest of the family. 

Lucius D. Smith, hvery and sale stable keeper, Montague, is a 
native of Wayne Co., Penn., and removed to Montague in 1876, 
where he estabhshed his present business, which he has enlarged to 
be an extensive affair. On January 6, 1881, Mr. Smith met quite 
a loss by fire to the extent of several thousands of dollars, but has 
been able to overcome this misfortune. 

Sandford H. Watson, lumber inspector, was born in New York 
State in 1852, and came when a child with his father, S. J. B. Wat- 
son, to White Eiver, and was brought up there. He married in 1873 
Cornelia Hewett, of Portage, and has one daughter, Nellie M., born 
Nov. 26, 1874. He has been at his profession since 1875. 

Paris E. Wells was born in Erie county. Pa., and at two 
years of age his parents removed to Calhoun county, Mich. At 



eighteen years of age he left home, and remained first one year in 
lUinois, then three years in Winona county, Minn. In 1855 he 
married Miss Ann M. Fortune of Wisconsin, by whom he has four 
children. In 1857 he went to Wisconsin, remained two years, and 
then building a flatboat he went down the Mississippi as far as 
Hannibal City, where he sold out and went to Pike county. Mo. In 
1861 he was driven out by bushwhackers, and came with team to 
Calhoun county, Mich. After two years he came to Montague tak- 
ing up his present homestead on section 28. 

Sanford Wentworth was born in Maine in 1828, came to 
Michigan in 1853. During the war he was in the 12th Mich. Inf., 
under Capt. John Welch, and was fourteen months in the service. 
He is by trade a carpenter and wagon maker, and has been twelve 
years in Montague. He married in 1855 Silvia J. Skinner, and 
has two children, Elva (Mrs. Ariel Born) and Eosa. 

James M. Webster, the lessee of the Montague Flouring Mill, 
was born in Essex, England, in 1838, came to Canada in 1856, and 
returned to England in 1862 to manage the Woolwich steam miUs. 
After several years he returned to America and came to Montague 
in 1875. He married, Feb. 22, 1858, Agnes, daughter of Capt. 
Howe, E. N., and has five sons and three daughters. Mr. Webster 
is very active and energetic, and is making a great success of the 
mill. A view of his fine residence wiU be found in this work. 

James M. Young, wagon maker, Montague, was born in Eich 
mond Co., 0., in 1829, and resided there until twenty-nine years of 
age, having learned the trades of blacksmithing and carpentering. 
He worked at Manchester for over fiYe years, then at Eansom 
Centre, in HiUsdale Co., and worked there at the Gear Works 
four years, after which he came to Whitehall in 1864, lumbering 
for Morris & Stebbins. He then enhsted in the 10th Mich. 
Cavahy, under Capt. Monaghan. After the war he returned to 
Whitehall, working for Eobson four years, after which he went to 
Montague and started a wagon shop in September, 1870. In 1853 
he married Elizabeth Folever, of Eichmond Co., 0., and has nine 
children. 
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